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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Chatham University

Contact name and title: Mary Whitney, University Sustainability Coordinator
Contact phone: 412-365-1686

Contact email: mwhitney@chatham.edu

School’s city and state: Pittsburgh, PA

Number of students: 2147

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: MKW paATE:; 3-20-10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

100 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

Purchased from utility

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

We are awaiting certification for the Eastside building redesign, and expect to receive a LEED Silver for
Commercial Interiors.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

Located in a high rainfall area, we have little need for irrigation. Except for lawn repair or new tree
plantings, we rarely need to water.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

25 %

Retrofit program underway, with estimated completion August 2010.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

90 %

All washers, dryers, monitors, CPUs, etc. are Energy Star, except for some personal appliances.
5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. A current project is a complete lighting retrofit for our 250,000 square foot Chatham Eastside
facility and other motor controls programs as identified in our climate action plan.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

20%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

2 %

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, we use Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

66 %

We are currently looking for sustainable options.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

We always have multiple vegetarian and vegan options and have a vegetarian/vegan focus group for
meal planning.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes. We are considering a bottle ban, but have not settled on the details.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes- the Eden Hall Campus has an organic garden, run by faculty, staff, and students who
participate in a work-share program or as a class in fall or spring. Surplus is offered to the dining hall
or the community. Methods include hand weeding, composting, crop rotation, companion planting.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Undergraduate majors and minors include Environmental Science (B.A. and B.S.), Environmental
Studies, Environmental Writing, and Biology. Graduate programs include Food Studies, Environmental
Education teaching certification, Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing with a nature writing track, and
Landscape Architecture and Interior Architecture, both sustainability-based.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

We don't offer engineering or technology classes, but these topics are covered in our environmental
studies classes from a policy perspective .

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

There is no separate list or code, but generally have “environmental” or “sustainable” in the title. ie:
ECN 262 Environmental Economics, ENV 455 Methods of Teaching Environmental Ed. etc.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

« Dr. Renee Falconer, Chemistry. Determining the solubility product of Fe(OH)3: an equilibrium study
with environmental significance. ¢ Dr. Sherie Edenborn, Environmental Microbiology. Microbial diversity
in soil. « Dr. Nancy Gift, A. Dir.- Rachel Carson Institute. Book: A Weed by Any Other Name. ¢ Dr.
Linda Johnson, Botany. From horticultural plantings into wild populations: Movement of pollen and

genes in Lobelia cardinalis.
A complete listing of awards and publications is available at www.chatham.edu.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

The Rachel Carson Institute, established in 1989, continues and honors the legacy of Chatham’s most
distinguished alumna, Rachel Carson, Class of 1929, by promoting the awareness and understanding
of significant and current environmental issues through conferences, lecture series, seminars, and
other educational programs.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

The General Education program is designed to develop the liberal arts skills and knowledge of these as
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?
100 %

In every department, with many class options, such as Health Sciences, Psychology, or English, or as
the entire focus of the program, such as Env. Biology or Landscape Architecture.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Post-consumer recycled preferred, Energy-Star ratings required for those appliances that have them
available. Green-seal certified cleaning supplies are required. We are working on a formal version of a
green interiors materials policy, to support the informal decisions made with the support of the Interior
Architecture program.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
Yes

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No, but all computer and electronic equipment is Energy-Star rated when an Energy Star rating for that
equipment is available.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

We don't have specific policies with any supplier.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes, particularly with appliances and printers.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes- One shuttle runs between 3 universities in the city, one runs between Chatham and a teaching
hospital, and one runs to our Eastside Campus. Our shuttles use 5% biofuel, all that is currently
available in our region. When a new biofuel station comes online in the city (expected completion
2010) we will be able to purchase B20.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

In a cooperative venture between Chatham’s student-run Bike Collective and the Climate Committee,
we are opening a bike repair teaching shop in April 2010. The Bike Support program will teach
bicyclists how to repair their bikes, provide basic repair materials, and will include organized bike trips
around the city o encourage ridership. We have a Map My Ride to Chatham on GoogleMaps and a
Bike Buddy program for new riders to be offered for the first time this spring. Chatham’s Human
Resources department also provides the necessary documentation and payroll support for bike
commuters, so that they may access the federal bike credit.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

We use a combination of incentives and some disincentives for transit. We underwrite free access to
all public transportation in the region with a Chatham ID, including buses, light rail, and the incline
system. We also run our own Green Machine biodiesel shuttle fleet between campuses, to other
universities in the city, and to shopping centers.

From the disincentive side, we limit parking spaces to upper classes, and require a paid parking permit
for faculty and staff. For faculty and staff, the fee is pro-rated by employment classification and salary
range. Chatham also has a Zipcar contract, making car sharing available for faculty, staff and
students, including 18-21 year-olds.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
89.7 o,

Public transit from the suburbs is limited in our region.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?
% o

Faculty and staff must travel between all 3 campuses for classes or activities.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

152 o,

15.21% consumer waste. Figure does not include lawn/garden waste, waste food oil, or motor oil.
We divert 100% of our lawn/garden waste. 100% waste fat and food oil goes to a commercial
biodiesel production facility. 100% motor oil is recycled at a commercial facility.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

In general yes, but some of the smaller seminar rooms do not have recycling receptacles. There are
recycling stations in all classroom building halls.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes, although we do not have large outdoor sports events. Our large outdoor events are generally
picnics, dinners or similar activities.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes- We commercially compost all pre- and post-consumer food scraps. All take-out containers,
straws and serving utensils are compostable, and go to a commercial compost facility. We are unable

to compost at Café Rachel, due to logistical issues and the weight of the containers. We are looking at
alternative technology or methods.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes- As a signatory to the American College and University President's Climate Commitment, we
have agreed to implement waste minimization efforts. We have already implemented 9 of the 18
related waste minimization policies. Some, such as intercampus mail envelopes, on-line printing and
paper-saving print settings have been standard practice for more years than we can count, while
others are more recent initiatives, such as our food waste composting program.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, we collect as a special event each year at move-out. Our campus is small, so the bins are placed
centrally on the upper and lower campuses, close to the residence halls.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Chatham University prepares its students, bachelors through doctoral level, on campus and around the
world, to excel in their professions and to be engaged, environmentally responsible, globally conscious,
life-long learners, and citizen leaders for democracy. Chatham College for Women offers superb career
preparation informed by the liberal arts. Chatham College for Graduate Studies and Chatham College
for Continuing and Professional Studies provide men and women with undergraduate, graduate,

professional, and continuing education of the highest quality with primary emphasis on preparation for
work and the professions.

http://www.chatham.edu/about/index.cfm

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

We have a full-time sustainability coordinator as well as a sustainability office with a 5-person staff of
students (2.5 FTE). We also have a Climate Committee comprised of students, staff, and faculty that
meet every other week to work on ways to reduce our campus carbon footprint.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Committed to both the ACUPCC and the City of Pittsburgh's Climate Action plan, we are working to
reach carbon neutrality by 2025. We expect to make a real 20% reduction in emissions by 2015.

Reductions will be achieved through energy-efficiency measures and long-term, a co-generation plant.
The action plan is available at www.chatham.edu/climatecommitment.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes. Our original baseline was done for 2007. We added an entirely new campus in 2008, so we
re-did our baseline last year to reflect the addition of over 250,000 square feet to our footprint.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

We will have a full year of data from our new campus for 2009 and will be able to confirm. Preliminary
results suggest a reduction, but we do not yet have firm figures.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes, upon request to the Office of Finance and Administration.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

No.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

A group of Chatham students co-founded the Pittsburgh Student Environmental Coalition (PSEC). Liz
Morris has been instrumental in coordinating the bike support initiative on campus. All Chatham
undergraduates and graduates conduct independent research. Some exemplary student research for
this year: Jenna Luek- persistent organic pollutants in soil; Dennise Cupp- earthworm sensitivity to
glyphosate; Laura Vrbin- biomimicry in architecture; Tierney Manning- GIS analysis of food deserts in

urban Pittsburgh; Jasmine Davis- behavior study of recycling norms on campus; Sarah Gibson- GIS
analysis of community gardens in Pittsburgh.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Our participation in events has been focused on political action, with student delegates to Powershift,
attending Mountain Justice Summer, and SEC trainings.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes, Chatham’s 32-acre urban campus is a registered arboretum, with membership in the APGA. We

have a tree protection and management policy. Chatham’s Eden Hall Farm has a forest stewardship
plan to protect and manage its 200+ acres of second-growth forest.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes- As established through our eCollegie Stage 2 program in 2002, the 40th anniversary of the
publication of Silent Spring, Chatham eliminated the use of chemical-based cleaning products.

Chatham requires the purchase of Green-seal certified cleaning and housekeeping products, and
requires no-VOC paint and finishes.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

A brief selection of our many outdoor programs: Outdoor Leadership/Venture Outdoors events provided
throughout the year for students and faculty. Events include rock climbing, horseback riding, kayaking,
etc. Hiking/Backpacking classes: one-credit and three-credit course (hiking the Appalachian Trail for 10
days) Organic Gardening classes provided in both the spring and fall, plus one credit offered over

spring break. There is also a work-and-pick program for students and faculty over the summer. Bike
Collective-led bike rides. Eden Hall Nature Camp for children.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

University Zipcar membership

Chatham students co-founded the Pittsburgh Student Environmental Coalition (PSEC)
Lighting retrofit for largest class building

Green Machines biodiesel shuttles full routing

Grants received for lighting retrofit (to be installed August)

Grant received for solar thermal hot water for 2 resdience halls (to be installed July)
New recycling stations for main buildings

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Chatham has created a School of Sustainability and the Environment, which has at its core a focus on
research and problem-solving. The university will draw upon its diverse undergraduate and graduate
faculty as well as its outreach centers — the Center for Women's Entrepreneurship, the Pennsylvania
Center for Women, Politics, and Public Policy, and the Rachel Carson Institute — to develop academic
and co-curricular programming.

Chatham has started a Master of Arts in Food Studies program. The MAFS is one of the few graduate

food studies programs in the U.S and the only one to offer both sustainable agriculture and culinary arts
and cuisine within a liberal arts environment.

Eden Hall Farm Campus master plan in progress, to be designed as a zero-footprint campus.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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