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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Kent State University

Contact name and title: Melanie Knowles, Sustainability Manager
Contact phone: 330-672-8039

Contact email: mknowlel@kent.edu

School’s city and state: Kent, Ohio

Number of students: 23,000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: MK DATE: 3/25/10




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

28 % Coal 1 9% Wind % Biomass
67 9% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
3 % Nuclear 1 % Hydro % Other

Our Cogeneration plant on the Kent campus uses 100% natural gas and generated 35,200,684 kWh in
FY 2009, or 67% of Kent's electricity needs. During this same fiscal year the Kent campus also
purchased 17,435,211 kWh from Ohio Edison, or 33% of Kent's electricity needs. 86% of electricity in
Ohio is generated through the burning of Coal, 10% is from nuclear, with the other 4% being natural gas,
petroleum, hydroelectric and renewables.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
99 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
1 % Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

Our natural gas cogeneration plant generates electricity and uses the waste heat to produce steam,
which is the primary heat source for buildings on campus.

There are supplemental electric heating systems in some buildings which comprise less than 1% of heat
on campus.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

O 9

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

Kent State's Golf Training Center is currently attempting LEED Certification, and new construction will
target LEED silver certification or higher.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?
O %

This summer Kent State will begin irrigating two areas on campus, Manchester Fields and Centennial
Commons, with well water. Once implemented this will comprise 30-40% of the irrigation on campus.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

26 %

26% is a low estimate of energy-efficient lighting on campus, as it only accounts for lighting retrofits
from one of several program.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

To date we have not tracked the purchase of Energy Star-rated appliances.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Building renovations include attention to energy efficiency such as improved rooftop insulation, more
efficient lighting, and low flow water fixtures in restrooms including residence halls. Infrared envelope
testing is utilized to identify potential problem areas and verify the effectiveness of retrofits.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

%

While Kent State does use locally grown or raised food, we are not able to calculate an accurate
percentage.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

%

While Kent State does use USDA-certified organic foods, we are not able to calculate an accurate
percentage.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Sodexo, one of Kent State's main suppliers, is moving toward sourcing 100% of their seafood from
sources that are either certified by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) or from sustainable
aquaculture sources including those certified by the Aquaculture Certification Council (ACC).

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

%

We are unable to calculate what percentage of entrees served on campus include meat and whether
that meat is produced sustainsustainably.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes, in addition to vegetarian and vegan options available in various dining facilities around campus,
students can also order vegetarian and vegan meals for delivery from Dining Service's Veggie
a-Go-Go. http://www.kentstatedining.com/dining/documents/EastwayVegMenu_000.pdf

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes, Kent State has community garden plots available to residents in our Allerton Student and
Family Housing Complex on campus.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.
Biology (Integrated Science-Life Science), Biology (Life Science), Botany, Chemistry (Life Science/

Chemistry), Conservation, Earth Science (BSE), Earth Science (BA), Earth Science (Integrated
Science), Geography (Environmental Geography), Geology (BA & BS), Horticulture, Zoology

A list of all Majors offered at Kent State can be found here:
http://www.kent.edu/gps/index.cfmte

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

The Environmental Imperative; Introduction to Environmental Tech.; Environmental Tech. 1, 2 and 3;
Special Topics in Environmental Tech.; Individual Investigation in Environmental Tech.; Environmental
Tech. Internship 1 and 2; Ethics, Tech. and the Environment; Sustainable Building Construction 1 and

2; Sustainable Systems and Tech.; Applied Sustainability in Construction Management; Power
Technology; Sustainable Energy | and Il; Life Cycle Design | and |l

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

We are currently in the process of gathering this information. Once complete the list will be available

on the Kent State website.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

In 2009, Assistant Professor Linda Ohrn-McDaniel, of the Kent State University’s School of Fashion
Design and Merchandising, received the ATEXINC Award for “Textile Design” for Best Sustainable
Design by Faculty that was given by Educators for Socially Responsible Apparel Business.

We are currently in the process of surveying the Kent faculty to further identify standout professors
working on environmental and sustainability issues.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Water Resources Research Institute: The Water Resources Research Institute (WRRI) facilitates and
coordinates collaborative research in aquatic sciences across departmental boundaries. The institute
prepares students to deal as professionals with complex issues in water and land management, water
policy decisions and environmental sustainability.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No.

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

%

We are currently in the process of gathering this information.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Kent does not currently have a sustainable-purchasing policy. However, the Sustainability Task Force
subcommittee on Procurement is investigating the opportunities in this area.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?
) %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Kent State's paper supplier has post-consumer recycled content paper and FSC-certified paper as
options. Each department is able to make paper selections individually which are not currently tracked.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

We do not have a formal policy regarding the purchase of EPEAT certified electronics.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

We do not currently have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. There are five bus routes that circle around and through campus as well as another eight routes

to surrounding communities and shopping areas that are free to students, faculty and staff. Annually,
more than 900,000 rides are taken by Kent students, faculty and staff.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

At Kent State we have placed bicycle racks near every residence hall and the majority of academic
buildings, as well as providing indoor bike parking in residence halls. Kent State's esplanade, a
pedestrian and bicycle boulevard through the heart of campus, connects to the Portage County Hike
and Bike Trail. In the near future the esplanade will be extended an additional mile beyond the Kent

State campus into the heart of Kent's downtown. We are also looking into the feasibility of a bike
sharing program on campus.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Faculty, staff and students ride the local PARTA bus routes for free with their FLASHcard IDs.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

64 %

This information is based on research conducted by David Kaplan in 2008 as part of a study
underwritten by the Ohio Transportation Consortium.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

96 %

This information is based on research conducted by David Kaplan in 2004 as part of a study
underwritten by Kent State University and the City of Kent.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

%

We do not yet have accurate numbers for our waste diversion rate.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

No, but an effort is being made to do so.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

We currently compost yard waste. We are also researching the possibility of implementing food
composting.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Kent State is committed to waste reduction, and is in the process of determining what waste reduction
goals to adopt. We currently are working to increase the amount of materials diverted from landfills
through increased recycling of both municipal and construction waste, and reducing resource
consumption.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?
Yes, via a program called " Throw and Go." Bins for food, clothing and other items are located in every

residence hall, and space is designated for donating larger items such as furniture. Last year 93,800
pounds were donated by KSU students.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

President Lefton has made a commitment to sustainability at Kent State and has charged the
Sustainability Task Force with making recommendations regarding language on sustainability in the
University's mission.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, we employ one full-time Sustainability Manager. In addition, there is a volunteer Sustainability
Task Force, comprised of faculty, staff, students and community members.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

No, we have not made an official commitment to reducing Kent's impact on climate change.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

We are currently in the process of conducting our first greenhouse gas inventory.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Kent State achieved a 55% reduction in carbon emissions since 2001 by switching from a coal fired
power plant to a natural gas cogeneration plant.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

No, information about Kent State's endowment fund is not publicly available.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No, Kent State does not currently have an investment-responsiblity committee.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Currently Kent's financial advisors are focused on growth of the endowment.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Kent State’s natural areas include a vernal pool, prairie, forest and wetlands which can be appreciated
on routine walks through campus. Kent State’s property adjacent to the main campus includes an
approximately 35 acre area of wetlands and woods protected by a conservation easement, and well as
the Herrick Arboretum of approximately 25 acres. In addition the university owns approximately 374
acres of land in the several counties surrounding campus, with restricted use such as no future
development or nature conservatory.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

While not mandated by policy, Kent State uses CHEMSAFE cleaning supplies, an environmentally safe
alternative to standard industry cleaning products.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

The Student Recreation and Wellness Center offers adventure trips and clinics including outdoor
climbing, rafting, cross country skiing, downhill skiing, kayaking, backpacking, white water kayaking,
survival basics clinic, backpacking stove clinic, and trip leader training. The outdoor rental center offers
bikes, biking equipment, backpacking and camping gear, and boating equipment.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

In Spring 2009, the Sustainability Task Force was formed, engaging students, faculty, staff and
community members in advancing sustainability at Kent State. On the recommendation of the
Sustainability Task Force, the University’s first Sustainability Manager was hired in Fall 2009. In the last
year activities have included the development of a program to integrate sustainability across the
curriculum, efforts to improve recycling including an intra-campus competition and participation in
RecycleMania, an energy conservation competition among residence halls, and numerous energy and
water saving improvements in campus buildings. The Task Force continues to work with Kent State staff
to explore and implement sustainability strategies. The University is also in the process of establishing
baseline metrics, such as a greenhouse gas inventory, and setting sustainability goals.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

For the second year in a row, Kent was recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation as a Tree Campus
USA for the University's dedication to campus forestry management and environmental stewardship. In
order to receive Tree Campus USA status, Kent State had to meet five core standards of tree care and
community engagement including: establishing a campus tree advisory committee; evidence of a
campus tree-care plan; verification of dedicated annual expenditures on the campus tree-care plan;
involvement in an Arbor Day observance; and the institution of a service-learning project aimed at
engaging the student body.

Taking recycling very seriously, here at Kent State we have implemented single stream recycling across
campus to simplify and encourage our students, staff, and faculty to participate in the university's
recycling program.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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Taking recycling very seriously, here at Kent State we have implemented single stream recycling across campus to simplify and encourage our students, staff, and faculty to participate in the university's recycling program.



