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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.


	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final

	Text1: Knox College
	Text2: Karrie Heartlein, Director of Public Relations
	Text3: 309-341-7340
	Text4: kheartle@knox.edu
	Text5: Galesburg, IL
	Text6: 1,382
	Text7: kh
	Text8: 3-15-10
	Text9: 68.8
	Text10: 5.6
	Text11:  23.3
	Text12: 0.05
	Text13: 
	Text14: 0.6
	Text15: 0.06
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 2.09
	Text19: The above breakdown is for electricity from Integrys WPS, which provides 85% of the Knox's total.

Ameren/IP provides the remaining 15% with generation percentages as follows: Coal 85%, Nuclear 12%, and Hydro 2%.

In September, MidAmerican Energy will provide 85% of Knox's electricity, which has a generation mix of: Coal 50%, Natural Gas 21%, Oil 10%, and Wind 19%. This change will considerably increase usage of renewable electricity generation sources.

In 1999, the college conducted a campus wide energy audit. As a result, Knox embarked on a facilities overhaul to conserve energy on campus. See Category 2, question 5 for details.

Based on calculations in the Clean Air-Cool Planet Calculator, Knox had reduced CO2 emissions by 22% , or 3,117 metric tons, from 1999 - 2009. From 2009-2010, Knox will have achieved a 28% reduction.   
	Text20: 
	Text21: 100
	Text22: 
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: 
	Text27: 0
	Text28: In 2007, Knox completely refurbished a 72 bed residence hall, which added 29 additional bed spaces, and included new, energy efficient windows, heating, air conditioning and lighting.

Knox College has not completed any NEW buildings since 2003, when the E. & L. Andrew Fitness Center -- an addition to Memorial Gym -- was completed. This 13,000 square-foot addition was built with all Low-emittance (Low-E) coated windows and included high efficiency heating, cooling, and lighting systems.
	Text29: 0
	Text30: However, the campus has embarked on a water conservation effort, landscaping in such a way that watering is either unnecessary or substantially reduced. The Knosher Bowl (football field) previously was the largest landscape watering user on campus. In 2009, the college installed field turf and completely eliminated the need for watering. In addition, the watering control system previously used on the football field, was moved to the baseball field.
	Text31: 95
	Text32: From 1999-2009, Knox has retrofitted more than 6,000 lighting fixtures in all academic buildings and eight residential buildings, replacing fixtures with energy-efficient ones. Knox also replaced the theatrical lighting system in Harbach Theatre with energy-efficient fixtures.
	Text33: 70-75
	Text34: When the college purchases new appliances such as refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers, hot water heaters, furnaces and air conditioners, we purchase Energy Star labeled appliances.
	Text35: In 1999, the college conducted a campus wide energy audit. As a result, Knox embarked on a facilities overhaul to conserve energy on campus. From 1999-2009, Knox completed the following:
(1) Installed building control systems to centrally manage building temperatures; recommissioned air handlers; and tested, repaired or replaced stem traps -- saving more than  $531,000 in annual energy costs.
(2) Installed energy efficient, reflective roofs on two academic buildings, greatly reducing heat load during summer months.
(3) Invested over $4.5 million to upgrade lighting, motors, building controls and other energy efficiencies on campus since 2000.
	Text36: 5
	Text37: Knox Dining Services purchases locally grown produce whenever possible. Knox is in recess during the summer, prime growing season in this part of the country. Therefore, the majority of locally grown produce is purchased during the fall term.
	Text38: 5
	Text39: 
	Text40: No
	Text41: 28
	Text42: 
	Text43: Yes, all dining facilities on campus offer substantial vegetarian and vegan options at every meal. 
	Text44: While bottled water is still sold on campus, an effort is underway to eliminate those sales. At the same time, Knox College Dining Services offers refillable beverage containers and a discounted purchase price to encourage more sustainable consumption. Offices also are making efforts to find more sustainable substitutes for bottled water. For instance, at the monthly faculty meetings glasses and large beverage dispensers -- all washable -- have replaced the bottle water supply.
	Text45: The campus has what's called a Community Garden. The garden is tended by students and faculty, who use organic methods and harvest produce for their own personal use. In addition, Knox Dining Services has agreed to purchase fresh produce from the garden. The Community Garden has been operational for two years. A proposal is underway to create a larger garden and an accompanying class on 4.2 acres the college owns near campus.
	Text46: Knox offers majors and minors in environmental studies and biology. Other courses and classes are cross-listed with environmental studies, or touch on sustainability themes. These courses include business courses, anthropology/sociology courses, even American Studies courses.

For instance, in business, sustainability is covered in Marketing and Society, which incorporates the topics of environmentalism, sustainability, and social responsibility; and Business and Society, which covers environmentalism, sustainability, and social responsibility, and uses Hawken's "The Ecology of Commerce." Last fall, this course used the business model of FIJI Mineral Water for discussion and analysis.

In anthropology, the course Native America: Identity and Adaptation is cross-listed with environmental studies. In American Studies, the course Alternatives to Consumerism is cross-listed with environmental studies.
	Text47: ENVS 101 (Introduction to Environmental Studies) covers energy efficiency and solar/wind energy in the context of responses to Global Climate Change and well as Ecological Footprint Analysis.
ENVS 180 (Sustainability) covers efficiency in the context of living holistically and designing new ways of transporting humans and growing sufficient quantities of food.
ENVS 270 (Science, Technology, Environment and Society) reads a book about the history of the combustion engine and more recent advancements in transportation.
ENVS 243 (Energy) is a course being prepared for offering in Academic Year 2010-11. It will address all aspects of current and future energy sources.
	Text48: http://www.knox.edu/About-Knox/We-Are-Knox/Our-Future/Sustainability-at-Knox-College/Coursework.html
	Text49: All Knox professors use their individual research agendas to provide opportunities for students to conduct their own independent research. The following professors spearhead sustainability efforts in the classroom and across the campus.

Tim Kasser, professor of psychology. Professor Kasser has authored a book on materialism (The High Price of Materialism, 2002). Kasser conducts research investigating how certain aspects of psychological functioning, particularly people's values, influence their environmental attitudes and behavior. Kasser's work is frequently referenced and quoted in the national discussion on consumerism, materialism, and ecological issues.

Kasser has two articles in press with the Journal of Cross-cultural Psychology and Solutions. Most recently, he has published articles in Ecopsychology; From hot air to happy endings:  How 
to inspire public support for a low carbon society; The coming transformation:  Values 
to sustain human and natural communities; and 2009 State of the World: Into a Warming World.

Stuart Allison, professor of biology. Professor Allison's research focuses on ecological restoration, which he says is intended to restore sustainability to the human interaction with our planet's ecosystems. Allison has worked to complete the restoration of the prairies at Green Oaks Biological Field Station and is conducting research on the ethics of ecological restoration. Allison published a paper on the subject in Restoration Ecology and has submitted a book proposal tentatively titled Ecological Restoration During Global Environmental Change.

Peter Schwartzman, associate professor of environmental studies and chair of the environmental studies department. Professor Schwartzman is trained as a climatologist, but teaches a variety of interdisciplinary courses in climatology, natural resources, environmental justice, science and technology studies. Schwartzman is a regular columnist on environmental issues in the local paper, has published nationally on topics of climate change and population growth, and has received grants from NOAA and the Rockefeller Brothers Foundation.

Richard Stout, professor of economics. Professor Stout has conducted research on farm land reclamation and post-mining farm yields. He studies how growing populations require increasing amounts of coal. Mining more coal, in turn, destroys farm land needed for raising food and drives climate change through the CO2 emissions from burning coal. Ultimately, even very expensive restoration efforts do not return mined land to its pre-mined productivity. Stout also is an environmental activist who works to protect Illinois farming communities from the effects of coal mining.
	Text50: The 700-acre Green Oaks Biological Field Station offers students the opportunity to conduct research and acquire hands-on experience with a natural prairie ecosystem. Students who participate in the Green Oaks Term experience an intensive interdisciplinary academic program in arts, social sciences and sciences, and share responsibility for cooking, cleaning, and stewardship of the field station. In conjunction with the Associated Colleges of the Midwest, Knox students may participate in such field experiences as the Tropical Field Research program in Costa Rica, or the Oak Ridge Science Semester in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
Knox students have studied environmental and sustainability-related topics at many off-campus programs over the past five years, including ones in Thailand, Turks & Caicos, Mexico, Tanzania, Australia, India, United Kingdom, Kenya, and Greece.
	Text51: Knox College requires all first-year students to complete First-Year Preceptorial. This multidisciplinary, small-group class challenges students to apply their knowledge and skills acquired at Knox to complex issues.
	Text52: 32
	Text53: 6 of 19 academic departments offer courses that include sustainability or touch significantly on environmental issues.
	Text54: When purchasing new appliances such as refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers, hot water heaters, furnaces and air conditioners Knox purchases Energy Star labeled appliances.

Knox has a policy of using sustainable printing and production processes for all materials produced for marketing and advertising purposes. (See question 2 for additional details.)

Knox has made a concerted effort to reduce the number of mailings sent to prospective students and alumni, instead using electronic communications. Since January of 2009, Knox has communicated with prospective students and their parents 1,512,364 times via electronic mailings, significantly reducing the number of communications that would have traditionally been sent via paper mailings.

In addition to reducing print mailings, Knox also has designed many of the remaining print pieces as self-mailers, thereby reducing the additional waste of envelopes, letterhead, and laser printing.

And, finally, as much as possible, marketing materials were printed in 2-year supplies, thus saving the wasted paper and ink of a second full print run.
	Text55: 100
	Text56: 100% of the marketing materials produced for Admission are either FSC certified or recycled (Total FSC-Certified Pieces = 562,000; Total Recycled Paper Pieces = 156,000). Nearly all printed materials for Advancement communications also are printed on FSC-certified paper, while not necessarily at an FSC-certified printer (Total FSC-certified Pieces =  170,775, including the 72-page magazine that is printed twice annually; Percentage of Total Pieces =78%) Nearly 30% of these pieces are BOTH FSC-certified and 30% or more post-consumer waste. 
	Text57: No
	Text58: No
	Text59: While Knox may not specify in contracts, Knox is selective in choosing appliances and equipment that will be energy efficient.
	Text60: The local public bus company, in consultation with the college, designed a bus route that travels past the main residential street on campus and runs an express line to the mall and major shopping area of town. This bus route makes shopping excursions for students quick and convenient -- and helps them feel more comfortable about riding the bus rather than taking a car.

In addition, the campus is located in downtown Galesburg, making many small shops well within walking distance.
	Text61: Knox students have free access to bikes that were donated by the City of Galesburg. The students purchased and refurbished the bikes and now make them available to students. The college provided a space for bike storage and repair on campus -- near the community garden.

Knox places bike racks outside every academic building to make bike riding easy for students, faculty, and staff.

Knox students who pick up recycling from campus were able to purchase a bike cart to allow them to do their job without using gators or other motorized vehicles.

Knox also hosts an occasional breakfast for Ride Your Bike to Work Day to encourage more bike riding.
	Text62: All campus buildings are within approximately 4-5 blocks. There are few streets on the campus interior. And no cars can drive in to the center of campus, including Old Main and the student union.
	Text63: <1
	Text64: The campus is residential, and the majority of students live on campus. Those students who do not live on campus mostly live within walking distance.

Again, the campus does not have interior streets, so the key academic buildings, including the student  union, are only accessible on foot or bike.
	Text65: 90
	Text66: The campus is within walking distance for many faculty and staff. Some choose to ride a bike or to walk. Approximately, 90% of campus employees still use vehicles to get to work.
	Text67: 17
	Text68: Knox encourages the whole community to recycle all paper, plastics (except styrofoam), metal, glass, and cardboard. Recycling containers are plentiful and conveniently located. The college is exploring ways to begin composting and to recycle more from dining services.
	Text69: Yes, and the students take ownership over the program by volunteering to pick up the recyclables, by  encouraging the community to recycle, and by their own example of good environmental stewardship. 
	Text70: As in (2) above, recycling bins are available wherever there are trash receptacles.
	Text71: One student residence is run by students interested in ecological issues and sustainability. It's called Eco House. The students at Eco House use a barrel composter for their household waste. Students also are preparing a college-wide composting proposal. Those details are still in the planning stage.
	Text72: In May 2009, Knox's President Roger Taylor, signed the Sustainable University Compact developed by the Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council. The document pledges Knox to accomplish nine goals by the end of 2010 -- including implementing green building practices, improving water conservation, and incorporating sustainable dining practices. Specific pledges include reducing water usage by at least 15% and increasing waste recycling by at least 15%.

Over the past 4 years, Knox has doubled the amount of material being recycled. Recycling now includes numbers 3, 4, 5, & 7 plastics, as well as all paper and cardboard. All printers are programmed to print double-sided, and any one-sided prints are collected and re-used in the computer labs.  

	Text73: Yes. The students maintain a program called "Free Store," that allows students to donate or acquire unwanted furniture, clothing, and accessories on a regular basis. The program is managed by the students. The college provides a storage space for items that remain from one "Free Store" event to another.
	Text74: Sustainability is part of the college strategic plan. Beginning in 2008, all areas of the college were asked to provide examples of initiatives they could take in their own areas. Over the past two years, each area has launched these initiatives.

On May 20, 2008, President Roger Taylor signed the Talloires Declaration, an institutional commitment to environmental sustainability that has been adopted by colleges and universities worldwide.

In May 2009, Knox's President Roger Taylor signed the Sustainable University Compact developed by the Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council.

The college maintains a set of Web pages detailing Knox's commitment to sustainability: http://www.knox.edu/About-Knox/We-Are-Knox/Our-Future/Sustainability-at-Knox-College.html

	Text75: Since 2007, the President has convened the President's Task Force on Sustainability. This task force, consisting of faculty, students, and staff, meets weekly to consider ideas, assess results, and assign tasks to move the college forward on sustainability. This broad-based approach -- along with presidential leadership -- encourages buy-in from all corners of the Knox community.
	Text76: President Roger Taylor signed the Illinois Sustainable University Compact committing the College to earth-friendly planning and practices over the next two years. The document pledges Knox to accomplish nine goals by the end of 2010 -- including objectives such as implementing green building practices, developing sustainable transportation options, improving water conservation, and incorporating sustainable dining practices.
	Text77: Knox has completed both a Scope 1 and Scope 2 greenhouse-gas-emissions audit. See below for details.
	Text78: Based on calculations in the Clean Air-Cool Planet Calculator, Knox had reduced CO2 emissions by 22% , or 3,117 metric tons, from 1999 - 2009. From 2009-2010, Knox will have achieved a 28% reduction.  See category 1, question 1 for additional details.  
	Text79: Endowment information such as market values, asset class, foreign or domestic, and manager are publicly available. Individual investments included in a manager's portfolio are not publicly available.
	Text80: No.
	Text81: Yes, however, environmental responsibility is not among the selection criteria for investments.
	Text82: Knox junior Abby Pardick has been a campus sustainability leader. She has served as a resource and mentor to those on campus who are interested in sustainability. She authored the campus' Sustainability Handbook, is one of the founding members of the President's Task Force on Sustainability, has served as the Student Senate Sustainability Committe chair, is an active volunteer -- including helping to collect recyclables on campus -- on campus and in the larger Galesburg community. Abby also is a resident of Eco House, where sustainability is knit into the fabric of the residential experience.
	Text83: 65 Knox students attended the Bioneers Conference in Louisville, Kentucky. This conference, held annually, is "a gathering of scientific and social innovators who have demonstrated visionary and practical models for restoring the Earth and communities."

Students participated in a Fall Festival 350 Bike Ride to raise awareness for the 350 effort (reducing to 350 ppm the amount of CO2 in the Earth's atmosphere.) 
	Text84: Green Oaks Biological Field Station is about 20 miles east of the Knox campus. Both a research and recreation area, it encompasses 700 acres (283 hectares) of forest, grassland and aquatic habitat and includes the second-oldest restored tall-grass prairie in North America. Each spring, a portion of the prairie land in Green Oaks is burned, to kill off non-native prairie plants and seedlings and nurture native prairie grasses. The annual Prairie Burn inspired Knox to name its athletic teams the Prairie Fire.

Knox also has two small restored prairie plot on the main campus, one near the student residences, one near the science building and greehouse. The plot provides a demonstration area for prairie grasses and other native species. The plot is tended by students and faculty.
	Text85: No.
	Text86: Green Oaks (see question 3 above) also is includes a small residential and academic building for students who participate in the Green Oaks Term every other year. During their ten weeks at Green Oaks, up to 12 students Live on site and are immersed in an interdisciplinary curriculum taught by Knox faculty from three different academic departments. The curriculum is broad and often includes topics such as ecology, nature writing, nature and art, utopian societies, regional natural history, and sustainability.
Green Oaks is also available as a recreation facility for faculty, staff and students. 
	Text87: Knox continues to raise awareness across the campus through lectures and events. Recent speakers include Holter Graham, John de Graaf, and Clive Hamilton. Recent on-campus activities include volunteering to clean-up a local creek, a campaign to eliminate bottle water and encourage use of reusable containers, purchases of biodegradeable disposable plates and utensils.

This spring, Knox replaced 2 gas-powered gators with electric ones. This is part of a multi-year plan to replace the remaining gas-powered gators over the next several years.
	Text88: Two years ago, Knox students voted to assess themselves a $15 Green Fee (annually), to pay for student sustainability initiatives on campus. The fund amounts to approximately $15,000 per year. Students are encouraged to submit applications for Green Fee funding for projects or purchases that directly increase the sustainability of the Knox College campus.

Past projects have included funding to the International Club to purchase biodegradable dining ware for use at the annual International Fair, and for the printing of the I-mag (also a part of International Fair) on recycled paper with soy ink. Funds also were given to The Knox Student newspaper for the purchase of newspaper racks to reduce paper consumption, and to the Bike Sharing Program to purchase 15 bicycles, accessories, and tools.

The dining services office has been a leader in contributing to the sustainability of the campus. Two years ago, the dining facilities eliminated trays in the cafeteria. This effort's biggest contribution has been to water consumption used to wash trays. It also greatly reduced food waste: Without the tray, users were less inclined to take larger portions and more food than they could eat.

Dining services also eliminated disposable take-out containers in their facilities. Instead, disposables have been replaced with reusable take-out containers. Students bring back the container and receive a clean one in exchange. Dining services ensures that the containers are washed and sanitized.

Knox maintains several "theme houses," small student residences centered on a specific theme. One of Knox's permanent theme houses is Eco House, in which students work together to encourage sustainable living. Here, students conserve water, compost their food waste, host an annual EquiKnox Picnic, and find ways to encourage sustainable living practices throughout the campus.


