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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: University of Louisville (UofL)

Contact name and title: Dr. Justin Mog, Assistant to the Provost for Sustainability Initiatives
Contact phone: 502-852-8575

Contact email: justin.mog@louisville.edu

School’s city and state: Louisville, KY

Number of students: 22,031 (Fall 2009)

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: JMM paATE:; 3-19-10




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

98 9 Coal % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas <1 9% Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear 2 % Hydro % Other

UofL does not generate any electricity on campus, other than a few small pilot solar projects. The most
recent data for sources of this purchased electricity are indicated above. UofL has committed to
ultimately achieving climate neutrality with President James Ramsey signing the American College &
University President's Climate Commitment in 2008. Our immediate goal on this front is to source at least
20% of our power from renewable energy sources by 2020. We are seriously exploring options including
solar, low-impact hydropower, and biomass projects. These plans will be documented in our Climate
Action Plan to be released in September 2010. Our September 2009 greenhouse gas emissions report is
available here: http://acupcc.aashe.org/ghg-report.php?id=121.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

61 % Coal % Biomass
39 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

We are investigating renewable energy options to heat and cool UofL buildings. At Burhans Hall on our
Shelby Campus, in collaboration with the Department of Energy and the Kentucky Rural Energy
Consortium, we've installed an experimental solar heat pipe system for indoor climate control that may
prove to be twice as efficient as other solar systems in places such as Louisville with moderate sun and
cold winters. It should also be noted that UofL is pursuing a reduction in our reliance on fossil fuels
through installations of solar water heating systems (for example, see
https://louisville.edu/kppc/krec/tech-at-work/solar-hot-water-system-installed-at-shelby-campus.html)
and the conversion of waste vegetable oil from our dining halls into biodiesel used to fuel our campus
shuttle (http://louisville.edu/speed/spotlights/from-french-fries-to-fuel-researchers-convert.html).

Read more about some of our renewable energy efforts here:
http://louisville.edu/features/imagination.html.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

60 %

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

Current UofL policy is that all new construction and major renovation projects must be designed to a
minimum of LEED silver standards. Five new buildings have been completed since Jan 1, 2007: YUM!
Center, Marshall Center, HSC Garage, Center for Predictive Medicine and Clinical & Translational
Research. The last three (+2 major renovations) were designed LEED silver or gold, as with CTR:
https://louisville.edu/uofitoday/campus-news/uofl-research-building-gets-high-marks-for-being-green

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

~5 %

Our LEED gold certified Clinical & Translational Research Building captures condensed water from the
air conditioner to irrigate the building’s landscaping. We are installing rain barrels at the new campus
garden to capture water from the roof of the Cultural Center to irrigate crops this summer.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

~100 %

This number is literally changing every day as contractors are installing energy-efficient lighting
systems in 67 buildings campus-wide through our performance contract with Siemens (see below). All
incandescent bulbs are being switched to CFLs and all fluorescent ballasts are being converted to the
most energy-efficient models available. Motion sensors are being installed in appropriate rooms.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

?

' %
Policy: All energy using products purchased by UofL shall meet U.S. EPA Energy Star certification.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. In October 2009, UofL and Siemens Building Technologies Inc. began work on a $21.7 million,
13 Y.-year performance contract to make the main Belknap Campus more energy efficient. The
project is expected to reduce the university’s electricity use by more than 20 percent and its natural
gas and coal use by nearly 40 percent each. The total energy savings will reduce UofL’s annual
greenhouse gas emissions by 55.5 million pounds, an amount equal to removing 4,600 cars from the
road for a year: http://php.louisville.edu/advancement/ocm/news/release.php?relid=1242. In February
2010, an energy audit was completed on our other two campuses (Health Sciences and Shelby)

which found the potential for another $18 million 13 ¥2-year performance contract and we are currently
pursuing that.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

19.13 %

(Data from Sodexo for July-December 2009) Total Local Food Items purchased = $172,873.15
(19.13%).

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

..._1 %

We serve organic fair trade coffee locally roasted by Heine Brothers. Also worth noting this change:
louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/campus-convenience-store-has-fresh-produce-organic-foods

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes, our dining service provider, Sodexo, sources seafood considered sustainable by the Marine
Stewardship Council.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

95 %

From 4 to 5 percent of our meal choices are vegetarian.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes. We offer vegetarian options at our Global Market, Mein Bowl, Garden Toss and Half-Time Grill
eateries.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes, though we are taking steps to reduce bottled water consumption. The GRASS student group &
Student Art League created a quad display of plastic bottles to raise awareness of this issue.
7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

On March 3, 2010 UofL broke ground on an organic campus garden adjacent to the Cultural Center.
The garden is designed as an educational community space with eight student interns in charge of
the decision-making and core maintenance activities: http://louisville.edu/culturalcenter/garden.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

UofL currently offers a Minor in Environmental Analysis through the Department of Geography and
Geosciences. We are in the process of developing a fully interdisciplinary academic program in
Environmental Studies which will ultimately offer a major. Our undergraduate students also gain
exposure to environmental and sustainability themes in UofL's more traditional majors such as
Anthropology, Art, Biology, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Communication, Geography,
Humanities, Industrial Engineering, Liberal Studies, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology,
Sociology, and Urban & Regional Analysis.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Yes. Examples: Delphi Course #109JP3 Solar Energy Workshop; CEE309 Intro to Env. Engineering;
CEES509 Env. Processes & Systems; CEE561 Env. Analysis of Transportation Systems; CEE581 Env.
Impact Analysis; CEE630 Unit Processes in Env. Engineering; LAW841 Energy Law; CHE Thin Films &
Surfaces Characterization; CHE581 Chemical Vapor Deposition; CHEM Electro-analytical Chemistry;
PHYS Solid State Physics; ECE 600 Advanced Device Electronics; ECE 542 Physical Electronics

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes: http://louisville.edu/education/research/centers/environmental-ed/courses.pdf. We are in the
process of moving beyond this list to code all sustainability-related courses in our catalog.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Over a dozen faculty members in our schools of engineering, public health, arts and sciences,
medicine, business and law are respected experts in their particular fields of environmental study. They
include Russell Prough, Lauren Heberle, Teddie Phillipson-Mower, John Cumbler, Keith Sharp, Tony
Arnold, David Simpson, Avery Kolers, Joy Hart, Margaret Carreiro, Keith Mountain, Rodger Payne,
Cam Metcalf, Robert Jacobs, Nat Irvin, Lisa Markowitz, Heather Rypkema and Mahendra Sunkara
(who, for example has published 60+ peer-reviewed articles in refereed journals, holds three U.S.
Patents, and received an NSF CAREER Award & Powe Junior Faculty in Engineering Award in 1999).

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

UofL has many such centers, including the Conn Center for Renewable Energy Research & Env.
Stewardship, KY Institute for Env. Sustainability & Development, Center for Env. Education, KY
Pollution Prevention Center, Center for Env. & Occupational Health, Center for Land Use & Env.
Responsibility, Center for Env. Policy & Management, Center for Env. Science and Center for S.U.N.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Not yet, but we are encouraging faculty to integrate sustainability into their courses through a professior
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?
~25 %

These include, for example: Anthropology, Art, Biology, Civil Engineering, Communication, Geography,
Humanities, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, and Urban & Regional Analysis.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. UofL has a Green Purchasing Policy detailed here:
http://louisville.edu/purchasing/sustainability/greenpolicy.html

The goal of this policy is to reduce the adverse environmental impact of our purchasing decisions by
buying goods and services from manufacturers and vendors who share our commitment to the
environment. Green purchasing is the method wherein environmental and social considerations are
taken with equal weight to the price, availability and performance criteria that colleges and universities
use to make purchasing decisions. Green Purchasing minimizes negative environmental and social
effects through the use of environmentally friendly products. Green Purchasing attempts to identify and
reduce environmental impact and to maximize resource efficiency.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Yes. We just signed a contract with Unisource to purchase Georgia Pacific Recycled Spectrum paper
(30% PCW). This selection was completed as part of the Partnership for a Green City (plus Louisville
Water, Metro Sewer District, Regional Airport Authority & TARC). The paper is SFl and FSC certified.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

Yes. All desktop computers, notebooks and monitors purchased must meet, at a minimum, all EPEAT
environmental criteria designated as “required” (bronze registration) or higher by the IEEE 1680
Standard for the Environmental Assessment of Personal Computer Products, whenever practicable.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

We have no agreements specific to any individual suppliers, but we do have a Green Purchasing policy
through which UofL gives preference in its bidding process to vendors whose products come in
packaging that is reusable, recyclable or compostable or which uses the minimal amount of materials
necessary for product protection.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Our contracts do not currently address the need to have energy-saving features enabled, but we can
easily add that to the policy and implement the language into our contracts in a fairly short amount of
time. According to our Green Purchasing policy, "where applicable, energy-efficient equipment shall be
purchased with the most up-to-date energy efficiency functions. This includes, but is not limited to, high
efficiency space heating systems and high efficiency space cooling equipment.”



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes, UofL was an early leader in the free ride program, having signed a contract with Louisville's public
transit system, the Transit Authority of River City (TARC), in the 1990s which provides a dedicated free
campus shuttle service and allows all UofL students, faculty and staff to ride buses on any route free of
charge by presenting a campus identification card.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Dorm residents can check out bikes free for a day. We're continually adding more bike parking for
commuters and included bicycle transportation considerations in our recent Belknap Campus master
plan revision. We're working with the city government to improve bicycle infrastructure and signage
around campus. We recently ordered 1000 bike maps to distribute on campus. Bicycling is promoted on
our "Commute Green" website and through participation in Bike to Work month & regular reminders to
students and employees (as a part of orientations and via the weekly "Green Tip" section of "UofL
Today" available online and through email). We offer confident cycling classes & are currently
developing a plan to provide a free bike and helmet to anyone at UofL who forgoes a parking permit.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes. UofL provides a major incentive to take public transit by making it absolutely free for all UofL
students, faculty and staff on all routes system-wide through our contract with Louisville's public transit
system, the Transit Authority of River City (TARC). UofL discourages driving to campus by requiring
the purchase of a permit to access car parking on campus. We also have a comprehensive "Commute
Green" website (http://louisville.edu/parking/commute-green.html) where students and employees can
do public transit trip planning & set up carpools, vanpools and even bikepools through tickettoride.org.
We provide regular reminders and information about transportation alternatives to students (through
e-mails and orientations) and to all employees (as a part of new employee orientation and through a
weekly "Green Tip" section of "UofL Today" available online and through email).

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
63.22 %
This is preliminary data from a survey sent to a random sample of students this month (close date for

the survey is March 29, 2010 n=454). UofL has traditionally been a commuter school with an historical
average of just 9% of students living on campus. We've made great strides to increase that to 25%.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

79.16 %

This is preliminary data from a survey sent to a random sample of faculty and staff this month (n=1329,
close date for the survey is March 29, 2010).



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

44.8 o

We diverted 44.8% (up .5%) for 2009. The rate would have been 49.4% (up 5%) if we would not have
suffered a massive flood on August 4, 2009. We were forced to send to the landfill over 900,000 Ibs of
debris during the natural disaster.

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes. In fact, we are converting many former trash cans to recycling bins through our new
single-stream recycling system:
https://louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/uofl-to-launch-single-stream-recycling-pilot-program

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes. Our grounds crew provides recycling bins for all major outdoor events on campus and our new
single-stream recycling contract stipulates that "the contractor shall maintain a small inventory of
containers in reserve for use by the University for special needs (i.e. sporting events) and the addition
of other sites outside of the original scope of work."

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes, UofL composts 100% of its yard wastes (396,000 Ibs. 2003-2008). Our dining service coffee
grounds are now being composted by our community partner, Breaking New Grounds, and we are
currently developing a program to begin composting food waste on campus in coordination with our
new campus garden project. Compost receptacles will be placed in dining facilities soon.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes. The Physical Plant is committed to reducing waste and reusing materials whenever possible. We
reuse limbs, leaves, and other materials from campus grounds for mulch. We operate a surplus
property exchange program where campus office furniture and equipment are reused. Waste
vegetable oil is converted to biodiesel on campus. Since 1991, the Physical Plant has administered
recycling programs for paper, cardboard, fly ash, construction debris, refrigerant, used oil, scrap
metal, and now plastics and metals. In 1995, the Physical Plant and the Dept. of Env.Health & Safety
implemented a program to collect and recycle “universal wastes” including batteries, mercury
containing devices, and lighting. More info: http://louisville.edu/physicalplant/recycling

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. At the end of the fall semester, we held a "Clean Up & Green Up" campaign to collect donations
of reusable items. At the end of the spring semester we operate a campus-wide Swap Shop,
co-sponsored by the Housing and Residence Life Green Committee and the Commuter Students
Association with collection bins for used goods available at all campus dorms, the student activities
center, a number of high-traffic academic buildings, and our Earth Day celebration. Students and
employees can exchange used goods at the Swap Shop and any left-over items are donated to
charity.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes. Sustainability is part of our 2020 Strategic Plan. Under the section entitled "Creative and
Responsible Stewardship" UofL is committed to continually increasing its score within the
comprehensive STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System) framework administered
by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education. We are also committed to
increasing our grade on the Sustainable Endowment Institute's College Sustainability Report Card.
http://louisville.edu/president/2020plan/2020Scorecard-20100129-02. pdf

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes. In 2009, UofL created a new full-time position within the Office of the Provost dedicated to

overseeing sustainability efforts. In August 2009, Dr. Justin Mog was hired as the Assistant to the
Provost for Sustainability Initiatives.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

UofL has committed to ultimately achieving climate neutrality with President James Ramsey signing the
American College & University President's Climate Commitment in 2008. Our immediate goal on this
front is to source at least 20% of our power from renewable energy sources by 2020. We are seriously
exploring options including solar, low-impact hydropower, and biomass projects. These plans will be
documented in our Climate Action Plan to be released in September 2010. UofL also participated in
developing the April 2009 Climate Action Report of the Partnership for a Green City:
http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/Departments/EnvironmentalEd/GreenCity/ClimateActionRpt.pdf

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes. Our September 2009 greenhouse gas emissions report is available here:
http://acupcc.aashe.org/ghg-report.php?id=121.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

We are moving in that direction this year with the $21.7 million energy performance contract. The total
energy savings from the retrofits being installed right now are projected to reduce UofL's annual
greenhouse gas emissions by 55.5 million pounds, an amount equal to removing 4,600 cars from the
road for a year: http://php.louisville.edu/advancement/ocm/news/release.php?relid=1242.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes. The university makes a list of all holdings and a list of votes cast on proxy resolutions only by
category available to the public. The endowment fund is subject to state open records laws, with
information made available to the public upon request. Our budget is posted online at:
http://louisville.edu/finance/budget/opbuds/0910/09100pbud.pdf

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

Yes. This year UofL is forming a Socially-Responsible Investment committee through the office of the
Vice-President for Finance which will develop policies for investing in environmentally- and
socially-responsible companies as well as policies for shareholder advocacy on sustainability concerns
within the companies we hold stock in.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

The endowment is currently invested in community development loan funds as well as on-campus
energy and water efficiency projects. The university is exploring, but not currently invested in, renewable
energy funds or similar investment vehicles. This year UofL is forming a Socially-Responsible
Investment committee through the office of the Vice-President for Finance which will develop policies for
investing in environmentally- and socially-responsible companies.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Yes, both undergraduate and graduate students. For example, UofL Sophomore Anna L. Roeder, is
showing tremendous leadership in environmental responsibility as an active member of the university's
Sustainability Council and as chair of the Housing and Residence Life Green Committee:
https://louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/uofl-green-scene-living-green-and-loving-it.

Mark Noll, a master's student in Urban & Public Affairs is working with the city's Bike Louisville program
to map downtown bicycle parking facilities and develop plans for improved bicycle infrastructure.

Krista Woltermann, the 2009-10 Services Vice-President for UofL's Student Government Association
has been a passionate leader in improving environmental responsibility on campus and helped integrate
sustainability initiatives into the recently passed 2020 Student Plan.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

UofL Housing is currently participating in Recyclemania 2010 (Benchmark Division) from 1/17/10 —
3/27/10.

UofL's Speed School of Engineering is currently recruiting members for a team to compete in the 2011
Solar Decathlon.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Our downtown campuses are expanding almost entirely through redevelopment of brownfield sites. The
new LEED certified Center for Predictive Medicine on our Shelby campus was designed with these
concerns in mind. During construction, protection and retainage of the existing natural habitat was
utilized to limit extensive regrading. Native plants and plants that require little water were used around
the building to reduce the amount of potable water used for landscaping by 50%. Water efficient

landscaping was installed that is not dependent upon permanent irrigation systems. The surrounding
grasses are only mowed twice a yeatr:

http://louisville.edu/updc/projects/inprogress/cpmsustainability.html.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

UofL instituted a campus-wide smoking ban this year. Our LEED designed buildings have additional
indoor air-quality policies: Indoor chemical and pollutant source control is provided. All spaces
containing hazardous gases or materials are negatively pressurized. Prior to occupancy of the building
all regularly occupied spaces are provided with filtration media that provides a Minimum Efficiency
Reporting Value of 13 or better. Only low-VOC paints and coatings were used throughout the facility.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. UofL offers numerous outdoor field trips and community service projects as part of academic
courses and extracurricular activities. Our Office of Community Engagement coordinates many outdoor
and nature-based service activities throughout the year, especially through the SOUL program (such as
the Xstream Clean-up March 27, 2010): http://louisville.edu/leadership/service-opportunities/soul. The
Department of Intramural and Recreational Sports is a rich resource for participants who wish to pursue
a healthy lifestyle with numerous outdoor activities and clubs such as rugby, ultimate frisbee, polo,
tennis and lacrosse. We also offer Alternative Spring Break programs which engage in outdoor service.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

This year we began informing all new employees and students during orientations of UofL's commitment
to sustainability and we've asked them to sign a "Cards Go Green!" pledge committing to take at least
three actions to reduce their environmental impact. We also launched a "Commute Green" website to
encourage the use of alternative transportation. We launched a weekly "Green Tip" section of "UofL
Today" available online and through email sent to all employees. In partnership with Louisville Grows,
we broke ground on an organic campus garden and have started an organic gardening workshop series.
We've installed energy- and water-efficiency retrofits worth $21.7 million to reduce the university’s
electricity use by more than 20 percent and its natural gas and coal use by nearly 40 percent each. We
are dramatically increasing campus housing through public-private partnerships to reduce car trips.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Gray Street Farmers' Market: UofL's School of Public Health and Information Sciences (SPHIS) worked
with community partners (Louisville Metro Department of Public Health & Wellness, UofL Health Care,
Louisville Area Chapter of the Red Cross and Metro United Way) to launch the Gray Street Farmers’
Market. The goal of this new market is to increase access to fresh, locally grown food in the downtown
area. The Gray Street Farmers' Market operates every Thursday from June through October. See:
http://louisville.edu/sphis/gsfm/gray-street-farmers-market.html

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Program: In 2009 UofL partnered with seven local farms to
establish a CSA program with weekly campus drop-offs of fresh local produce for students and
employees. After the season, we conducted a survey of all participants about their experience and
shared the results during a December 10, 2009 training for CSA farmers. We will be expanding this
program in 2010, with the kick-off at our CSA Fair on April 1, 2010.

Partnership for a Green City: UofL helped organize this joint venture of the university, city and public
school system, which is working to make the region more sustainable in a variety of ways. In 2009, the
partnership just issued Louisville's first climate action report. http://www.partnershipforagreencity.org

Green Threads: UofL is now in its second year of a new faculty development initiative aimed at
integrating sustainability across the university's curriclum and into its research efforts.

Greening of Honors Program: UofL's Honors Program is now offering courses each year related to
sustainability. In one course, students can travel within the United States or abroad to learn more about
sustainability issues.

Green dorm room: UofL opened its first green dorm room this fall. The room features extensive
daylighting, low-flow water fixtures, ceiling fans, bamboo flooring, clay walls and smart power strips.

Earth Hour: UofL is turning off the lights on its signature clock tower for one hour in observance of
international Earth Hour at 8:30pm on March 27, 2010. The purpose of the gesture is to attract attention
to the need to reduce energy consumption.

Alternative Spring Break Programs: The Louisville opportunity examines local issues of neighborhood
empowerment, literacy, and affordable housing in the Portland neighborhood. The Asheville, NC (Black
Mt. Community Garden) opportunity examines community initiatives focusing on healthy food access for
lower income populations and healthy living.
http://louisville.edu/leadership/backup/programs/altspringbreak

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text30: Our LEED gold certified Clinical & Translational Research Building captures condensed water from the air conditioner to irrigate the building’s landscaping. We are installing rain barrels at the new campus garden to capture water from the roof of the Cultural Center to irrigate crops this summer.
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	Text32: This number is literally changing every day as contractors are installing energy-efficient lighting systems in 67 buildings campus-wide through our performance contract with Siemens (see below). All incandescent bulbs are being switched to CFLs and all fluorescent ballasts are being converted to the most energy-efficient models available. Motion sensors are being installed in appropriate rooms.
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	Text34: Policy: All energy using products purchased by UofL shall meet U.S. EPA Energy Star certification.
	Text35: Yes. In October 2009, UofL and Siemens Building Technologies Inc. began work on a $21.7 million, 13 ½-year performance contract to make the main Belknap Campus more energy efficient. The project is expected to reduce the university’s electricity use by more than 20 percent and its natural gas and coal use by nearly 40 percent each. The total energy savings will reduce UofL’s annual greenhouse gas emissions by 55.5 million pounds, an amount equal to removing 4,600 cars from the road for a year: http://php.louisville.edu/advancement/ocm/news/release.php?relid=1242. In February 2010, an energy audit was completed on our other two campuses (Health Sciences and Shelby) which found the potential for another $18 million 13 ½-year performance contract and we are currently pursuing that.
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	Text37: (Data from Sodexo for July-December 2009) Total Local Food Items purchased = $172,873.15 (19.13%).
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	Text39: We serve organic fair trade coffee locally roasted by Heine Brothers. Also worth noting this change: louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/campus-convenience-store-has-fresh-produce-organic-foods
	Text40: Yes, our dining service provider, Sodexo, sources seafood considered sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council.
	Text41: 95
	Text42: From 4 to 5 percent of our meal choices are vegetarian.
	Text43: Yes. We offer vegetarian options at our Global Market, Mein Bowl, Garden Toss and Half-Time Grill eateries.
	Text44: Yes, though we are taking steps to reduce bottled water consumption. The GRASS student group & Student Art League created a quad display of plastic bottles to raise awareness of this issue.
	Text45: On March 3, 2010 UofL broke ground on an organic campus garden adjacent to the Cultural Center. The garden is designed as an educational community space with eight student interns in charge of the decision-making and core maintenance activities: http://louisville.edu/culturalcenter/garden.
	Text46: UofL currently offers a Minor in Environmental Analysis through the Department of Geography and Geosciences. We are in the process of developing a fully interdisciplinary academic program in Environmental Studies which will ultimately offer a major. Our undergraduate students also gain exposure to environmental and sustainability themes in UofL's more traditional majors such as Anthropology, Art, Biology, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Communication, Geography, Humanities, Industrial Engineering, Liberal Studies, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, and Urban & Regional Analysis.
	Text47: Yes. Examples: Delphi Course #109JP3 Solar Energy Workshop; CEE309 Intro to Env. Engineering; CEE509 Env. Processes & Systems; CEE561 Env. Analysis of Transportation Systems; CEE581 Env. Impact Analysis; CEE630 Unit Processes in Env. Engineering; LAW841 Energy Law; CHE Thin Films & Surfaces Characterization; CHE581 Chemical Vapor Deposition; CHEM Electro-analytical Chemistry; PHYS Solid State Physics; ECE 600 Advanced Device Electronics; ECE 542 Physical Electronics
	Text48: Yes: http://louisville.edu/education/research/centers/environmental-ed/courses.pdf. We are in the process of moving beyond this list to code all sustainability-related courses in our catalog.
	Text49: Over a dozen faculty members in our schools of engineering, public health, arts and sciences, medicine, business and law are respected experts in their particular fields of environmental study. They include Russell Prough, Lauren Heberle, Teddie Phillipson-Mower, John Cumbler, Keith Sharp, Tony Arnold, David Simpson, Avery Kolers, Joy Hart, Margaret Carreiro, Keith Mountain, Rodger Payne, Cam Metcalf, Robert Jacobs, Nat Irvin, Lisa Markowitz, Heather Rypkema and Mahendra Sunkara (who, for example has published 60+ peer-reviewed articles in refereed journals, holds three U.S. Patents, and received an NSF CAREER Award & Powe Junior Faculty in Engineering Award in 1999).
	Text50: UofL has many such centers, including the Conn Center for Renewable Energy Research & Env. Stewardship, KY Institute for Env. Sustainability & Development, Center for Env. Education, KY Pollution Prevention Center, Center for Env. & Occupational Health, Center for Land Use & Env. Responsibility, Center for Env. Policy & Management, Center for Env. Science and Center for S.U.N. 
	Text51: Not yet, but we are encouraging faculty to integrate sustainability into their courses through a professional development workshop series known as Green Threads.
	Text52: ~25
	Text53: These include, for example: Anthropology, Art, Biology, Civil Engineering, Communication, Geography, Humanities, Philosophy, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, and Urban & Regional Analysis.
	Text54: Yes. UofL has a Green Purchasing Policy detailed here: http://louisville.edu/purchasing/sustainability/greenpolicy.html
The goal of this policy is to reduce the adverse environmental impact of our purchasing decisions by buying goods and services from manufacturers and vendors who share our commitment to the environment. Green purchasing is the method wherein environmental and social considerations are taken with equal weight to the price, availability and performance criteria that colleges and universities use to make purchasing decisions. Green Purchasing minimizes negative environmental and social effects through the use of environmentally friendly products. Green Purchasing attempts to identify and reduce environmental impact and to maximize resource efficiency.
	Text55: 100
	Text56: Yes. We just signed a contract with Unisource to purchase Georgia Pacific Recycled Spectrum paper (30% PCW). This selection was completed as part of the Partnership for a Green City (plus Louisville Water, Metro Sewer District, Regional Airport Authority & TARC). The paper is SFI and FSC certified.
	Text57: Yes. All desktop computers, notebooks and monitors purchased must meet, at a minimum, all EPEAT environmental criteria designated as “required” (bronze registration) or higher by the IEEE 1680 Standard for the Environmental Assessment of Personal Computer Products, whenever practicable.
	Text58: We have no agreements specific to any individual suppliers, but we do have a Green Purchasing policy through which UofL gives preference in its bidding process to vendors whose products come in packaging that is reusable, recyclable or compostable or which uses the minimal amount of materials necessary for product protection. 
	Text59: Our contracts do not currently address the need to have energy-saving features enabled, but we can easily add that to the policy and implement the language into our contracts in a fairly short amount of time. According to our Green Purchasing policy, "where applicable, energy-efficient equipment shall be purchased with the most up-to-date energy efficiency functions. This includes, but is not limited to, high efficiency space heating systems and high efficiency space cooling equipment."
	Text60: Yes, UofL was an early leader in the free ride program, having signed a contract with Louisville's public transit system, the Transit Authority of River City (TARC), in the 1990s which provides a dedicated free campus shuttle service and allows all UofL students, faculty and staff to ride buses on any route free of charge by presenting a campus identification card.
	Text61: Dorm residents can check out bikes free for a day. We're continually adding more bike parking for commuters and included bicycle transportation considerations in our recent Belknap Campus master plan revision. We're working with the city government to improve bicycle infrastructure and signage around campus. We recently ordered 1000 bike maps to distribute on campus. Bicycling is promoted on our "Commute Green" website and through participation in Bike to Work month & regular reminders to students and employees (as a part of orientations and via the weekly "Green Tip" section of "UofL Today" available online and through email). We offer confident cycling classes & are currently developing a plan to provide a free bike and helmet to anyone at UofL who forgoes a parking permit.
	Text62: Yes. UofL provides a major incentive to take public transit by making it absolutely free for all UofL students, faculty and staff on all routes system-wide through our contract with Louisville's public transit system, the Transit Authority of River City (TARC). UofL discourages driving to campus by requiring the purchase of a permit to access car parking on campus. We also have a comprehensive "Commute Green" website (http://louisville.edu/parking/commute-green.html) where students and employees can do public transit trip planning & set up carpools, vanpools and even bikepools through tickettoride.org. We provide regular reminders and information about transportation alternatives to students (through e-mails and orientations) and to all employees (as a part of new employee orientation and through a weekly "Green Tip" section of "UofL Today" available online and through email).
	Text63: 63.22
	Text64: This is preliminary data from a survey sent to a random sample of students this month (close date for the survey is March 29, 2010 n=454). UofL has traditionally been a commuter school with an historical average of just 9% of students living on campus. We've made great strides to increase that to 25%.
	Text65: 79.16
	Text66: This is preliminary data from a survey sent to a random sample of faculty and staff this month (n=1329, close date for the survey is March 29, 2010).
	Text67: 44.8
	Text68: We diverted 44.8% (up .5%) for 2009. The rate would have been 49.4% (up 5%) if we would not have suffered a massive flood on August 4, 2009. We were forced to send to the landfill over 900,000 lbs of debris during the natural disaster.
	Text69: Yes. In fact, we are converting many former trash cans to recycling bins through our new single-stream recycling system: https://louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/uofl-to-launch-single-stream-recycling-pilot-program
	Text70: Yes. Our grounds crew provides recycling bins for all major outdoor events on campus and our new single-stream recycling contract stipulates that "the contractor shall maintain a small inventory of containers in reserve for use by the University for special needs (i.e. sporting events) and the addition of other sites outside of the original scope of work."
	Text71: Yes, UofL composts 100% of its yard wastes (396,000 lbs. 2003-2008). Our dining service coffee grounds are now being composted by our community partner, Breaking New Grounds, and we are currently developing a program to begin composting food waste on campus in coordination with our new campus garden project. Compost receptacles will be placed in dining facilities soon.
	Text72: Yes. The Physical Plant is committed to reducing waste and reusing materials whenever possible. We reuse limbs, leaves, and other materials from campus grounds for mulch. We operate a surplus property exchange program where campus office furniture and equipment are reused. Waste vegetable oil is converted to biodiesel on campus. Since 1991, the Physical Plant has administered recycling programs for paper, cardboard, fly ash, construction debris, refrigerant, used oil, scrap metal, and now plastics and metals. In 1995, the Physical Plant and the Dept. of Env.Health & Safety implemented a program to collect and recycle “universal wastes” including batteries, mercury containing devices, and lighting. More info: http://louisville.edu/physicalplant/recycling

	Text73: Yes. At the end of the fall semester, we held a "Clean Up & Green Up" campaign to collect donations of reusable items. At the end of the spring semester we operate a campus-wide Swap Shop, co-sponsored by the Housing and Residence Life Green Committee and the Commuter Students Association with collection bins for used goods available at all campus dorms, the student activities center, a number of high-traffic academic buildings, and our Earth Day celebration. Students and employees can exchange used goods at the Swap Shop and any left-over items are donated to charity.
	Text74: Yes. Sustainability is part of our 2020 Strategic Plan. Under the section entitled "Creative and Responsible Stewardship" UofL is committed to continually increasing its score within the comprehensive STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System) framework administered by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education. We are also committed to increasing our grade on the Sustainable Endowment Institute's College Sustainability Report Card.
http://louisville.edu/president/2020plan/2020Scorecard-20100129-02.pdf
	Text75: Yes. In 2009, UofL created a new full-time position within the Office of the Provost dedicated to overseeing sustainability efforts. In August 2009, Dr. Justin Mog was hired as the Assistant to the Provost for Sustainability Initiatives.
	Text76: UofL has committed to ultimately achieving climate neutrality with President James Ramsey signing the American College & University President's Climate Commitment in 2008. Our immediate goal on this front is to source at least 20% of our power from renewable energy sources by 2020. We are seriously exploring options including solar, low-impact hydropower, and biomass projects. These plans will be documented in our Climate Action Plan to be released in September 2010. UofL also participated in developing the April 2009 Climate Action Report of the Partnership for a Green City: http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/Departments/EnvironmentalEd/GreenCity/ClimateActionRpt.pdf
	Text77: Yes. Our September 2009 greenhouse gas emissions report is available here: http://acupcc.aashe.org/ghg-report.php?id=121.
	Text78: We are moving in that direction this year with the $21.7 million energy performance contract. The total energy savings from the retrofits being installed right now are projected to reduce UofL’s annual greenhouse gas emissions by 55.5 million pounds, an amount equal to removing 4,600 cars from the road for a year: http://php.louisville.edu/advancement/ocm/news/release.php?relid=1242. 
	Text79: Yes. The university makes a list of all holdings and a list of votes cast on proxy resolutions only by category available to the public. The endowment fund is subject to state open records laws, with information made available to the public upon request. Our budget is posted online at:
http://louisville.edu/finance/budget/opbuds/0910/0910opbud.pdf
	Text80: Yes. This year UofL is forming a Socially-Responsible Investment committee through the office of the Vice-President for Finance which will develop policies for investing in environmentally- and socially-responsible companies as well as policies for shareholder advocacy on sustainability concerns within the companies we hold stock in.
	Text81: The endowment is currently invested in community development loan funds as well as on-campus energy and water efficiency projects. The university is exploring, but not currently invested in, renewable energy funds or similar investment vehicles. This year UofL is forming a Socially-Responsible Investment committee through the office of the Vice-President for Finance which will develop policies for investing in environmentally- and socially-responsible companies.
	Text82: Yes, both undergraduate and graduate students. For example, UofL Sophomore Anna L. Roeder, is showing tremendous leadership in environmental responsibility as an active member of the university's Sustainability Council and as chair of the Housing and Residence Life Green Committee:
https://louisville.edu/uofltoday/campus-news/uofl-green-scene-living-green-and-loving-it.
Mark Noll, a master's student in Urban & Public Affairs is working with the city's Bike Louisville program to map downtown bicycle parking facilities and develop plans for improved bicycle infrastructure.
Krista Woltermann, the 2009-10 Services Vice-President for UofL's Student Government Association has been a passionate leader in improving environmental responsibility on campus and helped integrate sustainability initiatives into the recently passed 2020 Student Plan.
	Text83: UofL Housing is currently participating in Recyclemania 2010 (Benchmark Division) from 1/17/10 – 3/27/10. 
UofL's Speed School of Engineering is currently recruiting members for a team to compete in the 2011 Solar Decathlon.

	Text84: Our downtown campuses are expanding almost entirely through redevelopment of brownfield sites. The new LEED certified Center for Predictive Medicine on our Shelby campus was designed with these concerns in mind. During construction, protection and retainage of the existing natural habitat was utilized to limit extensive regrading. Native plants and plants that require little water were used around the building to reduce the amount of potable water used for landscaping by 50%. Water efficient landscaping was installed that is not dependent upon permanent irrigation systems. The surrounding grasses are only mowed twice a year: http://louisville.edu/updc/projects/inprogress/cpmsustainability.html.
	Text85: UofL instituted a campus-wide smoking ban this year. Our LEED designed buildings have additional indoor air-quality policies: Indoor chemical and pollutant source control is provided. All spaces containing hazardous gases or materials are negatively pressurized. Prior to occupancy of the building all regularly occupied spaces are provided with filtration media that provides a Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value of 13 or better. Only low-VOC paints and coatings were used throughout the facility.
	Text86: Yes. UofL offers numerous outdoor field trips and community service projects as part of academic courses and extracurricular activities. Our Office of Community Engagement coordinates many outdoor and nature-based service activities throughout the year, especially through the SOUL program (such as the Xstream Clean-up March 27, 2010): http://louisville.edu/leadership/service-opportunities/soul. The Department of Intramural and Recreational Sports is a rich resource for participants who wish to pursue a healthy lifestyle with numerous outdoor activities and clubs such as rugby, ultimate frisbee, polo, tennis and lacrosse. We also offer Alternative Spring Break programs which engage in outdoor service.
	Text87: This year we began informing all new employees and students during orientations of UofL's commitment to sustainability and we've asked them to sign a "Cards Go Green!" pledge committing to take at least three actions to reduce their environmental impact. We also launched a "Commute Green" website to encourage the use of alternative transportation. We launched a weekly "Green Tip" section of "UofL Today" available online and through email sent to all employees. In partnership with Louisville Grows, we broke ground on an organic campus garden and have started an organic gardening workshop series. We've installed energy- and water-efficiency retrofits worth $21.7 million to reduce the university’s electricity use by more than 20 percent and its natural gas and coal use by nearly 40 percent each. We are dramatically increasing campus housing through public-private partnerships to reduce car trips.
	Text88: Gray Street Farmers' Market: UofL's School of Public Health and Information Sciences (SPHIS) worked with community partners (Louisville Metro Department of Public Health & Wellness, UofL Health Care, Louisville Area Chapter of the Red Cross and Metro United Way) to launch the Gray Street Farmers’ Market. The goal of this new market is to increase access to fresh, locally grown food in the downtown area. The Gray Street Farmers' Market operates every Thursday from June through October. See: http://louisville.edu/sphis/gsfm/gray-street-farmers-market.html

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Program: In 2009 UofL partnered with seven local farms to establish a CSA program with weekly campus drop-offs of fresh local produce for students and employees. After the season, we conducted a survey of all participants about their experience and shared the results during a December 10, 2009 training for CSA farmers. We will be expanding this program in 2010, with the kick-off at our CSA Fair on April 1, 2010.

Partnership for a Green City: UofL helped organize this joint venture of the university, city and public school system, which is working to make the region more sustainable in a variety of ways. In 2009, the partnership just issued Louisville's first climate action report. http://www.partnershipforagreencity.org

Green Threads: UofL is now in its second year of a new faculty development initiative aimed at integrating sustainability across the university's curriclum and into its research efforts.

Greening of Honors Program: UofL's Honors Program is now offering courses each year related to sustainability. In one course, students can travel within the United States or abroad to learn more about sustainability issues.

Green dorm room: UofL opened its first green dorm room this fall. The room features extensive daylighting, low-flow water fixtures, ceiling fans, bamboo flooring, clay walls and smart power strips.

Earth Hour: UofL is turning off the lights on its signature clock tower for one hour in observance of international Earth Hour at 8:30pm on March 27, 2010. The purpose of the gesture is to attract attention to the need to reduce energy consumption.

Alternative Spring Break Programs: The Louisville opportunity examines local issues of neighborhood empowerment, literacy, and affordable housing in the Portland neighborhood. The Asheville, NC (Black Mt. Community Garden) opportunity examines community initiatives focusing on healthy food access for lower income populations and healthy living. http://louisville.edu/leadership/backup/programs/altspringbreak


