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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Northland College
Contact name and title: Clare Hintz
Contact phone: 715-682-1492
Contact email: chintz@northland.edu
School’s city and state: Ashland, Wi

Number of students: 600

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:_CH DATE: 3/24/10




Category 1:

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

37 % Coal 3 % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro 60 9, Other Wood

Distributed among its seventeen buildings, the college currently boasts two geothermal grids (connected
to the Dexter Library and the Ponzio Campus Center), two wind turbines (connected to the MacLean
Environmental Living and Learning Center and the Strawbale Energy Lab), four photo-voltaic arrays
(connected to the President’s House, the Strawbale Energy Lab, the Dexter Library, and the McLean
Environmental Living and Learning Center) and three solar hot water arrays (connected to the Strawbale
Energy Lab, McMillan Residence Hall, and the McLean Environmental Living and Learning Center). We
purchase Xcel Energy's wind energy option for electricity equivalent to the electricity needed for the
newly renovated campus library.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
80 % Natural Gas 20 o Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

The numbers above are an estimate; we don't have a data tracker on our two geothermal systems.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 %
0

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

The library certification process is nearly complete and is expected to be LEED gold.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

90 %

With the exception of the soccer field, we do not apply water to campus landscaping unless in a severe
drought. The soccer field has a water efficient underground system. Stormwater is captured through
bioswales and allowed to infiltrate slowly, which contributes to overall soil moisture.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

80% %

The campus is finalizing a Dark Skies policy to plan for lighting upgrades and minimize outdoor light

pollution. It is common practice to shut off lights in offices and classrooms unless they are absolutely
needed.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?
80 o

We have upgraded motors for pumps, refrigerators, photocopiers, computers, and servers.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. Following building by building audits of all our structures, we have outlined retrofitting and
efficiency priorities and woven them into the Facilities department's five year plan and our Climate
Action Plan.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

%

We place a priority on sourcing regional products, but using 100 mile radius is difficult, given our zone
4 climate and declining farming sector; grains come from the midwest.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

20 o

The majority of ingredients in our vegan and vegetarian entrees is certified organic. We have had
vegan and vegetarian entrees since 1995. The cafeteria also uses cage-free shell eggs.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

100%

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

50 %

We host occasional Free-Range Fridays to highlight local sources of meat. In our climate action
plan, we have a goal of sourcing 90% of campus food from within a 200 mile radius; all vegetables,
fruit, milk, eggs, meat, and cheese from within 75 miles. Because we need more area farmers, we
are incorporating more agriculture into our curriculum!

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
No.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes, deep-organic methods, though not certified. We model Permaculture on 3 acres. The campus
garden is run by three students, who maintain production space, which feeds all of the incoming
freshman on their orientation trips, and community garden space, which is rented out every summer.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

We've had an environmental-liberal arts mission, infused throughout our curriculum, for 40 years. Our
Environmental Studies program, initiated in 1970, refocused in 2009 into several new majors. In Fall of
2009 we launched a completely redesigned curriculum focusing more tightly on our mission and
interdisciplinarity. Environmental majors include: Biology, Environmental Chemistry, Environmental
Geoscience, Art, Humanities, Natural Resources, Humanity and Nature Studies, Native American
Studies, Outdoor Education, Sociology and Social Justice, and Sustainable Community Development.
Our liberal arts curriculum includes tracks on the Lake Superior watershed and Sustainable Agriculture.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Yes, ENV 250: Photovoltaics. We also have an agreement with our local technical college, so that our
students can earn a certificate in renewable energy.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes. Statements about our commitment to environment, social justice, and sustainability are explicit in
nearly all program descriptions. http://www.northland.edu/academics-catalogs.htm.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Elizabeth Andre, Outdoor Education, researches the dynamic of hope and climate change. Cynthia
Belmont, English, conducts research in Ecofeminism. Paul Bogard, English, is the editor of a
collection, Let There Be Night: Testimony on Behalf of the Dark. Jorge Conessa-Sevilla, Psychology,
is active in the development of the new field of Ecopsychology. Tony Kern, Biology, has developed a
molecular approach to the genetics of wild rice that holds promise for diagnosing problems endemic to
isolated stands of Lake Superior wild rice. Rajat Panwar, business, publishes on social responsibility,
Kevin Schanning, reasearches the social carrying capacity for timberwolf populations.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

The Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute has been Northland College’s outreach arm on
environmental sustainability for thirty-seven years.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

Yes, because most of our courses have a direct environmental theme. Starting in 2009, all students col

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

100 %



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Itis in revised form, approved by the campus Master Planning Committee, and awaiting review of the
President's staff.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
yes.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

We have a practice of buying in bulk. We use bulk condiment dispensers in the cafeteria.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. We have an agreement with the local bus service that allows free travel for all students, faculty,
and staff. We are also a walkable campus: five minutes to reach any building on the campus.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?
We have a bike shop, a fleet of "free" bikes for use, covered bike storage in several areas around

campus, shower facilities, and bike racks for all buildings. Parking lots close to residence halls cost
significantly more than parking lots far away. (Out of sight out of mind).

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes, we are a Best Workplaces for Commuters awarded campus. We have designated carpool
parking spaces, and a ride-share board.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

10 %

Depending on the season.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?
50 o

The percentage is hard to quanitfy -- 100% drive at some point in the year (we have winter); most bike
or walk when the weather permits.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

2%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes, since 1973. Northland recycles metals, paper, cardboard, plastics, glass, ink cartridges, cell
phones, clothing, computer parts, and properly disposes of all toxic or hazardous materials. Color
coded recycling and trash facilities are located in all buildings. A student worker is hired to track
waste and recycling generation on campus and see ways to reduce it. Class projects evaluate the
effectiveness of the recycling program, and the program is promoted in orientation materials.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes,

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes. We have a zero organic waste cafeteria.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes, We have committed to zero-waste in our Climate Action Plan. In cooperation with Chartwells,
the Ponzio Campus Center hosts a collection point for hard-to-recycle items: batteries, cell phones,
and ink cartridges. The cell phones are shipped to a non-profit organization that exchanges donated
cell phones for calling card minutes that allow U.S. soldiers serving overseas to call home. The
college’s old computers are either sold off to individuals or sent to a reputable recycler. As the
campus has expanded, the college has recycled two complete houses — individuals have purchased
them, and had them moved off site, making room for new campus development. Interoffice mail is

sent in reused envelopes. Our catalog, financial aid, and business activities are paperless. We use
bulk condiment dispensers in the cafeteria.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. In May, 2008, the campus Reuse Center first began accepting reusable goods. Members of the
campus community can visit the center and find free items of use. Environmental Council students

collected approximately 36 cubic yards of reusable goods as students moved out of the residence halls
for that year from bins located in every dormitory.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes, "Northland College aims, by academic excellence and sustainable practice, to lead the way to a
world where human and other biological communities can thrive together indefinitely." In 2006
Northland officially adopted the Natural Step Framework as its definition of sustainability.

http://www.northland.edu/about-northland-mission-vision.htm

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

There is a full-time Sustainability Coordinator, and 22 work study positions specifically in sustainability
which are overseen by the Sustainability Coordinator. The student association has a Sustainability

Director as well. Environmental Council, a team of faculty, staff, and students, has been the strategic
body dealing with sustainability for over 20 years.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Northland is a leading signatory of the Presidents Climate Commitment and is currently finalizing a
climate action plan. In keeping with our philosophy of using the campus as a learning tool, a number of
courses are involved in the background research and consensus-building to develop the implementation
plan. 68% of our footprint comes from our building heating and electricity use. We are planning to

convert the rest of campus to geothermal heat and will be purchasing 100% renewably-generated
electricity soon.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Two, which are available on the AASHE website.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes, compared to last year. Savings were due to retrofits on campus.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes, through annual reports from our CFO.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

Yes, through the Board of Trustees.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Yes, 2.5 million of our 18 million endowment is allocated to environmentally responsible investments.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

The Northland College Student Association (NCSA) is an independent 501C(3) so its has full control of
collecting and spending its student fees. NCSA runs a renewable energy fund (REF) which is $40 per
semester per student which the student government spends on a renewable energy project on campus.
NCSA has its own sustainability director, 3% of campus students work in Campus Sustainability and
another 3% volunteer time regularly. Students regularly present at conferences such as AASHE and
UMACS. Northland hosts the first US chapter of the international sustainable business student
association OIKOS, and Northland students have pioneered a decisionmaking framewaork for purchasing
outdoor gear that they are working on having incorporated in the Leave No Trace guidelines.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes, we have a native landscaping plan for the campus that features stormwater management. We

prioritize renovation over new construction, and have a campus Master Plan that protects our natural
areas.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. We use nearly 100% green seal certified and other non-toxic cleaning products.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

There's not room! Upgraded servers, upgraded motors, new high-efficiency windows on the Sigurd
Olson Environmental Institute; launched a paper use reduction campaign; consolidated all printers on
campus to high-efficiency photocopiers which automatically double-side paper, expanded the campus
garden from less than an acre to five acres, expanded student compost crew from 4 to 6 students,
developed our Climate Action Plan through a transparent and participatory process that has substantive
buy-in across campus, began more systematic tracking through STARS, completed solar panel
installation on the library conducted by students, initiated a Slow Food Chapter, launched redesigned
curriculum, contributed over 500 hours of volunteer time on local farms, hosted Chris Luginbuhl (Dark
Skies), hosted Joel Salatin and Michael Ableman (sustainable agriculture), held a summit on local food

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

| can't get #5 in this Category to accept my typing: We have one of the oldest Outdoor Education
departments in the country, launching a major in 1975. All incoming freshmen are required to take an
Outdoor Orientation trip. We have an office that offers a wealth of outdoor co-curricular activities for
students, faculty, and staff, and a rental facility where students, faculty, and staff can rent outdoor gear.

Our structured co-curriculum includes the goals that Northland graduates will be able to:

Lead ethically

Be active citizens in their community
Understand and live their values

Work toward a just and sustainable world
Actively engage in life’s challenges

Live well-rounded and balanced lives

http://www.northland.edu/co-curriculum.htm

This statement is identified as a learning outcome of our general liberal education requirements:

Appreciation for the relationship between humans and the natural world that prepares them to live lives
that are sensitive to the needs of an ecologically sustainable future. Graduates will be able to:
Explain interdependencies among components of an ecosystem;
Describe a variety of attitudes expressed by humans toward the natural world;
Bring multi-disciplinary perspectives to bear on the analyses of environmental concerns;
Act with understanding and integrity on issues related to ecological sustainability.

As of fall of 2008, the campus store, managed by Chartwells, longer uses plastic bags. Reusable cloth
bags are offered, and new students choose between a free canvass bag or reusable mug.

Northland was the first school in Wisconsin to sign up for a pilot project with EPA Region Five and the
WAICU consortium of schools to assess toxics handling on campuses and improve compliance.

All incoming students go through a sustainability workshop conducted by the campus sustainability
coordinator and the work-study crew.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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Our structured co-curriculum includes the goals that Northland graduates will be able to: 

Lead ethically
Be active citizens in their community
Understand and live their values
Work toward a just and sustainable world
Actively engage in life’s challenges
Live well-rounded and balanced lives

http://www.northland.edu/co-curriculum.htm


This statement is identified as a learning outcome of our general liberal education requirements:

Appreciation for the relationship between humans and the natural world that prepares them to live lives that are sensitive to the needs of an ecologically sustainable future.  Graduates will be able to: 
 Explain interdependencies among components of an ecosystem;
 Describe a variety of attitudes expressed by humans toward the natural world;
  Bring multi-disciplinary perspectives to bear on the analyses of environmental concerns;
  Act with understanding and integrity on issues related to ecological sustainability.


As of fall of 2008, the campus store, managed by Chartwells, longer uses plastic bags.  Reusable cloth bags are offered, and new students choose between a free canvass bag or reusable mug.

Northland was the first school in Wisconsin to sign up for a pilot project with EPA Region Five and the WAICU consortium of schools to assess toxics handling on campuses and improve compliance.

All incoming students go through a sustainability workshop conducted by the campus sustainability coordinator and the work-study crew. 


