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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Northwestern University

Contact name and title: Julie Cahillane, Manager of Recycling & Refuse
Contact phone: 847-467-1374

Contact email: j-cahillane@northwestern.edu

School’s city and state: Evanston, IL

Number of students: 17,507 FTE

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INmiAL:_JCC pate: 3.18.10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

53 % Coal % Wind % Biomass
7 % Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
35 9% Nuclear % Hydro 5 % Other hydro, wind & misc

NU purchases Renewable Energy Credits (REC) for 20% of campus energy use. The US EPA Green
Power Partnership ranks the campus 2nd in the Big Ten and 9th nationally in campus renewable energy
purchases.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

Loy

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

One LEED Gold for Commercial Interiors. The campus has a commitment that all new buildings and
major rehabs will be LEED certified. Two buildings have been certified (one silver, one gold), one is

complete with final certification awaiting (will be silver or gold). There are currently 3 buildings under
construction which will be LEED rated.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

%

% unknown. NU has a cistern at one location with a second to be installed as part of a current
construction project. Bioswales were incorporated into two parking lot designs.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

~80 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

% is unknown. The campus has a mandate that all equipment purchased must be Energy Star rated.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

The campus is conducting energy audits of all major buildings to identify & implement energy cost

saving measures (ECSMs). The administration is committed to implementing ECSMs with a 7-year
ROI.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

S %

Stats for 1, 2 & 4 are for residence dining halls only. Retail outlets carry/sell organic items but that is
not "food served."

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

15 o

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

80 %

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Two student managed gardens, both use organic/sustainable materials & planting methods.
Perennials, edible annuals and organic produce are grown at both. The newest garden will utilize
harvested produce in campus food service with hopes to expand to community shelters.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Environmental Sciences Major
Environmental Engineering Major
Earth & Planetary Sciences Major
Plant Biology & Conservation Masters
Environmental Policy & Culture (minor)

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.
Yes. Energy Systems for the 21st Century; Sustainability: Energy, Environment & Ethics; Energy &

Environment: the Automobile; Energy, Science & Society; Renewable Energy: Policy & Development
(study abroad program in Germany); Energy & Oil Law.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes http://www.isen.northwestern.edu/Education/CoursesEnergySustainability.aspx.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Not enough space here to list accomplishments, etc. Some prominent professors are:

Kimberly Gray, Harold Kung, David Dunand, Mark Ratner, David Dana, Lynne Kiesling, Yael Wolinsky,

Jean-Francois Gaillard, Scott Barnett, Yip Wah Chung, Brad Sageman, Andy Jacobson, Neal Blair,
Susan Thistle, Mark Sheldonm, Mike Marasco.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

ISEN http://www.isen.northwestern.edu/default.aspx. NiSP
http://www.sustainability.northwestern.edu/. ICEP http://www.iec.northwestern.edu/. ANSER
http://www.ansercenter.org/. Fuel Cell Research http://barnett.mccormick.northwestern.edu/. CEET
http://ceet.mccormick.northwestern.edu/. Hydrogen Research Grp http://zeolites.cqe.northwestern.edu

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No.
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?
~24 o

19 different departments offer environment or sustainability-related courses. See web link above with
the list of classes/departments.



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

The campus purchasing policy includes a section on "Environmental Awareness" which covers energy
efficiency, shipping materials and recycled content among other things. Details at
http://www.northwestern.edu/uservices/purchasing/policy.pdf (p. 21).

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

2 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

% is for copy paper which is SFl-certif'd. Business card stock is FSC certified with 20% post-consumer
recycled content. Stationary used annually (20,000 pounds of campus letterhead & envelope stock) is
Green Seal certified and contains 30% post-consumer recycled fiber and 25% cotton fiber.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

Purchasing Resource Services establishes contracts for campus computer purchases which are EPEAT
certified.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

See purchasing policy.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. There are multiple free shuttles on campus, to local services & transportation as well as between
campuses. See http://www.northwestern.edu/uservices/transportation/shuttles/index.html.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Bikes confiscated on campus that are not claimed are sold back to the community at annual sales.
There is secure, sheltered bike parking on the Chicago campus. Free bike registration is offered by
University Police. UP also offers a bike safety & security program.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yes. Both campuses are well-served by public transit. Public transit fares can be paid for with pre-tax
funds, deducted from paychecks. NU offers a ride-share program
http://www.northwestern.edu/uservices/transportation/commuter/rideshare.html which includes an
emergency ride home service. NU facilitates a carpool to Argonne National Lab
http://www.northwestern.edu/uservices/transportation/shuttles/argonne.html. Two car sharing

programs offer discounts for NU and have cars on or close to campus. Use of free shuttles is
encouraged and highly promoted.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?
5% %

*of Evanston campus students purchase a parking permit. 13% of Chicago campus students
purchase a permit.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

*of Evanston campus faculty/staff purchase a parking permit. The University limits faculty/staff parking

via an established walking zone. Those living in this zone are not allowed to purchase parking permits.

See http://www.northwestern.edu/up/parking/eligibility _faculty.html. 20% of Chicago campus staff and
40% of Chicago faculty purchase a permit.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

30%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

There are recycling receptacles in every campus residence, academic and administration building on
campus.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

All landscape waste is composted. Commercial food waste composting has not been established in
the state of IL. A recent change to state law is making commercial food waste compost facilities
feasible and NU hopes to be able to compost food waste when operations are established.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.
No specific goals at this time.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. Bins are placed in every residence hall and one common campus location (for access by those

not living on campus) for collection of food and clothing. This program has been in operation for more
than 10 years with significant annual donations.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

The Northwestern University Commitment to Environmental Sustainability can be found at
http://www.northwestern.edu/fm/environmental_sustainability.htm.

One of the eight basic Planning Principles of Northwestern's Campus Framework Plan, adopted by the
University in April 2009, is "Design in accordance with the University’s sustainability guidelines.” For the

entire Framework Plan, visit http://www.northwestern.edu/fm/ and click on 'Evanston Campus Planning’
banner.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

The full-time Manager of Recycling & Refuse works on sustainability issues and the Initiative on

Sustainability & Energy (ISEN) has 4 staff members. The Sustainability Working Group (SWaG) was
established in 2007 to promote sustainability on campus.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Not yet.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
No.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Complete endowment information is available only to Trustees and senior administrators of the
University. However, select information is available on the Investment Office web site,
http://www.northwestern.edu/investment/index.html.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

We have a Proxy Committee that manages proxy voting as well as social issues that arise from time to
time. Environmental issues would fall under their purview.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.
We have made investments in targeted funds that invest solely in energy technology companies. In

addition, some of our venture capital and private equity managers invest in these types of companies
opportunistically.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

There are three very active environmental student groups on campus. Engineers for a Sustainable
World (ESW http://msgroups.mccormick.northwestern.edu/esw/index.php). Students for Ecological &
Environmental Development (SEED http://groups.northwestern.edu/seed/aboutus.html). Ecological
Campus Outreach at Hillel (ECO http://www.nuhillel.org/?
g=content/eco-environmental-campus-outreach). All three have sponsored speakers and events related
to the environment. ESW hosts an annual Energy Day Conference. SEED sponsored a speech by
Robert F Kennedy Jr that was highly attended by campus & community. ECO offers grants to student

groups to support ‘green’ efforts. All three groups collaborate on Green Cup, the campus Earth Day
event and other efforts.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Solar Car Team (http://www.nusolar.org/)

Green Cup competition (http://groups.northwestern.edu/seed/greencup/index.html and
http://greekgreencup.com/)

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Not specifically.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Custodial contractors use Green Seal certified products (about 80% total are GS). Smithereen Pest
Control Service utilizes an IPM program at NU and the Co is Green Shield Certified. Contracts
established by Purchasing Resource Services on behalf of the University (janitorial supplies, etc.)

include environmentally friendly cleaning products that can then be purchased by individual departments
and schools.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Prairie Project, a SEED program in partnership with the North Branch Restoration Project, is a
service-learning program providing opportunities for education about native ecosystems and initiatives
in conservation and restoration. Project Wildcat is a week-long trip spent backpacking and camping
with a goal to instill comfort with adventure, group-building and teamwork, challenge and growth, and
leadership development. Also see reference to Plant Biology & Conservation Masters in section 4.1.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

Committed to a 6th year of REC purchases (2-2010 - 1-2011). Expanded Green Cup competition to
include Greek Houses. Hosted a Climate Change Symposium (Nov. 09). Selected "Hot, Flat &
Crowded" by Thomas Friedman for the One Book One Northwestern program. Numerous events have
been held around the topic. A full list is at http://www.northwestern.edu/onebook/events/index.html.

Established the campus vegetable garden. Many plumbing & electrical upgrades for improved
efficiency.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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