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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: University of San Diego

Contact name and title: Pamela Gray Payton, Assistant Vice President, Public Affairs
Contact phone: (619) 260-4681

Contact email: pgray@sandiego.edu

School’s city and state: San Diego, California

Number of students: 7500

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:_ PGP paTe;03/19/10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

10 % Coal 7 % Wind 2.5 9 Biomass
56 9 Natural Gas 1 % Solar 0.5 9% Geothermal
19 % Nuclear 4 % Hydro % Other

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 %
0

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.
There is one building pending an application for Gold.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

87 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

75 %

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. The university is currently involved in $8.2M in energy efficiency retrofit projects.



Category 3: Food

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

1Ocy0

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

20 o

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

No

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

39 %

However, 5% is free-range or grass-fed

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes. However we do not use organic methods at this time.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

BA, Environmental Studies
BA, Marine Science (Biology or Earth Systems Pathways)

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Please see attached Word document for full answers

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

No

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Please see attached Word document for full answers

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Please see attached Word document for full answers

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No
7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

50 %

22 total academic departments in the college and more than half offer courses. Not listed above were
communication studies and anthropology courses.



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

We do not currently have a sustainable specific purchasing policy but do address sustainability in our
policy.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

40 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Yes. We are currently rolling out the use of only FSC certified paper campus wide. Specifically Domtar
EarthChoice. Nearly all paper consumed on campus is postconsumer recycled or FSC-certified.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.
No

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Yes



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. The university provides 7 free trams to carry students, faculty and staff to various points on
campus. We also provide a tram to the nearest transit center (city busses, trolly, and trains) to pick up
riders to and from campus. One of these trams uses compressed natural gas as a fuel source.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We support and encourage our students, staff and faculty to participate in San Diego's Bike to Work
Day every May. Thousands of San Diegans gather together to save money, reduce air pollution, and
cut personal greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, we have installed more bike racks and included

bike racks on trams to allow students and staff to more easily bike to school and utilize the tram for the
steep inclines on the west perimeter of campus.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Through the Clean Air Pass from Human Resources, USD offers all employees the opportunity to use

pre-tax dollars to pay for transportation expenses through salary reduction under our Section 132
Transportation Plan. Maximum per month contribution is $230.00.

We also have a fresh air permit that is free of charge for rainy days and is issued to individuals who

utilize public transportation, walk, or ride bikes. In addition, preferred parking is reserved in central
campus locations for carpooling.

We also provide Zipcars for students and staff.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

61 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

%
90% Greens, 55 % Trash

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
Yes

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes, upon request.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

No

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.
The sustainability task force is currently developing a strategic plan to address this.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. But "bins" are not located in residential areas. We have collection points outside the residential at
key collection points. The university also donates used furniture to various organizations and charities.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

USD's Strategic Directions Initiative is a multi-year planning process launched by President Mary E.
Lyons in October of 2003. She began this endeavor by assembling a team charged to solicit insights
broadly from campus and community constituents and then use that information to examine USD's
mission and core values, articulate a vision for the future, and craft a set of visionary strategic goals.

Beginning in 2007, the topic of sustainability became a new initiative, and USD is now in the process of
defining success and taking inventory of USD's current sustainability efforts. Please visit:
http://www.sandiego.edu/administration/president/strategicdirections/year5/sustainability/

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes, we have one full-time employee, Michael Catanzaro, who is deemed as the director of
sustainability. We are also about to post a position for a campus energy manager.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

This will also be part of the strategic plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

This will also be part of the strategic plan.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Yes, the university does make information related to the endowment fund available for public view.
Currently, information is posted to the university’s Investor Corner website at
http://www.sandiego.edu/administration/businessadmin/budgetoffice/treasury/corner.php. The
information on the aforementioned website includes a listing of the endowment fund’s asset allocation, a
listing of fund managers that the fund is invested in, and a summary of the fund’s periodic returns.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No, the university does not currently have a specific committee in place that considers and acts on
environmental issues when making investment decisions. However, per the university’s Investment
Policy, all of the university’s investments are required to be considered socially responsible.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Yes, the university is invested in a number of private funds that have significant exposure to clean
energy oriented investments. Several of the university’s investment managers have exposure to
sectors such as solar, wind, biofuels, and investments that help promote energy efficiency. Additionally,
the university is a limited partner in a fund that is largely focused on providing growth capital to
companies helping to promote energy efficiency and/or alternative energy sources in the power sector
and in a real estate fund that has worked to reconfigure its properties to make them more energy
efficient and to seek LEED status. Another of the university’s investment managers has carved out 5%
of its fund allocation to focus on public companies that would potentially benefit from climate change
legislation (i.e. companies focused on the alternative fuels sector). Further, several of the university’s
marketable equity portfolios have exposure to environmentally oriented companies. These investments
are made on an ongoing basis by the university’s various investment managers.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Student alumni have created www.thinkgreenliveclean.com/, which is a Web site dedicated to
sustainability.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Speakers are continually coming on campus regarding clean energy and sustainable initiatives.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes. There are several areas of campus that are deed restricted and can not be developed.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

N/A

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Our Experiential Learning and Adventure Center offers many outdoor programs, such as kayaking,
canoeing, rock climbing, hiking, backpacking, surfing, skiing, snowboarding and camping, and includes
"no-trace" training for student guides. Participants experience new adventures through a structured
environment that promotes learning and awareness of the outdoors. Keeping with the theme "Be Blue,
Go Green," The Adventure Center's Eco-L.E.E.P. offers interactive programs that allow participants the
opportunity to understand and incorporate sustainable practices into their everyday life.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

- Placed 52 recycling bins around campus

- Reduced irrigation water consumption by 8M gallons (our total irrigation now is only 30M gallons)
- Entered into a 1.23 megawatt solar PPA with AMSOLAR. Panels will be installed over the next three
months

- Entered into an energy efficiency partnership with SDG&E it will provide $600,000 over the next 3
years

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

* We are currently testing the ShowerMinder product. It is a shower timer to help remind students about
shower times. In San Diego, water is our most precious resource and as part of the university's water
commitment we are testing to see if this product will help students reduce their shower times. We're
hoping for at least a 20% reduction. If we achieve that we will purchase the timers for the entire campus.

* We also have a conservation partnership with Siemens that aims to:
- $8.2 million in energy/water savings retrofits

- 5,882,669 kWh savings annually

- Almost 30,000,000 gallons in water savings

- Both of the above numbers are projections for the 10-11 school year.

* This year, USD won the National Association of College & University Food Services (NACUFS)
“Incorporating Sustainability practices in your C-store” Award for our C-store, Tu Mercado.

* USD is the first school in California, according to our vendor, that is using recycled regalia. Please see
attached Word document for more information.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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