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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-

as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  

Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 

If cogeneration, please explain. 
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Category 2: 

 
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

 
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?
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Category 3: 

 _______% 

the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

garden and methods used.

Chris Keeley




Category 4: Academics

studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 
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Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

installed or delivered with these features enabled? 
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Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 

Chris Keeley




Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 

 _______% 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

 
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

 
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: 

environmental issues?

whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 

please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 
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Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

Please list all improvements.

no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.

Chris Keeley


Chris Keeley



	2010_CoolestSchools_Cover2
	cool_schools_final

	Text1: University of New Hampshire 
	Text2: Sara Cleaves, Associate Director, University Office of Sustainability
	Text3: (603) 862 - 4088
	Text4: sustainability.info@unh.edu
	Text5: Durham, New Hampshire
	Text6: 14,496 (undergraduate and graduate students)
	Text7: SMC
	Text8: 3/19/10
	Text9: 
	Text10: 45
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 19
	Text18: Diesel
	Text19: 36% purchased from Public Service of New Hampshire: http://www.psnh.com/AboutPSNH/CompanyProfile/PowerPlants.asp
	Text20: 
	Text21: 64
	Text22: 
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 26
	Text26: Other: 10% Landfill gas.

The COGEN plant is UNH's primary source of heat. Since spring 2009, UNH's EcoLine landfill gas replaced commercial natural gas as the primary fuel in UNH’s cogeneration plant. UNH will receive up to 85% of the energy used by the campus from the ECOLine project and will sell the associated renewable energy certificates (RECs) to help finance the capital costs of the project and to invest in additional energy efficiency projects on campus.  

Other types of energy used for heating include: # 6 Oil, # 2 Oil, Propane, and Electricity 
For more information please go to: 
http://www.energy.unh.edu/cogen.htm
http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/cogen_landfillgas.html
http://www.unh.edu/ecd/
http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/recs.html



	Text27: 0
	Text28: The 2008 renovation of DeMeritt Hall on the UNH Durham campus is not registered with LEED, but designers Architerra Inc. say that DeMeritt Hall is comparable to a Silver LEED building. The recently completed renovation of James Hall (doors re-opened for Spring 2010 semester) is registered to seek LEED Silver certification.

UNH has committed to establishing a process to ensure new construction and major renovation projects achieve the equivalent of LEED silver standards. The University Construction and Renovation Standards are currently undergoing a formal revision process incorporating these principles. The revised Construction and Renovations standards will be applicable to all new projects and are scheduled for publication June 2010. More information is available at http://www.unh.edu/ecd/design_standards.html.

James Hall: http://www.tnhonline.com/going-home-earth-sciences-returns-to-james-hall-1.1169574
DeMerritt Hall: http://unh.edu/news/campusjournal/2008/Aug/06demeritt.cfm
	Text29: 30
	Text30: Due to the high level of precipitation in Durham, NH, UNH campus grounds do not usually require irrigation. Irrigation is used mostly to maintain athletic fields. UNH uses an installed well to cover approximately 30% of the athletic field water needs and irrigates in a responsible fashion.


A member of EPA's "WaterSense" program, UNH takes several proactive approaches to conserve water. Some of the following have been utilized for several years, and others are being implemented. UNH has made several adjustments to its water systems to maximize conservation.

Athletic Fields Conservation: UNH uses an installed well to cover approximately 30% of these water needs.

Cogeneration Plant Conservation: The UNH combined heat and power facility - or cogeneration plant - has its water needs met (for cooling) by an on-campus well.

Construction and Renovation Mandates: UNH mandates new construction or renovation in buildings to use low flow toilets, urinals, faucets, and showers. This also extends to dishwaters and cooling systems. The newest aspect has been the introduction of waterless urinals, such as those in Holloway Commons (which save 765,000 gallons of water annually) as part of UNH Dining's Local Harvest Initiative and commitment to sustainability. In addition, UNH is incorporating dual flush toilets in the DeMerritt Hall and James Hall renovation projects.

Education of the Campus Community: UNH educates everyone on campus to not waste water by turning off faucets, reporting leaks and drips in sinks, showers, and toilets to Residence Hall Directors or to UNH Facilities Maintenance at 862-1437, and to not dump anything down sewer drains or kitchen and bathroom sinks. Students are encouraged to only wash full loads of clothes - and to wash with lukewarm or cold water, not hot, to turn off the water while brushing their teeth, to take shorter showers, etc.

Meter calibrations: The master meters at the Durham water treatment plant (WTP) are calibrated bi-annualy whereas the the American Water Works Association (AWWA) regulates only once per year. The building meters are checked via monthly readings. Should a meter be 15% above or below a running average, it is investigated. If there are no apparent reasons (construction, occupancy, etc.) for this change, the meter is calibrated (up to 2 inches). A meter must have no more than a 5% error to be reutilized. Meters over 2 inches are scheduled on a rotating basis to be calibrated by a qualified service technician; usually 5-8 meters are calibrated annually. The latest innovation is automatic meter reading (AMR). AMR is being phased in to all meters on campus, not just water meters, in order to be more efficient in the reading process and to allow for instantaneous readings, thus giving a quicker indication of meter discrepancies.

Water Treatment Plant Conservation: At the Durham water treatment plant (WTP), clean water is used to backwash (clean) the filters; much of this water is reclaimed by injecting the spent water back into the treatment train to be processed again.
	Text31: 60
	Text32: UNH has used energy efficient compact fluorescent lighting (CFL's) for several years -- whenever old bulbs burn out, they are replaced with more efficient options like CFL's. In combination with T-8 and T-5 fixtures, UNH uses CFL's as a matter of routine on new construction and major renovation projects. UNH has also completed some specific lighting upgrade projects using this technology. It is UNH Facilities policy to remove all incandescent lighting through attrition and replace this lighting with CFL's. What's more, no new purchases of incandescent bulbs (unless specific conditions are required that cannot be attained through CFL's) are allowed. For more information please go to http://www.unh.edu/etf/bulbs.html or http://www.energy.unh.edu/Tips_Lites.htm
	Text33: 50
	Text34: The University System of New Hampshire (USNH) includes a Sustainability Statement (Appendix A) in all RFP's requesting products with Energy Star™ ratings. Only the dollars spent on ENERGY STAR copiers were tracked by USNH Purchasing & Contract Services.  Records show total dollars spent on Energy Star copiers annually was $514,855.36  (100%).

Most ENERGY STAR products are under $25,000 and therefore individual departments and offices can buy them on their institutional credit cards (called "p-cards"), which are not tracked centrally. For non-centrally tracked purchases done by individual departments and offices, the UNH Energy Task Force put out an Energy Efficient Product Standard (in compliance with the UNH Energy Office's Purchasing Guidance) in 2006: http://www.unh.edu/etf/energyefficientproductstandard.html

Appendix A:
Sustainability Statement included in University System of New Hampshire (includes UNH) RFP (request for proposal) documents:

USNH and  __________ (enter department name) strive to conduct business in a sustainable and energy efficient manner.  This is an effort to balance economic priorities with environmental health and human health.  USNH will, when economically feasible, do business with companies that can further our sustainable objectives.  We are interested in receiving environmental mission statements or information about any programs or policies that have to do with sustainable issues.  These programs or policies can be, but are not limited to, reducing, reusing and recycling resources, disposal of organic and other solid waste, conservation efforts in regards to transportation, energy and water, disposal of hazardous waste, and/or giving back to the community.  USNH also prefers to purchase items with Energy Star™ ratings.  If applicable, please include, as part of your proposal, any pertinent information in reference to any sustainable and/or energy efficient practices and products offered by your Firm.
	Text35: Many of the projects related to the UNH Climate Action Plan (WildCAP) will be financed through the creation of an innovative energy efficiency revolving fund. This fund will be created with seed money from an ARRA (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009) grant and supplemented with funds generated though the sale of RECs from the Ecoline project through 2015 as well as future fundraising efforts. The fund will capture the cost savings of efficiency projects on campus to reinvest in future projects. Initial projects will begin in spring 2010.
	Text36: 16.44
	Text37: Approximately 22% of Dining's budget is spent on items grown, processed, or manufactured locally and regionally (within a 250 mile radius of UNH): http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/fas/LHvendors.html
	Text38: 2
	Text39: UNH Dining Services serves many USDA-certified organic foods, some of which are also local, including vegetables from the UNH Organic Garden Club, Stonyfield Farm yogurt, and Abigail's Bakery bread.
	Text40: No. Local fish and seafood is often served for the annual Local Harvest Day breakfasts, lunches and dinners in all dining halls.
	Text41: 
	Text42: This is difficult for food service managers to determine, so any figure would represent a very loose estimate. Vegetarian and vegan options are served at every meal, and local meats are often served.
	Text43: Dining Services offers labeled vegan options at every meal on a daily basis in each of the three dining halls. Eight entrees per lunch and dinner are served at each dining hall. Students can also go online to view the daily menu for each dining hall, which includes a vegan category. Full menus with complete nutritive analysis can be viewed online at http://foodpro.unh.edu/.
	Text44: Yes. A graduate student has recently spearheaded discussion about reducing the sale of bottled water on campus. Also, the University Office of Sustainability has facilitated a "Tap In" film series about water resources in partnership with Food & Water Watch to start water discussions on campus that will continue into next year. The series is open to the public and will feature Maude Barlow (world-reknowned water rights activist): http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/tapin.html
	Text45: The student-run Organic Garden Club (OGC) operates a two-acre farm on the larger Campus-Community Farm, a 30-acre USDA-certified organic site. The OGC uses soil amendments such as compost, manure, seaweed, and cover crops such as winter rye and red clover to help build, maintain, and improve the soil. A variety of crops are grown by these hard-working students including tomatoes, lettuce and greens, kale and Swiss chard, onions, peppers, broccoli, beets, radishes, garlic, potatoes, celery, pumpkins, squash, watermelon, herbs, medicinals, and ornamentals. More information about the OGC can be found online at http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/fas/ogc.html. Other farms on campus also include certified organic land.
	Text46: UNH has a wide variety of curricula related to sustainability - including but not limited to undergraduate and graduate coursework in atmospheric chemistry and climate change, energy and the environment, earth sciences, marine sciences, sustainable engineering, complex systems, environmental policy and economics, art and society, the Classics, liberal arts, environmental psychology, ecotourism, women’s studies, organic agriculture, organic dairy management, hospitality, public health, environmental education, nutrition,natural resources, community development and more. Sustainability is interdisciplinary and is in infused in all areas of study on the UNH campus. The programs listed below are only examples and do not fully represent all of the sustainability-focused programs available  to UNH students.

Dual Major in EcoGastronomy
Community and Environmental Planning (BS)
Environmental Conservation Studies (BS)
Environmental Science (BS)
Environmental Education (MA)
Environmental Engineering (MS)
Sustainable Living minor
Certificate in Sustainability Politics and Policy (http://www.unh.edu/political-science/index.cfm?id=575E332A-F364-65AF-8F64C9FE88046E97)

Natural Resources & Earth Systems Sciences (PHD)

More information can be found at the Department of Natural Resources and the Environment (http://www.nre.unh.edu/academics/index.html) or at UNH Academic Departments & Programs homepage (http://unh.edu/unhedutop/academic-departments-programs).
	Text47: Energy and Environment
Introduction to Sustainable Engineering
Building Science/Residential Construction
Residential Electricity

UNH Cooperative Extension is now offering "Energy Answers," a program for homeowners to learn about energy usage and efficiency as well as renewable energy sources. Since October 15, 2009 Cooperative Extension has also offered an info line for people to call with energy questions. More information is available at www.extension.unh.edu/energy/energy.html

New programs and courses around climate and energy, including sustainable energy technologies, are in the works as well.
	Text48: At the present time UNH does not offer such a list. This is currently being explored in response to the development of a sustainability-related and -focused course inventory for participation in the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment, and Rating System (STARS) developed by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). UNH signed on as a STARS Charter Participant in Fall 2009. 
	Text49: Currently, UNH employs 976 faculty. Every faculty member contributes to the UNH's Sustainable Learning Community model.  We have faculty integrating sustainability throughout fields such as environmental education, environmental engineering, agroecosystem ecology, sustainable agriculture, organic dairy management, public health, ecology and natural resources, climate science, complex systems, resource economics, public policy and political science, communications, economics, marine and freshwater sciences, business, Classics, theater and dance, environmental sociology, energy, community development, and more. Some specific examples include:

Over 60 faculty, staff, and external partners authored "The Sustainable Learning Community: One University's Journey to the Future" in 2009, outlining UNH's decade of sustainability leadership through case studies and examples. http://www.upne.com/1-58465-771-5.html

Recently, UNH Professor Andrew Rosenberg was referred by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to advise the White House on marine spatial planning. The President's Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) is the specific entity to which Rosenberg was recruited. Before coming to UNH, Rosenberg was a senior level official at NOAA and also worked with the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy among other endeavors. More here: http://www.tnhonline.com/unh-professor-tapped-to-advise-white-house-1.624928

Professor Cameron Wake directs Carbon Solutions New England , a public-private partnership promoting collective action to achieve a clean, secure energy future while sustaining our unique cultural and natural resources. He also co-lead the Northeast Climate Impacts Assessment (NECIA)team in producing "Climate Change in the U.S. Northeast," a 2006 report of NECIA.

Sara Cleaves, Brett Pasinella, Jennifer Andrews and Cameron Wake published "Climate action planning at the University of New Hampshire" in 2009, available here: http://www.emeraldinsight.com/Insight/viewContentItem.do;jsessionid=384FCF149CCCCA5D18C4BD16A42D3FA6?contentType=Article&contentId=1800781.

UNH's chief sustainablity officer, Dr. Tom Kelly, has been working in the field of higher education and sustainable development for more than fifteen years in the US as well as Colombia and Brazil. Current activities include working with UNH colleagues and outside partners on the UNH organic dairy research farm, the New Hampshire Center for a Food Secure Future, Carbon Solutions New England, the Ecology, Climate and Health Working Group, and more. He is a founding member of the Northeast Campus Sustainability Consortium working to coordinate activities in New England for the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, current guest director of the National Association of College & University Food Services (NACUFS) Board of Directors, and serves on advisory or steering committees and councils for the Real Food Challenge, the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group, the Community, Food and Agriculture Program at Cornell University, the National Association of College and University Business Officers' 2009 Smart and Sustainable Campuses Conference, and the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). On campus, Dr. Kelly participates in the Academic Leadership Council, Energy Task Force, Transportation Policy Committee, Healthy UNH, Program Committee of the the UNH Master's of Public Health Program, UNH Lands Committee, Concerts Committee, and more. http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/staff.html#kelly
	Text50: UNH is nationally recognized as a Sustainable Learning Community - a land grant, sea grant, and space grant university that pursues sustainability across its Curriculum, Operations, Research, and Engagement (CORE). For more information go to http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/successes.html#research. Below are a few examples of research centers/departments on campus:

• Joint Hydrographic Center (JHC) / Center for Coastal and Ocean Mapping (CCOM) 
• Cooperative Institute for Coastal and Estuarine Environmental Technology (CICEET)  
• Northeast Consortium (cooperative research projects involving commercial fishermen and vessels)  
• Center for Coastal Ocean Observation and Analysis (COOA) 
• Atmospheric Investigations of Regional Models of Prediction (AIRMAP)  
• Measuring Wind Profiles from Space 
• Cooperative Institute for Northeast Mariculture (CINEMar)  
• Coastal Response Research Center (CRRC) 
• Targeted Wind Sensing Program 
• New Hampshire Sea Grant 
• Great Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve Monitoring  
• Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans and Space (includes Complex Systems, Climate Change Research Center, etc.)
• Carsey Institute
• Environmental Research Group (engineering, Stormwater Research Center)
• Carbon Solutions New England
• Food Solutions New England
	Text51: All undergraduate students must fulfill the general education requirements of the University. Of the eleven general education requirements, 1-2 courses must be in the biological and/or physical sciences. Biological or physical sciences requirements may be fulfilled by a range of offerings from the Department of Natural Resources & The Environment, Department of Earth Sciences, Plant Biology Department, and many others.  A new sustainability dual major that any undergraduate may add to his or her studies in now in development.
	Text52: 63
	Text53: This is a conservative estimate and the percentage is growing.
	Text54: University of New Hampshire is part of the University System of New Hampshire (USNH). USNH includes a Sustainability Statement in all Requests for Proposals (RFPs) that clearly displays UNH's commitment to purchase from sustainably-minded companies.

Sustainability Statement included in University System of New Hampshire (includes UNH) RFP (request for proposal) documents:

USNH and  __________ (enter department name) strive to conduct business in a sustainable and energy efficient manner.  This is an effort to balance economic priorities with environmental health and human health.  USNH will, when economically feasible, do business with companies that can further our sustainable objectives.  We are interested in receiving environmental mission statements or information about any programs or policies that have to do with sustainable issues.  These programs or policies can be, but are not limited to, reducing, reusing and recycling resources, disposal of organic and other solid waste, conservation efforts in regards to transportation, energy and water, disposal of hazardous waste, and/or giving back to the community.  USNH also prefers to purchase items with Energy Star™ ratings.  If applicable, please include, as part of your proposal, any pertinent information in reference to any sustainable and/or energy efficient practices and products offered by your Firm.
	Text55: Unknown
	Text56: Yes, UNH Printing Services offers a complete line of recycled paper - from copy bond to coated stocks. Recycled paper samples are available at all of  locations. All copiers and printers under UNH Printing Services management are stocked with recycled paper containing 100% post-consumer waste. For more information please go to http://www.printing.unh.edu/recycledpaper.html.

Other paper purchases are at the department, not university, level and not possible to track at this time. However, UNH strongly encourages all faculty and staff to purchase paper with the highest recycled content.
	Text57: The UNH Computer Store has contracts with Dell and Apple for resale of computers. All computers stocked by the UNH Computer Store are EPEAT silver or gold certified. In addition, in Spring 2010 the Energy Task Force followed up on recommended policies set forth by WildCAP (UNH's Climate Action Plan) which describe UNH's commitment to the EPEAT Purchasing Requirements in accordance with the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment (ACUPCC). Currently this policy has been in place since 2006 as "strongly recommended,"  and it's just becoming mandatory now. The official EPEAT policy will be in place by July 1, 2010. Thus, all computers purchased through the University System of New Hampshire (USNH) Purchasing Department are to be EPEAT silver or gold certified. At present, compliance cannot be enforced for purchases made by departments via purchasing cards ("P-Cards"), but there is a strong understanding by faculty and staff on campus that there is such a policy in place. 
	Text58: UNH Housekeeping currently purchases Green Seal® certified neutral/all-purpose floor and wall scrubbing cleaners, disinfectants, glass cleaners, carpet cleaners, and pre-spray and extraction shampoos. 

Also, UNH uses only bulk condiment dispensers in our dining halls.  Bulk dispensers are used in our retail(to-go) units for coffee cream, sugar, honey, condiments and such.  "We are always trying to reduce packaging whenever possible", Jon Plodzik, Director of Dining University Hospitality Services.

Under UNH's Integrated Waste Management Group ( ), staff across campus are working to lower UNH's overall waste rate while upping recycling and proper disposal of waste:http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/wasteprocess.html#offices. UNH is part of EPA's Waste Wise program.

The Office of Environmental Health and Safety, which oversees regulated waste on campus, has policies and practices in place to minimize hazardous, radiological, biological, and other regulated waste, including a forthcoming e-waste policy and new contracted vendor: http://www.unh.edu/ehs/index.htm
	Text59: Yes.
	Text60: The University offers free transit service to faculty, staff and students.  Two systems are operating offering transit opportunities in Durham and to the surrounding communities.  University Transportation Services  offers a number of on-campus shuttles as well as five off-campus transit routes (two Dover routes, two Portsmouth/Newington routes and one Newmarket route). The University’s transportation system is the largest in the state of New Hampshire. In 2009 there were 1.2 million trips provided, reducing an estimated 4.5 million private vehicle travel miles.

Campus Connector: Free, on-campus shuttle system is open to all in UNH Durham community (including community members). More than half of this fleet  runs on compressed natural gas (CNG).

Wildcat Transit: Off campus transit system that is free to UNH ID holders and $1.50 for general public access throughout the week and weekends. Handicap accessible with bike racks for use on all buses, Wildcat Transit connects the UNH community with surrounding communities and other transit hubs such as the Dover Transportation Center.  Wildcat Transit also offers a guaranteed ride home program for transit riders during the academic year. UNH continues to grow its transit offerings, especially into the densest travel routes and off-campus housing areas used by UNH faculty, staff, and students. The service is operated without federal operating assistance.

There are also options on campus for public transportation to the surrounding region, from Boston, MA to Portland, ME.

Amtrak Downeaster rail service: Since 2001,  The Amtrak Downeaster has  provided five daily round trips between Boston and Portland with intermediate stops in  Old Orchard Beach, Saco, and Wells in Maine; Dover, Durham and Exeter in New Hampshire; and Haverhill and Woburn in Massachusetts.   Amtrak Downeaster ridership exceeded 60,000 trips to/from Durham in 2009.  For the Durham station alone, this represents 318,000 trips over the eight years which equates to approximately 11 million reduced VMT.

Intercity Bus Service: Starting in fall 2010, UNH also hosted an additional fixed route intercity bus service , C&J.  The service connects Durham with Boston and Logan Airports.  This service compliments the existing Amtrak service.

See http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/transportation.html for more information.
	Text61: The UNH Campus Master Plan (2004) describes how “appropriate bicycle and pedestrian design elements will be integrated into new streetscapes and the Main Street redesigns." Recent reconstructions of the main arterial through campus included the incorporation of full bike lanes and expanded bike racks on core campus.  In 2010, a further expansion, Main Street West, will integrate bike lanes and an off-road shared bike/pedestrian recreational trail into a one-mile corridor connecting core and west campuses.   In addition, the University will continue to work with the “state of New Hampshire, Durham, and regional partners to develop safe and effective bicycle routes to and from campus (Campus Master Plan).”  As core streets are resurfaced and reconstructed bike lanes are integrated with reduced vehicle travel lane widths to decrease vehicle speeds and increase bicycle/pedestrian safety.

Moreover, UNH University Transportation Services has Cat Cycles, a program in which UNH Students, faculty, and staff of the University are eligible to participate in these programs. The Cat Cycles program allows individuals to sign out a bike for your exclusive short-term use. 

See http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/transportation.html for more information.

	Text62: There are no free parking lots on the UNH campus. Freshman are prohibited from purchasing a parking pass, and thus no first-year students have cars on campus. UNH students must purchase a parking permit or those without permits are limited to meters, short-term paid lots, and after-hour parking only.  UNH faculty and staff are also required to purchase parking permits annually.

Also, ZipCar launched at UNH on October 22, 2009. ZipCar is a membership-based car-sharing service available to students, faculty and staff for $35/year. Members can drive a car for $8 per hour during weekdays and $9 per hour on the weekends. There is a mix of six hybrid and fuel-efficient cars available 24 hours a day at three convenient locations around campus (adjacent to the train station, at Thompson Hall in the heart of campus, and Upper Quad on the east side of campus). ZipCar is but another way in which community members can be car-free. 

UNH joined forces with GoLoco, a ridesharing service, in 2008 to improve the access and visibility of carpooling on campus. 

Commuters that choose to carpool have special access to a convenient, reserved parking area within Lot C. The carpool section of Lot C offers the closest parking spaces to the student union (Memorial Union Building). Thus, the incentive is that carpoolers have a dedicated reserved section in the heart of campus, close to Campus Connector stops. Otherwise, Lot C is available for short-term parking, at an hourly rate of $1, up to three hours maximum from 6:00 am to 6:00 pm.

See http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/transportation.html for more information.
	Text63: 50
	Text64: This figure is derived from the most recent available data in the 2007 Transportation Policy Committee Survey Report.
	Text65: 88
	Text66: This figure is derived from the 2007 Transportation Policy Committee Survey Report. UNH has been designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Transportation as a “Best Workplace for Commuters” in 2004, 2005,  2006, 2007, and 2008. UNH actively works with the state department of transportation and regional MPO to coordinate transit and intermodal transportation activities, and is a critical player in the regional transit system.
	Text67: 30.75%
	Text68: UNH has an estimated 30.75% diversion rate based on our 2009 RecycleMania waste minimization competition data. UNH has instituted many strategic activities to reduce the amount of waste produced on campus. Recycle Everything New and Used (RENU), UNH's composting program (collects 92 tons of pre- and postconsumer food waste annually, an overall diversion rate of 90%), and RecycleMania are but several ways that UNH reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills. 

See http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/recyclemania.html and http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/wastemanagement.html for more information.
	Text69: The UNH recycling program is continually growing and expanding. UNH has both indoor and outdoor recycling bins and signs in every building and all over campus, and more are added as feasible. UNH Facilities, who manage UNH's recycling program, supplies recycling bins and recycling signs in every building on campus, and they have given information to all RAs on campus to help them educate others about recycling. Every dormitory room is provided with a blue recycling bin. For more information, see http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/wastemanagement.html.
	Text70: Yes, in fact UNH Athletics has recognized the inherent opportunity of their events to promote recycling and broader sustainability efforts. In 2009 the home opener football game was themed "Go Green with the Wildcats" and featured staff and student volunteers with signs directing fans to recycle, announcements during the game highlighted sustainability efforts at UNH, and Wildcat corporate partners such as the Green Alliance staffed tables at the event displaying their products and services. More information can be obtained in a press release for the event at http://www.unh.edu/news/cj_nr/2009/aug/bp19greencats.cfm. Similar efforts have been done with UNH Hockey.
	Text71: Yes. UNH University Hospitality Services collects between 25,000 - 40,000 lbs. of pre-consumer and post-consumer food waste per month. All UNH dining - Holloway Commons, Stillings, Philbrook, Huddleston, and the Memorial Union Building have installed food-waste pulpers to pulverize food waste into very small pieces and to extract liquid. The result is a dry paste-like material that composts quickly due to increased surface area, thereby increasing the speed with which the food waste decomposes which eliminates the problem of odor. The University Hospitality Services staff load buckets of waste onto their compost truck and take them out to Kingman Farm. Each spring, Kingman Farm employees gather and sift the compost for retail sale as "U DOO" to area farmers and gardeners. 100% of UNH Dining Halls run pre-consumer food waste composting programs. The total amount of pre-consumer food waste composted material is unknown, but combined with post-consumer food waste composted material totaled 92 tons in FY09.

See http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/fas/food_syst_compost.html for more information.
	Text72: UNH's Integrated Waste Management Group (IWMG) is comprised of UNH faculty, staff and students working together to evaluate, integrate and improve UNH's approach to waste management -- including  waste minimization and reduction, reuse, composting and recycling.

Main Goals:
*Analyze the solid waste streams at UNH and propose strategies for waste minimization.
*Centralize and strengthen data collection in regard to campus waste stream.
*Organize UNH's participation in Recyclemania as part of the university's commitments under the American College & University Presidents' Climate Commitment (ACUPCC).
*Prioritize the waste streams to be reduced.
*Formulate programs for waste minimization.
*Facilitate participation in national tracking and assessment programs, such as STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System).

http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/wastemanagement.html
More info: http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/wasteprocess.html#iwmg
	Text73: Recycle Everything New & Used (RENU) is a volunteer-run program started at UNH by a student in 2002. The Ecological Advocates student organization now facilitates RENU. In 2009, RENU collected a total of 2,220 lbs of clothes and shoes for Planet Aid.  RENU also donated 20 boxes of food of a variety of types with an average weight of 25 pounds per box and a total of 500 pounds to Cornucopia in Durham. Kitchen items were also donated to the Good Will in Dover. See http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/renu.html.
	Text74: In February 2010 UNH released its new strategic plan, "Breaking Silos, Tranforming Lives, Reimagining UNH: The University of New Hampshire in 2020." Within the plan is a description of the forthcoming UNH Sustainability Academy, which will build off UNH's 10-plus years of sustainability in  higher education leadership and its work in organic agriculture, ecogastronomy, environmental engineering and  climate change. The UNH Sustainability Academy will extend the University’s innovative and collaborative work in this field for both on- and off-campus audiences through programming that focuses on the challenges and opportunities of sustainability that lie at the intersection of the sciences, humanities, and engineering.

Sustainability is also woven throughout UNH's Academic Plan, Campus Master Plan, and vision and philsophy of its endowed sustainability program, the oldest in higher education in the US, and its 2009 book "The Sustainable Learning Community: One University's Journey to the Future." For more information, see:

http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/coreframework.html

http://www.upne.com/1-58465-771-5.html

http://www.unh.edu/strategicplanning/
	Text75: UNH is home to the oldest endowed sustainability program in US higher education. Founded in 1997, the UNH University Office of Sustainability has five full-time staff, three part-time staff, and numerous graduate and undergraduate interns each academic year.

Dr. Tom Kelly is the first director of the University Office of Sustainability (UOS)  and added the Chief Sustainability Officer title to his work  in July 2007. This position is an academic administrator position -- the highest level at UNH. 

UOS collaborates with a number of sustainability-related and focused task forces, committees and organizations across campus and is in the process of forming a new Collaborative Council that will guide the work of the forthcoming UNH Sustainability Academy. One example of such a group with whom UOS works is the UNH Energy Task Force (ETF). The ETF is charged with (1) Developing timelines, targets, and action items under a UNH Climate Action Plan (called “WildCAP”) to help move UNH towards carbon neutrality; (2)Developing immediate and future actions to reduce energy costs, lower greenhouse gas emissions, and improve energy conservation through technological improvements, increases in efficiency, reductions in waste, and selection of fuels; and (3) Inventorying and promoting curricular, research, and engagement programs intended to increase awareness of and behaviors around energy use, efficiency, greenhouse gas emissions, and climate change.

More information: http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu and http://www.unh.edu/etf.
	Text76: UNH was the first New England land grant University to sign the American College & University Presidents' Climate Committment in February 2007. The Wildcat Climate Action Plan (WildCAP) sets goals of greenhouse gas reductions of 50% by 2020 and 80% by 2050 (measured against a 1990 baseline), and on the road to carbon neutrality by 2100. In addition, the Energy Task Force (ETF) is actively pursuing 25+ recommended projects within WildCAP including revisions of University policies, improving vehicle fleet management, and more. WildCAP can be accessed online at http://www.unh.edu/etf/wildcap.html.
	Text77: In the winter of 2000, the University Office of  Sustainability (UOS) partnered with Clean Air-Cool Planet (CA-CP) to develop a greenhouse gas emission inventory that adapted national and international inventory methodologies to the unique scale and character of a university community. Using the inventory tool, UNH's greenhouse gas emissions were documented for the years 1990 through 2000. In 2004, new data for the years 2001 through 2003 were added to a new report: the 1990-2003 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory. In 2006, new data for the years 2004 through 2005 were added to an update to this 1990-2003 report. In 2005, UOS and CA-CP partnered again to improve the calculator (creating version 4.1) and its associated support materials, including an updated user guide and a list of frequently asked questions. Thousands of institutions have downloaded the calculator, and it is the recommended tool for the American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment.  UNH is committed to updating its greenhouse gas emissions inventory series regularly in order to comply with the American University and College Presidents Climate Commitment, capture institutional progress in greenhouse gas emissions reductions, and inform the decision-making of the university, especially that of the UNH Energy Task Force. The 2008-2009 UNH Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory is currently being calculated and along with all other inventories can be downloaded from the UOS website, sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/greenhouse_gas_inventory.html.
	Text78: UNH greenhouse gas emissions (GHGE) have risen from 1990–2003 and have since been declining. Since the last publication of the inventory in 2005, there has been a 7.5% reduction in emissions due primarily to the installation of a electricity and steam co-generation (combined heat and power) facility on campus, as well as reductions in transportation emissions. Despite the decline from the 2003 peak, emissions remain at 13% above 1990 levels. Emissions are expected to decline in FY2008 as more of the co-generation plant’s fuel needs are met by natural gas and then substantially decline with the EcoLine project.

More information: 
http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/greenhouse_gas_inventory.html 

http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/climate_ed/recs.html

http://www.unh.edu/etf/wildcap.html.



	Text79: Information about the UNH Foundation’s assets and letters sent to fund managers and to pooled mutual funds in which UNHF invests are made available to those who contact the UNH Foundation. 

The University System of New Hampshire (USNH) also produces a report that summarizes the asset allocation (listing all the various mutual funds within each category) and performance over the prior year for both the USNH-held funds and the UNH Foundation-held funds. Reports are accessible via the USNH and UNH websites.

If contacted, the UNH Foundation and USNH would also provide information in person.

For more information please go to the following websites:
1) http://www.foundation.unh.edu/about/annualreport.html 
2) http://www.foundation.unh.edu/about/investment.html  
3) http://www.foundation.unh.edu/caseforgiving/honor_roll.html 
	Text80: Not at this time. However, the UNH Foundation Board of Directors sends letters to fund managers and to pooled mutual funds recommending investments in more sustainable options. Letters are made available to those who contact the UNH Foundation. For example, in early 2008 the UNH Foundation Board sent a letter  to all investment managers used by the university stating that UNH has deep concerns over the atrocities occurring in the Darfur region of Sudan and requested that UNH investment funds not be directed to any company that directly or indirectly supports Sudan. The letter included a UNH student body suggestion that the investment firms use www.SudanDivestment.org as a guide for selecting companies in which to invest (http://www.seacoastonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080218/NEWS/802180325/-1/PUBLICRECORDS05).
	Text81: In spring 2008, the UNH Foundation began working with Prime, Buchholz & Associates, Inc. of Portsmouth, NH, for asset allocation and management consulting.  Discussions on sustainable and socially responsible investing are an on-going central focus.

UNH and the UNH Foundation continually explore investments in areas like renewable energy and community development in partnership with the UNHF Board of Directors and UNHF’s fund managers. As of July 2009, part of UNHF’s endowment is being invested in Vanguard Energy Fund Investor Shares, which invests in common stocks of U.S. and foreign companies engaged in the production, transmission, control, or research of energy sources, newer sources such as geothermal, nuclear, and solar.

In 2009, UNHF and its asset allocation and management consultant, Prime, Buchholz & Associates, Inc. of Portsmouth, NH, also met with the New Hampshire Community Loan Fund (www.theloanfund.org) to explore possible investment opportunities.  These conversations will be ongoing.
	Text82: -Student Ross Seavey interned last summer at the Environmental Protection Agency working on EPA’s role in the effort to develop serious greenhouse gas regulation for the US. 

-Student Laura Carpenter followed up on an active learning project in a political science seminar (international environmental politics) to get a bill through the NH legislature that legalized and set out guidelines for NH property owners to install wind turbines on residential property. Governor Lynch signed the bill into law in 2008. More here: http://www.unh.edu/news/cj_nr/2008/July/lw23law.cfm

-Erin Thesing is president of the student group Ecological Advocates, as well as the College Democrats. She also was selected to serve on a national panel of experts to choose the winning health care reform video in a contest sponsored by Organizing for America (OFA), the grassroots organization that works to continue the goals of Barack Obama's presidential campaign. She helped develop the Hopkington, NH "Green" Committee and was a NH representative at the Democratic National Convention in 2008.

-Dovev Levine is researching and writing about the role of university leadership in US climate politics. His work has been published in books and articles alongside UNH professors, and he attended the Copenhagen Climate Change negotiations as an observer: http://unh.edu/news/campusjournal/2010/Jan/13climate.cfm

-There is a continuous cadre of UNH students who intern and work at Clean Air-Cool Planet. http://www.cleanair-coolplanet.org

-The University Office of Sustainability routinely hires undergraduate and graduate student interns to conduct research, as well as maintain student outreach and communications in sustainability.

-The UNH Climate Action Plan (nicknamed WildCAP in recognition of our mascott, the Wildcat) was developed in part by recommendations from students. The ESCI 405 course, "Global Environmental Change" significantly immersed students in developing policy recommendations and analysis for the University as part of their course. Ross Seavey and Erin Thesing were but two of such students involved in formulating WildCAP.

- Gradaute students Matt Magnusson and Matt Frades were instrumental in Carbon Solutions New England (CSNE) for policy assessment for climate change in the state of New Hampshire and the ultimate formation of the New Hampshire Climate Action Plan.  Matt and graduate student Amy Barr are also active researchers under Food Solutions New England:  http://foodsolutionsne.sr.unh.edu/

- UNH undergraduates Charlotte Todd and Chris Keeley have been lead data collectors in helping UNH pilot STARS and then become a STARS Charter Participant: http://www.aashes.org/stars

-Undergraduate Sarah Jacobson founded the UNH Slow Food chapter, (www.unhslowfood.com) which promotes sustainable farming practices, and educates students about choosing to support food and agriculture that is "good, clean, and fair."  Sarah organizes film screenings and guest speakers on campus, and recruits students for projects such as collecting locally grown food for the Cornucopia Food Pantry.  As a participant in the UNH Sustainability Internship Program (SIP), Sarah is currently working as an intern at Seacoast Eat Local.   

- Former UNH graduate student Chris Skoglund, who now works on climate and energy issues for the NH Dept. of Environmental Services, started UNH's annual Student Energy Waste Watch Challenge: http://www.unh.edu/etf/challenge.html
	Text83: UNH participates annually in RecycleMania, a 10-week waste minimization, recycling and composting competition between hundreds of schools nationwide during the spring semester. In 2009, UNH placed 68th in the final round of the Grand Champion division. UNH recycled 243,000 lbs in 10 weeks. Also, we triumphed over Harvard (76), Yale (145) and UMaine (206).

Also see the Student Energy Waste Watch Challenge described below (#7). 
	Text84: College Woods is located on the west side of the main campus. It comprises approximately 250 acres of woods, streams, and small fields. College Woods is the oldest and most intensively used University property for walking, running, and general natural relaxation recreation. It is not uncommon to see walkers, runners, and classes all in one brief stroll though the woods. Through UNH's Lands Committee and forthcoming Eco Task Force, UNH lands are managed in sustainable ways.

http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/biodiv_ed/projects.html#SustLandscaping

http://www.unh.edu/woodlands/properties/colwoods/
	Text85: At the present time there are preliminary discussions about what an Indoor Air Quality policy would entail. Though nothing is official yet, ideas being discussed include establishing clear lines of communication between departments if IAQ issues arise, strategies for addressing IAQ complaints and identifying who is responsible for actions, and guidelines for bringing in a 3rd party to resolve IAQ matters. 

However, to date, eight UNH buildings have earned the Energy Star rating based on the EPA's energy performance rating system. This is significant because these buildings meet industry standards for comfort and indoor air quality, as well as score a 75 or better (on a scale from 1 to 100) based on their actual energy use.
	Text86: The New Hampshire Outing Club (NHOC) is the oldest and largest club on campus and is run entirely by UNH students. NHOC typically offers 2-5 trips each weekend throughout the year including hiking, rock climbing, backpacking, cross country/downhill skiing, canoeing, biking, ice climbing, kayaking, road trips, extreme sledding, and so much more. 

UNH’s Outdoor Education Program follows Leave No Trace (LNT) guidelines and has for the past 20+ years. There is 1 LNT trainer on the staff and Outdoor Education students take a LNT course as part of the KIN 682 course. UNH offers undergraduate, masters, and Ph.D. programs in outdoor education. More information available at http://www.shhs.unh.edu/kin_oe/undergrad_oe.html.

In addition, the 250-acre "College Woods" is located on the west side of the main campus. Many instructors use College Woods as an outdoor learning laboratory and for research purposes. Students, faculty and staff also use the area for recreation including hiking, walking, skiing, jogging, bird watching, and general relaxation.
	Text87: UNH published "The Sustainable Learning Community: One University's Journey to the Future," authored by approximately 60 faculty, staff and external partners: http://www.upne.com/1-58465-771-5.html

In 2009, UNH received an annual Campus Sustainability Leadership Award from the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). UNH’s award was in the four-year universities with between 5,000 and 15,000 students category. 

UNH was one of 26 universities to receive the highest score -- an "A-" -- on the College Sustainability Report Card 2010 of the Sustainable Endowments Institute, earning UNH the overall college sustainability leader distinction. 

Since April 2009, UNH began receiving up to 85% of the energy used by the campus from the ECOLine project, a landfill gas-to-energy project that uses methane gas from a nearby landfill. The methane is now the primary fuel to operate the University’s cogeneration plant, which provides electricity and heat for the main campus buildings. UNH is now selling the renewable energy certificates (RECs) associated with EcoLine to help finance the capital costs of the project and to invest in additional energy efficiency projects on campus. EcoLine and selling RECs are part of UNH's aggressive climate action plan called “WildCAP.” http://unh.edu/news/cj_nr/2009/may/bp19ecoline.cfm and http://unh.edu/news/campusjournal/2010/Mar/03eco.cfm

The Local Harvest Initiative raises awareness and educates students, staff, and community members about our local agricultural landscape and its role in sustaining our physical and economical health and well-being, now and in the future. This initiative includes increasing local food served on campus, and from 2008 to 2009, the Initiative increased local food procurement by 5.6% or $274,294. http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/fas/unhlocalharvest.html

Many more efforts and successes can be found at:

http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/awards.html

http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/successes.html

	Text88: Below are just a few examples.  Much more can be found at http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/successes.html.

*UNH Chief Officer of Sustainability Tom Kelly has given presentations to, been a guest director for, or been on advisory boards/steering committees for the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, the Northeast Campus Sustainbility Consortium,the National Association of College & University Food Services (NACUFS), the Real Food Challenge, the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group, the Community, Food and Agriculture Program at Cornell University, and National Association of College and University Business Officers' 2009 Smart and Sustainable Campuses Conference.  

* In 2008, UNH was one of 90 campuses in North America chosen by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education to pilot STARS, a pilot sustainability tracking, rating and assessment system. In Fall 2009, UNH President Huddleston signed the University as a Charter Participant in the first official reporting year of the program. http://www.aashe.org/stars.

*UNH co-founded and hosted the first meeting of the Northeast Campus Sustainability Consortium (NECSC), a membership association/organization of Northeast US and Northern Atlantic Canadian province colleges and universities: http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/culture_sust/projects.html#NECSC.

UNH's Sustainability Internship Program (SIP) helps students gain valuable work experience where they can learn from dedicated mentors how to incorporate sustainability into their professional and personal lives, while applying their knowledge and ideas to benefit these organizations and help create more sustainable communities. By providing such work experience, internship sites are making a sound investment in the future – helping to solve their own sustainability challenges while giving UNH students the experience they need to grow. http://www.sustainableunh.unh.edu/internship.html

* The Student Energy Waste Watch Challenge is part of UNH's experiential learning for students in how to lessen their ecological footprints while living and learing on campus. During the four week Challenge competition - typically held in either the Fall or Spring semesters - residence halls and on-campus apartments compete against themselves to see who can lower their energy and water use by the greatest percentage. The top three winning halls and apartments win money for their hall funds, bragging rights, and peace of mind. The first place winner also receives the Challenge trophy - an Earth hand-made by volunteer "Energy Captains" in each of the halls and apartments who educate and motivate their fellow students to live more sustainably. The savings of the winning Area 2 (10 dormitories) alone from the October 1 - November 1, 2010, Challenge was 60,000 kilowatt hours in electricity. These savings are equivalent to reducing 43 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents - or the equivalent of 100 barrels of oil. The Fall 2007 Challenge saw all UNH residence halls and apartments save a combined 227,600 kwh and 1,669,000 gallons of water during the October 24 to November 21 competition. These savings translate into $45,000 less in energy and water costs and emissions the equivalent of 272 barrels of oil or not driving 25 passenger cars for one year. Learn more at http://www.unh.edu/etf/challenge.html.

* Food Solutions New England is a University of New Hampshire-based collaboration among diverse stakeholders in the food system including state agencies, non-profits, business and industry partners and associations, as well as educators and practitioners. The Center was created to address the need for coordinated, comprehensive action linking agriculture, the food environment and health and nutrition in our state and region. http://foodsolutionsne.sr.unh.edu/

* A collaboration of UOS and the NH Coalition for Sustaining Agriculture, the NH Farm to School Program connects New Hampshire farms and schools by integrating agricultural production, school food procurement, and school curriculum with the goal of developing a healthy, community-based, community-supported school food system. To date, over half of the K-12 schools in NH are participating in the NH Farm to School Program. In the fall of 2005, the NH Farm to School Program was selected as the Northeast Regional Lead Agency to explore the establishment of a national Farm to School Initiative. This role included gathering information on farm to school programs in the northeast, as well as leading the process of assembling a set of recommendations for the development of a national initiative.  http://www.nhfarmtoschool.org.

*UNH has been a member of the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) since 2006, and UNH Chief Sustainability Officer Tom Kelly is on the AASHE Advisory Council.  

* UNH has the first organic dairy research farm at a land grant institution: http://www.organicdairy.unh.edu

**1st Dual Major in EcoGastronomy in US higher education: Integrating UNH's strengths in sustainable agriculture, hospitality management, and nutrition, a new Dual Major in EcoGastronomy was launched in fall 2008. http://www.unh.edu/ecogastronomy.

*  Carbon Solutions New England™, coordinated by UNH, is a public-private partnership to integrate science, technology, and policy within a sustainability framework to address the challenge of regional carbon neutrality as part of a climate change mitigation and adaptation strategy. CSNE will unite partners from the public and private sectors to build a clean energy future for New England while sustaining its unique natural and cultural resources for future generations. CSNE will focus New England’s formidable intellectual and entrepreneurial capabilities on the development of a clean energy future that reduces greenhouse gas emissions while increasing our resilience and adaptive capacity to a changing climate. Ultimately, this program will provide a regional model of collaboration and cooperation for sustainable development that will serve as a resource for other national and international efforts.




