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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________		  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
	 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
	 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
	 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

	 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

	 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

	 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

	 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

	 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

	 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

	 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

	 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

	 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

	 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

	 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

	 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text36: 20+
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	Text41: 60-70
	Text42: Washington University Dining Services purchases locally-sourced meats on a regular basis and many of these purveyors follow free-range practices. Grass-fed beef is featured on the Ibby's menu (the campus restaurant) periodically. Turkey breast and chicken produced without the routine use of antibiotics as a feed additive is served. Hamburgers are made with fresh ground chuck from beef raised on vegetarian feed without antibiotics or hormones. Other meats served are raised without antibiotics as a first preference.
	Text43: Yes. Providing vegetarian and vegan options at all dining locations is important to Washington University Dining Services and is part of the Bon Appétit Circle of Responsibility program.
	Text44: No; A bottled water ban took effect January 1st, 2009.  
	Text45: The Burning Kumquat, a low-impact, intensive garden, is an official Student Union group on the Danforth campus.  Two additional gardens will also be installed; Bon Appetit's organic herb garden at the Danforth University Center and one on the green roof at our new South 40 House.
	Text46: Our College of Arts & Sciences offers degree programs in biology, chemistry, earth and planetary sciences, and environmental studies, among numerous other academic fields.  The 4 year Pathfinder Program in Environmental Sustainability also allows exploration of problems and solutions associated with selected challenges in environmental sustainability. Our department of Energy, Environmental and Chemical Engineering offers both undergraduate and graduate degrees. Schools of architecture, social work, and medicine offer concentrated courses on sustainable design, social and environmental justice, and environmental and public health, respectively.
	Text47: Yes; The University's Department of Energy, Environmental, and Chemical Engineering offers both graduate and undergraduate programs with a plethora of classes and areas of research.  For more information, please take a moment to visit the department website.
http://eece.wustl.edu/Pages/default.aspx
	Text48: The following site outlines how our various departments on campus integrate sustainability into their curriculum: http://www.wustl.edu/sustain/teaching.html
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* Dr. Pratim Biswas, Prof. EECE, Dir. MAGEEP http://mageep.wustl.edu/
* Dr. John Chase, Prof. Biology, Dir .Tyson Center http://icares.wustl.edu/initiatives/tyson.php
* Dr. Richard Axelbaum, Prof. of Energy, Environmental & Chemical Engineering, Director of the Consortium for Clean Coal Utilization http://icares.wustl.edu/initiatives/cccu.php
	Text50: International Center for Advanced Renewable Energy & Sustainability (I-CARES), McDonnell Academy Global Energy & Environment Partnership, Consortium for Clean Coal Utilization, Tyson Research Center, Interdisciplinary Environmental Clinic, Center for Air Pollution Impact & Trend Analysis, Center for Social Development, Skandalaris Center for Entrepreneurial Studies.  http://wustl.edu/sustain/ 
	Text51: Not yet. 
	Text52: NA
	Text53: A comprehensive study has not been completed, however, the following site will help to provide a an idea of what our various academic departments offer:  http://www.wustl.edu/sustain/teaching.html
	Text54: As part of our University-wide sustainability strategic planning, we have developed an environmentally preferable purchasing policy. Our over-arching principles are focused on products that will have the fewest (no) human and environmental health impacts over their life-cycle. We will use life-cycle analysis on a broad range of product categories in order to balance a diverse set of issues, such as hazardous/toxicity, energy and water efficiency, reusability and recyclability, recycled content, local, etc. We anticipate the initial version of this to be complete later this year, and continually updated for some time.
	Text55: 85
	Text56: No
	Text57: Yes; Our Environmentally Preferable Purchasing policy suggests that users first look at EPEAT and/or Energy Star certified products if they meet their needs and if the life cycle analysis fits within their budgets.
	Text58: Not yet.   As part of our environmentally preferable procurement policy, we are developing guidance for our vendors on how we expect them to minimize packaging and/or materials/waste that require handling for recycling or disposal.  (Please see attached Word document for additional summary information.)
	Text59: Not at present.
	Text60: Three of St. Louis' Metro bus lines serve Washington U.'s campuses. In addition, Huntleigh (Veola)operates a campus circulator on our Danforth campus, and a similar system is operated by our School of Medicine on our medical campus. We also provide a medical escort to meet the special transportation needs of students and others in the University community with a disability or medical condition requiring a more specialized service.
	Text61: The University's Bicycle Master Plan has also been completed and is currently being implemented.  The plan involves extensive upgrades to our campus bicycle facilities (including designated routes and segregation of cyclists and pedestrians, showers, and "node" area parking), enforcement of accompanying policies and procedures, and the overall promotion of bicycling as a safe and sustainable transportation means.  Washington U. students also operate a bike-sharing program called Bear's Bikes that partners with St. Louis' South Side Cyclery to provide bicycles and locks for use for an entire academic year for a mere $190.

	Text62: WU provides an employer assisted housing program -- in the lesser amount of 5% of the home purchase value or $6,000 -- to our faculty, staff, and qualified graduate students in order to encourage them to live near campus. Consequently, more than half of our campus population lives within a two-mile radius of our Danforth campus.  Given this, we continually work with our neighboring communities to improve pedestrian mobility and access to our campuses (See Bicycle Master Plan above). The University also offers a fully subsidized Metro pass to all faculty, staff, and students.  We also partner with RideFinders and Bearly Drivers to facilitate car-/van-pooling, and WeCar to offer alternatives to personal vehicle use.  Washington U. is also a participating employer in the Citizens for Modern Transit Guaranteed Ride Home program.
	Text63: 31
	Text64: Freshman are not permitted to bring a car to campus (This percentage is inclusive of evening only parking). We have also been successful in working with our local municipal/county governments to be allowed variances reducing the amount of parking we are required to provide.  
	Text65: 21
	Text66: 
	Text67: 22
	Text68: Our post-consumer only waste diversion rate is 18%.  Accounting for other diverted materials including electronics, appliances, and those materials diverted via our campus move-out programs, we currently diverting approximately 22% of our waste from the landfill.
	Text69: Yes; recycling receptacles are located across campus, both in and out of doors.  We have also converted to single stream recycling through which all paper,corrugated cardboard (including used pizza boxes), plastics - #1-7, aluminum , steel, and glass can be fully commingled in the designated bins throughout campus.  http://wustl.edu/sustain/singlestream.html
	Text70: Yes; we provide recycling at nearly all special events, including athletics, performing arts, and the annual ThurtenE Carnival.
	Text71: Currently, Washington U. only composts our landscape materials in large amounts.  We also have several small pilot programs to compost food waste on our student run farm.  In the meantime, we are working with our landscape waste composting vendor to support their applications to compost pre- and post-consumer organic food waste and anticipate a conclusion on this initiative very soon.
	Text72: Yes;  Within the Strategic Plan for Sustainable Operations, specific goals have been set in all areas of operation.  http://wustl.edu/sustain/strategicplan.html
Specifically for waste, it is our aim to reduce our impact on landfills and greenhouse gas emissions by reducing our solid waste by 20% on the Medical Campus and 35% on our main Danforth Campus by 2012. We will accomplish this by minimizing waste before arrival and increasing diversion and recycling efforts on all of our campuses.
	Text73: Yes; The Washington U. Share Our Stuff (S.O.S) program is carried out during student move-out every spring.  Various staff and student-led organizations and outside vendors are involved in the collection and redistribution of recyclable goods including books, clothing, canned goods, school and office supplies, appliances and furniture.  These goods and/or proceeds are then donated to local non-profit beneficiaries, some of whom are also active participants in the S.O.S program itself.
	Text74: Yes;  Our Strategic Plan for Sustainable Operations was released this spring for review by students, faculty, and staff.  It can be viewed at:  
http://www.wustl.edu/sustain/strategicplan2.html

	Text75: Yes; Washington U. has an Office of Sustainability that is led by our Asst. Vice Chancellor for Sustainability. Our campus sustainability officer reports directly to our Executive Vice Chancellor for Administration.  
	Text76: Yes;  The driving goal for our Strategic Plan for Sustainable Operations is that of greenhouse gas reduction.  Our commitment is to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to equal 1990 greenhouse gas emissions level by 2020 without carbon offset purchases. This represents a 27% reduction below 2009 levels.  We will achieve this through the application of various initiatives including a substantial investment in energy reduction projects across campus such as lighting retrofits, HVAC upgrades, installation of heat recovery chillers, and chiller retrofits.  Metering, building design, and changes to our dining services, transportation and recycling infrastructures, and general behavior are also very integral.
	Text77: Yes; We have completed an initital greenhouse gas emissions inventory for our university from Fiscal Years 1990-2009.  The inventory is based on industry standard data collecting/reporting protocols, including the GHG Protocol, the CleanAir-Cool Planet calculator, and several other emissions specific rules. http://www.wustl.edu/sustain/GHGEmissions.pdf / http://news.wustl.edu/news/Pages/14949.aspx    
	Text78: Yes; Since 1990, Washington U. has decreased its CO2e greenhouse gas emission by more than 20% per square foot.
	Text79: We make information available to our trustees, to members of the University’s Investment Management Company Board (trustees and non-trustees), senior administrators and other select members of the school community.
	Text80: A specific committee to this end has not been formed, however the University is invested with managers whose mandates include renewable energy and other environmentally responsible investments 
	Text81: Some of our investment managers have invested in renewable energy and other environmentally responsible investments, but have done so through broader investment mandates.   We have also invested in community development initiatives.   This includes actual investments and loans for neighborhood revitalization and building space for small biotech companies.  In addition, we are currently investing in renewable energy funds.  
	Text82: Yes; A number of projects on which our students have worked have had a positive impact on environmental change.  A few examples include our hosting of Powershift in Missouri in the Fall of 2009, work on the Proposition C campaign to pass legislation mandating 12% renewables by 2015, and the forming of the Green Events Commission to work with other student groups to improve their sustainability in their events.
	Text83: Yes; In addition to the annual Recyclemania event, Our annual Olin Sustainability Case Competition sees many Washington U. participants every year.  This program, designed to increase awareness and expand educational opportunities about sustainable business practices is open to all Olin Business school students in both undergraduate and graduate level programs and provides them with a chance to learn about practical, real-world applications of corporate responsibility and sustainability concepts. http://apps.olin.wustl.edu/mba/casecompetition/index.cfm?action=about.  
	Text84: No.
	Text85: Yes.  Green Seal Cleaning Products are used university-wide.
	Text86: Yes; Our Tyson Research Center, located on 2,000 acres of University-owned preserve 20 miles southwest of the main Danforth Campus, provides incredible ecological training and research opportunities for not only undergraduates, graduates, and post-graduates, but for high school students as well.   Located at this site is our Living Learning Center, a facility built to adhere to the Cascadia Region Green Building Council's Living Building Challenge standards of net zero energy, water, and waste. http://www.tyson.wustl.edu/  and  http://news.wustl.edu/news/Pages/14249.aspx .  Please also see out Pathfinder program under "Teaching" at  http://www.wustl.edu/sustain/teaching.html 
	Text87: As previously mentioned, our Strategic Plan for Sustainable Operations, along with it's specific set of goals and initiatives, was released this Spring.  Through numerous public forums we engaged students, faculty, staff, and neighbors in discussion on the progress and future of sustainability at Washington U. and what they, as individuals, can do to further our efforts to maintain a more sustainable campus and community.
	Text88: As mentioned last year, Washington U. created its Collaborative to Advance Sustainable Transformation (CAST) in 2007 in order to transform itself into a 'Living Learning Laboratory' that connects scholarship and discovery directly to design and management in order to find sustainable solutions to local and global challenges and to bring rapid transformation to our campus and to society. Through this program we will continue to:

1. Educate and train the next generation of sustainability leaders, scholars and practitioners
2. Research and innovate sustainable technologies and strategies
3. Operate according to our principles of sustainability and serve as a model for others
4. Engage and empower local, regional, national and international partners to find and implement sustaianable solutions.

wustl.edu/sustain


As mentioned briefly in Category 10: Question 5, we have recently completed the Living Learning Center at our Tyson Research Center.  Built to adhere to the International Living Building Institute's Living Building Challenge ( http://ilbi.org/the-standard/lbc-v1.3.pdf ), the Living Learning Center is designed to achieve net zero energy, water, and waste.  For more information, please visit the following site:

http://news.wustl.edu/news/Pages/14249.aspx


