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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Western State College of Colorado

Contact name and title: Tracey Koehler, Director, Public Relations and Communications
Contact phone: (970) 943-3038

Contact email: tkoehler@western.edu

School’s city and state: Gunnison, CO

Number of students: 2300

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: K paTE:; 3-17-10




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

60 9% Coal 1 % Wind % Biomass
3 9% Natural Gas 1 % Solar % Geothermal
8 % Nuclear 27 % Hydro % Other

The College purchases its energy from the City of Gunnison, which purchases power from Western Area
Power Administration and the Nebraska Municipal Power Pool.

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
100 % Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

33 %

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

The certified building is LEED silver. Two more recently constructed/renovated buildings will be LEED
Gold certified within a year.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

95 %

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

100 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

45 %

We are in the process of adopting a purchasing policy requiring purchase of Energy Star-rated applia

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. The College completed a complete energy audit in 2009 and is preparing to put into place the

recommendations made by the audit. We recently received a Governor's Energy Opportunity grant to
help fund the projects.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

%

Data is not available, however campus dining does make an effort to purchase locally when possible.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

%

Data not available.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Unknown

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

50 %

All meals are prepared made-to-order; all meals can be made without meat. Vegetarian options,
such as veggie burgers, also are available. Data not available on how the meat is produced.

However, we are working on purchasing locally and humanely raised beef (still working out legal
issues).

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes. Also, all meals are made-to-order and can be prepared without meat.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Yes. Due to our elevation (7,700 ft), we do provide bottled water to campus visitors. Most of our
campus community use reusable bottles and we give them to new students at Orientation.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.

Yes. Our campus has a community garden and student club that maintains it using organic methods
(compost, no pesticides). The garden also is used for research projects and as an educational tool
about local, organically grown food.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Environmental Studies

Environmental Biology and Ecology (emphasis w/in Biology major)
Outdoor Environmental Education

Professional Land and Resource Management

Environmental Chemistry (emphasis w/in Chemistry major)

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Yes. The classes are: Sustainable Building Design; Inquiry into Sustainability; Science, Technology and
the Environment; Applied Environmental Studies; Energy and the Environment; Study in Sustainability
(research course); Transitions in Sustainability; Sustainability; Environmental Economics; Business and

the Environment; Intro to Environmental Studies; Environmental Monitoring; US & Western
Environmental Policy; Global Environmental Policy; Environmental Politics

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

Yes: http://www.western.edu/academics/envs/courses.html

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.
John Hausdoerffer: director of Environmental Studies program; named 2009 Teacher of the Year by
Gunnison Chamber of Commerce for his work promoting environmental initiatives o published the
book, "Catlin's Lament: Indians, Mainfest Destiny and the Ethics of Nature" among other essays and
articles about the relationship between environmental ethics and social justice; Jessica Young and Pat
Magee: leading research and efforts to designate the Gunnison Sage Grouse as an endangered
species; Scott Cohn: leading efforts to expand recycling and composting practices on campus;
Jonathon Coop: overseeing and coordinating the College's Applied Sustainability Certification

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Center for Environmental Studies; Environmental Studies Program; Applied Sustainability Certification
program (teaches technical, hands-on skills for building sustainable communities); Annual Colorado
Water Workshop (regional conf. on western water issues); Headwaters Project/Annual Conference
(effort to serve the region as a resource and rallying point); Annual Environmental Symposium

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No.

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

73 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Not yet. The College is in the process of adopting an energy-efficient appliance purchasing policy
requiring purchase of Energy Star certified products in all areas for which such ratings exist. Currently,
the President’s Cabinet is considering recommendations from the President’'s Climate Committee about
wording for the policy.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

Yes.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

No.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

No, however we do include in bids that minimal packaging is preferred.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

No.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. We partner with our community to provide free shuttle service around campus, and between the
towns of Gunnison and Crested Butte, which is utilized frequently by our campus community.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

We participate in the annual Bike-to-Work day, have bike racks at every building, allow bicycles on
sidewalks and students have developed in the past free-ride bike programs and are working on a

current community bike-share program. However, the majority of our students, faculty and staff already
walk or ride their bikes to campus (even in sub-zero temperatures!); it's part of our lifestyle here.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

There are preferred parking spaces reserved for hybrid vehicles.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

25 %

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

69 %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

30%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes. All buildings have recycling receptacles and there are several large receptacles next to the
outside dumpsters.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?
Yes.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yes. We also are installing an "Earth Tub" to recycle food waste from campus dining. The compost will
be used in our Community Garden.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yes. We promote recycling and reusing items whenever possible. For example, after the demolition of
our student union, more than 60 percent of the materials was recycled or reused in the new
construction. We also hold auctions and donate surplus campus property rather than dumping them

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. We have a program called "Re-Use It, Free-Use It" at the end of the school year when students
are moving out of the residence halls. Students can place unwanted items in a designated area for
others to pick from. Remaining items are donated to the local organizations.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Yes. The faculty, students and Board of Trustees unanimously adopted a guiding Environmental
Charter in 2005: http://www.western.edu/academics/envs/files/Environmental%20Charter.pdf

- 2009-14 College Strategic Plan:
http://www.western.edu/academics/strategicplan/strategicplan2009-2014.pdf [Sustainability (3.4)]

-President's Climate Commitment (charter member): http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,

such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yes. The College has a Sustainability Action Committee, which coordinates cross-campus efforts and
initiatives for environmental awareness and sustainabilitly projects. There are students, faculty and
senior administrators representing all campus entities serving on the President's committee.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes. Western has established a President's Climate Commitment Action Plan, which outlines the
College's goals and steps for carbon neutrality. Our targets are a reduction of 20 percent from campus
2006 CO2 emissions by 2020, a 50 percent reduction by 2035 and carbon neutrality by 2050. The plan
includes closely monitoring energy use and emissions; incorporate reduction measures into all
renovation and new construction projects; changing campus culture through education and leadership.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?
Yes.

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Our carbon reduction commitment was finalized in fall 2009 and while our energy use and associated

carbon emissions has declined, formal evaluation from our baseline is due every five years, so it is too
early to release those data.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Information on our Foundation endowments is available to the public. That information is published in an
annual independent audit in the annual report.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

No.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

Our Foundation is growing in its desire to achieve increasing levels of sustainable investing. Quarterly,
the portfolio is formally reviewed by the investment committee, and an effort is made to select fund
managers who consistently produce above-index returns with a similar sustainable philosophy. An
interesting note is that the definition of “sustainable” can differ among investors.

Regarding funds for college operating expenses, the College does not act as its own treasury; we rely
on the Colorado State Treasurer’s office to manage our funds, similar to most other state institutions.



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Our students are involved in numerous projects that have resulted in positive changes on campus NS
beyond. A few recent examples are: raised funds and assisted in the design of the College's first solar
panels; Researched and proposed a campus greenhouse (now in the master facilities plan); Conducted
energy and sustainability audits of the residence halls, as well as local businesses, and provided
solutions to improve sustainability and energy conservation efforts; Researched human behavior
surrounding energy practices; Expanded recycling on campus to include cell phones, which are recycled
by a company committed to sustainabilty; Participate in public land management; Conduct research for
such agencies as the EPA, BLM and National Park Service; Travelled to Kenya to install solar panels,
build environmental education facilities, and study rainforest issues.

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Students, faculty and staff worked together to submit a 2-minute video to the National Wildlife
Federation's 2010 "Chill Out" contest. They won the "Students in Action" category.

A student has submitted an entry in the 2010 Pepsi Challenge to win $25,000 that will be used to build a
straw bale greenhouse on campus. The results are still pending.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Yes. In 2009, Western was named a "Tree Campus USA" by the Arbor Day Foundation for its
stewardship and maintenance of green space on campus (we are the only campus in Colorado so far to
have this designation). We have an educational xeriscape garden, which provides habitat for native
species. We maintain public pedestrian and non-motorized vehicle trails in natural environments on

campus land. And we're exploring a candidate conservation agreement with assurances for college land
associated with endangered and/or threatened species.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. Smoking is prohibited in all buildings and within 15 feet of building entrances. Our Custodial staff

only use "green" cleaning supplies and practices, as well as low-VOC paints and sealands. They also
regularly check and change air filters.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. We offer the following majors that incorporate outdoor, nature-based programming: biology,
environmental studies, geology, and outdoor leadership and outdoor environmental education major.
Many of these classes incorporate service projects for the community and public lands. Our Extended
Studies program offers numerous opportunities for our community to engage in environmental classes
as well. We also have the Wilderness Pursuits (WP) program, which provides outdoor trips for the

campus community as well as gear rentals and educational clinics. Many of these incorporate Leave
No Trace (LNT) education.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Initiated plans and secured funding for a biomass boiler, which will be fueled by wood from downed trees
on public land within a 60-mile radius of campus (have already received a Colorado Governor's Energy
Opportunity grant to fund this project, which will be complete in July 2011); Declared 2010-11 as the
College's "Year of Sustainability"; Applied for LEED Gold certification for the new College Center;
Installed three types of solar arrays and data center on an academic building to serve as an educational
tool for campus and greater community (student-initiated project); Established the Sustainability Action
Committee and approved the President's Climate Commitment Action Plan; Established certification
program for Applied Sustainability

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Western's unique location in the heart of the Rockies provides one of the best "natural laboratories” for
hands-on learning and opportunities for students to conduct research that is used by various
organizations. The Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory, established by a former WSC biology
professor, is one such place where students can participate in real-life environmental and ecological
research.

Our students also are actively engaged in conducting research and making recommendations to the
College administration for sustainable methods on campus. For example, students researched electric
vehicles for campus, which also use solar power. The College is employing their recommendation.
Students also helped draft the College's Environmental Charter and encouraged the President's signing
of the PCC. They also approved a student Sustainability Fee, which provides grants for student
sustainability projects.

Western offers a unique education program called CORE where students spend a semester in Costa
Rica doing a variety of activities, including environmental service projects. They stay at a sustainable
treehouse community called Finca Bella Vista, which was established and is owned by two WSC
alumni.

We have numerous alumni who are leaders in environmental fields:

Alex Eaton, director, International Renewable Resources Institute; Theo Colborn, leading environmental
health analyst who was named one of "Time" magazine's "Hero's of the Environment;" Eric Lowen,
named one of Esquire magazine's "Best & Brightest" for his leadership promoting a type of nuclear
reactor that reuses its own waste as fuel; Taryn Mead, Design Table for Biomimicry Guild; Christina
Alvord, research associate for the Western Water Assessment, National Ocean and Atmospheric
Administration; Matt and Erica Hogan, founder, Finca Bella Vista, an eco-tourism community in Costa
Rica; Scott Borden, field instructor, Yosemite Institute

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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