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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Yale University

Contact name and title: Julie Newman, Director: Office of Sustainability
Contact phone: 203 436 3571

Contact email: Julie.newman@yale.edu

School’s city and state: New Haven, CT 06520

Number of students: 12,000 grad and undergrad

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: DATE:




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

% Coal % Wind % Biomass
70 9% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro 30 9% Other SO NE GRID

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
98 9% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity 2 %Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

Cogen system fed by natural gas; 3 turbines create electricity and steam via Heat Recovery Steam
Generators. Steam is then distributed to buildings by way of piped tunnel system.



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100 %
0

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

55% of the buildings on the Medical School campus which were completed in the last 3 years are LEED
certified - all are Gold

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0 o

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

80 %

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

Energy Star is a requirement for all new appliances as of 2006.

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

yes



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?
40 o

Note: 40% of the food served in the Yale Dining Halls meets one of four sustainability criteria: local,
eco-sensitive, fair, humane. Local and organic are definitely considered, but not necessarily valued
above humane and fair.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

40 o

Note: 40% of the food served in the Yale Dining Halls meets one of four sustainability criteria: local,
eco-sensitive, fair, humane. See Answer #1.

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

Yes. We use the Seafood Watch guide and whenever possible the Marine Stewardship Certification
as a guideline.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

60 %

All beef is grass-fed, grain-finished. All poultry is local Within (250 miles), humanely raised and
hormone-free and anti-biotic-free. Chicken is also processed in a facility with fair working conditions.
All eggs — shell and liquid — are cage-free.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?
Yes, primarily locally-sourced, Yale-branded water.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.
We have a one-acre market garden on campus. The garden produces 300 varieties of vegetables,

fruits, flowers and produce. The produce is sold at New Haven farmers’ market, and served at
special events in the dini



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Undergraduates who major in Environmental Studies examine how physical and biological processes
maintain life, and how humans affect nature, from a broad interdisciplinary perspective. Other
opportunities for undergraduates include majoring in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Environmental
Engineering, Geology and Geophysics, as well as developing collaborative projects in Chemical
Engineering and other departments. Master's in Environmental Management - Joint Degrees with
School's of Management, Architecture, Divinity, Public Health and Divinity

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

Yes.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.
Yes - but not updated - http://www.yale.edu/environ/academic_studying.html

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

Dan Esty - Environmental Policy Julie Newman - Campus Sustainability
Tom Gradael - Industrial Ecology RK Pachauri - Yale Climate and Energy Institute
Paul Anastas - Green Chemistry [and many more]

Julie Zimmerman - Environmental Engineering

Michelle Addington - Sustainable Design

John Grimm - Ecology and Religion

Mary Evelyn Tucker - Ecology and Religion

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Center for Business and Environment at Yale
Center for Environmental Law and POlicy
Rudd Center - Food Policy

Yale Climate and Energy Institute

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

75 %



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes, an Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy covers commodities including office supplies;
electronics/equipment; break room supplies; custodial supplies; paint; carpet; furniture; and vehicles.
[available upon request]

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

0 %

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
Yes

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

We only purchase computers with EPEAT certification, and request all other electronic devices to be
Energy Star compliant.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

We are in the process of drafting standards to apply to all new contracts going forward which will
address waste and the waste stream at Yale.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Not currently.



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. Please see www.yale.edu/shuttle for free daytime and evening shuttle information, including
real-time shuttle location tracking.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Yale has a departmental bike-sharing program that provides participating departments with free

commuter bicycles for local trips, as well as a student bikeshare program. The university works closely
with the city to improve bicycle facilities.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Yale provides an online transit benefit program that allows employees to pay for transit passes with
pre-tax dollars. Monthly passes are mailed to participants' home addresses. Tailored “Commuter
Counseling” is available to employees interested in getting detailed commute information.

Almost five percent of faculty and staff who park on campus participate in the carpool program that
offers free parkingto carpools of 3 or more and a 60% discount for 2-person carpools. Rideshare and
transit participants benefit from a Guaranteed Ride Home program as well as receiving 3-free parking

passes per month. Yale also has one of the most successful university carsharing (Zipcar) programs in
the country with 29 cars on campus

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

n/a A

Because our undergrads are housed on campus, we assume they don’t commute by car.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

53% %



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

24%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

Yes, In addition to having a deskside recycling program, recycling receptacles are placed in common
spaces ie. copy rooms, kitchenettes, and outside in public spaces

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

Yes, recycling is encouraged at all large scale events including athletic games, commencement, and
reunions.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?

Yale’s composting program is set to launch on March 22nd when students return from spring break. At
that time is will be campus-wide to include all twelve residential college dining halls.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

Yale has established a goal to reduce municipal solid waste 25% by June 30, 2013. To reach this goal
we will increase our recycling rate by 25%, begin (on March 22nd) to compost 100% of the pre- and

post-consumer food waste generated by University Dining Halls, and increase the amount of materials
diverted from the waste stream for repurposing on campus by 20% .

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes, our end of the year student move-out program is termed “Spring Salvage”. Multiple donation bins

are located at each residential college. Last year Yale collected and donated approximately 60tons of
material to local non-profits for reuse.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

Sustainability is one of Yale's top priorities.
http://www.yale.edu/opa/arc-ybc/v36.n8/story3.html

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Yale Office of Sustainability - established in 2005

5 FTE, 24 Student Research Assistants, 30 paid Peer Educators, 45 volunteer Sustainability Leaders

Sustainability Task Force, Biodiversity Land Water Committee, Paper Committee, Sustainability
Working Group

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

yes, 43% below 2005 levels by 2020

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes, 7.5% below 2005 levels so far - yale.edu/sustainability



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

http://www.yale.edu/investments/

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

The Yale Advisory Committee on Investor Responsibility
http://acir.yale.edu/

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

http://www.yale.edu/investments/



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Yes....many. Caroline Howe class of 2007

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

Yes: COP 14, COP 15, Climate Action etc.

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

Not yet. in the process of developing an ecosystems services survey and master plan

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

Yes. Green Cleaning Policy. [available upon request]

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes. Sustainable Farm, Environmental Education program at W. Campus [run by the Peabody
Museum]., Urban Resources Institute [tree planting and park maintenance in New Haven], School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies offers many courses, field trips to Yale Meyer's Forest



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

See www.yale.edu/sustainability

Highlights include: Pilot of the Community Carbon Fund, Spring Salvage - collected and redistributed 60
tons, improved shuttle ridership and increased bicycle commuters, Commitment to LEED Gold for all
new construction, installed thin film solar on swing dorm, conducted first watershed analysis

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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