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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:
Contact phone:
Contact email:
School’s city and state:

Number of students:

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL: DATE:




Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

% Coal % Wind % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear % Hydro % Other

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
% Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity % Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

%

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

%

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

%

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?



Category 3: Food

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

%

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?
%

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

%

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

%



Category 5: Purchasing

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?
%

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?



Category 6: Transportation

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

%

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

%



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus

dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009?
Please list all improvements.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text35: Yes, our Sustainability Plan explicitly states that we plan to become climate neutral by first investing in energy efficiency.  We also pledged to implement projects with a 5-year or better payback and consider other projects with longer paybacks. 

Currently the campus is undergoing a comprehensive energy recommissioning of all of our main campus buildings.  The results from our consultant are due in April.  We are also actively working with our local utility to identify and implement energy efficiency projects.  In 2009, we received recognition as an Xcel Energy Efficiency Partner organization by our local utility.  

In addition, we have a Clean Energy Revolving Fund, which provides funds for energy efficiency projects that have a projected payback. The payback money goes back into the fund to help future projects get started.
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All of our seafood is deemed sustainable by the Montery Bay Aquarium's Seafood Watch Program.
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All our beef is 100% grass-fed, hormone- and antibiotic-free, and raised on family farms (Thousand Hills Beef).  This accounts for 13.7% of our non-seafood meat.
	Text43: 
Yes, both.
	Text44: 
Yes, but no bottled water is distributed at Reunion as well as in some departments and events on campus. 
	Text45: We have an organic garden. The MULCH garden has 2 yard-sized plots for vegetables, and a permaculture garden featuring perennial edibles. We use crop rotation, contour planting, companion planting, hand weeding, hand tilling, and save our own seeds. The produce feeds the gardeners and the Macalester community through various events, and we sell some to campus dining.
	Text46: Environmental Studies
Biology, with an ecology focus
Geology, with multiple classes offered on environmental geology
Geography, with multiple classes offered on environmental geography
	Text47: 
Yes.  Environmental Studies 130 is Science of Renewable Energy.
	Text48: All environmental studies departmental courses and cross-listed courses are listed in the course catalog: http://www.macalester.edu/academic/catalog/
	Text49: We have an outstanding environmental studies department faculty:  Dan Hornbach (department chair and Mississippi River mussell researcher), Louisa Bradtmiller (paleo-climatologist), Roopali Phadke (environmental policy researcher), Chris Wells (environmental historian and instigator of the EcoHouse and Clean Energy Revolving Fund collaborator) , Jerald Dosch (Director of Ordway Natural History Site), Christy Manning (environmental psychology researcher), Stepanie Rutherford (environmental policy).  We also have an outstanding environmental studies coordinating committee:  James Dawes, Jim Doyle, Arjun Guneratne, Keith Kuwata, Kelly MacGregor, Bill Moseley, Wang Ping, Sarah West.    Please see www.macalester.edu/environmentalstudies/faculty.htm for more details. 
	Text50: 
The Katherine Ordway Natural History Study Area is adjacent to the Mississippi River,17 miles from the campus and includes various natural habitats.  The Three Rivers Center at Macalester offers various disciplines opportunities to use the Mississippi, Minnesota, and St. Croix Rivers to explore issues such as urban development, natural preservation, water quality protection, and public access.  
	Text51: No
	Text52: 50?
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	Text54: 
Not yet, but we have a draft Responsible Purchasing Policy which is already guiding the decentralized purchasing system at Macalester and promoting more sustainable purchasing and printing decisions for campus departments. We expect to adopt this policy soon. 
	Text55: 100
	Text56: 
Yes
	Text57: 
We do not have a formal policy statement, however, we have a strong commitment to purchasing EPEAT-certified equipment whenever possible.  In practice, nearly every computer or printer we have bought for the past 5 years meets or exceeds EPEAT guidelines. 
	Text58: 
Yes, we have an agreement with Staples Co. The minimum order must be $25.00 and the boxes in which supplies are shipped must able to be sent back to the company and reused.  We also worked with vendors to reduce waste to our recent LEED-platinum building.  
	Text59: 
No
	Text60: 
Macalester is a part of a group of five colleges in the Twin Cities known as the Associated Colleges of the Twin Cities, in which students can easily cross-register for classes.  Part of the program is a free shuttle from campus to campus throughout the day (http://www.associatedcolleges-tc.org/Bus/bussched3.htm).
	Text61: 
Macalester offers Bike Share, a free rental program organized by the student group MacBike.  Students can rent a bike (along with a helmet, lock, a map of Twin Cities' biking routes, and bike trailer) from the Library for up to a week.  The campus also has abundant bike parking.
The Sustainability Office also hosts a bike/walk/bus commuter coffee break every other week. 
	Text62: 
Yes, For public transit, Macalester offers 20% and 50% subsidized bus passes to all students, faculty, and staff of the college from Metro Transit (http://www.metrotransit.org/).  
Macalester offers several carpooling programs.  HOURCAR (http://www.HOURCAR.org) is car-share program, and we have 2 Toyota Priuses near the Macalester campus available for individual and department use.  Zipride (http://www.macalester.zipride.com/) is Macalester's online rideshare and carpool listing board.  Macalester also offers a campus-wide preferred parking program for carpools and low-emitting vehicles.  
Finally, the High Winds "Walk to Work" provides financial assistance for staff who purchase houses within one mile from campus by offering “fix up” matching grants up to $3,000.
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	Text67: 50
	Text68: 
	Text69: 
Yes, this is standardized across campus.
	Text70: 
Yes.  This last fall, we started collecting recycling at our stadium.
	Text71: Macalester does not compost commercially on campus. However all of our dining  service food waste is sent to Barthold Farms as pig feed. Also our gardening student group, MULCH, make their own compost from their leftover plant waste on campus.  In addition, the Vegetarian Cooperative and the EcoHouse also have backyard composting and vermiculture.
	Text72: Yes we are very much committed to waste-reduction goals. Since 2007, we have had a  Zero-Waste Policy and Zero Waste Committee. Macalester also hired a Sustainability Manager in 2008 to help spearhead Macalester's Sustainability Plan which was drafted in the 2008-2009 school year. Macalester has made clear in the Sustainability Plan that it is our goal to become zero-waste by 2020.  Macalester has hired sustainability student workers as a zero-waste manager and grounds sustainability worker. The 2010 environmental studies senior seminar class is currently focused on zero waste. 
	Text73: We have our own Move-Out program that was implemented last year. It is a collaborative process that involves students from Habitat for Humanity, our Residential Life staff, janitors, our information technology staff, our Sustainability Manager, sustainability student workers, and interested students/faculty/staff. We plan months ahead of when students move out of the dorms in May to have clothing donation boxes in all the dorms for the Habitat for Humanity garage sale at the beginning of the year. We also have bins where students can take broken electronics for e-waste recycling. 
	Text74: 
Although sustainability is not technically part of our mission statement, our working definition of sustainability shows the connection to our core values.  The definition states, "Sustainability is the continuous effort to meet the needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs by working toward a healthy environment, social justice, and strong economy.  At Macalester, sustainability is infused throughout our core values of academic excellence, internationalism, multiculturalism, and service to society".  This definition came out of a campus-wide participatory sustainability strategic planning process undertaken in 2008-2009.   
	Text75: Suzanne Savanick Hansen is the full-time Sustainability Manager, and seven student workers work in the sustainability office as work-study students.  The college also has a Sustainability Advisory Committee composed of faculty, staff, and students which meets to discuss and implement sustainability initiatives across campus. We also have a Zero Waste Committee, a Clean Energy Revolving Fund Board, and an EcoHouse Advisory Committee. 
	Text76: 
Yes. According to our Sustainability Plan, we will be climate neutral by 2025. We plan to do this by investing in energy efficiency and renewable energy.  We will also invest in off-campus renewable energy or offsets, when needed. 
	Text77: 
Yes
	Text78: 
Our energy use per square foot has decreased over time, but we have not yet reduced our annual carbon emissions. Our sustainability plan was only adopted in September. 
	Text79: 
Information on asset allocation and performance is available to the
Macalester community and is publicly available on our website.

	Text80: 
Macalester's Social Responsibility Committee (SRC) meets regularly to
review issues of pressing concern to the Macalester community,
including issues of social, economic, and environmental justice, as
well as human rights.  Issues addressed by the SRC have historically
impacted Macalester's investment and purchasing policies.

	Text81: 
Macalester has made environmentally responsible investments, including:
-Green technology venture partnerships
-Timberlands sold into conservation easements

These investments are currently in the portfolio, and there are no
discussions underway to sell these investments.

	Text82: 
Yes, our students have been very involved in campus projects, local projects and state and national projects.  Students set up recycling in the 1960s on campus, started the first wind turbine project in the City of St. Paul, started the Clean Energy Revolving Fund, the MN and National Campus Energy Challenge, built two green roofs, a prairie and raingarden.  In addition, students started the popular Summer of Solutions program and the Cooperative Energy Futures program.  


	Text83: 
Macalester College students started the National Campus Energy Challenge, now the Minnesota Campus Energy Challenge. Last year three of the organizers won the Staples Ashoka Youth Social Entrepreneur Competition for their work organizing and running the 2009 Minnesota Campus Energy Challenge. 
We are also currently competing in Recyclemania, a nation-wide competition to reduce overall waste generation and increase recycling rates. We are currently ranked second nationally in the food waste reduction category.
	Text84: 
We have a prairie on campus with 80 species native to the region, and we also own Katherine Ordway Natural History Study Area, a 300 acre site with tall grass prairie, oak savanna and woodland, riparian forests, seasonal and permanent ponds and springs, and a backwater lake.  These lands have been set aside by the College for biological and environmental education and the protection and management of natural environments. 
	Text85: 
We have a green cleaning policy.  Our new LEED platinum building is cleaned exclusively with nontoxic cleaners.  All other buildings are currently in the process of switching to green cleaning products.  At least 60% of our buildings are using green cleaners 
	Text86: 
We have an Outing Club that offers nature activities for students, including fall break and spring break trips.  Furthermore, many of the geology and biology classes, such as Ecology and Field Botany, take students on outside and on field trips to get hands-on outdoor experience in the field.  Classes also use the Katharine Ordway Natural History Study Area.  
	Text87: 
During 2008-2009, the Sustainability Office led the college in a campus-wide sustainabiltiy strategic planning process and we officially adopted our first Sustainability Plan in September, 2009.  We opened a LEED platinum building on campus, the first at an educational institution in the state. We started preferred parking for low-emitting vehicles and carpools.  We also started a Zipride carpool listing service.   In spring 2009 we also started the MacFreeSwap free stuff listing service, started sending all of our post-consumer food waste to a local pig farm, started a comprehensive Move Out waste diversion project that collected reuseable material for a fall garage sale, collected e-waste, and improved recycling rates.  Due to these efforts, we increased our waste diversion rate from spring Move Out to nearly 50% from a previous 17% the year before. 
	Text88: ~We have a widespread Sustainability Student Worker network. Students in the network are employed as regular student workers by different departments across campus.  Currently 25 students in 9 departments are part of the network. The network is organized by one student worker from the Sustainability Office who sets up a meeting every other week in the evening. The students in the network work on research, communication, and projects in their home department.  The Sustainability Office assists with setting up of projects and troubleshooting.  The network has proven successful in implementing projects across the campus and offers a way for departments to collaborate. Having paid students working on projects in specific departments has also been good for involving the staff for those departments in sustainability initiatives. Many of the staff supervisors of student workers in the network are active members of one or more of our sustainability-related committees. 
~Macalester hosts four different sustainability related committees: Sustainability Advisory Committee, Zero-Waste Committee (with Move-Out sub-committee), Clean Energy Revolving Fund Board, and EcoHouse Advisory Committee.
~Macalester College renovated a 1950's house as the Ecohouse student residence (www.macalester.edu/ecohouse). 
~Every Thursday the Environmental Studies Department hosts the EnviroThursday speakers' series. 
~Numerous student groups have been active in the sustainability area.  MacBike promotes bicycling and organizes the Bikeshare program.  MULCH (Macalester Urban Land and Community Health) has an on-campus organic garden and sells produce to the campus food service.  MacCARES (Macalester Conservation and Renewable Energy Society) has been active in numerous campus projects including establishing the green roofs and the Clean Energy Revolving Fund. 
~The Clean Energy Revolving Fund (CERF) is a revolving loan fund for energy and water-saving projects.  So far, the fund has provided monetary assistance to change 30,000 lightbulbs on campus to a more efficient fluorescent bulb, insulated several houses on campus and installed water saving fixtures.  
~The sustainability office gives out Green Star Awards to any and all members of the Macalester community who take their own initiative in completing projects related to sustainability.
~In spring 2008 the sustainability office, in conjunction with the alumni office, designed a map for a sustainability tour of the Macalester campus. The map was used at the reunion that summer and has since been updated for use at future events.
~A student-led inititative to provide incoming first year students with materials on sustainability at Macalester led to the publication of a document entitled "How to be a Sustainable Scot," which is distributed in orientation materials when new students arrive on campus in the fall.
~As part of her internship in the EcoHouse, Zoe Hastings '11, produced a document on sustainable eating practices, which is now available to all members of the Macalester community via the EcoHouse website and creates a good supplement to sustainability efforts in the campus dining hall by reaching off-campus students, staff, and faculty.


