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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools”
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and
caliber of sustainability-oriented education.

Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses
as “2010_coolschools_your school's name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010.

Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published.

As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million
engaged and educated citizens.

Many thanks for your participation.

School name: Williams College
Contact name and title: Stephanie Boyd
Contact phone: 413-597-4462

Contact email: SPoyd@williams.edu

School’s city and state: Williamstown, Massachusetts

Number of students: 2000

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.
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Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.

% Coal 1.0 9% Wind 2.5 9 Bjomass
21 o, Natural Gas % Solar % Geothermal
% Nuclear 42 9 Hydro 33.6 9, Other System power

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?

% Coal % Biomass
90 o, Natural Gas % Geothermal
% Elecricity 10 9 Fuel Oil

If cogeneration, please explain.

Williams College co-generates about 20% of the electricity used by the campus at its central heating
plant



Category 2:

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification
of at least silver?

100
%

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2 academic and classroom buildings (Schapiro Hall and North Academic Building) received LEED gold
certification last year. No other buildings have been built on campus in the past 3 years.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or
untreated soures?

0
%

Campus landscaping is not watered. Only game playing fields are watered.

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?
90
%

Most incandescent lighting has been replaced with CFLs. LED lights are used in Lasell gym and in
one of the parking lots on campus. Motion detectors have been installed in most buildings on campus.
Daylighting sensors are installed in key areas.

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

%

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

Yes. The campus has been implementing energy efficiency retro-fits in many campus buildings for
the past several years. Improvements include conducting energy audits in faculty houses, replacing
motors, improving building control systems, up-grading insulation, repairing steam traps, among other
projects.



Category 3:

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles
of the campus?

10 o

Local foods include dairy (milk, yogurt and cheese), fresh produce, apples and other fruit.

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic?

L g

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council,
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program?
Some of the seafood served in Dining Halls is deemed sustainable.

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

%

Entrees including meat are served daily in all dining halls. We are seeking out affordable free-range
and grass-fed protein products. Williams serves sustainably grown meats at specialty dinners.

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

Yes - nurtionally complete vegetarian and vegan options are available at every meal, in each of the 5
dining halls.

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

Very little bottled water is sold on campus. Bottled water has been removed from retail locations and
filtered water dispensers have been installed. Reusable water bottles have been given to 1st yrs.

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the
garden and methods used.
Yes - the campus has a small garden associated with our research forest. A Manager of Sustainable

Food Programs has just been hired, and with her input, planning for our new organic garden is
underway and gardening will commence in the spring.



Category 4:

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

Williams offers a concentration in environmental studies. Courses are listed in a searchable on-line
course catalog. (http://www.williams.edu/Registrar/catalog/catalog0910.pdf ) Many environmental
studies courses are cross listed with other programs - biology, geology, political science, ecology, etc.

Williams-Mystic Maritime Studies Program offers students a unique opportunity to explore ocean related
environmental issues.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

"Renewable Energy and the Sustainable Campus" - develops an understanding of renewable and
non-renewable energy sources and technologies. Students use the campus as a laboratory to study

energy efficiency opportunities, applications of renewable energy technology on campus, etc. Other
courses include: Energy Science and Technology, Economics of the Environment.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available.
No - we provide a searchable database of courses.

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

James Carlton is considered the leading authority on global marine bioinvasions and modern marine
extinctions. He is the founding editor-in-chief of the international journal Biological Invasions, a Pew
Fellow in marine conservation, and named an Ocean Hero by the Smithsonian Institution. David Dethier
, Edward Brust Professor of Geology and Mineralogy Teaches classes on global warming, natural

disasters, and renewable energy. Douglas Gollin, focuses on development, growth, technology, food
and agriculture.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

Yes. The Zilkha Center for Environmental Initiatives partners with all campus departments to make the
campus more sustainable and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The Center for Environmental
Studies offers environmental classes, and experiential education programming.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)
of the course(s).

No.

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

25
%



Category 5:

1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

No. Williams College has sustainability principles: http://www.williams.edu/resources/sustainability/
sustainability_principles.php The principles outline our commitment to the environment including
purchasing and life cycle considerations. Williams College is a small college that has historically not
been managed through formal policies. The Zilkha Center for Environmental Initiatives director
participates on many committees on campus to ensure that sustainability principles are incorporated
into significant campus decisions.

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content?

100
%

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?
We purchase 100% post consumer waste recycled paper for all office paper.

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe.

EPEAT only applies to desktop/laptop machines. Williams has long term purchasing relationships with
several companies and the majority of their products that we purchase meet EPEAT standards.
However, EPEAT doesn't apply to servers, which are the large energy consuming electronics on
campus.

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.
No

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be
installed or delivered with these features enabled?

Williams College regularly purchases energy star equipment. Purchases made through central
purchasing departments are Energy Star labeled equipment (where exists).



Category 6:

1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Yes. Most students live on campus and therefore walk or bike to class, so there is no need for an
on-campus shuttle. A shuttle bus runs frequently to local shopping areas.

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

Williams College is a small residential campus with most students living on campus and able to walk or

bike to all campus locations easily. Bike racks have been installed. Bikes are donated to the Center for
Development Economics for use by international students there. Bike repair is offered free of charge

to students. Planning is underway to develop a more comprehensive bike share program.

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

Williams College is a member of Mass Rides, a hon-profit organization that supports carpooling locally
and in the state. Williams also offer motor coach service to/from the airport and to northeastern cities
at break periods, and beginning and end of year. Williams Students Online (WSO) manage a ride
board to facilitate carpooling for students. Parking spaces near new academic buildings (LEED
certified) are reserved for high efficiency vehicles.

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

%

Williams does not a commuter population - students primarily live on campus.

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

%

~60% of faculty and ~89% of staff drive to work in a car. The remainder bike or walk.



Category 7:

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted
from landfills)?

%

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans?
Yes - Williams College attempts to place recycling receptacles everywhere there are trash cans.

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

This year, Williams promoted its green football homecoming game. Students manned recycling
centers and compost centers, hosted a green tailgating party and provided recycling information to
football fans.

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus
dining locations?
Yes. Compost containers are located in all dining locations for pre and post consumer composting.

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?

Yes. Williams run an annual year end recycling program that we call "Give It Up". Clothing, books,
school supplies, furniture, miscellaneous items, non-perishable food is collected and donated to local
and other charitable organizations.



Category 8:

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar
document? If so, please provide the text or link.
http://www.williams.edu/resources/sustainability/sustainability _principles.php

Williams College sustainability principles. See link above.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives,
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator
position a part-time or full-time position?

Williams employs 3 people in its Zilkha Center for Environmental Initiatives. The Director is full time, as
is the environmental analyst and sustainable food manager.

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting

goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

Yes. Williams is committed to reduced its greenhouse gas emissions to 10% below 1990-91 levels by
2020. This is approximately a 40% decrease from peak in 2007. The plan involves energy conservation

measures (lighting improvements, HVAC improvements, envelope improvements), behavioral and
operational changes, and investment in renewable energy.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

Yes. Annual reports for 2007, 2008, and 2009 are available here: http://www.williams.edu/resources/
sustainability/co2_progress.php

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and
provide the benchmark year and percentage.

Yes. Williams has made significant improvements in ghg emissions. From a peak of 30,000 metric

tonnes, FY09 emissions were reduced to 19,600 tonnes. Benchmark year 2001. Emissions reduced by
36%.



Category 9:

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

Asset allocation information is available to trustees and senior administrators, trustees, to all members
of the school community, including faculty, staff, students, and alumni.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on
environmental issues?

Williams College Advisory Committee on Shareholder Responsibility considers and acts on
environmental issues and other issues related to shareholder responsibility.

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.

The Social Choice Fund is an option for donors to Williams. The Social Choice Fund is invested in a
socially responsible mutual fund and a community loan fund



Category 10:

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage,
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

Student Madeline King and Jennifer Rowe organized winter blitz, a program to weatherize low income
homes in the area. They recruited over 140 volunteers to participate in this effort. http://record.williams.
edu/wp/?p=1125

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon,
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development,
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.
Williams College has a 2600 acre research forest that is protected from development.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.
Williams College follows the principles of green cleaning.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe.

Yes Williams College has a Outing Club that promotes and organizes many outdoor extracurricular
activities for students and faculty/staff.



Category 10:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 20097
Please list all improvements.

Several energy conservation projects have been undertaken to reduce energy consumption, including a
shutdown of campus during winter break. A sustainable food program manager has been hired. A
waste management study is underway to increase recycling rates. Recycling infrastructure and
participation were improved at the Green Homecoming game. All eliptical trainers in the fithess center
have been modified to generate electricity when in use. Two buildings have been awarded LEED gold
certification.

Real time metering for electricity and steam/condensate has been installed in all campus buildings and
real time energy data is available on line. A video about sustainable food programs at Williams College
has been created. Several bike racks have been installed on campus to facilitate bike transportation.

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not
been previously mentioned:

The Roberts Environmental Center of Claremont McKenna College has adapted its Pacific Sustainability
Index—which grades the ways that organizations report and publicize their sustainability efforts on their
Web sites—to the college market. The center's report examined the top 50 liberal-arts colleges, as
ranked by the U.S. News & Word Report. The report lists the top five colleges in sustainability reporting
as: Williams College (MA), Bucknell University (PA), Amherst College (MA), Colorado College, and

Gettysburg College (PA). The Roberts Environmental Center is also working on a sustainability-reporting
index for top research universities.

A video with senior administrators discussing our sustainability commitment was produced and is
available at: http://www.williams.edu/resources/sustainability/video.php

Real time energy data: http://www.williams.edu/resources/sustainability/indiv_building/metered_building_
list.php

Williams implemented a program to reduce paper use. Students are given a free allotment of paper and
must pay for additional paper requirements after they have used their free allotment. Paper use on
campus has dropped significantly.

The "Do it in the Dark" dorm energy competition was revamped this year, to great success. Our real
time electricity and steam metering allowed us to report daily results to the students, with some dorms
achieving over 60% daily reductions from baseline.

A student organization has formed to create a campus garden. They are currently in the planning stage
and will break ground in the spring.

Williams College recently co-sponsored a farm film feast. http://blogs.williams.edu/sustainability/2010/02/
26/farm-film-festival/ Five days of film, food and discussions.

Green Athletics: Williams College hosted a panel discussion on athletics and sustainability. http://blogs.
williams.edu/sustainability/2010/01/05/
greening-the-games-can-sustainability-and-athletics-reach-the-same-goals/

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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Williams implemented a program to reduce paper use.   Students are given a free allotment of paper and must pay for additional paper requirements after they have used their free allotment.  Paper use on campus has dropped significantly. 
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