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Register for our Upcoming Programs

9/13/2022 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Greening Southside Richmond with Sheri Shannon, Co-Founder of
Southside ReLeaf. In Richmond, the history of redlining and urban renewal has shaped the identity of its
neighborhoods. For Richmond’s Southside, one enduring legacy is extreme urban heat due to fewer trees
and more heat-absorbing surfaces. As climate extremes worsen, an increase in heat waves will exacerbate
the social vulnerabilities of residents. Learn about Southside ReLeaf’s efforts to improve the quality of life
and health outcomes for Richmond’s Southside residents through tree plantings, hands-on learning,
community outreach, and civic engagement. Register for this virtual program here. 

10/11/2022 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Our Air, Food and Water: How Toxic Chemicals are Harming Everyone
and Harming People of Color More with Charlotte Brody, Vice-President of Health Initiatives with the
Blue/Green Alliance. This will be an in-person/Zoom hybrid program. The in-person program will be at the
Libbie Mill Library in the Meeting Room. Masks are required. Register here.

11/15/2022 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm BioBlitzes and Community Science at the Science Museum with Devin
Jefferson, Community Science Catalyst at the Science Museum of Virginia. This will be an in-person/Zoom
hybrid program. The in-person meeting place is to be determined. Register here.

Check out the FOJG Calendar for more environmental events in the Richmond area.

 

FOJG Outings
9/10/22 9:00 am  – 12:00 pm –  Tabling at Dorey Park Farmer’s Market – How would you like to get
involved as a FOJG member and share what the Virginia Sierra Club Chapter and FOJG do for our
community? You will encourage people to sign up to get our newsletter and get them excited about being
active environmentalists! Contact Shavon Peacock at shavonandrew@verizon.net if interested.

 

Hiking along Swift Creek at Pocahontas State Park. Photo courtesy of Ralph Grove.

9/11/22 9:30 am – 1:00 pm – Forest Bathing at Pocahontas State Park This hike is part of our Virginia
Chapter Sierra Club 10 Wild Weekends fundraiser. The hike will include the Co-Op and Forest Exploration
trails. We'll stop along the way to practice the art of Forest Bathing (Shinrin Yoku). The total hiking distance
is about 5 miles. There is a $10 entry fee for the state park. Optional lunch at the shelter afterward. Register
here. Donate here or here.

 
9/17/22 10:00 am – 5:00 pm – Virginia Chapter Annual Gathering at Pocahontas State Park. The Virginia
Chapter of the Sierra Club invites all members and staff to attend our 2022 Annual Gathering. This is a day
for us to get together, make and renew acquaintances, enjoy nature, and learn more about what is
happening in our chapter. Pre-registration is required. A link to the registration page will be posted
here soon.

 
10/2/22 10:00 am – Walk Through Richmond's Hollywood Cemetery. Richmond's Hollywood Cemetery
was designed in 1847 by architect John Notman of Philadelphia, Located on the banks of the James River,
the cemetery spans 135 acres of valleys, hills, and stately trees. Its natural and architectural beauty has
earned it recognition as a registered arboretum. This hike will cover about three miles along roads and
pathways through the cemetery. We will enjoy the beautiful landscape as well as views of the James River,
and we'll see several notable graves. The total hiking distance will be about three miles, on paved roads and
pathways. The total hiking time will be about two hours. The group size is limited and advanced registration
for all attendees is required. Please notify us of any cancellations so that others may join. Register here.

 

The beautiful falls of the Appomattox River from Ferndale Park in Petersburg. Photo courtesy of Shavon
Peacock.

10/8/22 9:30 am  – 11:30 am FOJG Hike on the Lower Appomattox River Trail  – Ferndale Park in
Petersburg. We will hike the beautiful Lower Appomattox River Trail from Appomattox Riverside/Ferndale
Park in Petersburg 1 - 2 miles upriver and then downriver for a total of about 4 miles. We can also explore
the canal paralleling the river trail. Bring a picnic lunch if interested to eat after our hike. There is a 15 person
limit. Register here.

 

Walking along the Gambles Mill Corridor on the University of Richmond Campus. Photo courtesy of Shavon
Peacock.

10/18/22 10:00 am – 11:00 am FOJG Gambles Mill Eco-Corridor Tour at the University of Richmond. Join
FOJG in taking a tour of the Gambles Mill Eco-Corridor at the University of Richmond (UR) with Daniel Hart,
UR’s Associate Director of Sustainability and Environmental Justice. Over the last few years, the Gambles
Mill Corridor and Little Westham Creek have undergone Eco-Corridor construction and stream restoration.
 This project is a prime example of campus stewardship that will improve the health of Little Westham Creek
and the surrounding area for years to come.  The walking tour will last approximately one hour and will
highlight this project's multifunctional benefits to people, place, and local ecology. There's a 20 person limit.
Register here.

 

Weeding and harvesting vegetables in the Youth Garden at Bellemeade Park. Photo courtesy of Shavon
Peacock.

Bellemeade Park Conserve and Create Workdays on 10/1/22, 11/5/22, and 12/3/22 from 9:00 am - 12:00
pm. Bellemeade Park 1800 Krouse Street, Richmond, VA 23224 Join FOJG volunteers in the continued
development of this amazing neighborhood park. Bring water and gloves. All tools that are necessary will be
provided. Register to volunteer and connect with Friends of Bellemeade Park below for these workdays.
10/1/22, 11/5/22, 12/3/22.

 

Big Yard Sale 2022 Recap
By Andrew Peacock, Steering Committee Chair
 

Big Yard Sale shoppers and volunteers sorting through piles of clothes. Photo courtesy of Deborah Hawkins.

On Saturday, July 30, 2022, the Falls of the James Group – Sierra Club held its first Big Yard Sale (BYS), in
conjunction with the University of Richmond, since the start of the pandemic.

This was not your typical BYS.  We were contacted by the Office of Sustainability at UR in early June to see
whether we had any interest in selling student discards, collected by UR staff and stored by them in three
fraternity houses.  The caveat was that the fraternity houses had to be cleared out by August, in preparation
for the student's return.  A steering committee comprising Joe Brancoli, Gill Sigmon, Tamara Smith, Steve
Yarus and Shavon and Andrew Peacock was formed to assess the potential for the sale and organize it.
 Having surveyed the contents of the fraternity houses, we settled on a one-day outdoor sale in the parking
lot of New Fraternity Row.

There was neither time nor space to conduct the full sorting that we normally perform.  Instead, we
assembled a group of enthusiastic volunteers for two intense four-hour sorting sessions.  In these sessions,
we assigned goods to only eight categories: women’s clothes, men’s clothes, soft goods, refrigerators,
microwave ovens, lamps, books, and miscellaneous items.  Appliances were all cleaned and tested, as
these are some of our hottest sellers.  Goods were staged in the fraternity houses ready for quick dispersal
to the parking lot on the day of the sale.

Just after dawn on Saturday, July 30th, over thirty Sierrans assembled in the New Fraternity Row parking lot.
 Once the fraternity houses were opened and UR delivered the sales tables, the site became a hive of rapid
and businesslike activity.  Each of the steering committee members acted as a team captain, responsible for
a specific function.  In short order, tables were set up, bags of goods were slid down the grass slope from
the fraternity houses on tarps, and items were distributed.  Another team wheeled appliances down to the
sales area.  Meanwhile, cashiers and their assistants set up shop ready for the sale opening at 8:00 am.

By opening time, we had a line of UR employees and students stretching down the walkway to the Old
Fraternity Row parking lot, where David Donaldson, of UR’s Rethink Waste office, was checking IDs.  As is
customary, we allowed UR employees and students, and Sierra Club volunteers to participate in early-bird
shopping for half an hour, prior to general opening.  At 8:00 they poured in and fanned out looking for
bargains.  Women’s clothes are always a hot seller, as are mini-refrigerators and microwave ovens.  The
cashiers and their assistants did a marvelous job keeping the lines moving.  A second wave of shoppers
arrived when we opened up sales to the general public at 8:30. The sales area remained busy until 10:30,
when the last of the sales were completed and the customers departed.

With the customers gone, the clean-up crew, who had been assembling over the previous half-hour set to
work.  The university provided a truck, which moved through the parking lot, being loaded with unsold goods.
 These were later taken to Goodwill by the university.  Unsold shoes were collected for transportation to
Soles for Souls and a volunteer associated with Richmond Animal Care and Control took an SUV load of
bedding material for use at the animal shelter.  Tables and pop-up tents were taken down and taken away.
 By 11:30, following a final sweep through the fraternity houses and parking lot, all was clear and the last of
the volunteers departed.

All-in-all it was an amazing event.  In the space of less than five hours, our marvelous volunteers gathered
together, prepared the sale area, held the sale, cleared up, and departed.  Hundreds of items were diverted
from the landfill and sold for re-use.  Our partner in all this was the Rethink Waste office at UR, managed by
David Donaldson, our principal liaison and supporter.  We were also willingly and ably helped by members of
the university maintenance crew, particularly Mauricio and Julio.

At the end of the day, the sale proceeds amounted to over $6,000.  Once expenses have been subtracted,
the net proceeds will be split evenly between Rethink Waste at UR and the Falls of the James Group.  The
Sierra Club portion of the proceeds will be used to fund our outreach in the form of grants, Green Giant
Awards, and stipends to presenters at our monthly meetings.

In summary, the Big Yard Sale met its three objectives: many hundreds of pounds of student discards were
diverted from the landfill, the Falls of the James Group funds were replenished and volunteers met and
worked with each other in a fun environment!

 

Trees, Please
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By Joe Brancoli, Executive Committee Chair

Greetings, Falls of the James Group members. I recall some years ago that FOJG leaders bent our brains
trying to think of a hands-on activity that could take place each Fall and bring volunteers together the way
the Big Yard Sale does in Spring. I'm not sure why we didn’t grasp this earlier but now tree planting has risen
to our consciousness, as a way to improve air quality, alleviate heat, and sequester carbon.

This Fall, that can take three shapes:
• We can recruit members to help with other group's tree planting events on on October 15th and 22nd
• We can conduct our own planting event 
• We could find privately owned land on which to grow trees for future disbursement 

If you would be interested In volunteering for such efforts, please call Steve Yarus (804) 240-9749 or Joe
Brancoli (804) 502-9502, or write scfojg@gmail.com.

 

So, What Do FOJG Board Members Do Anyway?!
By Carille Greenberg Ribley, Executive Committee Member

So your FOJG ExCom (i.e. Board) gets together each month and sing songs to the water, fire, sun, and
moon gods. Next, we report on the number of native plants in our backyards (Whoever has the most natives
wins a free ice cream cone.) Lastly, we play bird songs and see who identifies the most correctly!

You guessed it – no, we don’t do any of those things but it’s a pretty safe bet that most of us love chocolate
ice cream and singing birds!

So is serving on the FOJG board a great experience? Before I decided to take the leap, my biggest worry
was that I wouldn’t have as much time as was expected to devote to the group because of the demands of
my consulting practice. Would I be considered a slacker if I didn’t attend every meeting? Ahhh – there was a
big sigh of relief when I was told that attending every session was not a prerequisite. I let the enthusiasm
and dedication of the group draw me in and hoped the gang wouldn’t change their mind! I can honestly say
that they’ve been true to their word.

 A big reason to consider joining ExCom is that they’re a remarkably impressive group to see in action. You’ll
have an opportunity to hear spirited advocates plan strategy and work with elected officials (and join in if you
like). You’ll help choose which deserving individuals and organizations should receive FOJG grants. You’ll
see first-hand what goes into the planning of rallies, area hikes, paddles, bioblitzes, magical firefly mating
rituals, the Big Yard Sale, the RVA Environmental Film Festival, and monthly meetings. Who knows? You
might discover that you want to be a trip leader! The group even found it in their hearts to encourage me to
pursue my fledgling interests for building a path for young environmentalists and inspiring restaurateurs to
switch to compostable take-out ware. Even the tiniest of efforts can make a difference!

 

Joe's Book Nook
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By Joe Brancoli, Executive Committee Chair

This Fall, Falls of the James is thinking about trees, and I recommend two books on that subject that I read
over the Summer.

The first, I think, is quite well known; The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben is a popular, exhaustive,
and sometimes repetitive look at every detail of tree biology, habits, and lifestyles. His perspective as a
forest manager in Germany gives him great insight, and he writes engagingly about his growth of knowledge
over the years. You will watch trees more closely and see them differently after reading this book.

The second is titled Rainforest, Dispatches from Earth’s most vital Frontlines. Author Tony Juniper (a
tree name- come on!) describes his career from 1990 to the mid-20-teens with the British group, Friends of
the Earth. He includes trips to Costa Rica, Indonesia, and Africa, with fascinating detail about indigenous
peoples, local farming, and campaigns to pressure banks and multinational companies.

The takeaway for me is that most of the planet’s rainforest, except in part of Brazil and West Africa, is
already gone. This is strangely comforting in a ‘nowhere to go but up’ way, especially as one reads the
book’s stories of local efforts at re-forestation, non-profit successes (limited), and even corporate
enlightenment.

 

2022 Executive Committee Contacts
Joe Brancoli, FOJG Executive Committee Chair/Leadership Chair: joebsierra@gmail.com

Glen Besa, FOJG Political Chair and Outings Leader: glenbesa@gmail.com 

Carille Greenbery-Ribley, FOJG Executive Committee Member: carillegr@gmail.com

Shavon Peacock, FOJG Secretary, Membership Engagement Chair, & Outings Leader:
shavonandrew@verizon.net

Lee Williams, FOJG Advocacy Chair: lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com

Aileen Rivera, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jgmoulds@aol.com

Sheri Shannon, FOJG Executive Committee Member: sheri@southsidereleaf.org

Jessica Sims, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jessicaleesims@gmail.com

Dan Taylor, FOJG Executive Committee Member: dtaylor@bluegreenalliance.net
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Thanks for all you do for the environment,
Veronica Hayes
Newsletter Editor
Sierra Club Falls of the James Group
 

This email was sent by the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter
100 W Franklin St, Mezzanine, Richmond, VA 23220-5048

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f34ce1e684d1510d071b4625ea6a278de35cc9dd77e3fde9b4b6f23fe9693fd0d1899f03748beaf6b721fa4c695076334
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f34ce1e684d1510d071b4625ea6a278de35cc9dd77e3fde9b4b6f23fe9693fd0d1899f03748beaf6b721fa4c695076334
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f0be85644614d6a602856a0686e2002950e2ab20d7d97f2d9a2052a7ecc8f7f03572c0a7bb05d9bb91a6b5c133126d2a8
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f0be85644614d6a602856a0686e2002950e2ab20d7d97f2d9a2052a7ecc8f7f03572c0a7bb05d9bb91a6b5c133126d2a8
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f0ae78decd915d473ca4514db01fc9e4c2ea1595becd3e7dbba187a220a6c338e47b24c418a93b6226f55b763c6579c34
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f0ae78decd915d473ca4514db01fc9e4c2ea1595becd3e7dbba187a220a6c338e47b24c418a93b6226f55b763c6579c34
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57fa8abfaaed312b148fb30e580b58ec68c952d1b828948fa2dc6f41db15fcec5769746819a25268449864332db1c51d7fb
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f2c2866aa9f2b9aa9e066d844a3f17d6af292d5215b03036760042d4ec25bd6382cef356a6b5b3b55431d271a797ce1ec
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f1df827fe8913fd0ac7c3a7f30df9c90e8083a9ebf0f0c47a0ce6099de6a92c5e98bcf17673c0ef0794b4b9b3abe77241
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f236ad33b4a17035cdc8bdf3d57a70b00e84709d55242bf69638956ba4378b0dbed82a0ff73cddc606e272c091233a73a
mailto:shavonandrew@verizon.net?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57fe098a44767c23f8e6961975aa12f65bceee95875c4eda05dadc88a831f3f185c53c2d75cdca77820be0f1cfdb3eabdc3
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57fc39dd750d14e79e1c8adec497eb74d94c8a16e00b053c8c73ef08ee56a0a5e18bfa72e6c4a4a6015b07ae4778bb92e7d
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f72bf7d2482cf2a7a386541b3e6747eb4d7216e43c2e03bdb5fd0d8cb8a0bbf5fe02f24d03659b5174725185cf903ebc6
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f7bfb9ed91d6d7d5ff46137d0b7c742d8c79e7cffef3ed59bd9a8d9d0bc3606da4bc01c33123e2a61d754905719082d54
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f42c1e20d946dc2436dd2a73fd89425de6094f791d68b998703f8a3e83eaec2bcd674bd83ca75a8726bffed94359620e6
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f48b3b900b9d910894840d729b9e64dcc698e1ebe5ff724b7e395df017f8d308c560cbd31028f6294f1561f55de59c813
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57ff893f7c4e2a2903947edb90a388b31cf8e029a807fffc69211c44f2d7f1872c735da69c2b96ba04875867026e6669691
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f778836e10a936887cb5e1fae6d64e97c8caa312d468e5e61f582da0a5e26561b4185e3ced395a7cfe9862c3dbb25597b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f1d844b3254fe4e972491efdef995a833cf388ec16bc1e3dbdf8a7f868aabfa2795fa89441d03fe280a05eabdbcdb8424
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f3d03f94f61b04f62d32f1c2702e181b21f61f53262e3d7364adb4460bdf6f3f280b620b4639944098ce6740b7de02790
mailto:joebsierra@gmail.com%C2%A0?subject=
mailto:glenbesa@gmail.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f745078a9101a9f26fc12992d05cdcc4cbfd2d80d068eae79049a96163069c677a3c7d5dc730dbd76cc76ef6e55c455ec
mailto:shavonandrew@verizon.net%C2%A0?subject=
mailto:lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jgmoulds@aol.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=a4eff910773bd57f9a3969a0e25f54c12f04b23b7ed7f0355ccf4a3d95adfeae5fd84b719ed68a8bb0becff50504691dddd6e8704297a85c
mailto:jessicaleesims@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dtaylor@bluegreenalliance.net?subject=

