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Falls of the James Group

FOJG members had a great paddle on Dragon Run on 10/30/22. Friends of Dragon Run ran the
trip in this amazing swamp. Find out more about Dragon Run and schedule your own paddle trip
when registration is back up for the spring, summer and fall trips. Friends of Dragon Run -
Home " The Dragon Run wilderness is a unique ecosystem located on Virginia’s middle
peninsula.  In a study conducted by the Smithsonian Institution, Dragon Run was ranked second
(first in Virginia) in ecological significance among 232 areas investigated in the Chesapeake Bay
watershed." Photo courtesy of Andrew Peacock.
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Advocacy Updates from Lee Williams, FOJG
Advocacy Chair and Glen Besa
The Advocacy Committee needs your help! We are currently fighting against the construction
of 2 new and unnecessary Sheetz gas stations. One in Henrico County on Staples Mill Road,
the other in the Stratford Hills neighborhood of Richmond. If you are a Richmond City resident
in District 4, please consider signing this petition to stop the Sheetz in the Stratford Hills
Neighborhood.  Look for more info and petitions on our Facebook and Twitter pages. 
 
Following the unanimous passage by Richmond City Council of the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Resolution in September of 2021, working groups were created in an effort to 
make the resolution's passage the starting line, not the finish line. Our health - and our 
climate - can't wait! Communities across Richmond face unaffordable energy and housing 
costs, disproportionately higher energy burdens, exposure to poor indoor and outdoor air 
quality and the worst impacts of our changing climate. Richmond’s FY2024 budget is an 
opportunity to advance the city’s commitment to equity and justice by upholding the vision of 
the resolution. Climate action must be a priority, as the budget is a significant
 opportunity to take meaningful steps to reduce emissions, mitigate heat island effects, and 
offer equitable and transformative solutions in four key areas where investment is critically 
needed, especially in historically underserved neighborhoods.

Housing: Affordability, living conditions, tenant rights, weatherization, renewable energy
and efficiency, electrification, and reducing energy burden.
Infrastructure: Invest in healthy streets, green spaces, and parks, expand sidewalks 
and increase safety and access for pedestrians and transit users, and protected bike 
lanes for scooter and bike users.
Transportation: Improve access to public transit by increasing routes and frequency. 
Economic Development: Build grocery stores in Richmond neighborhoods that lack 
healthy food access, create new green jobs and incentives for real estate developers 
to electrify their utilities and appliances, and utilize/implement solar.

Falls of the James Group members have been volunteering their time and talents alongside 
other locally based organizations this past year to prepare these Policy and Budget 
Recommendations. Everyone who lives within the City of Richmond should have received an 
action alert that would send a letter directly to their city council representative and the mayor. 
If you missed it, you can access the action alert here. 
 
Tell Richmond decision-makers to prioritize a budget that supports cross-sector solutions that 
protect the health and safety of ALL our communities.  You can see the full list of 
recommendations, as well as the list of supporting organizations at: 
vasierra.club/FY2024budgetrecs 
 
To get involved with the advocacy committee, email Lee Williams . We will need more
members to get involved in advocacy work if we want to see changes to "business as usual"
from city council and surrounding counties board of supervisors in the New Year! Join us!

#RESIST Governor Youngkin's Attacks on Climate and Clean Energy

Governor Youngkin's ruthless dismantling of Virginia's nascent climate protections continues
on Dec 7th in Richmond when the State Air Pollution Control Board takes the next step in
repealing the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI).  Jessica Sims, Lee Williams and
Glen Besa are among those organizing a protest at the state air board meeting that day and
invite everyone to attend and show your support for climate protections.  Join us at the
protest at 9:30 am 12/7 outside the Community College Workforce Alliance, 1651 East
Parham Rd, Richmond VA 23228 at Reynolds Community College. 

The coming General Assembly Session starting in January will include other attacks by
Youngkin and Republicans on Virginia Climate protections such as repeal of Virgina Clean
Cars legislation and weakening of the Virginia Clean Economy Act standards for renewable
energy.  With the General Assembly Session starting on January 11th, we are planning
a demonstration at the Bell Tower on Jan 13th at 12 noon.  Watch our Falls of the
James Facebook and  Twitter pages for updates.  

Register for our Upcoming Programs

Ralph Grove hiking the Lycean Way in Turkey. Photo courtesy of Ralph Grove.

Traveling in the Harz Mountains and The Romanesque Road  - Hexen. Photo courtesy of Lydia
Pittman.

Paddling in Newfoundland Canada. Photo courtesy of Glen Besa.
12/13/2022 7 pm – 8 pm FOJG Virtual Program: Hiking the Lycean Way in Turkey with
Ralph Grove, Traveling in the Harz Mountains and the Romanesque Road of Germany with
Lydia Pittman, and Camping and Paddling the Natural Wonders of Newfoundland Canada
with Glen Besa. Register here FOJG Virtual Program: Adventures in Turkey, Germany, and
Newfoundland (sierraclub.org) for the Zoom link to this virtual program.
 

Top photo is Lisa Thompson Gardening at Bellemeade Park
Photo Credit: Lisa Thompson. The bottom photo is Lydia Pittman in her garden with her chicken.
Photo courtesy of Lydia Pittman.

1/15/2023 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Virtual Program: Urban Gardening: Backyard and
Community Growing Our Health and Ecology

FOJG member Lisa Thompson has been tending the same 1/8-acre backyard vegetable garden
for 24 years. Key to keeping the soil fertile and productive is the use of compost and organic
additives. Lisa will talk about how to make your own compost to save money and reduce what
you send to the landfill. She will also discuss biological insect and disease control.
As a regular volunteer at community gardens such as Shalom Farms and Bellemeade Park, Lisa
will also present information on opportunities to work in gardens that produce food for the
community.

FOJG member Lydia Pittman will discuss how to start your own backyard garden: it's cheap and
easy. She will discuss seed starting and preparing the land to help you on your journey to food
that's less expensive and often more nutritious.  This is the perfect way to pinch a few pennies
and enjoy some delicious dinners!  Lydia has been gardening for 14 years in urban and rural
settings with a goal of eating healthy and locally. Register here for the Zoom link. 

2/21/2023 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Virtual/In-Person Program: University of Richmond Student
Environmental Presentations - Stay tuned for more information.

3/14/2023 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Virtual Program: The Importance of Habitat Connectivity and
Protecting Virginia's Wildlife Corridors with Courtney Hayes Register here for the Zoom
Link.

4/11/23 7:00 pm - 8 pm Virtual Program: A Gaze into the Environmental Impact and Ethical
Dilemmas Caused by the Fashion and Textile Industries.  How did this happen, what has
occurred, can we change? presented by Karl Green. Stay tuned for more information.

Check out the FOJG Calendar for more environmental events in the Richmond area. Also check
out and the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter Calendar for Sierra Club events around the state.

Missed our 11/8/22 FOJG Program on BioBlitzes and Community Science at the Science
Museum by Devin Jefferson? Go here to see the recording of this program. Stay tuned for an
FOJG BioBlitz activity as part of the City Nature Challenge April 29-May 2.

FOJG Tree Planting in Southside Richmond on
Warwick Road October 29th 

 

The top three photos of FOJG Tree Planting on Warwick Road are courtesy of Sheri Shannon.
Birch, dogwood, serviceberry and redbud trees were planted. The bottom photo is tree planting

at Serenity Farm courtesy of Joe Brancoli.

First Annual FOJG Tree Planting Project on Warwick Road 
 

by Joe Brancoli
 

On October 29th, a project conceived by previous Ex Com member Steve Yarus in previous
years and several times postponed, was brought to fruition by the dedicated effort of more than
thirty volunteers. Falls of the James Group members and friends from other organizations like
Southside Releaf, VCU Sustainability, Capitol Region Land Conservancy and Virginia Interfaith
Power & Light planted twenty-five sizable trees on both sides of Warwick Road in South
Richmond. On this sunny, warm Autumn day, fellowship was built and the work was fueled by
empanadas and snacks brought by Lee Williams and Shavon Peacock. Expert training was
offered by Qui Nguyen of the city Urban Forestry division of the Department of Public Works.

We rented some tools from Richmond Community Toolbank at modest cost,and borrowed others
from the City Parks Department and member Bill Kirshner. In addition, the Parks Department
donated wood chips to use on top of the tree beds, and let’s not forget the trees themselves;
they were purchased using a generous contribution from members Bucci and John Zeugner at
Field Station Farms in Goochland. This business is owned by two young brothers with a
commitment to caring not only for the plants they sell, but the insects and birds that use them,
and with deep knowledge of the bio systems of our region. Now we will progress to watering and
caring for these new plantings and hope that this may become an annual effort. To that end, on
November 17th, several FOJG members planted small seedlings on Serenity Farm, the farm of a
friend in Goochland, to raise for future transplant.

Joe's Book Nook

Photo courtesy of Joe Brancoli.

Hello eager readers,

This month, we bring to your attention ‘Manual for Survival: An Environmental History of the
Chernobyl Disaster’ by Kate Brown. This book goes far beyond the titular disaster to paint a
picture of a world soaked in radioactive fallout by testing of nuclear weapons between 1945
and 1998. This is a portrait of numerous courageous individuals who persevere in helping
others despite government suppression and the collaborative coverups by agencies,
corporations and organizations, even in competing nations. The analogy to climate efforts is
clear and makes this a relevant work, even though direct mention of effects on animals and
biomes is not as prevalent as I expected from the title.

Frankly, this is a haunting book, set in Ukraine, Belarus and Russia not long ago, but before
their recent prominence in the news. As the author states that underestimating the damage
from Chernobyl has left us unprepared for the next disaster, I think of our Governor’s
enthusiastic championing of nuclear power in Virginia, and when she calls the era of nuclear
testing the most unhinged and suicidal chapter in human history, I wonder if we are not
writing an even worse one now in our environment.

Please enjoy in moderation and support your local independent booksellers.

Thank you,

Joe Brancoli
FOJG Chair

Join the Sierra Club!
Not a member of the Sierra Club yet? You can join the oldest and largest grassroots
environmental organization in the nation for as little as $15. Join Today and help fight Climate
Change and Environmental Justice! If you want to give a gift membership, go here! 

How the Sierra Club Does it!

Since 1892, we know actions speak louder than words. That’s why we’ve built a national
community of volunteers, advocates, and grassroots activists who show up when and where
it counts. Our supporters have the tools and resources to make themselves heard in nearly
every district in every state across the country. From securing protection for 439 parks and
monuments, to winning passage of the Clean Air and Endangered Species Acts, to putting
over 281 coal plants on the path to replacement with clean energy, to securing the right of
every kid in America to visit a national park, we have an unmatched record of success and
impact.
 

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet.

2022 Executive Committee Contacts
Joe Brancoli, FOJG Executive Committee Chair/Leadership Chair: joebsierra@gmail.com

Glen Besa, FOJG Political Chair and Outings Leader: glenbesa@gmail.com 

Carille Greenberg-Ribley, FOJG Executive Committee Member: carillegr@gmail.com

Shavon Peacock, FOJG Secretary, Membership Engagement Chair, Newsletter Editor, &
Outings Leader: shavonandrew@verizon.net

Lee Williams, FOJG Advocacy Chair: lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com

Aileen Rivera, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jgmoulds@aol.com

Sheri Shannon, FOJG Executive Committee Member: sheri@southsidereleaf.org

Jessica Sims, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jessicaleesims@gmail.com

Dan Taylor, FOJG Executive Committee Member: danotbob@gmail.com

 
Facebook Twitter Instagram

This email was sent by the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter
100 W Franklin St, Mezzanine, Richmond, VA 23220-5048

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edf216b1bf4db47262dbf1944b42cb8bb00ea5d7ceac849678aa600c8fac175373b76b43ad7a3bdbc9a3fbe80babef18ee
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edf216b1bf4db47262dbf1944b42cb8bb00ea5d7ceac849678aa600c8fac175373b76b43ad7a3bdbc9a3fbe80babef18ee
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edcba79dcbb8a46d27d9e3725c9d2ccf14a797dc664de3e2437e1498980fc83e5d9e026c3119f643a8efcd905e8f549c72
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edcba79dcbb8a46d27d9e3725c9d2ccf14a797dc664de3e2437e1498980fc83e5d9e026c3119f643a8efcd905e8f549c72
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18eddcf971b72d44de52553c3bd2fa7389ebd85e06ddf93ac177d43ac3d9ac57882497f390f8c538dcf9287bfade9babb514
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18eddcf971b72d44de52553c3bd2fa7389ebd85e06ddf93ac177d43ac3d9ac57882497f390f8c538dcf9287bfade9babb514
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c9ead58f23860d7cf42b34406524beb2efecc3b6590cad17d3ff150d30100991a58fdcef28b40647d0d90622060c80dec0fc4f785d33860
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c9ead58f23860d736b16c777e235654993e3a408370f59592942b36d64f7d322e1f729218039788126961fcebf648da2d0c0aa99f0e683b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c9ead58f23860d7f4b49776149151494288c40329458df87eef584799bc362e3cc1383aebfde5095e8fb06e1439c60a28b0a2b8aee3be3a
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed71c4740938f6c37608805c097a66b6da952ce83b6a1c5ec699344c04c83bfbc43594e090c1f5ef7d98aa2905b8b1edce
mailto:Lee.SierraClub.GreenNewDealVA@gmail.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed4dfc9cee55c9c22d38ec24f17fb0a1df9d2548806724d6a6b37c197f872252e77c4e2d01f6295807b342951f27f9e7b6
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edcdfa4671934fd2e5a3d77f63823f3a78f451f79a79a1b9dacacf723c466fcdbff3407ad27b5a5e862e72dfa4c56459d0
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed7aeb36dfc6b7fda9948fb6dfbb3685a104446e65b6efe3a5de7f3015a2d968347eb443f412b8dd4923c9dd11f5bacade
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed515d8733743fb0de2c15553a96f00bf13e0db418f693123c2d240f33f2b3924187996e5f78af0a5939b10fe05cc973fb
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edda6307a26639999dbf9b77e6a64bcbe5e26fba43e11854a8f7bc2746a52a5cd4f788197ab1a2e252a843e74ca073ce1f
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edd69f3a23fbb29a6ec6ef5e550c26741434cda2930400e5008229392de83136c4b05057e12a3bb02ab1b8b0f1f3c30e2a
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed2c44dfff79fb18c9de66dc9f42352d782d2b576cd48d7db0fc9451bfcedb2bd31c7d00a84f8043f577957467c80c3b02
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18eda4505a7d6250028c119db4684bfa9d1b48bdfc3a9b8de9a3d79c211d04d8e3d2c4c48ce44278c1abfd9ffccb93893b84
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed132d88d66269efb94a7b01b38268f27ca27b88a93bcf46a3e40395ed7352a3c8ac6ef480f9abd9abb4f5660ce0306bf1
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed62386696bcdf6ac546cc99cac78d0035060b9443ff49f45fe99002cc93d03d1011983bd1b59c4e4b96f020ab3101d180
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18ed123c21918fc63954565cbbedb2deb573292d84f7ce95df04cb08455109a151389838b8a4441dbf0873557f7637939de4
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edf859d4522439438c37b5b2b973db5290707236c6ecb38cbe13f216433512e691c05109326d110f7c2b8b01b12e4cf217
mailto:joebsierra@gmail.com%C2%A0?subject=
mailto:glenbesa@gmail.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edd4bc7fec123f578552fc2b43489df4be3ade63e26f81a76292cc084a5383396eb847a6ce2126588d50dbbe6631d59f02
mailto:shavonandrew@verizon.net%C2%A0?subject=
mailto:lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jgmoulds@aol.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=7c1a1fa86ddf18edf7fc7776a06dd8d01587b9b12ffd56da6d16cd08976c40acf2d20aaadaa2e0000fb9553658bb737a63e2471c93f35bd3
mailto:jessicaleesims@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:danotbob@gmail.com?subject=

