


What’s the 
Problem?

We’re sicker than we 
used to be 





The cancer incidence rate has gone up from 400 to 
438 per 100,000 people. 



•Black women have a 41% higher breast 
cancer death rate than White women even 
though their incidence of breast cancer is 4% 
lower.

•Cancer survival rates are lower for Black 
people than for White people for almost 
every cancer type.

•Although the cancer incidence rate among 
children has been increasing some since the 
mid-1970s, cancer death rates in children 
have declined by 71% since 1970, largely due 
to improvements in treatment and more 
children taking part in clinical trials.

•Leukemia remains the most common 
childhood cancer, accounting for 28% of all 
cancers in children. Death rates for leukemia 
went down by 84% from 1970 through 2019.



0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Pe
rc

en
t  

   
   

   
   

   
   

  

Year

White Black Hispanic

CDC Current Asthma Prevalence by Race and Ethnicity:
United States, 2001-2017





So we’re sicker than 
we used to be. 

But what does that 
have to do with 
chemicals?



What we know from wildlife tragedies: 
Rachel Carson and the birds 



We Know From Children Poisoned by Lead 



Mother’s Lips
Father’s Color Hair

Chemical
Industry’s
lead, 
mercury, 
PFCs, PBDE, 
PCBs, 
dioxin, BPA 
and 
perchlorates
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What We Know From Biomonitoring 



We Know 
From the 
Research 
That 
Matches 
Chemical 
Exposures 
to 
Disease 
Incidence 



We Know From the Death and Diseases of 
Animals: Wilbur Tennant’s Cows and PFAS



We Know From Workers Exposed to PFAS



We Know from Workers With Leukemia After 
Exposure to Benzene 



We Know 
From 
Communities 
Exposed to 
Formaldehyde



• Dead birds and cows
• Workers and soccer goalies 

with leukemia
• PFAS workers’ children with 

birth defects
• Katrina survivors sick from 

formaldehyde fumes
• Children with lead poisoning 

and IQ loss 
• Babies born pre-polluted
• Women with breast cancer 

who were exposed to DDT

But we still don’t have a government that protects us 



One big reason is that chemicals most often contribute rather than 
cause and the rules are about cause





Still sometimes we win. 
And we can win more when we organize for solutions. 
. 














