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Love is in the air. A mating pair of eagles in a tulip poplar near the James River. Female eagles
are always larger than the males. Photo courtesy of Andrew Peacock.
 
 

Advocacy Updates from Lee Williams, FOJG
Advocacy Chair 

Senator Ghazala Hashmi, Delegate Nadarius Clark, Sierra Club Virginia Chapters Young
Leaders Council and other environmentalists speaking outside the Bell Tower at the state
Capital on Friday 1/13/23 to more than 50 people during the Livable Rally. Photos Courtesy of
Tim Cywinski of the Sierra Club VA Chapter.

Rally for a Livable Future at the Bell Tower at the State Captial.  On Friday January 13,
Sierra Club and our partners in this climate war - Virginia League of Conservation Voters,
Appalachian Voices and CCAN - hosted a Rally for a Livable Future at the Bell Tower to
support and DEFEND existing environmental policy in the 2023 legislative session. Several
Democratic House and Senate elected officials spoke and promised to fight efforts by the
governor to drag Virginia backward by ignoring codified law and removing us
from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) and Clean Cars standards. Watch this
recording of the Facebook livestream to hear their remarks. 
Livestream from Sierra Club Va Chapter on Facebook 

Joe Brancoli, FOJG Chair, was also at the rally. Here is his take on the event! On the
beautiful sunny day of January 13th, a dozen legislators joined environmental minded citizens
and community advocates on the Capitol grounds for the Rally for a Livable Future. Paige
Wesselink of Sierra Club introduced speakers ranging in age from teens to octogenarians,
from high schools to non-profits to the halls of the General Assembly. The theme of the day
was expressed in many voices as one message: time is urgently short to take massive
actions to cut emissions, cease exploitation of resources and preserve human and
animal life on our shared planet.

Attacks on Virginia's Climate Laws are Front and Center at the General Assembly. Here
is a link to Ivy Main's take on what's going on in the General Assembly in the Virginia
Mercury. Ivy is the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter Grassroots Renewable Energy Co-
Chair. Attacks on Virginia’s climate laws are front and center at the General Assembly -
Virginia Mercury

Richmond City Budget Recommendations. Support our  FY2024 Clean Energy and
Climate Justice Budget Recommendations  Send a letter of support to both Mayor Stoney
and to your Richmond city council representative. You can access this action alert here. 

Methane Gas monitoring.  The FOJG has submitted a grant application for a methane
monitoring device.  If funded, FOJG and community groups aim to increase accountability of
Richmond Gas Works by detecting gas leaks and compelling Richmond Gas Works to repair
the leaks.

Electrify RVA Advocacy Group. Kevin Cianfarini continues to push for the city to implement
the Solar App to expedite rooftop solar permitting in Richmond City.
 
Environmental Justice Actions! To decrease urban heat islands in Richmond City, we have
advocated for an urban forestry position to help increase tree planting and maintenance of
trees.   Urban Forestry position was posted over the holidays and deadline is Jan. 31.
Salary $83,446.00 - $133,293.00 annually.

Contact Lee Williams, FOJG Advocacy Chair to get involved with Advocacy efforts!  
lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com

Other Environmental News
 

Please mark your calendars for the return of the RVA Environmental Film Festival from
March 10th through 21st, with all events free and in person. Opening night at the Science
Museum of Virginia will feature a reception and screening of the highly acclaimed new film
‘Wildcat’ by local filmmaker Melissa Lesh. Wildcat - Official Trailer | Prime Video - Bing video

On Saturday and Sunday March 11th and 12th multiple films will be shown at the beautiful
Byrd Theater in Carytown, including the Local Film Contest on Sunday.
Please go to Richmond Environmental Film Festival (RVAEFF) for schedule and information. 

May 2023 - The University of Richmond  has expressed willingness to hold the Big Yard
Sale at its former time in May. Stay tuned for more information and call for volunteers

 
Register for our FOJG Outings and Programs 

 
2/4/2023 9 am - 12 pm Volunteer at Bellemeade Park Bob Argabright said we will be planting
native ferns in the woodland garden and preparing beds for fall planting of a no mow area near
the youth garden. Park at Bellemeade Community Center 1800 Lynnhave Ave. and follow signs
into the park. You can register here at HandsOn Greater Richmond | Conserve and Create -
clean up (handsonrva.org)

 

Pony Pasture Rapids. Photo courtesy of Shavon Peacock.

2/12/2023 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm FOJG Hike in Richmond: Pony Pasture Rapids Park along the
James River with Shavon Peacock. We will hike 2-3 miles in the Pony Pasture Rapids Park,
part of the James River Park System. We will start near the canoe launch where we will see the
Class 2 rapids, then walk into the woods and The Wetlands. We will return along the river trail.
Total hiking time will be 1-1.5 hours. Register here FOJG Hike in Richmond: Pony Pasture
Rapids Park along the James River (sierraclub.org)
 

The first GreenUR and Fridays For Future Global Climate Strike Rally at the University of
Richmond. Photo Courtesy of Mason Manley.

2/21/2023 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Virtual/In-Person Program: Student Environmental
Advocacy and Research across RVA: Learn how University of Richmond and other
college campuses in Virginia are identifying common goals, creating partnerships,
building solidarity, and learning from one another.  Register here. FOJG Program:
Student Environmental Advocacy and Research Across RVA (sierraclub.org)

Per Sierra Club Covid guidelines, in-person participants are asked to wear masks inside. The
in-person location is Whitehurst Living Room, 246 Richmond Way, University of Richmond,
Richmond, VA 23173.

Limited parking is available on Richmond Way, in designated visitor spaces (lot R47). Parking
encouraged in AUX spaces of lot C61 / X-Lot outside the Weinstein Center for
Recreation. Registration required for a visitor parking permit here. Campus parking map
available here.

 

Deer crossing road and Courtney Hayes with a friendly salamander. Photos courtesy of
Courtney Hayes.

3/14/2023 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm Virtual Program: The Importance of Habitat Connectivity
and Protecting Virginia's Wildlife Corridors with Courtney Hayes  Preserving habitat
connectivity helps keep ecosystems healthy and intact. Specifically, preserving wildlife
corridors, or connections between patches of important habitat, protects public health,
reduces wildlife-vehicle collisions, allows wildlife to move to more suitable habitats, and
makes our state more resilient in the face of a changing climate. We will discuss the
importance of wildlife corridors, what work is being done to protect them in Virginia, and what
work still needs to be done. Courtney Hayes is the Habitat Connectivity Program Director at
Wild Virginia.  Register here.  The Importance of Habitat Connectivity & Protecting VA's
Wildlife Corridors (sierraclub.org)
 

Check out the FOJG Calendar for more environmental events in the Richmond area. Also
check out the Virginia Chapter  calendar Events Calendar | Sierra Club for Sierra Club events
around the state. Also like and follow our  Falls of the James Facebook and Twitter pages
for updates.

Missed our 1/10/23 FOJG Program on Urban Gardening: Backyard and Community
Growing our Health and Ecology with Lydia Pittman and Lisa Thompson? Go here to
see the recording of this program.  

Joe's Book Nook
 

Hello eager readers,

Sometimes you just fall in love with the personality and perspective of an author, as
expressed in their work. I experience this with every reading of Lyanda Lynn Haupt's books
who I believe has been featured here before. Her other works Crow Planet, Rare
Encounters with Ordinary Birds, and The Urban Bestiary encourage a sense of wonder at
the wild creatures to be found near our homes, or hers, in Seattle.  But in Pilgrim on the
Great Bird Continent: The Importance of Everything and Other Lessons from Darwin's
Lost Notebooks , she goes further afield and back to the 1800s for an affectionate, wry and
informative look at how Charles Darwin’s trip as naturalist on the around the world voyage of
the HMS Beagle shaped his life and theories. Of the many books about the great thinker, this
one connects deeply with me, through the funny, readable prose of Haupt. Please take a trip
back in time with a most congenial and winning host, in Pilgrim on the Great Bird
Continent.

And please support your local bookseller with this and other purchases!

Join the Sierra Club!
Not a member of the Sierra Club yet? You can join the oldest and largest grassroots
environmental organization in the nation for as little as $15. Join Today. Become a champion.
(sierraclub.org) 

How the Sierra Club Does it!

Since 1892, we know actions speak louder than words. That’s why we’ve built a national
community of volunteers, advocates, and grassroots activists who show up when and where
it counts. Our supporters have the tools and resources to make themselves heard in nearly
every district in every state across the country. From securing protection for 439 parks and
monuments, to winning passage of the Clean Air and Endangered Species Acts, to putting
over 281 coal plants on the path to replacement with clean energy, to securing the right of
every kid in America to visit a national park, we have an unmatched record of success and
impact.
 

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet.
 

Thank you!

Shavon Peacock, Newsletter Editor, Membership Engagement Chair, & Outings Leader:
shavonandrew@verizon.net

2023 Executive Committee Contacts
Joe Brancoli, FOJG Executive Committee Chair/Leadership Chair: joebsierra@gmail.com

Glen Besa, FOJG Political Chair and Outings Leader: glenbesa@gmail.com 

Carille Greenberg-Ribley, FOJG Executive Committee Member: carillegr@gmail.com

Olivia Jurcisin, FOJG Executive Committee Member: oliviarose.jurcisin@richmond.edu

Lee Williams, FOJG Advocacy Chair: lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com

Aileen Rivera, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jgmoulds@aol.com

Sheri Shannon, FOJG Executive Committee Member: sheri@southsidereleaf.org

Jessica Sims, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jessicaleesims@gmail.com

Dan Taylor, FOJG Executive Committee Member: danotbob@gmail.com
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This email was sent by the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter
100 W Franklin St, Mezzanine, Richmond, VA 23220-5048

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee4818dc0f33e818946e3076a6032461b9f53f488ae44833573a34af64280bac7fe5cd84bee8aff9a86c17490713193f6db0
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee4818dc0f33e818946e3076a6032461b9f53f488ae44833573a34af64280bac7fe5cd84bee8aff9a86c17490713193f6db0
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48eb7179513ad0b6363c98659b8ea2d8a3caf3d006cfe3bcfdcb18f79f35e9c93cb9d2b5f1d2e9c3c57f87ffec80f4ac87
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48eb7179513ad0b6363c98659b8ea2d8a3caf3d006cfe3bcfdcb18f79f35e9c93cb9d2b5f1d2e9c3c57f87ffec80f4ac87
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48fac650f67e5801831753e882e23ae142483b8c97dd1868ffa1da1e1a979a66e655158e20302ac8c2f4093c11adda0a73
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48fac650f67e5801831753e882e23ae142483b8c97dd1868ffa1da1e1a979a66e655158e20302ac8c2f4093c11adda0a73
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48250df0f2689c13080edc604a98a19d9192bc754a52a3dc9b05b38a723e0d986ffbd91cfd65d8c4c02dabce0aba94f31c
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48fe49c992f615849725adbe6bc22108cabed2912308458ec5557004b12e53c7934d62d185dcf5dbcbf0b1a3426fe4cc99
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48567a54d252ea98e9b994335f13f5debaa5d345f1c87ad80460821e412e20acd129ee0931ae4dc399544a91f9c841723c
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48b7d08549c4d4564789018820fa3ba8f847acbab1b6be2586033acaa8615107f6f8c3ee0bb20de89073640adcbc7e343e
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee4833fc53250bd40772f826aa3b9ad23c944ec67ca1e1ee86f638bcdb546b5b21c1a1faf50c912f161beb0430a042490d8f
mailto:lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee487e8188462a47de721aa0d9dc52361e4c271e3812dffc274a0bd90008842b8cb46295640cf0205c4c07c3dc4208385869
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48abae30c2a376e00ab25125e59ee0e5bbedc5e2861d487e588ba5fe3acd3ca6c65117795f6731c634cb6daa8f1b4172db
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee480144564bfe7fa4ae0159cc23857d69a6037f0de2f24e6037c2cab4b24866b821c0dbab27e3e3d919a55cfa9343968101
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee487ff2d2db4467d13aeea676fabc13b918df7bdabd5d564112035b0abad07be56cac7eab7b62bf2539ddba5dd8150753c2
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48cd0a0d51db7989097e51dfc454af58ed99eb19a70cae744ccabb6c055139139bd35327fa4ca350163f6f82c6f8d524ac
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48a550805ec25a2748f6bf8da7af1a0b2ba10e9b01cf3b80166d0db3fd1fd3d5ea3c7e3ee1e008d26af7478fed693d660b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee480333bbe9a355bf84026c26df92cfb6723f00e018b48d24d467945ce3601964478877ae4ffa4d627a9ec12e583531e7b9
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee481e67c37bb45e5b289a25a951610c0b618e5a56b8fae81d0c2fb56ac5a4bbe2ad18e3b47508ad1b710587ccf0c9f29e7a
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee4867da0f785cf521e375746eca9a5b651ea318426a1061dc258e4ce18e448a9435423c9da17c434cc1f6bd7066536aecac
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48b790d047d99f4d16fe829b9ad6e9a99e9ad8994938e953b6a9803b8ced42411613dead9d5c329bcce26082790c053734
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee480d0dfc974c05ad605e8e85e387643fd23ab2f3f44b214c3227d21999bef6e39a7271a879fbd63b181012d47e34f67ab6
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee481ddc35bca16ce5c3fd9677ee4cee3a8c9e8e02ab5ba67d73206f7b60fdadef92add6afe98d9d1b338308ca34db504194
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee484c5b03ffa1c339d8b3ced83453690a77b8ba0eb23654aa56c5f171d991b0397dbfc8aa8e131d2a3f88173e953d41ea4a
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee481e93e41638ac6703aa28eb7b4d00b6d389089dc1675c9105643fbf58513f21d80fa2353efe965e7a1d8b52f4c175dc80
mailto:shavonandrew@verizon.net%C2%A0?subject=
mailto:joebsierra@gmail.com%C2%A0?subject=
mailto:glenbesa@gmail.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48b9be217b21a0f4219b005d1127c134488c7bdc1cf0a28087d5759846c3789ffc11fcd4d327d330cdb47db34cf4341945
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee48f780d5b6352d217ca6152979b932e06a8c8d752e9b397838a7f5f8b76c062d7298ea9b469f8e5f3f1818f9ee2699fb99
mailto:lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jgmoulds@aol.com?subject=
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=28fda647fb36ee4859e897f62330e9bce7a16b58efaf29f4ac9581e524634ec3ec47cc75038377cf0797e519d2e85c4b4e3957f8b4be766f
mailto:jessicaleesims@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:danotbob@gmail.com?subject=

