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American Bittersweet berries along the James River. Photo courtesy of Andrew Peacock.
 

FOJG Member Potluck Dinner and Program  

Join us at Congregation Or Ami for our 12/12/23

7 pm FOJG Potluck Dinner and Green Giant Awards

Program

A cormorant in the James River ready to dine on fresh fish. Photo courtesy of Andrew Peacock.
 

12/12/23 – 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm FOJG Member Potluck Dinner and Green Giant Awards. This
program will only be an in-person program at Congregation Or Ami at 9400 W. Huguenot Rd
Richmond VA 23235. Come join us for fellowship and celebrate FOJG's 2023 Green Giant
Awardees Rodney Gaines and Agecroft Hall and Gardens.

Please send an email to Nancy Patterson by 12/9/23 if possible
at nmgardengirl@yahoo.com as to how many are in your party and whether you will bring an
appetizer, main dish, salad, side dish and/or dessert. You can bring wine or beer. Label the name
of your dish and indicate if it is gluten-free, vegetarian, or vegan. Congregation Or Ami does not
allow pork products or shellfish in the temple, so please do not bring those items. 

As conservationists, we ask that you bring your own reusable serving and eating utensils, plate
and cup, although we will have plenty in the event you forget to bring them. Water and sodas will
be provided. We will have plug-in capabilities for crockpots, but no open flame cooking is
allowed.
 

FOJG 2024 Green Giant Awards
 

Rodney Gaines, Green Giant Awardee Photo courtesy of Sheri Shannon.

Rodney Gaines
Rodney Gaines is a native Richmonder and 40-year resident of the Davee Gardens
neighborhood located in Southside Richmond. He is a small business owner and community
advocate who volunteers in many roles across the city, including as a member of the Davee
Gardens Civic Association, Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens and Richmond Tree Stewards.
Additionally, Rodney is an advocate for Virginia Community Voice and the Collaboration
Coordinator for RVA Thrives, where he hosts community cleanup events, coordinates greening
projects and empowers residents to care for the environment.

Whenever there is a tree planting or community garden event in the Southside, Rodney is
usually the first person there, ready to provide new gloves, water and snacks for all the
volunteers. He also hosts cookouts, canvasses neighborhoods and leads presentations to
connect with residents for greater community buy in. Most recently, he led the creation of two
new community gardens at Oak Grove Playground and Hickory Hill Community Center with
raised garden beds, a watering system and picnic benches. 

As a father, grandfather and devoted son, he is always of service to others and believes in being
a role model not only for his family but the community as well.
 

Agecroft Hall and Gardens. Photo courtesy of Shavon Peacock.

Agecroft Hall and Gardens
The Falls of the James Group wishes to salute a local historic non-profit’s move to clean energy
generation. As the linked article states, Agecroft Hall and Gardens Agecroft Hall & Gardens, an
historic manor home in Richmond, VA installed enough solar panels to produce its own electric
needs and to sell some back into the grid. We recognize the forward-thinking approach by this
venerable institution located in the Windsor Farms neighborhood of the city and make them one
of two recipients of our 2023 Green Giant Award. Executive Director Anne Kenny-Urban talks
about the solar panels in this Richmond Times Dispatch video. Agecroft Hall goes high-tech
  

Image courtesy of Bruce Gould.

New Year's Eve Party at Congregation Or Ami
12/31/2023 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm New Year's Eve Party at Congregation Or Ami! All FOJG
members are invited to join the host of our FOJG programs, Congregation Or Ami, for their
annual New Year's Ever party! Doors open at 7:00 pm. With this time frame you can ring in the
New Year at home in your PJ's or go on to the next party. Turf Fire, a traditional Irish, Scottish
and American Folk Music Band will be providing music. The cost is $35 per person in advance
by December 28th and $45 at the door. The ticket price includes a plate of heavy hors d'oeuvres
(including vegetarian items) and one beverage. Additional food and beverages will be available
for purchase. Purchase your tickets here.  New Year's Eve Celebration Tickets, Sun, Dec 31,
2023 at 7:30 PM | Eventbrite
 

Advocacy
 
Thanks to the hard work and advocacy of our Beyond Methane RVA and Electrify RVA Sierrans
(Lee Williams, Glen Besa, and Kevin Cianfarini to name the leaders), Richmond City Council
approved the creation of a Public Utilities and Services Commission amid calls for better
oversight of the city Department of Public Utilities on 11/13/23. Lee Williams, FOJG Advocacy
Chair reports, "This is the first step in phasing out reliance on gas and accelerating our
investment in City-owned renewable energy  as per the 2021 Climate & Ecological
Emergency Resolution. Now we need your help to fill the vacancies on the new commission with
gas, water, stormwater, wastewater and solid waste advocates and experts.

The commission shall serve as an advisory body to the Council and the Mayor and will provide
information and advice concerning the operation, maintenance, rate setting, fiscal integrity, and
expansion of the City’s public utilities. The commission will provide opportunities for education
and outreach to City of Richmond residents and ratepayers and is charged with making
recommendations relating to the operations of natural gas, clean drinking water, sanitary sewers,
stormwater management, utility billing issues, sanitation, refuse, composting and recycling.

The PUC application is LIVE on the City website, and the application period ends in
December. Please share the link widely with anyone you think may be interested, and who lives
within the Richmond City limits. "
 

 Image courtesy of the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter.
  

12/6/23 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Join Friends of Chesterfield  for a night of pizza and community
action on Wednesday, December 6th from 5 - 7:30 p.m. at Bella Italia. And pick up your free No
Gas Plant yard sign! This event is for all Chesterfield County residents concerned about the gas-
fired power plant Dominion Energy is proposing to build in the Bellwood neighborhood. Gas-fired
power plant draws opposition from Chesterfield residents | WRIC ABC 8News 

12/13/23 6:00 pm - Virtual Coal Dust Letter Writing with the Sierra Club Virginia
Chapter On September 26, 15 groups joined together to file a petition for rulemaking before the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The petition requests EPA take
immediate action to stop pollution from open-top coal cars throughout the United States under
the Clean Water Act.

Get together with community members to learn more about coal dust pollution and write letters
asking the EPA to take action! We'll walk through the dangers of coal dust, its impacts on human
and environmental health, as well as what to include in your letter to the EPA. Register
at: vasierra.club/coalcomments

Check out the informative 11/16/23 Electrify Now webinar on Gas System Leaks - From the
Well to your Home. Our FOJG Advocacy Chair, Lee Williams, and Kevin Cianfarini, both from
Beyond Methane RVA and Electrify RVA, McKenna Dunbar, Sierra Club VA Chapter Community
Engagement Coordinator, Dr. Mary Finley-Brooks from University of Richmond, and Dr. Nathan
Phillips from Boston University were the presenters.  Joe Wachanus and Brian Stewart from
Electrify Now were the hosts.  Gas System Leaks - From The Well To Your Home - YouTube

If you’d like to volunteer to join our Electrify RVA and Beyond Methane RVA Teams or get
involved in active protests, contact Lee Williams
at lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com.

 
 

 January FOJG Program
 

Danny Plaugher, Executive Director of both Virginians for High Speed Rail (VHSR) and the
Virginia Transit Association (VTA). Photo courtesy of Danny Plaugher.

1/9/2024 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm FOJG program "The Case for Transforming Rail in the
Commonwealth: Why it's important, and what it means for our communities" with Danny
Plaugher, Executive Director of both Virginians for High Speed Rail (VHSR) and the Virginia
Transit Association (VTA). Join us in person at Congregation Or Ami at 9400 W. Huguenot Rd
Richmond VA 23235. Register here if you want to participate via Zoom. FOJG Program: The
Case for Transforming Rail in Virginia (sierraclub.org)

Missed the last FOJG Program on 11/14/23 - "What's Happening in the Richmond Region?
The Land Conservation View by Parker Agelasto, Executive Director of the Capital Region
Land Conservancy. "? If so, you can see a recording of that program here. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teKbKTKyX1c

Upcoming FOJG programs will include a Beyond Methane presentation, a VCU student
presentation, and a presentation by Chickahominy Tribe Chief Adkins and Dana Adkins, Tribal
Environmental Director. Stay tuned for more information!
 
You can check out other local free virtual and in-person events at the FOJG calendar
here Events/Calendar | Sierra Club 

To see what free virtual and in-person Sierra Club events you can attend throughout the state,
check out the Virginia Chapter Sierra Club calendar here Events Calendar | Sierra Club
 

Upcoming FOJG Outings
 

An old homestead fireplace at Powhatan State Park. Photo courtesy of Doug Couvillion. 

12/30/23 9:15 am - 12:00 pm Sierra Club Powhatan State Park 4 - Mile Hike Join us for a 4 -
mile hike in Powhatan State Park. Our route takes us through hardwood and pine forests and
open meadows. We'll pass the ruins of an old cabin in the woods. This hike is mostly flat with
some moderate hills and a couple of short but steep inclines.

Powhatan State Park opened to the public in July 2013. It encompasses 1,565 acres of land with
a mix of hardwood forest, pine forest, open meadows, 2.5 miles of river front property, over 11
miles of hiking trails, a primitive, float-in campground, and a full-service campground. Register
here. Powhatan State Park, 4 mile hike (sierraclub.org)
 

Emancipation Monument on Brown Island. Photo courtesy of Shavon Peacock.

1/7/2024 9:30 am - 12:30 pm Emancipation Monument, Buttermilk Trail, and Belle Island
Hike On this hike, we'll view the Emancipation Monument on Brown Island, and then take a walk
across the James River and back via the Buttermilk Trail and Belle Island. We'll walk through a
variety of paths, with views of the city, the river, and woods. The hike will cover about 3.5 miles
and will last 3 hours. This is a moderately strenuous hike that includes some rocky ground and a
stairway descent of about 40 feet. For more information, contact hike leader Ralph
Grove. Register here.  Emancipation Monument, Buttermilk Trail, Belle Island Hike
(sierraclub.org)
 

 
Rock hopping from a James River island near Reedy Creek. Photo Courtesy of Shavon

Peacock.
 

01/20/24 - 9:30 - 11:30 Hike Forest Hill Park and James River Reedy Creek Park Trail. We
will hike around 3 - 4 miles starting at the first parking lot at Forest Hill Park after you turn off of
42nd Ave (where the South of the James Market is held). We will hike down to the lake on Forest
Hill Park Loop, cross Riverside Drive and go down toward the Reedy Creek headquarters of the
James River Park System. We will travel west paralleling the river and the Buttermilk Trail and
rock hop to an island. We will then retrace our steps going east past the headquarters and rock
hop on the rocks adjacent to Belle Isle. We will then return to Forest Hill Park via the Buttermilk
Trail and Forest Hill Park Loop. Register here FOJG Hike: Forest Hill Park and James River Park
Trail (sierraclub.org)

 
Check out more environmental events on our FOJG Facebook page thanks to FOJG member
Daryl Downing's frequent sharing of environmental events! (3) Sierra Club - Falls of the James |
Facebook

Recent Outing and Arbor Day Event 
 

North Anna Battlefield Park hikers (from left) Andrew and Shavon Peacock, Patrick Wamsley,
Doug Couvillion, and Ralph Grove on 11/18/23. Photo courtesy of Ralph Grove.

In late November, five Sierra Club members met at North Anna Battlefield Park to enjoy the
trails, the beautiful weather, and good company. We hiked a four mile route down to the river and
back, stopping occasionally to read about the historic Civil War battle that took place there. The
park is about 30 minutes north of Richmond, and easy to access, so it makes a nice destination
for a day hike.  Ralph Grove, Outings Leader.

 

FOJG member Joe Brancoli joins Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay members on the first day of
Arbor Day RVA activities, October 20th. Here planting a dogwood tree at Dogwood Middle

School in the Fan neighborhood of Richmond. Photos courtesy of Qui Nguyen.

Joe's Book Nook
 

A Wild Child's Guide to Endangered Animals by Millie Marotta and Full of Life: Exploring the
Earth's Biodiversity book covers. Photos courtesy of Joe Brancoli.

Hello eager readers,

I offer here two wonderfully illustrated new books perfect for the season of acquisition that is
here. These will be fantastic for yourself, or as gifts.

Colors, glorious, riotous, vivid colors pour out of every page (and the cover) of ‘Full of Life:
Exploring Earth’s Biodiversity’- words by Isabel Thomas, pictures by Sara Gillingham.

The bright graphic design is what caught my eye and led to an impulse purchase of this book at
New Directions Bookstore in Charlottesville. The contents within make me very glad about that
decision. Though this was in the children’s’ section, it has updated my knowledge of creatures
past my own childhood (I seem to revert to “animal, plant or fungus” every time). Archaea,
bacteria, algae - all the little but important guys are here, and each page is packed with tidbits of
knowledge about a particular Clade or group of creatures. Simply put, this is one of the most
beautiful books I have ever seen, and I wish that we had space for a photo of each page (but
then we would be reprinting the book).

Secondly, consider ‘A Wild Child’s Guide to Endangered Animals’. Within are very short articles,
some on animals I have never heard of before. Each is accompanied by a portrait of that animal
in amazing color and lovely style by author Millie Marotta. Such great artwork that this would go
in the Art as well as in the Nature section of your library.

Have you ever heard of the Gobi Bear? You will have after reading this book, and you will want
to learn more.

As always, please support local independent book sellers, and happy holidays.

Joe Brancoli, FOJG Chair
 

Join the Sierra Club
 

If you are not a member and are interested in joining the oldest, largest grassroots environmental
organization in the country, you can join for as little as $15 here. Join Today. Become a
champion. (sierraclub.org) Once you join the national Sierra Club, you are automatically a
member of the Virginia Chapter of the Sierra Club and the Falls of the James Group Sierra Club.

Add your voice to the hundreds of thousands of Americans committed to leaving our
children a living legacy — clean air, safe drinking water, and natural grandeur. From
Yosemite National Park to the Grand Canyon, since 1892 the Sierra Club has been instrumental
in preserving nature's most splendid wild places. Thank You!

Shavon Peacock
Sierra Club Falls of the James Group
Membership Engagement Committee Chair, Outings Leader, and Newsletter Editor
 

2023 Executive Committee Contacts

Joe Brancoli, FOJG Executive Committee Chair/Leadership Chair:
joebsierra@gmail.com

Glen Besa, FOJG Political Chair and Outings Leader: glenbesa@gmail.com 

Carille Greenberg-Ribley, FOJG Executive Committee Member: carillegr@gmail.com

Olivia Jurcisin, FOJG Executive Committee Member: oliviarose.jurcisin@richmond.edu

Lee Williams, FOJG Advocacy Chair: lee.sierraclub.greennewdealva@gmail.com

Aileen Rivera, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jgmoulds@aol.com

Sheri Shannon, FOJG Executive Committee Member: sheri@southsidereleaf.org

Jessica Sims, FOJG Executive Committee Member: jessicaleesims@gmail.com

Bruce Tarr, FOJG Executive Committee Member: bruce.tarr@comcast.net
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