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Owring largely to Don Richardson’s work, the Old Forest in Overton Park stands today in public perception as a living link to Memphis's by h I
past. He axpects he voluntesrs 200 hours a year to keep it 50 and was hononed for his work by the national Sierra Club, t e n atl O n a

Have you hugged tree hugger today? Slerra Club”
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obituary appropriately listed among his survivors 'the many trees and
parks and public spaces Don helped save.' He worked to leave a
legacy of green spaces in and around Memphis where generations of
future residents will find a place to connect with nature.”




‘I am truly _
sorry to hear of
Don's passmg
| have missed
seeing him at
Chapter
meetings and

seeing his
smile and
talking to him
about his ideas
for improving
our
environment.”




“This is a real bummer. | remember well his big smile and his
outgoing and friendly demeanor. Some of us were talking
recently about people who formerly came to chapter meetings
and who we miss seeing. He was one. Goodbye ole friend.”




“This has been a
very sad day for
me. | got a call |
mid-day from Sue |

Williams informing |
me of Don's |
passing. | have

been sad all day.”
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Don lead
develop-
ment of
The Old
Forest
Trail map
in 2000.

ﬁ Do RS RO

T P i TR 8t erededied
= SPael PETE T S e
| e s o b Lo [
| Yomsl Prgaey B s 17 P e
| it Eo b0 T ERE P RO
| Wit P e 8 i s

varrnl e ey gl iy Pop oyl Ouk Whis D e ety o P AT P " [ e T
ol P Bt e e | | ERaerpiacs Ous, Souiiaes M | | steiie weis el plas i e s u'-""wh"“"‘"‘"_ m"“:‘:: Srwion, Mt Basierest g - bt aiia S -
o oo’ b oo e il Bl gk, Mo Mapd gk, Lrore ol Frmed e e stee [P T ——— Tl Doy Ll o e o o Tormd s e by [ g ——
W Ehamrzr = P by o v el | (| el B, Dt Giarw el | | P o i oot B P ot || || g ey o e 0 | | Pt ot S ety | | St s pvmer i ittt | et i B et dendy e P
[l V.l (SR T Tl o ey poewi i pie

Al PrevDh Bl 9 TRE R L MR m Tisil], Fad ST CRAE N Tl EFPIETRSF ATy L] Calira] SR T Ty L G T Oo0el 8

T mar okl T LR At s e e VD T 1:2' B P B TACE: 13 D Sk 14 ATEm Tarcq

= T P et s e S

Tl o ol Be -SrErage ©

it Fimn wew brees ov o
My 7. M ik s il
pE- o D el Pieid D
e L ]
Spppar. repeda P T G Forwad
ErEy 0 A O

Toa Ty Prpsarh pod bk e
Toin g e e e
{0 Firwsl. Suiy b Fon rowal of
Fop W T LD s i Taws
e F LR o P P
] e, ey Fa
Apader prowryg Tefe: Pogers T
TR Dl Tl SRR T
Hal il W ey Bl
BTV o el v T
[t i e S 0

Thn Bhormard Gaa o varwedly
ey . P oo P o
ek Sl Pl Bl
b o By P W] Snariarm. e
et & e ] W
T ] Pt M e 2

13 DAL S CAMAPS
B A PR
Thm P Fie il Pl

L e N
o S T g N P LSl

l? T T T DA
ey

I Ml e i ol e
oo skifcagny b fa el
ot o o $00 el i P HIE

eyl igh e B
o el e o we T orm
Tl Ol B L S et O e

15 RLird LS

Frasnior: Cresd 1 -rendse moolLos
e bagea here. Tha posleng of
e ey AR T e

S A e D



“Goodbye to Don, the man
who led so many of us into
the OIld Forest. He was a
fearless and ubiquitous
advocate for the nature on
Memphis' own backyard. He
was also the most cheerful
person | have ever known.

Rest in peace and beauty
Don, in the kind of peace
you fought for.”




“Don loved when g ¢
someone R
called him Mr.
Sierra. This
photo is from

the John Muir

Trail... from

the Trailsto &%

the Moon. Don s ==

loved N

exploring.”




“He and his
father were .%1
important
figures in the f

Memphis
Science

Fiction |
Community as

well - our

yearly literary B2 a8
award is ' ‘
named after

his father.”




“When | moved
back to Memphis Fob R e
in 2009, Don wasf e s o =
one of the first |
people | met. We
went on hikes
through the Old
Forest together.
We served on
various boards
and committees
together. We

dreamed big e i \ 57,

dreams together. {8 0%
After being away
for a decade,
Don helped _
Memphis feel like=
home again.” 4
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Challenging Memphis'
(former) Mayor







Donald Sanders Richardson,
66, died in on Feb-
ruary 3rd. nickmaned
“the tree man,” Don was widely

as a conservationist

Born in Covington, KY, the
younger son of a Southern Bap-
tist minister, Don's love of nature
started early. He was active in
the Boy Scouts of America, becoming an Eagle Scout and
member of Order of the Arrow. In the 1950s Richardson lived
with his family in West Germany. He returned to the U.S. to
attend Wake Forest in N. C. where he received a B.
A. in political science. After college, Don sewedfurtwnﬁar
the U.S. Army Military Police Corps and was stationed in Fort
Belvoir, VA. Don remained in the Washington area, working
for various software stores, in marketing for “"Army
Times," and as a reporter for “Sport Scene Magazine.”

in 1995, Don moved to Midtown
father and quickly became involved in the community. Don
served as chair of the TN Chapter, Sierra Club as well as in
various offices in the local ion. He was involved in
sustainability plans for the region and a leader in devel
the 2000 Old Forest trail map and arboretum. He shared his
vast botanical knowledge with many on his monthly Old For-
est participants to the Shumard
Oaks, aromatic leaf of the spice bush, and abundant wildflow-
ers. He served as a board member of Park Friends from 2002 to
2009. In 2004 Don helped or Friends for Qur Riverfront
and served on its board until his death.

He was preceded in death by his father Rev. Darrell Coleman
Richardson and his mother Sarah Sanders Richardson. Survi-

vors include the many trees and parks and public spaces Don
helped save; an older brother Coleman and h

wife Kathy, who
llﬁlncullegeFurt.HD:amece.hHhushnmmnrauLeﬂk
w.lnsumﬁsuﬂ:md?umsﬂﬂtmﬂmmmiﬁnm

to help care for his

A memorial service will be 1 p.m. Sunday, February Tth at
Canale Funeral Directors, 2700 Union Avenue Extended.

Memorials may be sent to an organization of the donors
choice.
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