
  

Don Richardson

Don, you
made a 

difference.

We miss 
you.



  

“Owing largely to Don 
Richardson's work, 
the Old Forest in 
Overton Park stands 
today in public 
perception as a 
living link to 
Memphis' past. He 
expects he 
volunteers 200 
hours per year to 
keep it so and was 
honored for his work 
by the national 
Sierra Club”



  

The 
following 

pages 
have

Comments 
that were 

left on 
Don's 

Facebook 
page



  

“Don was a soft-spoken but powerful advocate for conservation. His 
obituary appropriately listed among his survivors 'the many trees and 
parks and public spaces Don helped save.' He worked to leave a 
legacy of green spaces in and around Memphis where generations of 
future residents will find a place to connect with nature.”



  

“I am truly 
sorry to hear of 
Don's passing.  
I have missed 
seeing him at 
Chapter 
meetings and 
seeing his 
smile and 
talking to him 
about his ideas 
for improving 
our 
environment.”



  

“This is a real bummer.  I remember well his big smile and his 
outgoing and friendly demeanor.  Some of us were talking 
recently about people who formerly came to chapter meetings 
and who we miss seeing.  He was one.   Goodbye ole friend.”



  

“This has been a 
very sad day for 
me. I got a call 
mid-day from Sue 
Williams informing 
me of Don's 
passing.  I have 
been sad all day.”



  

Don lead 
develop-
ment of 
The Old 
Forest 
Trail map 
in 2000.



  

“Goodbye to Don, the man 
who led so many of us into 
the Old Forest. He was a 
fearless and ubiquitous 
advocate for the nature on 
Memphis' own backyard. He 
was also the most cheerful 
person I have ever known.

Rest in peace and beauty 
Don, in the kind of peace 
you fought for.”



  

“Don loved when 
someone 
called him Mr. 
Sierra.  This 
photo is from 
the John Muir 
Trail… from 
the Trails to 
the Moon. Don 
loved 
exploring.”



  

“He and his 
father were 
important 
figures in the 
Memphis 
Science 
Fiction 
Community as 
well - our 
yearly literary 
award is 
named after 
his father.”



  

“When I moved 
back to Memphis 
in 2009, Don was 
one of the first 
people I met. We 
went on hikes 
through the Old 
Forest together. 
We served on 
various boards 
and committees 
together. We 
dreamed big 
dreams together. 
After being away 
for a decade, 
Don helped 
Memphis feel like 
home again.”



  

Challenging Memphis' 
(former) Mayor
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