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Rocky Swingle, Knoxville

Commenton
TVA’splan

The Tennessee Valley
Authority has created a
draft of its 20-year plan
for energy generation. Its
Integrated Resource Plan
is a good news/bad news
document.

The good news is that
TVA included input from
the public. The plan treats
energy efficiency as a real
energy resource for the
first time.TVAcan reduce
carbon pollution consis-
tent with Environmental
ProtectionAgency’sClean
PowerPlan.Theyarecom-
mitted to solar energy as a
part of their energy port-
folio.

Thebadnews is that the
plan does not adequately
develop some clean en-
ergy resources, especially
energyefficiencyandwind
power, fast enough.TVAis
taking comments from the
public on the draft plan,
and the federal utility can
still improve it before the
BoardofDirectors votes in
August. Specifically, TVA
can revise its energy effi-
ciency goals and increase
the use of wind power in
its energy mix by using
up-to-date technology and
price assumptions.

Energy efficiency and
renewable technologies
save energy, TVA fuel and
operating costs and avoid
sinking hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars into gas
and coal plants.

Energy costs fromwind
and solar continue to fall
as technology improves.
Wind energy from Okla-
homa that TVA is consid-
ering buying is equivalent
to two nuclear power
plants without the worry
of where and how to dis-
pose of nuclear waste or
contamination fromanac-
cident or terrorist attack.

We need to get people
out of dangerous mines,
stopblowingupourmoun-
tains to get coal, and put
people towork in safe 21st-
century jobs that protect,
rather than harm, our en-
vironment and our health.

TVA will present its
draft IRP and take com-
ments from the public
today in the auditorium
of the TVA West Tow-
er, 400 W. Summit Hill

Drive, starting at 7 p.m.
Written comments will
be accepted until April 27.
Therewill be awebinar of
tonight’smeeting. See tva.
gov/environment/reports/
irp/.

Lucille Griffo, Knoxville

Hart should
admitmistake

SoUniversityofTennes-
seeAthleticDirectorDave
Hart fires Donnie Tyndall
and admits hemade amis-
take in hiring him as the
men’s basketball coach.
It’s time Hart admitted
he made an even bigger
mistake in besmirching
a pristine organization
known as the Lady Vols,
a program that has only
brought significant respect
and admiration to and for
the University of Tennes-
see. Never any scandals,
no accusations of rape, no
felony charges of assault,
no charges of stealing, no
expulsions for improper
behavior, nothing that
would bring dishonor to
UT.Oh, and let’s not forget
the purpose of a college
education— to graduate.

We have yet to hear a
reasonable explanation for
themove tocombinemen’s
andwomen’s athletics and
to remove the Lady Vols
logo. If it’s all aboutmoney,
then let’s see the numbers.

And let’s hear the rationale
for why themen at the top
have completely ignored
the fact that male and fe-
male athletes have differ-
ent needs physically and
emotionally, aremotivated
differently andare reward-
ed differently in the long
run. Does creating a new
logo automatically bring
success to a (years-long)
failing (men’s) football and
basketball program?There
was a valid reason for the
enactment of Title IX. If
you don’t know it, treat
yourself to some edifica-
tion. If you are a woman
or the parent of a female
athlete, you already know
it. Don’t let the men who
run UT and the Athletic
Department at UT get
away with destroying and
dishonoring a legacy of
superior valor and excel-
lence for women.

Norman J. Stringfield, Del
Rio, Tenn.

Universe’s
originknown

A recent letter to the
editor asks how, if the uni-
verse never began, how it
could exist at all. The an-
swer to that is a very sim-
ple one. As we used to say
at every Mass on Sunday,
“Deus semper fuit et sem-
per, et in saecula saeculo-
rum amen,” or translated

into English, “God always
was and always will be,
world without end amen.”
God tells us, “I am the Al-
pha and theOmega,” “who
is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty.”
Furthermore, we were
taught that “God cre-
ated the heavens and the
earth, all things seen and
unseen.” Additionally, “In
thebeginningGodcreated
the heaven and the earth.
And the earthwaswithout
form, and void; and dark-
ness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of
God moved upon the face
of the waters. And God
said, ‘Let there be light’;
and there was light.”

We spend much of our
liveswonderingwherewe
came fromandwhyweare
here when the answer has
been in frontofus for thou-
sands of years.Do I under-
stand how God can make
something from nothing?
No, I don’t, and apparently
neither do the world’s top
scientists. Search for how
all this relates tomankind
if you will, but where it
all began has been clearly
documentedover the ages.

W.D. Venable, Clinton

UTdeserves
what it gets

University of Tennes-
see Athletic Director
Dave Hart and many fans
did not want or support
former men’s basketball
coach Cuonzo Martin,
whohadguided the school
to the Sweet Sixteen. I
hope that UT sent Martin
oneof those Sweet Sixteen
rings, because theywould
nothavegotten therewith-
out him. When do you
think UT will return to
the Sweet Sixteen? A long
time from now.

Opinion
11A » Monday, April 6, 2015 » N E W S S E N T I N E L

LETTERS

Doonesbury Garry Trudeau Mallard Fillmore Bruce Tinsley

Online: Respond to editorials, letters to the editor and
columnists at knoxnews.com/opinion

CONTRIBUTIONS

News Sentinel Editorial Board

In print: Letters should be less than 300 words and are
subject to editing. We urge our regular letter writers to limit
their submissions to one per month. Letters must include the
author’s full name, daytime phone number and home address;
only name and hometown will be published.
2332 News Sentinel Drive
Knoxville, TN 37921-5761

letters@knoxnews.com
Phone: 865-342-6265
Fax: 865-342-6265

PATRICK BIRMINGHAM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PUBLISHER
JACK McELROY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EDITOR
SCOTT BARKER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .EDITORIAL PAGE EDITOR
AMY NOLAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EXECUTIVE BUSINESS EDITOR

The state of Tennessee would seek to reassume
responsibility for regulating coalmining aftermore
than three decades of federal oversight under a bill
advancing through the Legislature.
Tennesseeistheonlycoal-producingstatethathas

surrenderedtheregulationofcoalminingtotheU.S.
Officeof SurfaceMiningReclamation andEnforce-
ment, so the idea sounds good on the surface. Dig
deeper, however, and the proposal is badly flawed.
Tennesseeabdicateditsregulatoryresponsibilities

in 1984 after a dispute with OSM,which essentially
is supposed to act as a watchdog over state regula-
tors. Since then,OSMhas issuedpermits, inspected
minesandenforcedtheSurfaceMiningControland
ReclamationActof 1977.Underthebill,TheTennes-
see Department of Environment and Conservation
would assume those duties, thoughTennessee can-
notunilaterallymake thedecision. If thebill passes,
TDECwouldhavetoprovetotheDepartmentof the
Interioritiscapableofproperlyregulatingtheindustry.
The bill’s sponsors are Rep. Dennis Powers, R-

Jacksboro,andSen.KenYager,R-Kingston.Thebill’s
authors, however, are the Tennessee Mining Asso-
ciation and its lobbyists, Chuck Laine and Roxanne
Reiley. They contend that TDEC would be able to
processpermitapplicationsfasterthanOSM,leading
to an expansion of mining in Tennessee and more
jobs in the coal fields.
Theproblemwiththeindustryappearstobemore

a shrinking market for the state’s high-sulfur coal
than regulatory sluggishness.
Coalproduction inTennesseeplunged90percent

from its peak of 11 million tons in 1972 to 1.1 million
tons in 2013. The number of miners has dwindled
below 500.
Thereareonlyfivemines inthestatethatareactu-

allyproducingcoal,accordingtoarecentOSMreport.
Therearenineminesthatarefullypermittedbutnot
producing a single chunk of coal.
IfTennessee regains primacy, a newly christened

Board of Natural Resources would have to develop
regulationsandTDECwouldhave tohire staff todo
the work of issuing permits, inspecting mines and
enforcing the rules. The federal governmentwould
split thecostwith thestate,withpermitting feesand
anewstateseverancetaxoncoalcoveringthestate’s
portionof the tab.Thenumbers are fuzzy, however,
and theproductionofcoalcanvarywildlywhile the
state’s fixed costswould remain constant at best.
When the idea of the state reassuming primacy

in coal regulationwas floated last year, our support
for exploring the possibility was contingent upon
passage of the Scenic Vistas Protection Act. That
proposalwouldhavekeptTDECfromissuingwater
quality permits tomines that operated on thepeaks
ofmountains. The act’s sponsor and primary advo-
cate, Knoxville Democratic Rep. Gloria Johnson,
wasdefeated in theNovemberelections, leaving the
measurewithout a legislative advocate.
In theabsenceof sucha law,whichwouldprevent

the type of mountaintop removal mining that has
savagedmountains inKentucky andWestVirginia,
wecannotsupport theprimacybill.Coal isnolonger
king inTennessee’smountains; tourism is.

State shouldn’t
regulate coal
miningagain

Dilbert Scott Adams

A THOUGHT
It is not true that peo-
ple stop pursuing

dreams because they grow
old, they grow old because
they stop pursuing dreams.”

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Colombian novelist


