i STERRA

Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet November 2015

FOUNDED 1892

http://sierraclub.org/florida/calusa

Greetings fellow Sierrans! In addition to our annual ex- J W TAE NS P
com election, we have some basic housekeeping to do this
month. Please read the enclosed by-laws for approval
(pg. 2-6) and cast your ballot for Executive Committee
Members from the list of nominees (pg. 7).

Calusa Group is in need of committee chairs, committee
members, outings leaders and volunteers for tabled
events. Please see the list of vacancies on pg. 8. Don’t see
a job for yourself! We can add committees as we have
volunteers. Pick an issue or activity and help lead the com-  Find out more about our issues (such as the River
munity to a better Southwest Florida! of Grass Greenway) via our social media sites.

We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 6pm at  For more info and to sign the petition to stop the
the lona House at the Calusa Nature Center 3450 Ortiz  River Of Grass Greenway: http:/bit.ly/roggpetition

Ave. Fort Myers, FL 33905 Contact our group chair John Scott via email:
Meetings open to all Sierra Club members. john.scott@florida.sierraclub.org for more info.
LIVE [ Hours
EARTH 2 of Reality.

On November 13, the planet is coming together for 24 Hours of Reality and Live Earth: The World Is Watching, a global day of
climate action and music hosted by former US Vice President and Climate Reality Chairman and Founder Al Gore.

The program will invite the millions watching to speak up for a strong climate agreement in Paris through an online petition and
showcase the progress happening in clean energy and other solutions all around the world. This event will highlight success stories,
climate impacts, and activists and communities working together in one of eight regions critical to an agreement in Paris. The
broadcast will start and end with segments broadcast live from Paris, the site of the upcoming UN climate talks.

Starting at 12pm on Friday, November |3th (and ending whenever) we’ll be streaming this event live on a big screen at the lona
House at Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium, 3450 Ortiz Ave. Fort Myers, FL 33905

Come meet some new people, eat some good food and learn the latest about climate change, what’s going on with it and what you
can do to help.

Join us on Saturday November |4th at 4pm at the Planetarium for a Climate Reality Project Presentation on climate change. You
will learn what is happening NOW and what the future holds. Climate change IS real and we must act now so PLEASE JOIN US! All
donations from this event will go to Calusa Nature Center & Planetarium. Visit our website (http://bit.ly/sccgurl) or Facebook page
( htep://bit.ly/sccgfb) for upcoming details and updates on this event.
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Calusa Group Bylaws—Please read and vote!
Bylaw 1. Organization;

1.1 Name. The name of this Sierra Club unit is the Calusa Group of the Florida Chapter of the Sierra Club.

1.2 Establishment. This Group is established by action of the Executive Committee of the Chapter (Chapter ExCom), and is
governed by these Bylaws, consistent with the provisions of the Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Club, the Bylaws of the Chapter,
by applicable law, and by the policies and directives of the Board. This Group is an integral part of the Sierra Club and the Chapter
and is not a separate legal entity.

1.3 Purpose. The purpose of this Group is to foster within its territorial limits the purposes of the Club. The group is authorized
to undertake activities that are consistent with the purposes of the Club and are not prohibited by the Chapter or by the Board by a
general rule applicable alike to all chapters. The Group shall act on questions of public policy only in pursuance of Chapter and
Board policies or in a manner consistent with them.

1.4 Boundaries. The territorial boundaries of this Group shall be as specified from time to time by the Chapter ExCom, with
due consideration of the wishes of Club members residing therein.

Bylaw 2. Membership;

2.1 Members. Group members shall be those Club members of record who reside within the Group boundaries, except that
upon written application to the principal office of the Club, a member may join any chapter and any group within that chapter. No
member shall belong to more than one chapter and group. Only Group members may vote or hold Group office. Only Sierra Club
members in good standing may act on behalf of the Group.

Bylaw 3. . Executive Committee (ExCom);

3.1 Number. Subject to the powers of the members as provided by these Bylaws, the management of the affairs and activities of
the Group shall be in the hands of an ExCom of minimum 5, maximum 7 members elected by the Group membership for terms of
two years.

In any election, up to 4 members may be elected for full terms, as long as the size of the ExCom does not increase as a re-
sult and no fewer than 2 terms will expire in any future year. When filling vacancies in unexpired terms by election, longer terms
shall be awarded to candidates with more votes. The candidates who win the higher numbers of votes shall receive any available full
terms and the others shall receive the unexpired remainders of the vacated terms. Members elected shall take office at the first
meeting of the year.

If not otherwise members of the ExCom, the Secretary and Treasurer shall serve as non-voting members.

3.2 Powers. Only the ExCom or those specifically authorized by it or its designees shall act in the name of the Group. The Ex-
Com shall have the authority to make rules and regulations for carrying out the provisions of these Bylaws. If any appeal arises con-
cerning any act or decision of the ExCom, the Chapter ExCom shall have the power to determine the procedures to be followed.
Group actions must be consistent with Club purposes and the policies and directives of the Chapter ExCom and the Board or its des-
ignees.

The ExCom may call meetings of the Group membership at large with 30 days written notice to all Group members, stating time,
place, and subjects to be considered. Notices shall be published in a Group or Chapter newsletter or other publication provided to all
members.

The ExCom may call and conduct special elections in accordance with these bylaws.

The ExCom may establish and dissolve sections and committees as provided in these Bylaws.

The ExCom may appoint and remove Group officers, representatives, and committee members at any time.
The ExCom may fill vacancies in its elected membership.

33 Responsibilities. The ExCom shall assure that the activities and services provided for the benefit of the members by the
Group and its sections and other entities comply and are consistent with these Bylaws and any Group Standing Rules, policies and
directives of the Chapter or the Board or its designees, the Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Club, and applicable law. Such activi-
ties may include but are not limited to financial management, membership services, production of publications, and conservation,
outings and political programs. Authority may be delegated to carry out such activities, but the ExCom shall retain overall responsi-
bility and control.
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34 Vacancies. The ExCom shall have the power to fill a vacancy in any elected or appointed office. A vacancy in an elected
position shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by vote of the remaining ExCom members.

3.5 Officers. The ExCom shall elect from its members the following officers, who shall also be Group officers: a Chair, a Vice-
Chair, and at its option, a Secretary and a Treasurer. The ExCom may appoint from outside its membership any other Group officers
it considers necessary, including the Secretary and Treasurer. All such officers shall be Group members.

At the discretion of the ExCom, offices may be combined, provided there are at least two distinct officers. Assistants to
these officers may be designated from among Group members.

Notice of the officers and appointees of the Group shall be provided to Chapter headquarters annually upon selection, or as
required by the Board or its designees.

3.6 Representatives. The ExCom shall elect from among its members a voting Group Representative and Alternate to the
Chapter ExCom. The ExCom may instruct representatives and alternates before each Chapter ExCom meeting. Representatives or
alternates shall report to the ExCom after each such meeting.

3.7 Committees. The ExCom may establish and dissolve standing and special committees for such objectives as it may set.
Subject to ExCom approval, the Group Chair shall appoint committee members from among Group members. The Group Chair, or
another ExCom member designated by the Chair, may be designated as a voting member of each committee, except the Nominating
and Election committees. Standing committees shall be appointed annually. Except for the Nominating and Election committees, the
ExCom may add, remove, or replace members of any committee at any time. The ExCom may fill vacancies on the Nominating and
Election Committees.

3.8 Open Meetings. All meetings of the ExCom and its committees shall be open to attendance by any Club member, but the
ExCom or its committees may convene in private session for the consideration of any sensitive matter, provided that any vote or
final action is taken in open session.

3.9 Quorum. A quorum for ExCom meetings shall be a simple majority of its voting members. An ExCom member shall be
considered present at a meeting if able to participate fully and simultaneously by means approved by the ExCom.

3.10 ExCom Meetings. The ExCom shall hold regularly scheduled meetings at least 4 times per year at times and places com-
municated in advance to all Group members.

3.11 Special Meetings. ExCom business may, if necessary, be conducted at a Special Meeting. A Special Meeting may be
called by the Chair or any 3 ExCom members with at least one week’s notice, unless all ExCom members waive this notice require-
ment.

3.12 Absences. Any ExCom member who misses three regularly scheduled meetings over any continuous twelve-month period
may be removed from the ExCom by a two-thirds vote of the other ExCom members. The ExCom shall decide whether to remove a
member at any regularly scheduled meeting following the third missed meeting.

Bylaw 4. Nominations and Elections;

4.1 Annual Election. An Annual Election shall be held in the fourth quarter of each year to choose ExCom members. This elec-
tion and any special elections shall be conducted by written ballot or through a secure website made available to all Chapter mem-
bers of record at least four weeks before the closing date of the election, and shall be conducted in such a manner as to ensure facil-
ity of voting and tabulation. The ballot shall allow each voter to vote for as many candidates as there are positions to be filled. A
voter may not cumulate votes for any candidate.

The ExCom shall specify the calendar dates and deadlines for appointing the Nominating Committee (NomCom), produc-
tion of eligible voter lists, receipt of names for consideration by the NomCom, receipt of ballot issue petitions, the NomCom report
of names of nominees, receipt of candidate petitions, appointment of the Election Committee, printing and mailing dates for ballots
allowing at least four weeks for return of the ballots, receipt of returned ballots, and the date, time and place for counting ballots.

The ExCom shall provide written notice of this schedule and of the opportunity to nominate candidates by petition to all
Group members.

4.2 Nominating Committee. A Nominating Committee (NomCom) of at least three Group members, at least one not an Ex-
Com member, none of whom may be a candidate, shall be appointed annually by the ExCom not later than four months before the
designated closing date of the election. Sufficient opportunity shall be given for Group members to submit names for consideration
by the NomCom. The NomCom shall attempt to nominate at least two more candidates than the number of ExCom members to be
elected, and shall report the nominees’ names to the ExCom at least two weeks before the deadline for submission of nomination
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petitions and five weeks before the scheduled mailing of the ballots. Nominees shall be Group members who give their consent. If
the NomCom chooses not to nominate a willing candidate, the NomCom shall promptly inform that candidate of the opportunity to
seek nomination by petition.

43 Petition Candidates. The name of any Group member proposed in writing by at least 50 Group members prior to the dead-
line for submission of petitions, and who gives consent, shall also be included on the ballot. The nomination petitions shall be re-
tained until the ballots are destroyed.

4.4 Election Committee. An Election Committee of at least three Group members, at least one not an ExCom member, shall be
appointed annually by the ExCom prior to the scheduled date of mailing of ballots. Alternatively, the Group ExCom may designate
the Chapter Election Committee as Election Committee for the Group. No candidates may serve on the Election Committee. The
Election Committee shall cause the ballots to be prepared and mailed, and shall count the returned ballots. Challenges of the conduct
of candidates or their campaigns shall be referred to the Election Committee. Decisions of the Election Committee may be appealed
to the ExCom.

4.5 Availability of Election Ballot Materials. Election ballot materials shall be made available to all Chapter members of record
according to the voter list obtained prior to the election.

4.6 Voting. Eligible members may vote by mailed ballot or through a secure website. The decision to allow electronic voting
shall be made by a vote of the executive committee prior to appointment of the nominating committee. Ballots shall be returned to
the Election Committee as directed in the ballot instructions. Return of a minimum number of valid ballots shall not be required for
the validity of an annual or special election.

4.7 Counting Ballots. The Election Committee shall count the ballots on the closing date of the election, or as soon as practical
after the closing date of the election. The candidates or their authorized representatives shall be permitted to be present. The candi-
dates receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected. Any tie shall be resolved immediately, first by a recount, then if neces-
sary by lot at the ballot counting.

The Election Committee will immediately notify the candidates, the ExCom members, and other interested parties, and
shall report the results to the ExCom at its next meeting. The ballots and nomination petitions shall be retained until their destruction
is directed by the ExCom.

Bylaw 5. Functions and Services;

5.1 Functions. The Group shall provide functions and services required by the Board, its designees, the Chapter ExCom, or the
Group members. The ExCom shall define from time to time the methods and procedures by which these functions and services shall
be delivered.

52 Publications. The ExCom shall arrange for Group publications to be distributed regularly by print or electronic means to all
Group members, giving notice and reporting proceedings of the ExCom, Group meetings, elections and other news, including an-
nouncements of social events and outings. This requirement may be satisfied by use of a chapter publication.

53 Conservation Program. The Group Conservation Program shall further the conservation objectives and priorities of the
Club within Group boundaries, assist in international, national and regional Club actions, and provide for the development and exe-
cution of specific conservation strategies and action programs authorized by the ExCom.

The ExCom shall appoint a Conservation Chair who shall provide a point of contact for the public and other Club leaders,
and assist the ExCom in conservation planning, budget decisions, resolving conflicts, training, and implementation of the Conserva-
tion Program.

The program shall be coordinated with other Club entities. Group leaders shall not make a statement or take a position pub-
licly that is contrary to a policy or position established by the Chapter ExCom, Board of Directors, the duly authorized chapter,
group, committee or other Club entity, or the Club membership through referendum, nor shall Club leaders or staff members men-
tion their Sierra Club affiliation if they, in their own names, make a statement or take a position contrary to established policy.

Conservation actions may not include civil disobedience. No chapter, group, nor other Club entity shall encourage, request
or direct any person to violate the law.

5.4 Membership Program. The ExCom shall provide for a membership program that keeps a copy of the roster of current mem-
bers, assists in efforts to recruit and retain members, and is responsible for recruiting and welcoming members and encouraging
them to participate in Club and Group activities.

5.5 Outings and Activities. The Group ExCom shall manage any outings and activities programs in cooperation with any group
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sub-entities that conduct such outings and activities. Such management shall include but is not limited to the establishment of codes
of conduct appropriate to each type of activity, provisions for approval and publication of notices, training and certification of lead-
ers, screening of participants, compliance with insurance restrictions and other Club policies, handling of reservations and fees, re-
stricting group size and environmental impact, and investigation of incidents and complaints. All outings and activities shall be sanc-
tioned in advance.

Bylaw 6. Group Sections;

6.1 Sections. With ExCom approval, Group members interested in special activities consistent with Club purposes, or other
appropriate subsets of Group members, may form sections, subject to approval of section operating procedures. Because section
membership is optional, sections may assess dues and also charge for activities, as permitted by the Group ExCom.

6.2 Reports. Each section shall submit an annual report of its activities to the Group ExCom.

6.3 Suspension and Dissolution. By majority vote the Group ExCom members present at a regular or special meeting may sus-
pend or dissolve a section, if, in the judgment of the ExCom, such action is in the best interest of the Club. Such action shall not af-
fect the standing of the individual members as members of the Club or Group. Suspension or dissolution shall only take place after
written specification of the grounds for the proposed action are furnished to the members of the section affected and to the Chapter
ExCom or its designees. At the same ExCom meeting, Group members shall have an opportunity to comment on the proposed action.

Upon dissolution, all remaining assets of the dissolved section shall revert to the Group.

As an alternative to dissolution, the Group ExCom may require new elections to be held for section office.

Bylaw 7. Finances;

7.1 Receiving & Expending Funds. The Group may receive funds from Club entities and may receive contributions directly.
The Group may not assess or collect dues from its members. Expenditures shall be consistent with all rules, policies and directives of
the Board and its designees.

7.2 Fundraising and Fees for Outings and Activities. Consistent with rules, policies and directives of the Chapter ExCom and
the Board or its designees, the Group may conduct fundraising and other activities, including outings, that require members and oth-
ers to pay a fee to participate.

Such fees may include both direct and indirect costs and provide for operating reserves. Announcements of fundraising
events shall indicate the intended use of the proceeds.

7.3 Authority Over Deposited Funds. The ExCom shall have authority over all funds deposited in accounts in the name of the
Group and its entities. Every bank, savings, or investment account must have on the signature list for that account at least two signa-
tures, including the signature of a Group ExCom officer, generally the Treasurer or Chair.

7.4 Requirement to Deposit. Unless otherwise specified by the ExCom or the Board or its designees, all monies received by
Group entities shall be deposited promptly in an account bearing the name of the entity, the Group, and of the Sierra Club.

7.5 Delegation of Authority. The ExCom may delegate financial authority to Group entities. The Group shall retain responsibil-
ity and control. Group entities must provide satisfactory accounting at least quarterly to the Group Treasurer, including all reports
required to satisfy Club requirements and applicable laws.

7.6 Prohibitions. The Group and its entities may not borrow money, own real estate, or contribute from its general funds to po-
litical campaigns, candidates or their parties.

7.7 Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Group shall coincide with that of the Club.

7.8 Books and Reports. The Group Treasurer shall keep proper books of account, and shall report balances, revenues, and ex-
penses of the Group and its entities to the ExCom at least quarterly, and to the Chapter Treasurer or designee at the end of the fiscal
year. The Group Treasurer shall either file, or provide the Club Treasurer with timely information and funds required to file, all re-
ports and returns required to satisfy Club requirements and applicable laws.

7.9 Review. As soon as practicable after the close of the fiscal year, the ExCom shall cause a review to be made of the books,
including those of all Group entities. The results of the review shall be submitted to the ExCom for their approval.
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Bylaw 8. . Construction and Amendment;

8.1 Interpretation of Bylaws. All questions as to the construction or meaning of these Bylaws are first to be referred to the
Group ExCom for decision. Appeals from such decisions may be taken to the appropriate level, as established by rules of the Chap-
ter ExCom and the Board of Directors. The decision of the highest of these entities that chooses to act shall be final. All procedures
not prescribed by the Bylaws and Standing Rules of the Club, these Bylaws, or the Standing Rules of the Group, shall be governed
by the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, newly revised.

8.2 Amendment. These Bylaws are fundamental and shall not be added to, amended or repealed except by a two-thirds vote of
the Group ExCom and a two-thirds vote of all mail ballots cast in an Annual or Special Election. After proposed bylaw changes
have been approved by the Group ExCom, and before they are submitted to a vote of Group members, they shall be submitted to the
Chapter ExCom or its designees and the Board or its designees for review and approval.

If an amendment expands the size of the ExCom, but the annual election was held for fewer members, the ExCom may appoint
members or hold a special election to fill the new positions. If the amendment reduces the size of the ExCom, the elected members
receiving the most votes shall serve.

Approval by vote of the members is not required for amendments needed to keep these Bylaws consistent with changes in the Club
Bylaws, directives of the Board or its designees, or to correct inconsequential errors or omissions. Such amendments shall require
only a majority vote of the ExCom.

A current copy of these Bylaws shall be filed with the Secretary of the Chapter and at the principal office of the Sierra Club.

83 Signatures and Effective Date. These bylaws and any amended versions shall be signed and dated by officers acting on
behalf of the ExCom and by the national entity designated to approve bylaws. These bylaws as amended shall take effect when the
signed copy is filed at the principal office of the Sierra Club. A copy of the signature page shall be returned to the Group, and shall
be attached to all reproduced copies.

>>END BYLAWS<<

WE NEED YOUR HELP! Solar Energy needs to be on the 2016 ballot! FLORIDIANS FOR SOLAR CHOICE
is a constitutional amendment that will let the Sunshine State live up to its name. Florida is third in the USA
in solar capacity but only |4th in solar energy generated. This is shameful. Utility companies and our state
government and officials are complicit in keeping affordable solar and other clean energy sources out of the
hands of the voters and citizens of Florida. They have gone so far as to create their own amendment named

“Consumers For Smart Solar”. This is an attempt to mislead and confuse the general public. DO NOT SIGN
IT! Sign FLORIDIANS FOR SOLAR CHOICE and make a difference in 2016! WE WANT SOLAR ENERGY!

SIGN THE PETITION!

'‘DOWNLOAD »=> SIGN >»=» SEND
e gk ® [ L SOLARCHOICE .ORG
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Executive Committee Nominees

Bonnie Clancy, from Fort Myers, member since: 2014 is a Retired Occupational Therapist. She is currently a
Master Gardener, has completed 2 modules of the Florida Master Naturalist Program, as well as Sierra Club
Outings training (OLT-101) and in the process of being trained as a docent for ECHO. She conducts tours for
the Lee County 20/20 Preserve Program and is a member of the Overall Extension Advisory Board to the Lee
County Commission. Bonnie has a lifetime interest in the environment, nature and sustainability and is
currently Treasurer of Calusa Group.

Connie Langmann has lived in Fort Myers since 1973. According to Connie, “| cherish the environment here
and want to make sure that it and the wildlife will still be as wonderful as it is now for a very long time”. Connie
is the Owner/Operator of GAEA Guides - Guided Kayak Nature Tours. She is a volunteer for 6 Mile Cypress
Slough (20+ years) and Florida Master Naturalist. She has been a Calusa Group Executive Committee
member for 14 years and is currently Calusa Group Secretary.

Rhonda Roff is an environmental chemist who has worked in private industry, nonprofit organizations, and
government. She moved to Florida in 1996 to work on water related issues for the Seminole Tribe of Florida.
Since 2006 she has focused on safe and sustainable energy policy advocacy from her solar powered home in
Hendry County where she lives with her husband and two children. She is certified as a Florida master natu-
ralist and climate reality presenter. Rhonda is currently Calusa Group Energy Chair

John Scott has been a Sierra Club member since 2007 and has served as Group Chair of Calusa Group
during the past year’s re-organization efforts. A Native Floridian and lifelong resident, John has a passion for
protecting and preserving the natural beauty of Florida. He is co-founder of Clean Water Initiative of Florida,
serves on the Board for Caloosahatchee River Watch and is a Climate Reality leader/presenter. He and his
wife Ruth live in North Fort Myers.

Ruth Scott is currently the Conservation Chair of Sierra Club Calusa Group. Originally from Texas, Ruth has
insight and experience when it comes to the dangers of fracking, a practice she strongly opposes. An active
Sierra Club member since 2007, Ruth is also co-founder of Clean Water Initiative of Florida, serves on the
Board for Caloosahatchee River Watch and is a Climate Reality leader/presenter. She and her husband John
live in North Fort Myers.

EX COM Ballot: Your member # is on your mailing label. Please clip
and mail completed ballot by December 3, 2015 to:

Sierra Club Calusa Group 6150 Bowling Rd, N Ft Myers, FL 33917

Please check 5 boxes for candidates Member #1 Member #2

plus to approve the bylaws

Bonnie Clancy

Connie Langmann

Rhonda Roff

John Scott

Ruth Scott

(write-in)

Approve By-laws
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Calusa Group

November 2015

3450 Ortiz Ave
Ft Myers, FL 33905

SIERRA
CLUB

FOUNDED 1892

Calusa Group
Executive Committee

Chair: John Scott
Conservation: Ruth Scott

Treasurer: Bonnie Clancy

Secretary: Connie Langmann
Publicity/Events/Programs: Mary Rawl
Webmaster: John Scott

Outings: CHAIR NEEDED!

Newsletter: EDITOR NEEDED
Membership: CHAIR NEEDED

Energy: Rhonda Roff

To contact regional staff of the Sierra
Club at SIERRA FLORIDA OFFICE:
(727) 824-8813

florida.sierraclub.org

SPACE FOR TEXT OR PHOTO NEXT GENERAL MEETING
November 11, 2015

Elections and Planning for 2016

TIME: 6:00 pm

WHERE: lona House at Calusa
Nature Center - 3450 Ortiz Ave.
Fort Myers, FL 33905

All members invited to attend!

Outings Leaders Needed: If you enjoy hiking, biking, camping or paddling
and would like to learn more about leading a Sierra Club outing, contact

The Florida Chapter of Sierra Club now has a Chapter Outings database!
To locate outings visit http://florida.sierraclub.org/outings browse.asp

Web

: Facebook
|:> : Twitter

Meetup

http://www.sierraclub.org/florida/calusa
https://www.facebook.com/SierraClubCalusaGroup
https://twitter.com/SCCalusaGroup

http://www.meetup.com/sccgevents/
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