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We’re Hiring: Digital Education Program 
Intern

Our chapter is looking for an intern to support our 
educational programming. !e part-time, paid position 
would assist with planning, scheduling, promoting, and 
expanding ongoing educational programs and work closely 
with Chapter volunteer leaders.

Intern candidates should have strong work ethics and 
integrity, and be intellectually curious, detail-oriented, and 
motivated individuals who are excited about exploring a 
diversity of issues through connecting with environmental 
and sustainability leaders. !ey should have passion for 
providing educational, engaging, and inspiring content 
to our community and the public. Learn more about the 
position and apply at sierraclub.org/sfbay/jobs.

Save Energy This Spring With the Climate 
Solutions Challenge

Nearly half of your home energy expenses go towards 
heating and cooling your home. So why not take advantage 
of California’s clear skies? Turn down your indoor heating 
and consider using drapes or shades to keep in the warm 
sunlight. Adjusting your thermostat just a few degrees can 
save you "ve to ten percent a year on heating or cooling and 
also reduce carbon emissions and air pollution.

Learn more easy ways you can save energy by 
joining the Sierra Club Climate Solutions Challenge 
at brightaction.app/sierraclub. We now have over 80 
households taking part in our chapter’s challenge that 
provides 90+ climate-friendly and sustainable actions you 
can take to reduce your carbon footprint. Check out our 
tutorial video to learn how the platform works and how to 
get started at bit.ly/climatechallengevideo.

Want to Grow Your Skills as an Activist? 
Join Our Advocacy Team!

Have you been wanting to bu# up your advocacy 
skills? !e new year is a perfect time to dive in. Our 
monthly Advocacy Team meetings are back after a short 
winter break — and o# to a great start with our biggest 
turnout ever at our January meeting! 

!e Advocacy Team is designed to give our members 
and supporters the foundation to become action-oriented 
environmental activists in the SF Bay Area. We o#er 
learnings about the Sierra Club’s grassroots organizational 
structure, pressing issues and campaigns in our local 
communities, and the tools to take action. 

We meet every fourth Wednesday of the month 
from 5:30 to 6:30pm. Each meeting is a little di#erent 
depending on that month's featured issue campaign. 
So far, our team has written letters to the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District, petitioned the governor to 
support electri"cation, prepared to comment at a public 
hearing, and more! Register for upcoming meetings on our 
events calendar at sierraclub.org/sfbay/activities and you can 
join our email list at bit.ly/sfbayadvocacyteam.
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Welcoming New 
Leadership
O L G A  B O L O T I N A

It’s been a long, short ride! !ese last two years, during 
which I have been honored to serve as the Chair of our SF 
Bay Chapter of the Sierra Club, have passed by with light-
ning speed. Yet looking back at the beginning of 2020 when 
I "rst was elected, it seems an enormous number of profound 
things have happened over my tenure. Just like the rest of the 
world, we had to face our humanity and keep our important 
work thriving throughout the most devastating pandemic of 
our times, facing heartbreaking personal and collective loss-
es. We dug deep inside to examine and reconcile our roles 
in racial and gender inequities, and we bear witness as our 
hard "ght for democracy faces new threats. Indeed, leading 
the Chapter in these unprecedented times was and still is an 
adventure. 

Despite and because of all of those and other enormous 
challenges, our community only grew stronger. I am rejoicing 
in the notion that among other wins, our chapter is in great "-
nancial health, is looking to "nd a new home o$ce, and is hir-
ing more organizers. We also had several conservation wins 
that have ripple e#ects beyond the Bay Area. Together with 
our allies, we defeated a coal terminal in Richmond, stopped 

the expansion of huge distribution centers in Alameda Coun-
ty, and continue to advance electri"cation throughout the 
Chapter territory. All of these and other accomplishments are 
because of the hard work of our volunteers and the e#ective 
leadership of our amazing Chapter sta#, led by Director Vir-
ginia Reinhart. Under Virginia’s caring, steady, and wise lead-
ership, the Chapter is %ourishing and expanding our conser-
vation reach, environmental advocacy, and Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion trainings that we started in 2021. 

I am excited and proud to pass the baton to two incredi-
ble individuals who I have had the pleasure and honor to serve 
alongside with for the last two years. Chapter Chair Chance 
Cutrano and Chapter Vice Chair Martha Kreeger proved 
themselves to be true visionaries and hardworking, thought-
ful, and wise leaders with holistic and inclusive approaches.

Our chapter has a truly bright and exciting future with 
the amazing leadership of the current sta# and the board! 

I want to express deep, heartfelt gratitude to my Sierra 
Club colleagues and friends for their unwavering advocacy 
and to thank you, our dear members, for your continuing 
support and trust in us. I invite you to get involved with this 
exciting team to increase your "rsthand impact in the world 
of conservation and nature protection for all!

2OJD�%RORWLQD� LV� D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�6)�%D\�
&KDSWHU� ([HFXWLYH� &RPPLWWHH� DQG� WKH� ,PPHGLDWH� 3DVW�
&KDLU��

Congrats to Our Newly Elected 
Executive Committee Members!

We’d like to thank all of our members who participated 
in our 2021 Chapter Election, whether by casting their ballot, 
running for a leadership position, or working on a Elections 
and Nominations Committee. Your active involvement in our 
chapter’s elections process keeps our grassroots organization 
strong!

Congratulations to our newly elected Executive Commit-
tee (Ex Com) members, who are listed below. !ese individ-
uals will serve two-year terms starting in 2022. Additionally, 
all three Chapter bylaw amendments and the Northern Ala-
meda County (NAC) Group bylaw amendment passed. !ese 
amendments include adding the Immediate Past Chair posi-
tion to the Chapter Ex Com, limiting the tenure of Chapter 

Ex Com Chairs and Vice Chairs to three consecutive years, 
and adding a rule for both the Chapter and NAC Group Ex 
Coms that the Chair may not serve on the Nominating and/or 
Elections Committee. 

Our Chapter Nominations and Elections Committee also 
welcomes involvement from all members. If you’re interested in 
getting involved, please contact elections@sfbaysc.org.

RAFT GUIDE TRAINING FOR 
INSPIRING CONNECTIONS 

OUTDOORS
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DVWLF� QHZ� YROXQWHHUV� ZKR� ZDQW� WR� VKDUH�
WKH� RXWGRRUV� ZLWK� RWKHUV� DV� UDIW� JXLGHV��
1R� H[SHULHQFH� LV� UHTXLUHG�� :H� ZLOO� SUR�
YLGH� WUDLQLQJ� VWDUWLQJ� LQ� 0DUFK�� 3OHDVH�
YLVLW� sierraclub.org/sfbay/rafting� RU� HPDLO���
volunteer@icorafting.org�IRU�PRUH�LQIRUPD�
WLRQ�DQG�RXU�DSSOLFDWLRQ��GXH�0DUFK���WK��
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M O U N T  D I A B L O  G R O U P  
E X  C O M
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C O U N T Y  G R O U P  E X  C O M
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6RSKLH�+DKQ
0HOLQGD�+RZDUG�+HUUDUWH
$QG\�.DW]
.HQW�/HZDQGRZVNL

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  G R O U P  
E X  C O M

+XQWHU�&XWWLQJ
2OJD�0DQGUXVVRZ
-RKQ�5L]]R
+RZDUG�6WUDVVQHU
+RZDUG�:RQJ

S O U T H E R N  A L A M E D A 
C O U N T Y  G R O U P  E X  C O M

9LQQLH�%DFRQ
:LOOLDP�<UDJXL

T R I - V A L L E Y  G R O U P  
E X  C O M

'RQQD�&DEDQQH
/DUU\�*RVVHOLQ
/\QQ�6HSSDOD

W E S T  C O N T R A  C O S T A 
C O U N T Y  G R O U P  E X  C O M

/LVD�3DUN

Want to Get Involved? 
Open Ex Com seats still available for the 

following Regional Groups:
Delta Group� ��� VHDWV��� VHFUHWDU\� QHHGHG�� FRQ�

WDFW�FKDLU�3DXO�6HJHU�DW�psseger65@gmail.com�
Marin Group� ��� VHDWV��� FROOHJH�DJHG� PHPEHUV�

HQFRXUDJHG� WR� DSSO\�� FRQWDFW� WKH� *URXS� DW�
scmaringroup@gmail.com�

Northern Alameda County Group� ��� VHDW��� DS�
SO\�DW�bit.ly/SierraNACApp�E\�)HEUXDU\���UG�
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The End of Coal in Richmond
J A C O B  K L E I N

After years of campaigning, the end of coal and 
petcoke in Richmond is "nally in sight. !e "nal 
phase of this battle for public health wrapped up with 
a settlement that requires the storage and handling of 
coal and petroleum coke to cease by the end of 2026. 

!rough canvassing, writing letters, and giving 
testimony at the Richmond City Council, an ordi-
nance was passed in early 2020 that called for the 
phase-out of coal and petcoke within three years. 
Immediately upon passage, three companies sued 
the City of Richmond at the state and federal level: 
Levin-Richmond Terminal, where the coal and petcoke were 
stored; Wolverine Resources, the company that mined the coal 
in Utah; and Phillips 66, which sent the petcoke (a by-product 
of oil re"ning) from their Rodeo re"nery. 

We had an early win at the state level: the judge decided in 
the city’s favor, noting that “[t]here is substantial evidence that 
coal and petcoke dust are harmful to human health based on 
a number of scienti"c studies and reports.” However, the fed-
eral cases presented more challenges. !e Sierra Club and San 
Francisco Baykeeper, represented by Earthjustice, were granted 
partial intervention status to support the City in its legal battle.

In November of 2021, a settlement was reached between 
the City and the litigious companies. !e compromise includ-
ed a phase-out by the end of 2026 — longer than the origi-
nal ordinance called for, but with no possibility of extension. 
Along with this, nearly a dozen new mitigation measures will 
be required in the meantime to help reduce fugitive dust — 
measures that had not been achievable previously, even with 
Baykeeper’s worthy attempts. !ese measures include higher 
wind barriers, coverings on certain conveyors, a surfactant 
spray, and more (the settlement is available on the City’s web-
site at ci.richmond.ca.us).

While the idea of three more years of coal and petcoke dust 
may seem like a loss, and indeed the very real health impacts it 
will have on the nearby communities must be acknowledged, 
this settlement secures a "rm end to this battle. !e city properly 
exercised its land use authority when enacting the ordinance in 
2020, however, lawsuits are inherently uncertain, and the set-
tlement avoids the risk that the city might have lost. And even 
if the city had continued the legal "ght and won, continued liti-
gation could have delayed the implementation of the ordinance 

until far beyond 2027. On top of that, it sets a precedent for other 
cities considering similar moves. As Aaron Isherwood, Manag-
ing Attorney for the Sierra Club’s Environmental Law Program, 
said in an interview with KQED, “It’s a blueprint for other cities 
and counties in California to address the public health threat 
that may be presented by coal and petcoke handling.”

!is past December, we hosted a Richmond Community 
Meeting in partnership with Baykeeper, No Coal in Richmond 
(NCIR), and the Sun%ower Alliance to discuss the details of 
the settlement and hear community response. We lamented 
the timeline, celebrated the victories, and reminisced on the 
collaboration and e#ort that brought us there. 

We would be remiss not to thank our incredible sta# 
and members who helped carry this forward. !e Richmond 
community, including families, businesses, teachers, and nurs-
es, who fought for their public health. Our champion on the 
City Council, Eduardo Martinez, along with Supervisor John 
Gioia who supported these e#orts. And none of this would 
have been possible without partner organizations who led 
grassroots e#orts and supported legal and policy strategies: 
No Coal in Richmond, No Coal in Oakland, the Sun%ower 
Alliance, San Francisco Baykeeper, Earthjustice, Communi-
ties for a Better Environment, Asian Paci"c Environmental 
Network, the Richmond Progressive Alliance, United Teach-
ers of Richmond, and the Interfaith Climate Action Network 
of Contra Costa County. I’d like to give particular thanks to 
former Chapter Director Minda Berbeco who saw a problem 
and started asking questions, former Regional Coal Organizer 
Terilyn Chen who helped usher the ordinance across the "nish 
line, and Janet Johnson, NCIR lead organizer, who galvanized 
a movement. 

Join the New Sustainable Food 
and Agriculture Committee!
N I L A N G  G O R

In the third decade of the 21st century, we are tasked 
with reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by about 
45 percent by 2030 in order to limit global temperature rise 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius — the recommended temperature 
change to avert catastrophic global warming consequenc-
es. !e food sector stands at the center of these social and 
environmental challenges — accounting for 21-37 percent 
of total anthropogenic GHG emissions, as reported by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in 2019. But 
food emissions often go unaddressed in our cities because 
they commonly use sector-based GHG inventories that ex-

clude emissions associated with imported goods. Nearly 80 
percent of the U.S. population live in urban areas, and these 
cities and towns import the majority of their food. As a re-
sult, most of our food emissions are going unaccounted and 
unaddressed.

!e San Francisco Bay Area continues to lead the climate 
movement by recognizing consumption-based emissions 
and adopting healthy and sustainable plant-based policies 
for our food procurement. But there is certainly a need to 
expand these e#orts across the Bay Area’s local communities. 
!erefore, the Sierra Club San Francisco Bay Chapter’s new 
Sustainable Food and Agriculture Committee is committed 
to supporting local policies addressing 1. Good Food for All 
2. Local and Sustainable Farming Practices and 3. Reducing 
Food Waste. If you are interested in joining the SF Bay Area 
Sustainable Food and Agriculture Committee, please contact 
the chair, Nilang Gor, at gornilang@hotmail.com.

It also appears that the threat of coal will also be coming 
to an end in Oakland. In early February, the Oakland City 
Attorney’s o$ce issued a press release saying a settlement 
framework was in the works for the disputes over coal trans-
ferring at the former Oakland Army Base. For years, the City 
has been tangled in lawsuits with developers over the future of 
the West Gateway section being turned into a bulk commodity 
terminal. We’re encouraged to hear that the City of Oakland is 

working to ensure that coal and petcoke can not be transferred 
in Oakland and we look forward to reviewing the "nal details 
of the settlement once released. 

By the time this edition of the Yodeler goes out, the Rich-
mond settlement will likely have moved through the City Coun-
cil for "rst and second readings, thus put into e#ect. Victory!

-DFRE�.OHLQ�LV�DQ�RUJDQL]HU�IRU�WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�6)�%D\�
&KDSWHU�
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Green Friday Program Hosts 
Multigenerational Speaker Series 
on Activism and Mental Health
E L L A  S U R I N G  &  M A R J A N E H  M O I N I

!e Green Friday speaker series is beaming straight into 
your home via Zoom! Join us virtually on the second Friday of 
each month at 7:30pm for presentations on some of the most 
interesting and important environmental issues of our time. 

Since the start of 2022, our Green Friday program has 
been hosting speakers in collaboration with the Chapter’s mul-
tigenerational speaker series, Environmental Activism and Self 
Care. Now more than ever, we have become increasingly aware 
of the threat posed to the future of our planet and all life on 
Earth. Today’s young adults must face the reality of rising sea 
levels, species extinction, wild"res, %oods, and global instabil-
ity, which for many can lead to feelings of climate anxiety and 
overwhelm. In order to create lasting and sustainable change 
as environmental activists, it is essential to "nd tools that can 
support our well-being throughout these demanding times.

!is series, developed by rising high school junior Ella 
Suring, is designed to give teens and adults these tools through 
presentations by leaders in the environmental and wellness 
worlds so that we are rooted in a connection to nature and an 
awareness of what we are trying to protect. !e series includes 
speakers presenting on a range of topics from connecting with 
nature, eco-anxiety, community engagement, developing skills 
to be an e#ective voice for change, and much more. Each in-
teractive workshop is followed by a Q&A and suggested focus 
so that participants can get a chance to talk directly with the 
presenters and utilize these skills throughout their daily lives 
before the next gathering.

!is is a multigenerational program designed for teens 
and adults. !roughout the series, we aim to build a commu-

nity that supports the work of environmental activists now and 
going forward. Because of this, attendance at all events isn’t 
required but strongly encouraged. 

In January, the Green Friday audience heard from Dr. 
Robert Root and Dr. Robin Cooper, who discussed the spec-
trum of emotional responses related to living in this world with 
climate change for their talk, Growing Up in the Age of Cli-
mate Change: Facing Eco Anxiety & Climate Grief.

!e second installment in the series featured Lucy Garcia 
with her presentation on Climate Justice for Earth and All Be-
ings, sharing how Earth is a living organism, and our best ally 
in healing ourselves, our societies, and our places. 

!e series continues in March with Xiaoxuan (Christi-
na) Chen & Myroslava Fisun on Mental Health and Coping 
Strategies for Youth Climate Justice Activists: a qualitative in-
terview study examining how climate justice activism impacts 
youth mental health, and the strategies they use to cope with 
the challenges of activism.

You can register for the March 11th event and more to-
be-announced Green Friday programs using the links on our 
Activities and Events Calendar at sierraclub.org/sfbay/events. If 
you missed any of our previous speakers, you can catch up on 
our YouTube channel at bit.ly/SFBayYouTube. 

(OOD�6XULQJ�DQG�0DUMDQHK�0RLQL�DUH�WKH�FR�FRRUGLQDWRUV�
RI�WKH�(QYLURQPHQWDO�$FWLYLVP�DQG�6HOI�&DUH�VHULHV��

Marin Watershed Partners Win 
Lawsuit Against Dipsea Ranch 
Development!
E L I Z A B E T H  H A L L  &  A N D R E A 

M O N T A L B A N O

In an exciting update to Susan Hopp’s Fall 2021 Yodeler 
article, potential damage to the biologically rich watershed 
of Mount Tamalpais has been stopped — for now. As you 
may remember, the Watershed Alliance of Marin (WAM) 
and Friends of Muir Woods Park "led a lawsuit against the 
proposed “Dipsea Ranch” development, which had been ap-
proved without a full Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 
!e project could cause irreparable harm to the watershed 
habitat surrounding Redwood Creek, home to 97 endan-
gered, protected, or threatened species, including coho salm-
on, spotted owls, red-legged frogs, and marbled murrelets. 

But, on January 10th, Judge Andrew Sweet of the 
Marin County Superior Court ruled in favor of our part-
ners, overturning Marin County’s approval of the Dipsea 
Ranch homes subdivision. !e judge found that the Coun-
ty’s Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/
MND), shorter and less detailed than an EIR, failed to meet 
the requirements of the California Environmental Quali-

ty Act (CEQA) by ignoring crucial threats to the fragile 
Redwood Creek ecosystem. In particular, the development 
could cause sediment to spill downstream into the creek, 
smothering critical spawning habitat for coho salmon. !e 
Court also found that the study failed to adequately address 
that drainage from the proposed subdivision would run di-
rectly through a wetland conservation area. 

It should be noted that the Court only invalidated the 
prior approvals and did not order for a full EIR to be pre-
pared — leaving the County to once again decide what level 
of environmental assessment be conducted if the develop-
er were to pursue the project further. Still, the Sierra Club 
Marin Group and our partners applaud the Court’s ruling 
and urge the County to follow all CEQA environmental 
assessment requirements in order to prevent further damage 
to the rich ecosystems of Mt. Tamalpais, Muir Woods, and 
Redwood Creek.

Laura Chariton, founder of WAM stated, “With envi-
ronmental degradation and devastation so prevalent in the 
news today, the County Supervisors and Planning Com-
mission should not sidestep environmental considerations 
but should put them at the forefront of their concerns about 
the future.”

(OL]DEHWK�+DOO�LV�WKH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DVVLVWDQW�IRU�WKH�6L�
HUUD�&OXE�6)�%D\�&KDSWHU��$QGUHD�0RQWDOEDQR��D�QHLJKERU�
KRRG�UHVLGHQW�DQG�PHPEHU�RI�)ULHQGV�RI�0XLU�:RRGV�3DUN��
SURYLGHG�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKLV�DUWLFOH�

S E E K I N G  V O L U N T E E R
G R E E N  F R I D A Y  P R O G R A M

C O O R D I N A T O R

$UH� \RX� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� JHWWLQJ�PRUH� LQYROYHG� LQ�
&KDSWHU�DFWLYLWLHV"�<RX�FDQ�KHOS�RUJDQL]H�RXU�HG�
XFDWLRQDO� VSHDNHU� VHULHV�� *UHHQ� )ULGD\V�� KHOG� RQ�
WKH� VHFRQG� )ULGD\� RI� HYHU\� PRQWK�� 7KH� SRVLWLRQ�
UHTXLUHV�DERXW�WKUHH�KRXUV�RI�ZRUN�SHU�PRQWK�ƓQG�
LQJ�VSHDNHUV��FRRUGLQDWLQJ�ZLWK�&KDSWHU�VWDII��DQG�
VHWWLQJ�XS�PHHWLQJV��RQ�=RRP�IRU�QRZ���DORQJ�ZLWK�
DWWHQGLQJ� WKH�PRQWKO\� WZR�KRXU� SUHVHQWDWLRQV�� ,I�
\RXōG�OLNH�WR�KHOS�EULQJ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�LQIRUPDWLYH�
VSHDNHUV� WR�RXU�PHPEHUV��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW� -RDQQH�
'UDEHN�DW joanne1892@gmail.com��:HōG�OLNH�WR�H[�
WHQG�D�KXJH�WKDQN�\RX�WR�(OL]DEHWK�'RGJH�IRU�DOO�RI�
KHU�KDUG�ZRUN�DV�RXU�3URJUDP�&RRUGLQDWRU�WKH�SDVW�
IHZ�\HDUV��,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�SR�
VLWLRQ��\RX�FDQ�FRQWDFW�KHU�DW�lizdodge@icloud.com�
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A Year of Victories for the 
Climate Literacy Committee
S A R A H  R A N N E Y

2021 will be remembered as a year of historic drought, 
wild"re, and other signs of a rapidly changing climate, not to 
mention the ongoing pandemic. But, on a hopeful note, it was 
a promising year for climate literacy. In May, the Fremont Uni-
"ed School District unanimously passed a student-led Educa-
tional Response to the Climate Emergency. And in November, 
the Berkeley Uni"ed School District passed a comprehensive 
Climate Literacy Resolution, becoming the "rst district in the 
nation to do so with funding. !ey join the Oakland Uni"ed 
School District, which passed a School Board Policy on En-
vironmental and Climate Change Literacy in 2019. Together, 
these represent a meaningful commitment to climate educa-
tion that will reach more than 80,000 students a year. 

!e successes in Oakland, Fremont, and Berkeley are 
thanks in no small part to the hard work of a small group of 
students, parents, educators, activists, and organizers — all 
united under the banner of the Sierra Club San Francisco Bay 
Chapter’s Climate Literacy Committee.

Since 2016, the Climate Literacy Committee has been 
committed to executing Sierra Club California’s goal of mak-
ing California high school students climate literate. Climate 
literacy, as de"ned by the Sierra Club California, means un-
derstanding: 

1. !e causes of climate change;
2. Its potential for harm;
3. What is required to avoid signi"cant climate desta-

bilization; 
4. Actions needed to ensure a livable future; and
5. !e key people and institutions involved in those ac-

tions.
To accomplish this, the Climate Literacy Committee 

has taken a school district approach, organizing and working 
within to pass comprehensive commitments to create and im-
plement climate change curricula. !rough our e#orts, we’ve 
seen several truths about community organizing and impact 
planning: 

• Student involvement is an essential part of any school 
approach. Ensure they’re given a seat at the table and 
a chance to lead. As the generation that will be most 
impacted by the climate crisis, students have particular 

authority. 
• Build a robust, multigenerational coalition. Teachers 

are a critical constituency, but their time is valuable and 
already stretched thin by the pandemic. Who else can 
help? Retired teachers, parents, and community mem-
bers may have more time for organizing, and add im-
portant perspective, connections, and experience.

• !ere are a lot of environmentally oriented curriculum 
providers in the Bay Area. Make connections. Don’t re-
invent the wheel. Be open to working with anyone who 
is willing to help.

• Climate literacy must be student-centered, solutions-fo-
cused, and go beyond science classes. Whether through 
art, civics, geography, economics, history, or other sub-
jects, teachers have a better chance of discovering what 
will resonate most with students. And when it comes to 
learning about the “solutions” to climate change, stu-
dents will be much better prepared if they recognize its 
broad impacts on society, economics, the environment, 
and politics.

• Implementation is not easy and teachers are already 
overworked. It’s important to give teachers a framework 
of support. And they need to be paid to take this on.

!e Climate Literacy Committee is taking what we’ve 
learned from our district e#orts to start advocating for climate 
literacy at the state level. We are partnering with other organi-
zations to develop a multi-pronged e#ort to execute a climate 
literacy implementation strategy scaled to meet the climate 
emergency. !e lessons we’ve learned in our district organizing 
are holding true at the state level as well. 

!ere are many ways members of the Bay Chapter can 

Salmon Spawning Habitat In San 
Geronimo Valley Under Threat
S C O T T  W E B B  &  J U D Y  S C H R I E B M A N

!e future of coho salmon in California could be decided 
in March by the Marin County Board of Supervisors. !ey 
will be voting on a proposed Stream Conservation Area (SCA) 
Ordinance, which focuses on saving critical salmonid habitat 
in the San Geronimo Valley. Coho salmon populations have 
plummeted to 95 percent of their historic population numbers, 
driven by the loss of criti-
cal spawning habitat. !e 
tiny nine-square-mile San 
Geronimo Valley makes up 
ten percent of the spawning 
habitat for central coast coho, 
making this one of the most 
vital coho habitats in all of 
California. Yet even in the 
Valley, the actual number of 
"sh is tragically low — av-
eraging only 250 adults re-
turning to spawn each year. 
!e fate of coho salmon in 
California is directly intertwined with the preservation of this 
riparian habitat. 

In 2007, both the Salmon Preservation And Watershed 
Network and the Center for Biological Diversity sued the 
County over its proposed Countywide Plan that permitted ex-
cessive development on the streams — drastically diminishing 
the watershed spawning habitat. In response to environmen-
talists’ advocacy, the County elected to create a science-based 
SCA Ordinance to protect the streams from being overdevel-

oped. But over 14 years later, an e#ective SCA Ordinance has 
not materialized. 

Unfortunately, the currently proposed SCA Ordinance 
does not ful"ll its duty of protecting the streamside habitat in 
the San Geronimo Valley. !e document lacks workable and 
clearly de"ned language that would allow homeowners and 
environmental advocates to understand how development will 
be regulated. !e Board also needs to narrow the exceptions 
currently allowed and add in performance standards, enforce-
ment provisions, and reporting mechanisms so the County can 
measure the Ordinance's success and monitor its implemen-
tation. We want to see an Ordinance that works clearly and 

e#ectively to save what little 
riparian habitat we have left, 
not just a paper document that 
unnecessarily burdens home-
owners and the environment.

Warming oceans coupled 
with a higher probability of 
infrequent rain events are al-
ready creating an uphill battle 
for coho salmon. For this spe-
cies to survive, we must protect 
what few unimpaired streams 
we have left. Take action by let-
ting the Marin County Board 

of Supervisors know that they need to adopt a common-sense, 
science-based SCA Ordinance that follows the California En-
vironmental Quality Act and protects salmonids for genera-
tions to come! Head to seaturtles.org/take-action-for-salmon to 
send your message. 

6FRWW�:HEE�LV�WKH�$GYRFDF\�	�3ROLF\�0DQDJHU�IRU�WKH�
7XUWOH� ,VODQG�5HVWRUDWLRQ�1HWZRUN�DQG�WKH�6DOPRQ�3URWHF�
WLRQ�$QG�:DWHUVKHG�1HWZRUN��-XG\�6FKULHEPDQ�LV�WKH�FKDLU�
RI�WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�0DULQ�*URXS�

support or get involved in our local or state-wide work: 
• Sign a letter calling for state support at tinyurl.com/

CA4ClimateLiteracy.
• Support the climate literacy implementation e#orts in 

Oakland, Fremont, and Berkeley by volunteering your 
time or connections. 

• Join our monthly committee meetings, typically the 
"rst Saturday of each month by Zoom. You can "nd 

meeting details on the Activities and Events calendar at 
sierraclub.org/sfbay/events. 

Our animating force is the knowledge that our future 
generations will bear the greatest burdens in this climate emer-
gency. Transformative change and solutions must begin with 
our students in their classrooms.

6DUDK� 5DQQH\� LV� WKH� FKDLU� RI� WKH� 6LHUUD� &OXE� 6)� %D\�
&KDSWHU�&OLPDWH�/LWHUDF\�&RPPLWWHH�
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A B O U T  T H I S  C A L E N D A R

$FWLYLWLHV� OLVWHG� KHUH� DUH� DE�
EUHYLDWHG�� )RU� IXOO� OLVWLQJV��
UHJLVWUDWLRQ�� DQG� ZDLYHUV� YLVLW��
VLHUUDFOXE�RUJ�VIED\�DFWLYLWLHV��
7KH� RQOLQH� FDOHQGDU� ZLOO� DOVR�
LQFOXGH�FKDQJHV��FDQFHOODWLRQV��
DQG� RXWLQJV� VXEPLWWHG� DIWHU�
WKH�SULQW�GHDGOLQH��

Hike and backpack ratings 
+LNH� UDWLQJV� DUH� EDVHG� RQ� GLVWDQFH� DQG� HOHYD�
WLRQ�JDLQ� �WKH� VXP�RI� DOO� JDLQV� LQ� HOHYDWLRQ�SHU�
GD\��

���XS�WR���PLOHV� $��XQGHU�������IHHW
����������PLOHV� %����������������IHHW
�����������PLOHV� &����������������IHHW
�����������PLOHV� '��RYHU�������IHHW
���RYHU����PLOHV� (��RYHU�������IHHW

%DFNSDFN�UDWLQJV�LQFOXGH�D�WKLUG�GLJLW�IRU�WUDYHO�

7��WUDLO
���OLPLWHG�HDV\�FURVVFRXQWU\
���PRGHUDWH�FURVVFRXQWU\
���VWUHQXRXV�GLI I LFXOW�FURVVFRXQWU\

What to bring
)RU� GD\� KLNHV� DOZD\V� EULQJ� OXQFK� DQG� HQRXJK�
ZDWHU�� &RQVLGHU� OD\HUHG� FORWKLQJ�� VXQVFUHHQ��
JRRG�KLNLQJ�ERRWV�ZLWK�WUHDGV��DQG�KLNLQJ�SROHV��
1RQ�VHUYLFH�GRJV�DUH�DOORZHG�RQO\� LI� VSHFLI LHG�
LQ�WKH�OLVWLQJ��FDQLQH�KLNHUV�VKRXOG�EULQJ�OHDVK�
HV��OLW WHU�EDJV��DQG�ZDWHU�IRU�WKHLU�GRJV�

Liabilities
7R�SDUWLFLSDWH�RQ�D�6LHUUD�&OXE�RXWLQJ��\RX�ZLOO�
QHHG� WR� VLJQ� D� OLDELOLW\� ZDLYHU�� 7R� UHDG� D� FRS\�
RI� WKH�ZDLYHU� IRUP��FDOO� ����������������RU�YLVLW�
WLQ\XUO�FRP�RXWLQJVZDLYHU�

COVID-19 Protocol
0DVNV�DUH�RSWLRQDO� IRU�DGXOWV� LQ�RXWGRRU�DUHDV��
EXW� UHTXLUHG� LQ� LQGRRU� FORVH� TXDUWHUV� VXFK� DV�
YHKLFOHV��SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW��UHVWDXUDQWV��RU�YLVLWRU�
FHQWHUV��9DFFLQDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�UHTXLUHG��VR�SOHDVH�
EH�DZDUH�\RX�PD\�EH�RQ�WULSV�ZLWK�XQYDFFLQDWHG�
LQGLYLGXDOV��0DVNV�DUH� UHTXLUHG�DW� DOO� WLPHV� IRU�
XQYDFFLQDWHG� PLQRUV�� ,I� \RX� DUH� H[SHULHQFLQJ�
DQ\� SRVVLEOH� &29,'���� V\PSWRPV�� GR� QRW�
DW WHQG� WKH� RXWLQJ� DQG� FRQWDFW� WKH� RXWLQJ
V�
OHDGHU�� 5HSRUW� DQ\� SRVLWLYH� &29,'���� WHVWV�
DI WHU�DQ�RXWLQJ�WR�WKH�RXWLQJ
V�OHDGHU���

Carpooling
&DUSRROLQJ� KHOSV� WKH� HQYLURQPHQW� DQG� DOORZV�
SHRSOH� ZLWKRXW� FDUV� WR� SDUWLFLSDWH�� <RX� FDQ�
DUUDQJH� FDUSRROV� RQ� RXU� 0HHWXS� JURXS��
PHHWXS�FRP�VDQIUDQFLVFRED\�� 2XWLQJV� ZLOO� EH�
OLVWHG� WKHUH� WZR� WR� WKUHH� ZHHNV� SULRU� WR� WKH�
HYHQW��0DVNV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�LQ�FDUSRROV��

SPRING 2022
OUTINGS
CALENDAR
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Lake Chabot Reservoir 1A hike.  Scenic weekly three-mile hike. 
Meet: 4pm at boathouse/cafe. Park free on street, $5 in lot, or annual pass 
from East Bay Regional Park District. Leader: Dolores Gruenewald, 
(510) 351-6247 or doloresgru@aol.com. (Solo Sierrans)

:('1(6'$<6�b

Lafayette Reservoir 1A hike.  Enjoy the lovely weather while walking 
around the beautiful reservoir. We have both faster and slower walkers, 
or you can walk at your own pace. Cost: 5 quarters for 1hr, 15 minutes of 
parking. Meet: 3:30pm at the west end of the parking area near the picnic 
tables and permanent bathrooms. Leader: William Gilbert, wmglbrt@
gmail.com. (Solo Sierrans)

SECOND SUNDAYS & FOURTH SATURDAYS 
FEB 26 • SAT  |  MAR 26 • SAT  |  APR 23 • SAT 
MAR 13 • SUN  |  APR 10 • SUN  |  MAY 8 • SUN

Luxurious Walking in Delight Zen Mindfulness 1A walk. Slow, luxurious 
walking designed to relax and balance yourself resulting in deepening 
connection to your inner nature. It is often accompanied with an 
experience of delight. Attendees report a change in awareness and 
some report their heart opening. Attend either in-person in Berkeley or 
virtually in your backyard on Zoom! We will check in, walk in luxurious 
awareness, and share. Heavy wind or rain cancels. Register: If attending 
in-person, registration on the online listing is required with a limit of ten 
people. To attend virtually, register using the Zoom registration link on 
the online listing. Bring: Clothes for the weather. Meet: 11am at 1853 
Solano Ave, Berkeley or on Zoom. Ends: 12:30pm. Leader: Halley 
Forest, sierragreenforest@gmail.com. (Hiking)

)(%����Ř�7+8�b

Chinatown during Lunar New Year walking tour.  Come celebrate 
Lunar New Year by taking this walking tour through the oldest Chinese 
Community in the U.S., San Francisco’s Chinatown, which rose from 
the ashes of the 1906 earthquake and has continued to %ourish for over 
150 years, in spite of harsh racial discrimination (past and present). We’ll 
learn about the neighborhood’s history as we explore local alleys, view 
murals and herbal apothecaries, and sample dim sum and fortune cookies. 
Leisurely walking pace with frequent stops on tour. 2 to 3 miles, with 
possible stop for lunch depending on consensus. Bring: Snacks, water, and 
money. Meet: 11am at Montgomery St & 598 Market St, San Francisco. 
Ends: 2pm. Leader: Paget Valentzas, (415) 271-2945 or pagetvalentzas@
gmail.com. (Rainbow Sierrans)

)(%����Ř�6$7�b

Point Reyes Bear Valley 3B hike. !is 12-mile loop begins with a 
long slow climb through dense woods up to Mt. Wittenberg. We 
then make our way over to Coastal Trail, which o#ers an expansive 
view overlooking the Paci"c Ocean. We "nish with a pleasant walk 
along wooded creeks. Heavy rain cancels. Bring: Lunch, snacks, 
and a good supply of water. Wear hiking boots and layered clothing. 
Meet: 10am at Bear Valley Visitor Center at far end of parking 
lot where Bear Valley Trail begins. Leader: Je#rey Sanchez, (510) 
599-5238 or amagi@pacbell.net. (Sierra Singles)

Eagle Peak and Mt Diablo Falls 3C hike. Climb Eagle Peak (2369 
ft) from the wild north side and return via Donner and Back Can-
yons. 11 miles distance with approximately 2800 feet of elevation 
gain and some steep slippery downhills. Be prepared for mud if 
it has rained recently and poison oak. Not for speed demons or 
gazelles, but not a hike for those just getting into shape. Mellow 
hikers with a sense of adventure most welcome. Any rain cancels. 
Cost: $6 parking fee. Bring: Lunch, liquids (the equivalent of two 
liters of water), and weather-appropriate clothing. Park rules pro-
hibit alcoholic beverages. !ere are no potable water sources on the 
route. Recommend well-"tting boots for traction and ankle sup-
port. Meet: 10am at Mitchell Canyon Trail Head. Ends: Return 
to cars approximately 6pm. Leader: Bob Solotar, (510) 525-2110 
or bob_solotar@hotmail.com. (Mount Diablo & Santa Cruz Groups)

)(%����Ř�6$7�b

Mission Peak to Monument Peak from Sunol hike. !is will be a 15-
mile hike out and back at a moderate/fast pace. We will stop at 
Mission Peak or Monument Peak for lunch and then head back. 
Any rain cancels. Register: Register online to reserve a space. 
Cost: $6 for parking and $2 for Wilderness Permit. Bring: Plenty 
of water and food. Meet: 8:30am, starting promptly at 9am. Park 
near the Sunol Visitor Center. Ends: 3pm Leader: Nora Di Bene, 
(408) 375-3040 or ndibene@sbcglobal.net. (Hiking)

0$5�������Ř�6$7���681b

Yosemite NP: Beyond Dewey Point snow camping alumni trip. If we 
have ideal conditions (no recent snowfall, sunny), our goal is to reach 
Taft Point. !e most direct route starts with 3 miles along Glacier 
Point Road. We then turn north on the McGurk Meadow trail for 4 
miles, for a total of 7 miles one-way with 822 feet of elevation gain. 
If conditions are less good, we will head to Dewey Point "rst (3.5 
miles in total), then turn east to snowshoe as far as we can along the 
south rim of the Valley. On the second day, we will be retracing and 
returning to the cars, with another 600 feet of elevation gain. Event 
may be cancelled in the event of severe winter storms. Participants 
who have been accepted on the trip and paid will receive a full 
refund if the leader cancels the trip for any reason. If a participant is 
accepted and pays, but subsequently cancels from the trip, they will 
not receive a refund. Cost: $35. Register: Register on the online 
listing. Open to Alumni of the Snowcamping Training series. Must 
be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 and provide proof of vaccination. 
Trip limited to 8 participants. After registering your interest, the 
leader will let you know if you are approved to join the trip and send 
you instructions on how to pay trip cost. Bring: Standard snow 
camping equipment appropriate for the weather. Everyone will 
bring their own food and cooking equipment. Meet: 8am at Badger 

Pass Ski Area. Ends: 5pm Sunday. Carpools will not be arranged. 
Individuals will need to determine their own transportation to the 
trailhead. Leaders: Nathan Chan, (773) 817-6115 or chan.nathan.
th@gmail.com; Danielle Henkel, (614) 406-1329 or danielle.henkel@
gmail.com. (Snow Camping)

MARCH 19 • SAT 

Henry Coe Madrone Soda Springs and China Hole Day 2B/3B hike. 
Join Steve Bakaley on a leisurely to moderately paced day hike to 
Madrone Soda Springs and then on to China Hole. All but 1.6 
miles of the hike is narrow trail with wonderful views, the rest is "re 
road. Mellow tolerant hikers welcomed. 10.3 miles distance with 
approximately 1400 feet of elevation gain. Any rain cancels. Cost: 

W A N T  T O  B E C O M E  A N 

O U T I N G S  L E A D E R ?

,I� \RX�HQMR\�H[SORULQJ�ZLOG� ODQGV��PHHWLQJ�QHZ�
SHRSOH�� DQG� OHDGLQJ� DGYHQWXUHV� IRU� WKHP�� \RX�
FRXOG�PDNH�D�JUHDW�6LHUUD�&OXE�RXWLQJV�OHDGHU�
7KH�6LHUUD�&OXEōV�RXWGRRU�DFWLYLWLHV�DLP� WR� FRQ�

QHFW�DOO�SHRSOH�ZLWK�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�
&OXE��$V�DQ�RXWLQJV�OHDGHU�ZLWK�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
%D\�&KDSWHU��\RX�FDQ�MRLQ�RWKHUV�LQ�H[SORULQJ�ZLOG�
ODQGV�� JUDSSOLQJ� ZLWK� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� LVVXHV�� DQG�
HYHQ�FKDQJLQJ�SHUFHSWLRQV��%HFDXVH�WULSV�DUH�RIWHQ�
VSHFLDOL]HG�DURXQG�D�XQLTXH�WKHPH�RU�DFWLYLW\��\RX�
FRXOG�EH�KLNLQJ��EDFNSDFNLQJ��ND\DNLQJ��ELF\FOLQJ��
RU�GRLQJ� VHUYLFH�ZRUN�ŋ� LW
V� XS� WR� \RX� WR� FKRRVH��
EHFDXVH�\RX�XOWLPDWHO\�GHVLJQ�DQG�OHDG�\RXU�YHU\�
RZQ�WULS���
7R� EHFRPH� DQ� RXWLQJV� OHDGHU�� \RX� PXVW� EH� D�

FXUUHQW�6LHUUD�&OXE�PHPEHU��EH�DW� OHDVW����\HDUV�
RI� DJH�� FRPSOHWH� :LOGHUQHVV� )LUVW� $LG� WUDLQLQJ�
�RIIHUHG�DQG�SDLG�IRU�E\�WKH�&KDSWHU��DQG�WKH�6LHUUD�
&OXE� 2XWLQJV� /HDGHU� 7UDLQLQJ� �2/7��� DQG� UHFHLYH�
D� SRVLWLYH� HYDOXDWLRQ� IURP� \RXU� FKRVHQ� PHQWRU�
OHDGHU�� <RX
OO� DOVR� FKRRVH� ZKDW� W\SH� RI� RXWLQJ�
\RX�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� OHDG� �KLNH��EDFNSDFN��FDU�FDPS��
HWF����DQG�ZKLFK�DFWLYLW\� VHFWLRQ�\RX�ZRXOG� OLNH� WR�
DIƓOLDWH�ZLWK��<RX�FDQ�ƓQG�D�OLVW�DQG�GHVFULSWLRQV�RI�
RXU�DFWLYLW\�VHFWLRQV�RQOLQH�DW�sierraclub.org/sfbay/
activity-sections�
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��WUDLQLQJV�

�)LUVW� $LG� WUDLQLQJV� ZLOO� EH� RIIHUHG� WKLV� VSULQJ����
PHQWRUV�� DQG�PRUH�� KHDG� WR� sierraclub.org/sfbay/
how-become-outings-leader�� ,I� \RX� KDYH� DQ\�
TXHVWLRQV�� FRQWDFW� WKH�$FWLYLWLHV� 6HFWLRQV� OHDGHUV�
DW�sierraclub.org/sfbay/leadership-roster#acsec�
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$8 parking fee. Bring: Lunch, snacks, layered clothing, and plenty 
of liquids. !ere are potential potable water sources on the route, 
but they are unreliable. Meet: 10am at Henry Coe Ranch Visitor 
Center. Ends: 5:30pm. Leader: Steve Bakaley, slbakaley@gmail.
com. (Mount Diablo & Santa Cruz Groups)

APRIL 1 - 3 • FRI - SUN

Winter Photography Lovers Paradise – Martis Peak snow camping 
alumni trip.  Join us for a two-night photography adventure in 
the Martis Peak area, north of Lake Tahoe. We’ll take time to 
experiment and practice shooting snow landscapes and the peaks 
overlooking Tahoe. All cameras welcome, including phone cameras. 
Our route begins at Brockway Summit Trailhead at 7200 feet along 
the Tahoe Rim Trail, and within 1.5 miles Lake Tahoe is in view. 
We’ll camp at about 2 miles along the trail to Martis Peak and make 
time for sunset shots. On Saturday, a steady 2.5 to 3-mile climb will 
take us to the lookout tower and Martis Peak to enjoy breathtaking 
panoramic vistas. You also have the option to relax at camp and 
explore Tahoe vistas. Short, late afternoon hikes on Friday and 
Saturday will emphasize shooting during the golden hours. If we’re 
treated to a starry sky, we’ll shoot at twilight and into the night. 

Night photography will not disappoint. 9 miles roundtrip 
distance with 1500 feet elevation of gain/loss. Cost: 
$35. Trip fee must be paid at signup via Paypal for your 
application to be considered. Trip limited to 8 participants. 
Meet: 9:30am at Brockway Summit trailhead, accessible 
from Hwy 267, 9.2 miles from Truckee. You have the 
option to meet at the trailhead Friday morning ready to 
go or stay in the Tahoe area !ursday night. Ends: 2pm 
Sunday. Leaders: Cynthia Knowles, (415) 845-2357 or  
cynthiapatagonia@yahoo.com; John Sedlander, jsedlander@
gmail.com. (Snow Camping)

APRIL 6 • WED

Afternoon City 1A Walk above the Castro. Let's celebrate 
the longer days on this staircase walk above the Castro. 4+ 
mile loop with over 800 feet of climbing, walking up and 

down staircases and green spaces. Friendly, well-behaved dogs are 
welcome, provided they remain on non-retractable leashes. Any rain 
cancels. Bring: Water, layers depending on the weather, shoes that 
can handle hills that can be rocky, slippery, or slick, and snacks to 
tide you over until at least 8pm or meet at 5:30pm and grab a bite at 
the Market. Meet: 6pm at Castro Farmers' Market on its opening 
night. Some of us will arrive early to grab a bite beforehand. Look 
for us where there's seating. If we're not there, meet at the corner of 
Noe and Market at 6pm for introductions before we start walking 
at 6:15pm. Ends: 8pm. Leader: Paget Valentzas, (415) 271-2945  
or pagetvalentzas@gmail.com. (Rainbow Sierrans)

APRIL 16 • SAT

Tomales Blu" 2B hike. !e bells toll as bay meets sea at land's end 
on a leisurely paced 10 miles and 1000 ft elevation gain hike along 
the moors of the northern tip of Point Reyes. Mellow hikers 
welcomed. Any rain cancels. Bring: Lunch, liquids, and warm 
layered clothing. Meet: 11am at McClure's Beach lower parking 
lot. Ends: Return to cars approximately 5pm. Leader: Steve 
Bakaley, slbakaley@gmail.com. (SF Bay Chapter Hiking and Santa 
Cruz Group) 
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Celebrate Participation in 
2022!
P E G G Y  D A  S I L V A

My favorite radio station recently hosted a program 
asking listeners to call in with their “word for the New 
Year.” Lots of hopeful words were shared: patience, kind-
ness, work, sing. Mine would be participate. 

Having worked on electoral reform for several years, 
and as Chair of the Chapter’s Nominations and Elections 
Committee for 2020 and 2021, I celebrate every one of 
our members who took the time to participate in our 
Winter elections. Not 
only did we welcome new 
leaders to our Executive 
Committees (and wel-
come back returnees!), we 
increased member-voter 
turnout by 27 percent, 
and saw dramatically 
more questioning of, and 
interaction with, candi-
dates during the run-up 
to the election.

If you are reading 
this article, I’ll bet you 
voted. !ank you! You might appreciate the uniqueness 
of the Sierra Club, among other organizations, in actually 
being member-driven through electing our leaders. Now, 
I ask you to build the strength of our Club by doing three 
things in the coming months.

• Continue to be involved with our Chapter and 
Group work, at whatever level is comfortable to 
you. Join in our Conservation, Political, and Ex-
ecutive Committee meetings (you can "nd dates, 
times, and Zoom information on our Activities 
and Events Calendar at sierraclub.org/sfbay/events). 
Keep on asking questions of your elected leaders 
and make your perspectives known. As long as mu-
tual respect is practiced, we want di#erent opin-
ions and — yes — even disagreements. We know 
that it’s hard to show up in a new setting. I have 
heard from those who felt their participation was 
not welcome. !e Sierra Club is as messy a democ-

racy as any, and it’s important for all of us to speak 
up, support, and push back as needed. If you try to 
participate and feel shut down, seek out any leader 
or member who seems more welcoming, and ask 
for support. 

• Remember to communicate with candidates and 
to vote in the national Sierra Club election in the 
spring. Participation is not usually very high, and 
people at the national leadership level need to hear 
from us, too. Our Club needs us to pay attention 
to who is running and "nd out their positions. A 
democracy with lackadaisical participation is not a 
good one.  

• Be Inclusive and bring someone else along. !at’s a 
key point in Bottom-Up Organizing, and both are 

part of the Jemez Princi-
ples for Democratic Or-
ganizing, adopted by the 
Sierra Club in 2014 and 
described by Chapter 
Organizer Jacob Klein 
in their Yodeler column 
(see pg. 17 for more). 
Help others — especial-
ly those who come from 
di#ering perspectives, 
lifestyles, life experienc-
es — to join the Sierra 
Club as active members. 

Help them to navigate some of the complicated bu-
reaucracy and encourage them to contribute how-
ever they can to the good work. Our communities 
and our planet depend on all of us doing things dif-
ferently, while building on all the good work that 
has been done during our Club’s 129-year history. 

My "rst activity with the Sierra Club was gathering 
signatures for the California Coastline Protection Initia-
tive. It was a small act of participation. But every bit helps. 
You can contribute too: Zoom into a meeting, check out 
the Advocacy Team, and, of course, vote! If you are in-
spired to run for a leadership position in 2022, feel free to 
reach out to elections@sfbaysc.org. Check out the Chapter 
e-bulletins and website for more action ideas. Participa-
tion from all of us will “save the planet.” Let’s do it!

 3HJJ\�GD�6LOYD� LV� WKH�FKDLU�RI� WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�6)�%D\�
&KDSWHU�1RPLQDWLRQV�DQG�(OHFWLRQV�&RPPLWWHH�
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Remembering Guy Mayes, a 
Dedicated Bay Chapter Outings 
Leader
J O H N  C A L D E R W O O D  &  S T E V E 

B A K A L E Y

!e San Francisco Bay Chapter lost one of its most 
proli"c, dedicated, thorough, and earnest day hike leaders 
when Guy Mayes passed away in the early morning of Sep-
tember 17th, 2021, at the age of 76. 

Guy began leading hikes for the Bay Chapter’s Sier-
ra Singles outing section, and upon meeting the love of 
his life, Nancy, led for the Hiking section. His hikes tra-
versed throughout the Bay Area, including the Calistoga 
Palisades, Point Reyes’ Tomales Blu#, Redwood and Las 
Trampas Regional Parks, the SF Presidio, and Mount Di-
ablo. He was also known for his historical and architectur-
al walks in San Francisco, Berkeley, Oakland, Alameda, 
and San Jose. Hiking Section Chair, Bob Solotar, said of 
Guy, “He was a role model, and I always recommended 
Guy’s hikes when people asked about good hikes and hike 
leaders.” Guy Mayes was awarded the Michener Award 
by the Bay Chapter in 2003 for excellence in conducting 
outings.

It has been said that, on Guy’s hikes, if there was a 
climbable rock on the route he would climb it, and if there 

was an accessible cave, he would crawl in. But there was 
one place you didn’t mention to Guy: Sunol’s Cave Rocks, 
where, in his earlier days, Guy experienced a rock and a 
cave too far, a dislocated shoulder, and an exciting ride in 
a medivac helicopter.

His Art Deco walks and lectures in Oakland will be 
missed, as well as his hidden paths of Golden Gate Park 
complete with tales of the city, his walks through the City 
of the Dead in Colma, and a special hike through Land’s 
End and the Presidio where we got to participate in a can-
non loading exercise with park volunteers. Guy supple-
mented his talks with copies of newspaper and magazine 
clippings apropos to the venue, sometimes decking out his 
wife Nancy in illustrative attire. 

!e experience of a day with Guy did not end with his 
hikes. His post-hike barbecues and semi-annual seasonal 
ale tastings will be remembered with great fondness, as 

will his annual Berkeley archi-
tecture walks which were always 
followed by a homestyle spaghetti 
feed and winter ale tasting at the 
home of former Singles leader 
Phil (a contemporary of Guy) and 
Phyllis Gale.

Happy trails, Guy.
-RKQ� &DOGHUZRRG� DQG� 6WHYH�

%DNDOH\� DUH� RXWLQJV� OHDGHUV� IRU�
WKH� 6LHUUD� &OXE� 6)� %D\� &KDSWHU�
6LHUUD�6LQJOHV�DQG�+LNLQJ�VHFWLRQV�
UHVSHFWLYHO\�� 7KLV� SLHFH� ZDV� DOVR�
HGLWHG� E\� %RE� 6RORWDU�� YLFH� FKDLU�
RI� WKH� &KDSWHU
V� $FWLYLWLHV� &RP�
PLWWHH�

Jemez Principles for Democratic 
Organizing: A Column
J A C O B  K L E I N

We return again to exploring the Jemez Principles for 
Democratic Organizing, this time digging into the “emphasis 
on bottom-up organizing.” When it comes to organizing, there 
are many di#erent approaches, each with their own merits. To 
build a campaign is to require nimbleness. To build a movement 
requires emphasizing the grassroots. 

!e Sierra Club often touts itself as the largest grassroots 
environmental organization. And indeed, volunteers have long 
been the backbone of this organization through goal-setting, la-
bor, and more. However, there are many ways in which we can 
be a top-down organization — as well as an organization that 
is out of touch with our broad-based membership and greater 
community. Leadership can at times re%ect a select portion of 
local demographics, thus entrenching particular points of view 
and priorities. 

Bottom-up organizing, however, gives us an opportunity 
to expand our notions, and ultimately achieve greater movement 
health. Bottom-up focuses on the directly impacted and the less 
heard. Priorities are established not by grants or management or a 
third party, but by the people in the room sharing their thoughts. 
Bring in people, educate if necessary, listen always, and you’ll be 
surprised at what people are experiencing, the insights they have 
into an issue, and the creativity of their solutions.

!ose of us who are in a position of power, even relative 
power, can easily become "xed in the processes we’re comfort-
able with. I de"nitely fall prey to this at times, when I get caught 
up in a familiar pattern of response: identify a problem, spread 
the word, create an action, and hope people go with it. I lose out 
on what may be the more e#ective and holistic strategy.

Instead, by creating space that includes people from all as-
pects of an organization, from other organizations, and from the 
directly impacted, we can get a clearer picture of the issue. From 

there, we can grow together, developing a whole movement of 
leaders, rather than a select few who tap community members 
when convenient.

!is leads to another pitfall that bottom-up organizing can 
address: when a movement is dependent on a single person, that 
means that it’s fragile. Sure, leadership and guidance are power-
ful and necessary, but when a leader disappears — an unfortu-
nate reality — the movement can spin out and wither.

Something I try to do, and admittedly fail at sometimes, 
is make sure that I’m not only talking to the Sierra Club leaders 
representing an area, or my typical partners, but reaching out 
to the groups that are most a#ected, the residents of a commu-
nity, the leaders already established. By connecting to a base of 
people, we can build something that is multidimensional and 
sustainable — no matter what vagaries are thrown its way.

When a movement has participation from more people, and 
more diverse people (don’t forget the "rst Jemez principle, Be in-
clusive!), it has greater validity and power. If  I were to speak at a 
hearing and say that I alone support a cause — that has consider-
ably less weight than if  I speak up in solidarity with a collective. 

Building that collective, building from the bottom up, of-
ten takes more work. But it’s so worth it. !at work taps into 
people’s leadership potential and lifts up the power that they had 
the whole time. If we truly support people power, then we must 
respect the power of each person. Put that all together, and we 
can change the world.

-DFRE�.OHLQ�LV�DQ�RUJDQL]HU�IRU�WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�6)�%D\�
&KDSWHU�

2. Emphasis on Bottom-Up Organizing 

To succeed, it is important to reach out into new con-
stituencies, and to reach within all levels of leader-

ship and membership base of the organizations that 
are already involved in our networks. We must be 

continually building and strengthening a base which 
provides our credibility, our strategies, mobilizations, 

leadership development, and the energy for the 
work we must do daily.

S U P P O R T  T H E  C H A P T E R  BY  G O I N G  S O L A R
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The Fight for Environmental 
Justice and San Francisco Bay
T I F F A N Y  N G O 

Shoreline communities in the Bay Area are su#er-
ing the worst impacts from climate change-induced sea 
level rise. !ese areas, which are primarily populated 
by historically disenfranchised BIPOC (Black, Indige-
nous, and people of color) and working class communi-
ties, have disproportionately higher rates of chronic dis-
ease, including asthma, and lower birth weights and life 
expectancy than neighboring areas. Decades of govern-
ment-led exclusionary housing and redlining, coupled 
with disinvestment and inaction, left these communi-
ties vulnerable to industrial and military-grade toxic 
and radioactive waste exposure. With climate change, 
shoreline communities must grapple with increased 
contact with noxious substances mobilized by sea level 
and groundwater rise. Contaminants are being driven 
up into the community and simultaneously washed out 
into San Francisco Bay.

On December 8th and 9th, 2021, shoreline com-

munities, environmental and community-based orga-
nizations, researchers, experts, and government agency 
representatives met for the two-day Sea Level Rise & 
Shoreline Contamination Regional Workshop. 

Environmental justice organizations representing 
shoreline communities including Communities for a 
Better Environment in Richmond (CBE), the Rich-
mond Shoreline Alliance (RSA), Marin City Climate 
Resilience and Health Justice (MCCRHJ), the West 
Oakland Environmental Indicators Project, and Gre-
enaction for Health and Environmental Justice talk-
ed about the pollution in their neighborhoods and the 
severe health consequences resulting from decades of 
environmental racism and lack of local government in-
tervention. !e toxic and radioactive waste that remains 
in the area is a dangerous, enduring environmental in-
justice for the vulnerable communities living and work-
ing there. During his presentation, Andrés Soto (CBE, 
RSA) re%ected on the region’s history and its particular 
impact on Richmond: “!ere’s a long legacy of industri-
al development in the early and mid-20th century along 
the entire Bay shoreline impacting many communities, 
but Richmond, because of the re"nery, because of the 
railroads, because of the shipyards and all the ancillary 

P H O T O  C R E D I T :  3KRWR�E\�.LOLDQ�.DUJHU�RQ�8QVSODVK��

The Environmental Protection 
Agency Must Implement the Law 
Regarding Ship Ballast Water 
Discharges
A N D R E W  C O H E N

!e San Francisco Bay-Delta ecosystem is the most in-
vaded estuary in the world — with ship ballast water the 
dominant vector for introducing new invasions. Regulating 
ballast water discharges is the most e#ective action available 
to address the problem of invasive species in our estuary.

So it is striking that the draft Estuary Blueprint, the 
San Francisco Estuary Partnership’s "ve-year plan to pro-
tect the estuary, says nothing about ballast water and con-
tains no actions to manage ballast discharges. To correct 
this, the Sierra Club SF Bay Chapter and other organi-
zations have co-written a letter to the Partnership — a 
collaboration of local, state, and federal agencies, NGOs, 
and academia and business leaders working to protect and 
restore the San Francisco Bay-Delta Estuary — recom-
mending the inclusion of seven speci"c actions to address 
this threat. 

!ese actions focus on persuading the US Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to issue ballast discharge 
standards that comply with the Clean Water Act. !is is 
due to the fact that Congress took away California's au-
thority to implement its own ballast water laws in 2018, 
leaving the EPA as the sole agency that can set ballast wa-
ter discharge standards. 

Unfortunately, the EPA's record on ballast water is 
terrible. When the Clean Water Act went into e#ect in 
1972, the EPA illegally exempted ballast water discharges, 

stating that they cause little pollution. In the 1980s and 
1990s, several major ballast water invasions made head-
lines — including zebra and quagga mussels in the Great 
Lakes, the Asian clam Potamocorbula in San Francisco Bay, 
toxic red tide organisms in Australia, and an emergent 
pandemic strain of cholera transported in ballast water 
to South America, where it killed over 10,000 people — 
but the EPA continued to exempt ballast water because it 
"causes little pollution."

In 1999, environmental, civic, tribal, and water or-
ganizations, supported by 18 members of Congress, peti-
tioned the EPA to repeal the exemption and regulate bal-
last discharges. !e EPA refused. 

So environmental groups sued. Forced by the court, 
the EPA "nally, after 36 years, repealed its illegal ex-
emption and issued ballast discharge standards. But these 
standards merely duplicated existing federal rules, doing 
nothing to "x the problem. So environmental groups sued 
again, forcing the EPA to issue new standards. But these 
also just duplicated existing rules, so environmental groups 
sued again, and the court once again ordered the EPA to 
adopt more stringent standards that complied with the 
Clean Water Act. !at was in 2015.

Toward the end of 2020, the EPA "nally published 
new proposed standards (the third set). Remarkably, these 
are exactly the same as the old standards that the court 
rejected in 2015.

Environmental groups had hoped that in 2021, under 
the Biden administration, the EPA would withdraw the 
proposed standards and o#er discharge standards that ac-
tually comply with the Clean Water Act. Alas, no. Rather, 
the EPA's plan appears to be endless delay, thereby keep-
ing in place inde"nitely the ine#ective and unlawful stan-
dards that the court rejected over six years ago.

Our comment letter to the San Francisco Estuary 
Partnership outlines and requests strong actions to per-
suade the EPA to obey the law and set standards that meet 
the requirements of the Clean Water Act. It will be inter-
esting to see if the partners in the Partnership, whose core 
funding comes from the EPA, will take the steps needed 
to compel the EPA to "nally do its job and implement the 
Clean Water Act, nearly 50 years after it was passed.

!e comment letter and background information can 
be downloaded at bit.ly/BallastWaterLetter.

$QGUHZ�&RKHQ�LV�DQ�DTXDWLF�ELRORJLVW�IRU�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�
5HVHDUFK�RQ�$TXDWLF�%LRLQYDVLRQV�
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resources and skills. 
• Attend the Sierra Club’s Bay Area Sea Level 

Rise committee to contribute to and advocate 
for this work: sign up for their listserv at  
bit.ly/SLR_Listserv, and contact chair Arthur 
Feinstein at arthurfeinstein@earthlink.net with any 
questions.

• Contact your representatives. !ese issues are ur-
gent — people’s lives have been and are increas-
ingly at risk. Contamination cleanup needs to 
happen NOW. We must demand that the Infra-
structure Bill ’s $21 billion, dedicated to pollution 
cleanup, goes to the most vulnerable shoreline 
communities as reparations for racist government 
policies that deliberately placed these communi-
ties in direct harm.

•   Talk about this issue — in-
form your own community 
in the Bay Area, reach out to 
publications, podcasts, whatev-
er media you like to consume. 
More people need to be aware. I 
contacted my two favorite pod-
casts to highlight this issue.

Waiting to remedy this is-
sue is not an option for these 
communities already su#ering 
from climate change impacts. 
As Dr. Hill stated plainly at the 
close of her presentation, “!is 
is not 2050, this is today.”

To screen for contaminants and "nd resources in 
your community, check out the Shoreline Community  
Tools and Resources page at bit.ly/ShorelineCommunity 
Resources, which has links to databases and maps, 
reports, community-based orgs and NGOs, government 
agencies, academic and research organizations, and 
grants and funding opportunities. You can also watch 
the workshop recordings online at bit.ly/SLRDayOne 
and bit.ly/SLRDayTwo.

7LIIDQ\�1JR� LV�D�PHPEHU�RI� WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�6RXWKHUQ�
$ODPHGD� &RXQW\� *URXS� �6$&*�� DQG� WKH� &OLPDWH� 5HDOLW\�
3URMHFW� %D\� $UHD� &KDSWHU� �&5%$��� 7KH� 6)� %D\� 6KRUHOLQH�
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industry that went along with it, got more than its fair 
share, and we’re still coming to grips with that legacy.” 

!at legacy is felt today, exacerbated by non-existent 
or degraded infrastructure due to years of disinvestment 
by the local government. In a moving account from Ms. 
Terrie Green (MCCRHJ), she spoke of her daughter being 
forced to wade through contaminated %oodwaters to re-
turn to Marin City during the October 24th, 2021 storm: 
“Folks have been wading in this water for 80 years.”

!e health concerns communicated during the 
workshop are not unfounded. Using urine samples and 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Dr. Ahim-
sa Porter Sumchai of the Hunters Point Biomonitor-
ing Foundation and Medical 
Screening Clinic found that the 
level of radioactive contamina-
tion in the shipyard shoreline 
corresponds almost exactly to 
the substances detected in res-
idents and workers. Her map-
ping also showed that locations 
with the most concentrated 
radioactive contamination cor-
relate with cancer cases in the 
area. 

In a presentation about the 
interactions of sea level rise 
with groundwater, earthquakes, 
pipes, and contaminated soil, 
UC Berkeley professor Dr. 
Kristina Hill showed the dif-
ferent scenarios in which hazardous contaminants can 
become mobilized and enter homes and public spaces. 
Dr. Hill explained that groundwater, which is lighter 
than saltwater, rises with the sea, spreading hazardous 
material underground through the Bay Area’s soil layers 
and chronically broken pipe systems into unsuspecting 
homes. She emphasized throughout her presentation 
that sea level and groundwater rise is happening now, 
and showed pictures of groundwater bubbling out of 
manholes taken in December 2021. 

!e last part of the workshop connected shoreline 
communities with agency representatives from the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Department 
of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), the Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the San 
Francisco Bay Conservation & Development Commis-

sion (BCDC). Shoreline community members expressed 
their hurt, anger, and distrust after being subjected to 
air, water, and soil pollution with little or no assistance.

!eir demands are straight-forward and insist upon 
ensuring accountability, transparency, and the health of 
the communities. !ey demand that:

• Local, regional, and state governments prioritize 
cleanup near environmental justice communities;

• Toxic and radioactive waste be completely cleaned 
up, not just covered up; 

• !e government work closely with shoreline resi-
dents, the community, and environmental justice 
organizations for all contamination cleanup deci-

sions, including the best treat-
ment and/or disposal options; 
• All contaminated site 
cleanup plans use the latest 
sea level rise projections;
• Housing will not be built 
on hazardous and/or radioac-
tive waste sites near the shore-
line unless the areas are "rst 
cleaned up with community 
oversight and independent 
testing to the highest Resi-
dential Standards; 
• Comprehensive, regular, 
and  direct  health  studies, 
led and approved by impact-
ed shoreline communities of 
local residents, workers, and 

regular site users, be conducted to determine if 
contaminants are accumulating and/or harming 
community members;

• In limited circumstances where contamination 
cannot be completely moved away from shoreline 
areas, robust containment is utilized;

• And that each community be allocated resources 
and funding in order for shoreline communities 
to fully participate in the cleanup and oversight 
of these activities. 

So what can you do to help? 
• As an individual, you can reach out to the 

organizations referenced in the article and 
involved in the workshop. !e SF Bay Shoreline 
Contamination Cleanup Coalition (sfbayshorelineccc.org) 
meets regularly and can always use your community 

G R O U N D W A T E R ,  W H I C H 
I S  L I G H T E R  T H A N 

S A L T W A T E R ,  R I S E S  W I T H 
T H E  S E A ,  S P R E A D I N G 

H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L S 
U N D E R G R O U N D  T H R O U G H 

T H E  B A Y  A R E A ’ S 
S O I L  L A Y E R S  A N D 

C H R O N I C A L L Y  B R O K E N 
P I P E  S Y S T E M S  I N T O 

U N S U S P E C T I N G  H O M E S .

S P R I N G  2 0 2 2   �   2 12 0���S I E R R A  C L U B  Y O D E L E R

http://bit.ly/SLR_Listserv
mailto:arthurfeinstein@earthlink.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/ShorelineCommunityResources
http://bit.ly/ShorelineCommunityResources
http://bit.ly/SLRDayOne
http://bit.ly/SLRDayTwo
http://sierraclub.org/sfbay/donate
http://sfbayshorelineccc.org


Sierra Club and the Teamsters 
Warn of Environmental Justice 
Perils in Warehouse Spread
J A C O B  K L E I N

In the Fall 2021 edition of the Yodeler, Chapter Vice Chair 
Martha Kreeger and Dr. Marlina Rose Selva wrote about the 
pitfalls of Amazon warehouses, particularly in Hayward. Since 
then, warehouse projects have cropped up across the Bay Area. 
!e Sierra Club has been working with our union allies, the 
Teamsters, to address the environmental and economic injus-
tices that can develop from these facilities. 

!e warehouses in question are predominantly slated to 
be “last-mile delivery warehouses,” otherwise known as heavy 
distribution warehouses. !is style of warehouse is designed 
to receive goods and ship them out within 24 hours, rather 
than longer-term storage. Due to that quick turnaround, tra$c 
from heavy duty trucks, light duty trucks, and vans can lead to 
sharp increases in air pollution. Along with this, the increased 
tra$c causes damage to roads, increased commute times, and 
poses dangers to pedestrians. Coupling this with the reality 
that these warehouses are often sited near already heavily im-
pacted communities and poorer neighborhoods sharpens the 
sociological impacts on already marginalized communities.

On top of this, Amazon in particular has a reputation 
for poor working conditions and anti-union tendencies. As 
Kreeger and Dr. Selva discussed, these warehouses do not pro-
vide a just recovery for communities bearing the brunt of the 
COVID-19-caused recession and job loss. 

Due to these circumstances, the Sierra Club demands 
proper analysis at slated warehouse projects, robust mitigation 
measures on construction and operations, and pathways to 
family-sustaining jobs. Development can and should support 
community investment and economic diversi"cation. Compa-
nies hoping to set up shop in our communities can be part of 
the economic shift away from fossil fuel reliance. !at requires 
companies like Amazon to act in good faith, support mitigation 
measures — like rooftop solar, idling restrictions, energy from 
renewable sources — and o#er good-paying jobs with bene"ts. 

In partnership with the Teamsters, we have had several 
wins locally that will hopefully set a precedent for warehouse 
development in the region. In Hayward, Amazon withdrew 
from sites, unwilling to meet our demands. !e projects are 
now moving forward with conditions of approval that require 
electri"cation measures and, hopefully, operators that provide 
good jobs to the community. 

In Contra Costa County, Supervisor John Gioia intro-
duced a moratorium on new warehouse applications while 
County planners write changes to the County code that will 
appropriately call for needed electri"cations of construction 
and %eets. 

However, there are more sites appearing on the horizon, 
including CenterPoint Strategies in unincorporated North 
Richmond, a potential Amazon campus at Hilltop Mall in 
Richmond, a massive development in SoMa San Francisco, 
and more across the Bay. !e Sierra Club is committed to 
addressing as many projects as we can, but we must also be 
considering regional strategies that require certain conditions 
from the outset. 

!is campaign is still in its early stages, but we look for-
ward to building it out. !ere are many communities and 
groups that we must partner with in order to achieve proper 
community bene"ts. Many of these groups, like the San Fran-
cisco Southeast Alliance, the Richmond Our Power Coalition, 
and others are already leading the charge for their communi-
ties. In collaboration, we can achieve development that doesn’t 
damage our environments or communities, and helps support 
a just recovery.

-DFRE�.OHLQ�LV�DQ�RUJDQL]HU�IRU�WKH�6LHUUD�&OXE�6)�%D\�
&KDSWHU�

California Water Commission 
Advances Two Environmentally 
Destructive Water Projects
S I E R R A  C L U B  C A L I F O R N I A

On December 15th, the California Water Commis-
sion voted to advance two water storage projects that will 
have devastating consequences for California’s environ-
ment. After hours of public comment, many of which op-
posed advancing the two projects, the Commission decided 
both projects — Sites Reservoir and Pacheco Reservoir — 
maintained their eligibility to receive public funding under  
Proposition 1. 

Proposition 1, passed by voters in 2014, created an innova-
tive approach of investing bond funds based on the public ben-
e"ts achieved by individual projects. In 2018, the Commission 
determined that eight projects were eligible for funds, including 
four surface storage projects and four groundwater projects.

Sites Reservoir is a proposal to construct a new water stor-
age facility in Northern California. !e project would divert 
water from the already overdrafted Sacramento River. It will 
also %ood a 13,200-acre area which contains valuable wetlands, 
oak woodland habitat, and 24 endangered species. !e Com-
mission unanimously voted that Sites would remain eligible for 
$800 million of public funding. 

!e Pacheco Reservoir Expansion project is a proposal to 
enlarge the storage capacity of the existing reservoir, located 
in Santa Clara County. Pacheco Reservoir Expansion would 
signi"cantly enlarge the footprint of the existing reservoir, 
%ooding an additional 1,500 acres that include areas of the 
ecologically important Henry Coe State Park. With another 
unanimous vote, the Commission voted to allow Pacheco to 
remain eligible for up to $500 million of Prop 1 funding.

!e Commission advanced both projects over the ob-
jections of dozens of members of the public representing en-
vironmental justice, conservation, and "shing groups, as well 
as California Tribal representatives. !e Commission was pre-
sented with a petition created by Save California Salmon — 
containing nearly 50,000 signatures — urging them to reject 
the projects.

In response, Brandon Dawson, director of Sierra Club 
California, issued the following statement: 

“!e Commission’s actions today will harm California 
communities, ecosystems, lands, and wildlife. !ese two de-

structive projects provide marginal public bene"ts but massive 
destruction, such as depleting salmon populations and %ood-
ing precious California lands. !e climate crisis and its impacts 
on California water supplies demand that we move away from 
large storage projects like these, and start investing in local and 
sustainable water conservation, e$ciency, and recycling pro-
grams and technology.  

Even more egregious than the Commission’s vote was its 
rejection of the public comments opposing the projects, and 
its treatment of tribal representatives who will be adversely 
a#ected by the projects. Tribal members continuously voiced 
concerns about the lack of tribal consultation during the meet-
ing’s public comment portion, and were resoundingly ignored. 
Every member of the public deserves the time and opportunity 
to voice their opinion without fear of being shut down.”

7KLV�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�6LHUUD�&OXE�&DOLIRU�
QLD��6&&��RQ�'HFHPEHU���WK��������,Q�-DQXDU\��6&&�VXEPLW�
WHG�FRPPHQWV�RQ�WKH�6LWHV�5HVHUYRLU�UHYLVHG�GUDIW�(QYLURQ�
PHQWDO�,PSDFW�5HSRUW�DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�WKLV�HIIRUW��

(QVXUH�\RXU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�OHJDF\�E\�
QDPLQJ�WKH�6LHUUD�&OXEōV�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
%D\�&KDSWHU�LQ�\RXU�ZLOO�RU�WUXVW�

If you have named your local Sierra Club 
FKDSWHU�DV�D�EHQHƓFLDU\�RU�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�
discuss doing so, please contact us today:

MATT BIELBY
matt.bielby@sierraclub.org
���������������[����
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V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  AT  S I E R R A C L U B . O R G / S F B AY

F O L L O W  U S  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A !
Facebook .com /Sier r aClubSFBay Chap ter
Twi t ter  @SFBay Sier r aClub
Ins t agr am @Sier r aClub _ SFBay

S I E R R A C L U B . O R G / S F B AY
O ur webs i te i s  home to he lp f u l  in for ma t ion 
and re s ource s inc luding:

• O ur b log,  upda ted regular l y
• T he f u l l  event s and ac t i v i t ies c a lendar
• Group in for ma t ion and leader sh ip ros ter

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
• New leaders welcomed to our Executive 
Commit tees (pg. 4)
• Green Fr iday program hos t s speaker ser ies 
on ac t iv ism and mental heal th (pg. 8)
• Learn how to become an outings leader (pg. 
13)

E M A I L
V is i t  s ier r ac lub.org /s f bay/emai l  to s ign up 
for Bay Chap ter emai l s ,  inc luding mont h l y 
bul le t ins and ac t ion a ler t s .
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