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Chair’s Corner by Bob Heinemann

Purple Mountain Majesties…

Those words are from a poem by Katherine Lee Bates, an English Professor at Wellesley
College. Her poem later was set to music by Samuel A. Ward. The words and music were
released in 1910 as “America the Beautiful”. After the mid-term election on November
6th, that tune and those words happily danced through my mind due to the restoration
of checks and balances now that the Democrats have taken control of the House of
Representatives.

In New York, the election brought an even greater change in political power with a
strong progressive majority winning in our State Senate breaking the do nothing political
deadlock and obstruction of the last session in Albany.

A tremendous amount of hard work by Sierra members provided the sweat equity
required to support the election of Antonio Delgado in CD 19, James Skoufis in SD 39,
and Jen Metzger in SD 42. Among many, many others, I want to acknowledge in
particular the efforts of Steve Redler, Rachel Mandelbaum and Alison White, our
Political Chair. Alison put together important candidate information for our Mid-Hudson
Group members which was then circulated on our website and sent out via our email list
by Andy Moss and Dave Thomas. Alison’s political chair article in this issue of the
newsletter will provide a more complete recap of our Group’s efforts. 

There are several little known lines in the poem that became “America the Beautiful”
which bear remembering in 2018. On the national level, regarding our history of
welcoming immigrants in the spirit of our Statue of Liberty, are the lines:
“O beautiful for pilgrim feet
Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness!” 

And, on both the national and state level, the words:
“Till selfish gain no longer stain,
The banner of the free!”

Let us dedicate our efforts now into encouraging our newly elected NY Senate and
Assembly representatives to protect the water, air and natural resources of the Hudson
Valley and our State by passing bills previously ignored; and also to work diligently to
transition to renewable energy sources with all deliberate speed.

back to top

Don’t forget to cast your vote in our Executive Committee Election.
Voting ends November 28th

If you have not yet voted, Click Here to vote Online. 
You will need your Sierra Club membership number.

 

Political Corner by Alison White

Hello Mid-Hudson Group Sierrans! To say that we all breathed a sigh of relief at the
November 6 election results doesn’t quite capture my feelings about the outcome we
achieved. For two years we have watched the Trump administration and the Republican
Congress roll back one environmental regulation after another — removing protections
from national monuments and opening them up to mining and drilling, repealing the
Clean Power Plan, attempting to block the deployment of renewable energy while
denying the reality of climate change, and other attacks against clean air, clean water
and public health. With this election we’ve enabled a check on this onslaught. And in
New York state, we’ve enabled the state legislature to pass laws that can help protect
New Yorkers in spite of the destructive policies of the federal government.

Many thanks to all Sierrans who helped make this happen!

The Sierra Club Mid-Hudson Group
worked to endorse six candidates in
the 2018 elections: Antonio
Delgado in CD 19, Aidan
O’Connor in NY AD 102, Kevin
Cahill in NY AD 103, James
Skoufis in NY SD 39, Jen Metzger
in NY SD 42, and Pat Strong in NY
SD 46.

As you may know, candidates who
are endorsed by the Sierra Club fill
out detailed questionnaires about
their environmental record and
positions, meet with Sierra Club
members for an in-person interview,
and are vetted by both the Mid-
Hudson Group Executive committee
and the Atlantic Chapter Political Committee. The candidates are endorsed if they
commit to supporting policies that protect the environment and that are aligned with
Sierra Club goals.

For this election, a Sierra Club staffer was dedicated to work with the Delgado campaign.
You may have gotten a phone call from her. Rachel Mandelbaum called many hundreds
of Sierrans asking for volunteers to do phone banking and canvassing for the Delgado
campaign. Many people responded — thank you Sierrans! Phone banking and door-to-
door canvassing during October and the first week of November were key to taking back
CD 19 and flipping both the US House of Representatives and the New York State Senate
from red to blue.

We also ran a separate phone bank effort to Sierrans living in NY Senate District 46, to
elect Pat Strong. We got very positive responses from those we called, and it was clear
that Sierra Club members were inspired to go to the polls to elect progressive candidates.
Although Pat did not win her race, James Skoufis and Jen Metzger both won theirs.
Having a progressive majority in our state government will enable New York to pass
forward-looking environmental legislation, and will be crucial as we move towards the
2020 elections.

While these mid-term elections were a major obstacle to overcome, their effect is that we
now have better tools in hand to keep the current administration in check until we can
vote it out of office in two years. We can’t afford to lose focus or momentum; we need to
build on those and continue to advance environmentally sound policies and politics. So
keep your pink hats at hand!

back to top

Conservation Corner by Joanne Steele

Antenna Sickness: the Voltage of Cancer 
[I summarize and crib here from http://www.wi-cancer.info/antenna_sickness.aspx. I
urge you to read the entire detailed work with its many references]

From the Bio-Initiative Report 2012 (2014) which is based on 1800 published
studies, prepared by 29 authors from ten countries, ten MDs, 21 PhDs, three MSc, MA or
MPHs, and among the authors are three former presidents of the Bioelectromagnetics
Society: “Bioeffects are clearly established and occur at very low levels of exposure to
electromagnetic fields and radio frequency radiation. Bioeffects can occur in the first few
minutes at levels associated with cell and cordless phone use.  Bioeffects can also occur
from just minutes of exposure to [cell towers], Wi-Fi and wireless utility “smart” meters
that produce whole body exposure. Chronic base station [cell tower] exposures can result
in illness.” Mobile communications and mobile entertainment require a human
environment, indoors and outdoors, filled with disease-inducing radiation. We are
bombarded wherever we go in these environments. Wireless radiation pollution is a
CONFIRMED HUMAN CARCINOGEN, on par with asbestos and nuclear radiation. Now,
how about ourselves, our children and babies?

America’s toxic denial syndrome is maintained in the smart device age with our
complicity. We, the radiation victims, are skillfully “stoned” on what behavioral scientists
are now calling “digital heroin.” One in three American babies are hooked on Wi-devices
before they can talk. America’s 8- to 10-year-olds spend hours per day on digital media
while many teens spend 11+ hours-a-day with a wireless toys. [Kids Wireless Use Facts,
CTIA—The Wireless Association, 2016.] Dr. Nicholas Kardaras, a leading
neuropsychologist and addiction specialist, explains why: “We now know that those
iPads, smart phones and Xboxes are a form of digital drug. Recent brain imaging
research is showing that they affect the brain’s frontal cortex—which controls executive
functioning, including impulse control—in exactly the same way that cocaine does.
Technology is so hyper-arousing that it raises dopamine levels—the feel-good
neurotransmitter most involved in the addiction dynamic—as much as sex.” Glow Kids:
How Screen Addiction is Hijacking Our Kids—And How to Break the Trance, Nicholas
Kardaras, Ph.D., St. Martin’s Press, 2016.

The late Robert C. Kane, Ph.D., whose career included electrical engineering for
Motorola, advised: “The belief that microwaves cannot cause bond breaking in
chromosomes or DNA, or damage tissue more generally is quite inaccurate. Since the
energy absorption mechanism is not the same as that for ionizing radiation, such as X-
rays, the mechanisms of energy transfer that cause the bond breaking may be different.
However the result is quite evident—DNA and chromosomal damage…. It’s not just
happening at one frequency and it’s not just being observed by researchers in one
laboratory. The same chromosome and DNA damages are being reported at frequencies
across the entire range, including 100 MHz [FM radio], 300 MHz, 837 MHz, 954 MHz
[cell phones] 1,250 MHz, 2,450 MHz [2.45 gigahertz: Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, smart phones],
and up to 9000 MHz  [9 gigahertz: vehicle-to-vehicle radar systems].” Cellular
Telephone Russian Roulette, Robert C. Kane, Vantage Press, 2001, p. 96.

The worst is yet to come. In July 2016, only weeks after federal NTP scientists
announced the preliminary results of their cell phone/cancer studies, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) declared its intention to increase America’s wireless
pollution by millions-fold. Ignoring the internationally recognized Nuremberg Code that
prohibits biological experimentation without informed consent, the FCC is set to unleash
new experimental microwave frequencies to accommodate fifth generation (5G) wireless
technologies.

The 5G will utilize 3.5 gigahertz and also high-band frequencies between 24-86
gigahertz. Microwaves propagated above 30 gigahertz are ultra-short millimeter waves.
Millimeter antennas propagating modulated signals at 24 to 86 gigahertz will assault all
living creatures with invasive photon energy that artificially oscillates the polarity of
tissues 24 to 86 billion times per each measurable second!

None of the upcoming 5G frequencies have been properly tested for their biological
effects (because such testing would literally horrify potential victims?). In September
2017, 180 scientists and doctors representing 35 countries published an urgent request
that the European Union slap a moratorium on 5G technologies until the potential for
human and environmental hazards are fully investigated by scientists independent from
the Radiation Industry. Read the report: Scientists warn of potential serious health
effects of 5G.

What little we know so far is that high-band radiation in the millimeter spectrum has
documented capacity to: penetrate and inflame the skin, manipulate the DNA, damage
cellular membranes, affect growth, endanger eyesight and induce a cascade of other
potentially disastrous biological ramifications not yet understood. [Subjective Symptoms,
Sleeping Problems, and Cognitive Performance in Subjects Living Near Mobile Phone
Base Stations, Hutter et al., Occupational and Environmental Medicine, 2006; 63:307-
313.]           

Millimeter waves absorb and interact with both water and oxygen, two vital components
of human flesh. Over two decades ago, scientists experimenting with millimeter waves
noted that these hyper-frequencies have potential to affect molecules with “resonant
vibrational or rotational interactions, not seen at lower frequencies.” Most alarming,
these researchers noted that the bizarre effects of these waves can be produced at power
densities hundreds of times lower than the FCC’s public exposure limits currently allow.
[Mobile Telecommunications In Kempten West Blood Levels Alarmingly Altered,
emfrefugee.blogspot, 07-01-2008.]

The Wireless Radiation Industry is like Big Tobacco. It  operates in the shadows as it
sites deadly antennas in our midst and promotes microwave systems and devices. The
industry has never been required to produce valid scientific evidence proving that Wi-
technologies and Wi-devices are safe. The industry will never honestly discuss the
thousands of published documents showing that these technologies present grave
hazards to human and animal health. Federal law ensures that corporate wireless
profiteers are exempt from adequate pre-market testing and also from normal
requirements of full disclosure, as is mandatory for pharmaceutical drugs and other
risky products.

Our newly elected Congress has some big work to do! Tell the others.

_______________________________________

The Necessity Valve Turners

A month before the 2016 election, anti-pipeline activists staged an unprecedented
coordinated action to shut down the flow of oil from Canada to the United States. On
October 11, 2016, activists in North Dakota, Washington, Montana and Minnesota turned
the manual safety valves on four pipelines, temporarily halting the flow of nearly 70
percent of the crude oil imported to the United States from the Canadian tar sands. They
came to be known as the “valve turners.”

What followed was a lengthy legal battles in the four states. When the Minnesota court
ruled in October 2017 that the valve-turners could present a climate necessity defense,
the state of Minnesota appealed that decision, arguing that allowing defendants to
present evidence about climate change would have a “critical impact” on the case and
severely undermine the prosecution’s (fossil fuel industry’s) odds at achieving a
conviction. The Minnesota Supreme Court disagreed, ruling in July that the defendants
could mount a climate necessity defense. So, on 10/10/18 , the three valve turners who
broke into the oil pipeline facility in Minnesota were acquitted, in preference to allowing
their climate necessity defense to proceed. Just prior to acquittal, the judge had ruled
that the defendants’ expert witnesses (350.org founder Bill McKibben and former NASA
climate scientist James Hansen) would not be allowed to testify.

Some thought the acquittal was the result of the defendants having been charged, from
the beginning, under one of the anti-protest laws that the fossil fuel industry pushed
through across the country (and are still in effect). Kelsey Skaggs, attorney for the
accused Minnesotans said “... it certainly was overreach, and I think the acquittal is a
good sign that prosecutions under these anti-protest laws may not stand.”

The other defendants in Washington, Montana, and North Dakota, were not allowed to
plead climate necessity and lost their cases. However, they faced short
sentences, community service mandates, and deferred imprisonment. Lauren Regan,
executive director of the Eugene Oregon-based Civil Liberties Defense Center, believes
the Minnesota case sets a strong precedent: “…the climate necessity defense was upheld
by the highest court in the state, which affirmed that these climate activists had the right
to assert the climate necessity defense to a jury.” We thank the Valve Turners for their
service.

_______________________________________

The Children’s Case

All snippets below are from an article by Dan Spinelli, that was originally published
by Mother Jones on 11/9/18. Read the complete article.

The case, Juliana v. United States, has its roots in a lawsuit filed against the Obama
administration in August 2015 by 21 plaintiffs—all between the ages of 11 and 21. The
teenage activists claimed that the federal government had violated their constitutional
rights by not curbing climate change and asked the court to “develop a national plan to
restore Earth’s energy balance, and implement that national plan so as to stabilize the
climate system.”

After the Trump administration inherited the defense of the case, the government’s
lawyers asked the Supreme Court to dismiss it in July, arguing that the district court
lacked jurisdiction and calling the plaintiffs’ request to have the executive branch phase
out carbon dioxide emissions “groundless and improper.” The court rejected the
administration’s “premature” motion, even as the justices acknowledged that the
“breadth” of the plaintiffs’ claims was “striking.” Ten days before the trial was set to
begin, Chief Justice John Roberts put the case on hold pending the plaintiffs’ response
to the government’s request to significantly narrow the case. While the full court
reviewed the new filing, the plaintiffs rallied in the rain with hundreds of
students outside the federal courthouse in Eugene, Reuters reported.

“The Brown v. Board of Education case was all about school districts inflicting harm on
children because of the ‘separate but equal’ policies. Our case is about the federal
government knowingly inflicting harm on children through fossil fuel emissions,”
plaintiffs’ co-lead counsel Phil Gregory told Mother Jones last month. “If you substitute
a word like ‘segregation’ for ‘climate change,’ there’s no way the Supreme Court would
stop this case.” Our Children’s Trust, a nonprofit organization aligned with the plaintiffs,
made a similar argument in a press release. “This is not an environmental case, it’s a
civil rights case,” the group stated.

On November 2, the Supreme Court vacated Roberts’ previous decision and allowed the
case to proceed over the objections of Justices Clarence Thomas and Neil Gorsuch. But
the government requested another delay, this time petitioning the district court directly.
In a motion on November 5, the administration argued that it would be impossible to
“develop and implement a comprehensive, government-wide energy policy” without
breaking the constitutional imperative to vest legislative power in Congress and
executive power in the White House. Three days later, the Ninth Circuit halted the case
for another 15 days. Once the Ninth Circuit makes a decision, district court Judge Ann
Aiken said she will set a new date for the trial to begin.

“The Court told us to continue getting our work done for trial so that we are all ready
when the Ninth Circuit rules. That’s exactly what we will do,” said Julia Olson, co-
counsel for the plaintiffs and executive director of Our Children’s Trust, in a statement.
“Our briefs to the Supreme Court and the Ninth Circuit … will show that there is no
basis to grant the Government’s request of an appeal before final judgment.”

_______________________________________

CPV

Competitive Power Ventures (CPV) Is a Maryland based venture capital firm that has a
history of securing permits and then flipping a majority share of the asset, usually to GE
Capitol. They have built a $900 million power plant in the town of Waywayanda in
Orange County that was at the center of the corruption trial of Joe Percoco (Gov. Andrew
Cuomo's former top aide), that involved his “selling” a permit for the plant to be built.
The 650MW power plant is on a 122 acre site, and includes: two 275-foot smoke stacks,
a compressor station, electrical interconnects, a near million gallon diesel tank, a 15,000
gallon ammonia tank, a GIS building, and a seven mile lateral pipeline that will connect
to the Millennium Pipeline in Minisink. 

These constructions have employed 1,100 skilled workers in the past, but the owners
admit that the plant requires only 23 workers to operate. These are all highly volatile
and toxic facilities prone to leaks and explosions. All that energy is not needed because
most of the power plants in the Hudson Valley including Indian Point’s nuclear plant are
operating well below capacity, at about 43%. There is no need for the electricity CPV will
generate and that is a key reason why CPV needs a Power Purchase Agreement with New
York Power Authority.

In August, the plant was denied an air quality permit renewal application filed by CPV
and told it must instead apply for a Title V Clean Air Act permit, which requires a more-
comprehensive application with more time for public input, including at least 45 days
for review by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. CPV countered the DEC's order
that it would obtain the permit within a year of starting up full-time operation. The
plant is allowed to operate until a court decides on the air permit issue. For more info on
CPV visit the Preserve Hudson Valley web page.

Get involved! It's only People Power that will bring the change to clean, renewable,
People-employing energy that will stop further global warming and save ALL of our
cookies from the otherwise surely ensuing live furnace of global warming. THAT is worth
your time and mine! As Damion Gayle, one of the Extinction Rebellion women in the
UK said to the press (read the article), “The IPCC report in October gave us six to 12
years, and this is known to be a conservative report. If we don’t respond with a war-style
effort now we are all fucked, all of us. My heart is breaking and I’ve got to do something,
and I’m putting my life on hold.” Help and information on CPV can be found on the
Protect Orange County blog and facebook pages.

_______________________________________

CVP

The Cricket Valley Plant is a $1.584 billion, 1,100-megawatt, natural-gas-fired plant,
bigger than CPV, that is being built on a former industrial site off Route 22 in the Town
of Dover in Dutchess County near the NY/Connecticut border. The plant remains on
target to go online in the first quarter of 2020. Local groups are continuing opposition to
the project since they learned of it, unfortunately after the plant was fully permitted in
2012. Mothers Out Front, Dutchess County Progressive Action Alliance, (visit the Google
Groups page for more information) among other local groups are arguing the plant is
not necessary and that sustainable power sources, such as solar and wind, should be the
focus of new projects. But false questions have been raised as to how to replace the
2,000 megawatts of power that will be lost when Indian Point’s reactors shut down in
2021. Again, energy is not needed because most of the power plants in the Hudson
Valley are operating well below capacity, at about 43%. CVP will, at peak construction,
like CPV, hire 1,100 workers, according to Cricket Valley’s website.

However, like CPV, it will require only about 23 full time workers after construction jobs
are done. With the impending closure of Indian Point, Gov. Andrew Cuomo has an
opportunity to choose the energy future that will create thousands of unexpiring jobs,
ensure public health and foster a cleaner environment. According to the U.S.
Department of Energy’s 2017 U.S. Energy and Employment Report, over 115,000 New
Yorkers are already employed in the growing sector of renewable energy. Energy
efficiency and renewable projects create more jobs and save consumers money unlike
these plants that require taxpayer dollars from you.

That CVP was fully permitted in 2012, leaves few mechanisms for NY state to stop its
operation within normal procedures. “…as far as we’ve been able to ascertain there’s no
regulatory or permit leverage,” said Lisa Marshall, a Mothers Out Front organizer. She
continued, “Building new fracked-gas power plants is harmful to public health and the
climate. Air and water contamination around Pennsylvania gas wells [which are to
provide the frackgas]; air pollutants from compressor stations in New York along the
Dominion, Millennium, and Iroquois pipelines; and the hundreds of thousands of tons of
air pollutants from the power plants, takes a significant toll on human health, especially
that of children and the elderly. Fugitive methane leaks at every stage are a major
contributor to climate change. 

Cuomo will not meet his stated climate goals if these plants are put into service.” She
assures us, “Cuomo can create jobs, save money and protect the environment all at the
same time by rejecting [costly and unnecessary] antiquated energy solutions.”

In addition to Cuomo, We the People have the power to shut down these projects, but
only if We are willing to get out of our ordinary lives and join others: Mothers Out Front,
Dutchess County Progressive Action Alliance. You and I DO have the time and, this time,
time is not on our side! Let's get going!

_______________________________________

Fueling Diesel Transportation

“Global demand for transportation-related energy is projected to increase by about 25
percent through 2040, and accelerating the reduction in emissions from the
transportation sector will play a critical role in reducing global greenhouse gas
emissions” quoth Exxon/Mobil (EM). The trucking industry runs on diesel fuel that large
draft engines require. The diesel engine was built to run on plant sourced oil, not on
refined petro oil which is what the diesel can also run on, more powerfully.

EM is not alone in using algae to produce oil which can simply be chemically converted
to biodiesel fuel indistinguishable from the diesel fuel that’s now used at the pump.
Algae plus CO2 plus light (photosynthesis) produces lipids (oil). Certain strains contain
50% oil and grow best in salt water. In addition to using non-arable land and not
requiring the use of fresh water, algae could also potentially yield greater volumes of
biofuels per acre than other sources. EM says “if key research hurdles are overcome,
algal biofuels will have about 50 percent lower life cycle greenhouse gas emissions than
petroleum-derived fuel.” One main problem is to improve farming techniques since every
algal cell needs equal amounts of sunlight, CO2 and nutrients. And of course, to develop
the scale of production…. (We might ask EM if it plans to manufacture biodiesel before
or after it uses up its current stash of underground petro oil.)

Another advanced biofuel can come from plant waste like sawmill and forest trimmings,
cornstalks, grass clippings, switchgrass, etc. Cellulosic biomass is comprised of long
chains of sugar molecules and lignin (lignocellulose). Using high temperature steaming
followed by acid treatment produces sugars which after neutralization are then treated
with E. coli, a usually harmless naturally occurring bacteria, to convert the sugars into
biodiesel. However, DeCicco and Schlesinger (PNAS 2018) [10.1073/pnas.1814120115] in
their “Opinion: Reconsidering bioenergy given the urgency of climate protection,” call for
an urgent shift away from the cellulosic biomass production of biofuels. “By avoiding
deforestation and by reforesting harvested areas, up to one-third of current carbon
dioxide emissions from fossil fuels could be sequestered in the biosphere.” The
researchers add: “Terrestrial carbon management can keep carbon out of the atmosphere
for many decades.” However, changing our driving habits, i.e., consolidating our driving,
planning ride and shopping sharing, and using public transportation and electric
vehicles will help even further. Let’s DO that! Yes we can!

_______________________________________

Going Animal-less

If you ask any environmental organization the question “What can I do to diminish my
carbon footprint the most?”, the answer is: eat a plant-based diet, i.e., go vegetarian! For
those of you who are not already vegetarian or vegan, help is on the way, as scientists are
working to manufacture “clean meat”, that is, meat without animal agriculture. However,
the cells for cell culture come from…an animal… Umm, so just forget about porterhouse,
because cell culture can’t develop thickness. Be satisfied with “clean” or “cultured”
ground beef.

The pinnacle of clean meat, historically, is the taste of the hamburger. For starters, beet
juice is used for pinkness, replacing the natural myoglobin. Tasty meat has muscle fiber
cells, connective tissue and fat cells, the cells largely responsible for taste. The first lab-
cultured hamburger was publicly unveiled in 2013, and on television no less! The taster
said the flavor was “surprisingly close” to regular ground beef. However, having required
the hand assembly of 20,000 individual cultured muscle cells, it cost as much as a Rolls
Royce!

The cultured meat industry, to survive, will have to become financially viable. Toward
that goal, the movement to grow meat without whole animals is gaining ground: there
are a number of start-ups as well as the giants, Cargill and Tyson Foods. Plans right now
for cultured products include pork, seafood, poultry, egg whites without eggs, milk
without cows and, of course, pet food. For more gooey details, crack open Clean Meat by
Paul Shapiro (Gallery Books) 2018.

_______________________________________

Belleayre Will Need 35 or is it 75 Million of your tax dollars…

On September 18, 2018 the New York State Court of Appeals denied a motion by the
Catskill Heritage Alliance (CHA) for leave to appeal its decision regarding the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s environmental review of the
proposed Belleayre Resort (Motion 2018-714 In the Matter of Catskill Heritage Alliance,
Inc., et al., Appellants, v. New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
et al., Respondents). On September 19, 2018 CHA chair Kathy Nolan issued the
following statement about the decision.   

We’ve just learned that the New York State Court of Appeals denied our motion for leave
to appeal its decision upholding the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation’s environmental review of the proposed Belleayre Resort. That effectively
closes our avenues for challenging the permitting of the Resort project in court. 

It has been a long road since the Agreement In Principle (AIP) for the project was issued
in 2007, and much has been accomplished in the interim, including building an
increasingly sustainable, diversified and decentralized local economy in the Catskills and
scaling back the size of the Resort project from earlier versions proposed by the
developer, Crossroads Ventures LLC, going back to 1999. We still think that with two
hotels and a total of 629 rooms, it’s too big and poses unacceptable threats to our
environment and local economy. 

But while this may be the end of the road for legal challenges to permitting, it’s also the
beginning of a new phase of work for citizens’ groups around the Resort. Public scrutiny
and input are now needed for how the project gets financed, making sure it is
constructed in accordance with the promises made in the AIP, and that it is built and
managed in a way that doesn’t harm our economy or environment.

Regarding financing, since 2017 Crossroads managing partner Ken Pasternak has
repeatedly said that moving the project forward depends on $75 million in funding from
New York State. That funding package includes some $35 million in taxpayer money to
pay for such Resort amenities such as new trails and lifts connecting to it. As a matter of
good public policy, we do not support more State funding for the benefit of this large,
private luxury Resort. In a previous land sale to the State to enable the Resort,
Crossroads attempted to overcharge by millions over market value. We intend to help
focus public scrutiny on making sure that a second land sale doesn’t gouge New York
taxpayers at above-market prices, and that public funds are used for improvements to
the public Belleayre Mountain Ski Center, not to pay for guest amenities at the private
Resort.

Regarding environmental impacts, the design plan for the Resort in the AIP contains
safeguards, such as provisions for a construction inspector and stormwater retention
systems to prevent flooding, which is a growing threat to neighboring hamlets as we
experience more frequent, severe storms. CHA will remain vigilant and keep track of
what planning and zoning officials in Middletown and Shandaken are doing, to help
make sure the AIP safeguards are respected during construction, and to reduce the
threat of flooding and other negative impacts.

Regarding economic impacts, CHA and other citizen’s groups should also remain
vigilant. CHA commissioned two independent economic analyses, one in 2013 and
another in 2014, which found that the full build-out, two-hotel version of the project
(the version that has been permitted) was so oversized and out of scale with its
surroundings that it was likely to fail economically and to harm local business and the
local economy. The analyses showed Crossroads’ financial projections were based on
preposterous projections and comparables. For example, Crossroads claimed the Resort
would command the same revenue per available room (RevPar) as top-tier, five-star,
international destination ski resorts in the Rocky Mountains, including Aspen, Vail,
Telluride, Deer Valley and Jackson Hole. In order for the 629-room Resort not to
cannibalize business from the existing inventory of overnight lodging units along Route
28, it would have to attract more skiers per lodging unit than Killington/Pico, VT, Lake
Placid, NY, Vail, CO, and Mammoth Mountain, CA; and it would need to equal that of
the four-mountain Aspen, CO complex. It’s highly doubtful, to say the least, the Resort
can meet these projections.

Since Crossroads issued their projections, things have changed in our region.  In recent
years online rental services like Airbnb and a welcome growth trend in small, sustainable
businesses have reoriented the Catskills tourism economy. This is a welcome change
CHA and others have worked to bring about. Real, substantive economic and community
development comes from local businesses and entrepreneurs whose work expands
community assets, helps meet local needs and contributes to local stability. Organic
farms, farm to table restaurants, green markets, craft breweries and other locally
produced goods, recreation outfitters, and online room rentals are all succeeding and
contributing to the local economy. They’re also attracting a growing number of visitors to
the Catskills who want these things. 

CHA has championed this exciting and hopeful trend, for example by supporting
sustainable development projects like trail networks and attracting film production and
arts tours. We hoped more small local businesses would pop up, the local economy
would be increasingly focused on the Catskills’ unique natural beauty and culture, and
that more tourism dollars would go to local people rather than to a large corporation. 
Now it’s happening, and it’s great to see. We will redouble our efforts to nurture this
trend, and keep working with the community to ensure tourism dollars flow to local
business, hamlets, and households, making our local economy stronger and more
resilient.

But for the Belleayre Resort, this trend also means that it is now even less likely that
Crossroads’ inflated economic and visitorship projections can pan out, since it has
additional local competition for accommodations and since a growing number of
Catskills visitors are coming for something very different from a resort experience. It
also means that the Resort won’t just be competing with existing tourism businesses for
visitors, it will also be competing directly with residents who count on income from
online rental service guests. The plan for the Resort that has been permitted is an old
one that hasn’t bothered to take these local economic trends, or for that matter,
accelerating climate change and shrinking ski seasons, into account. Crossroads has
shown little interest in changing its plan to accommodate local needs or new realities.

That makes it all the more important that if the project moves forward, CHA and other
citizen’s groups watch the Resorts impacts carefully and speak up for the health of our
local economy and environment. We intend to monitor the Resort’s oversight by local,
county, state, and other agencies to assure that the developers and their successors
comply with all applicable regulations and the terms and conditions of associated
permits and approvals. 

To be clear, CHA was never against the Resort itself, and certainly not against economic
development. In fact, we have always supported investing in upgrading the Belleayre
Mountain Ski Center as a means of furthering economic development, and that included
favoring some modest adjacent private resort development. But we insisted that the
development must be realistic, and that it must help our region instead of enriching
developers at the expense of our environment, economy and taxpayers. As the permitted
project seeks financing to move toward construction, we will continue that work, and
invite others to do so, too. For the Resort to benefit our communities, citizens will have
to stay informed, engaged, and vigilant.
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Energy Corner by Nivo Rovedo

Another Strong Warning to Move the World to Renewable Energy

News reports came out on October 7 (on news platforms that are not trying to ignore the
problem) of the latest findings from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a
group of scientists convened by the United Nations to guide world leaders. Here’s a link
to the article in the NY Times.

Australia has been suffering one of the most intense droughts of the past century, and meteorologists believe
that it is only going to get worse. This map from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) show how the

country has been getting increasingly dry since 2010, showing next to no average rainfall across the majority
of the country from April 1st to August 6th this year.

The findings are extremely dire, and do not place the devastating consequences of global
warming at some distant future time, but at 2040. If our greenhouse gas emissions
continue at the current rate, the scientists conclude the atmosphere will warm up by as
much as 2.7 degrees F (1.5 degrees C) above preindustrial levels by 2040, inundating
coastlines, intensifying droughts and poverty, with worsening extreme storms and
wildfires, affecting our ability to grow crops and harvest the oceans.

As Al Gore warned in “An Inconvenient Truth”, these catastrophic results will challenge
civil society. For a hint of how society can unravel, look at Syria’s civil war. It is often not
mentioned that its roots can be traced to some extent to climate change, when our
warming atmosphere exacerbated a long term drought in the region. When farmers
started to peacefully march six years ago to ask for government assistance and action to
help in this situation, the government saw it as a threat to its power and stability, and
violently repressed the protests. The resulting civil war continues to this day, with the
Syrian people starving, beleaguered, repressed, causing mass migrations that have
destabilized Europe, giving authoritarian politicians a source of fear among constituents,
with which to manipulate the populace to further their autocratic goals.

To avoid the worst effects of climate change, the panel’s report states that, by 2050, use
of coal to generate electricity needs to drop from nearly 40% today to between 1 and 7%;
renewable energy such as wind and solar, which make up about 20% of the electricity
mix today, would have to increase to as much as 67%. Carbon taxes are floated as a
possible incentive to achieve this goal. The technology exists, but time is running out, the
needed changes are massive, and there is too much complacency on the part of people
and governments. We the People must realize we are destroying our own near future,
and make sure we demand those in power to act, to move our energy economy to
renewables, push research for renewable energy storage, start including the cost of
health and environmental effects of fossil fuel burning in the energy prices. The needed
changes are indeed formidable at this point, but we need to start, we need to hurry, and
we need governmental, worldwide leadership to do it.

With this as context, what does the Trump administration do? As expected, its actions
are the opposite of what science, common good, and common sense would dictate:
Trump encourages burning coal.

In Synpase Energy Economics, there is an article on the Trump administration’s
proposed replacement of the Obama era Clean Power Plan, CPP (which was stayed by the
Supreme Court due to challenges from certain states). Read the article.

The Trump proposal, called the Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) rule, changes the role of
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in regulating coal and, if implemented,
would remove several federal barriers to increasing coal-powered generation from
existing plants. ACE changes how EPA defines the “best system of emission
reduction” (BSER) for coal, limits certain EPA authorities to an advisory position rather
than stipulating goals, and eases the regulatory requirements by extending the
implementation timetable, so that the 19 months allowed for implementation in CPP
expands possibly to 7 years.

In the new definition of BSER, while the CPP specified a BSER that
“involved systemwide reductions in emissions from sources that could include
renewables, energy efficiency, increased utilization of gas plants, and heat rate
improvement (HRI, a metric of generation efficiency by fossil fuel energy input per unit
of useful energy output) at coal plants, ACE limits its BSER to HRI only…. It is a plant-
specific indicator that is designed to narrow the scope for EPA coal regulation. Since the
new measure only addresses the per-unit resource intensity of coal power production, it
opens the door to an increased level of coal generation in the nation’s generation
portfolio.” 

Furthermore, current regulations requires plants to submit to a review to secure a permit
for any change that will significantly increase total emissions over the course of a year,
but with ACE the review will be triggered only if a change will increase maximum per-
hour emissions; this is a loophole in which a coal plant might adopt one or more
candidate technologies to improve its efficiency, leading to greater utilization
and increased aggregate emissions, all without triggering any review. 

The EPA modeled several scenarios using ACE and CPP implementation, finding that 
ACE will only slightly reduce greenhouse gas emissions: ACE is projected to reduce
power sector CO2 emissions in 2030 by only 1 percent relative to a no-CPP baseline ,
and compared to the CPP, emissions are projected to be three percent higher. Moreover,
emissions of other pollutants (sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides) are also projected
to be higher than they would have been under the CPP. So ACE is a large step
backwards.

In some encouraging news, Governor Cuomo announced New York will utilize the $127.7
million received from the 2016 Volkswagen settlement to increase the number of electric
vehicles and other clean vehicles in the state, including new buses, trucks, locomotives,
ferries, tug boats, and cargo handling equipment, as well as the availability of electric
vehicle charging equipment statewide. The NYS DEC collaborated with NYSERDA, the
New York Power Authority, state DOT, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey,
and others, to develop Clean Transportation NY — NY’s plan to strategically invest
settlement resources for maximum benefit and to build on New York’s national
leadership on clean energy and climate change. The funds were secured through the
Attorney General’s settlement with Volkswagen over VW’s emission cheating scandal.
The state’s strategically leveraged investment of settlement funds is anticipated to result
in at least $300 million spent on clean vehicles and infrastructure on New York’s
roadways.

Renewable power in NYS was delivered a blow by the replacement of net metering for
solar energy provided back to the grid with a new rate structure called VDER (value of
distributed electrical resources). While net metering provided solar adopters, such as
homeowners, payment for the energy they provide back into the grid at the same rate
they pay for it from the grid,  VDER is a more complicated formula for the solar-
supplied energy which results in much more uncertainty (and generally lower) payback
for solar projects. It is reported that this has resulted in a 73% drop in investment for
first quarter of 2018 vs 2017. A bill called A10474 seeks to get Long Island Power
Authority to return to net metering; the bill’s present state is “referred to rules”, the step
before passage in the Assembly. The Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter is active in the
campaign to stop VDER and bring back net metering, as led by our allies at the Energy
Democracy Alliance.

To close on a somewhat positive note, renewable energy is quite popular among the
general population, although utilities are attempting to throttle back delivering
renewables for this enthusiasm. An article from Vox says utilities are in a difficult
political situation in regards to 100% renewable energy — they do not want to do it, but
it is so popular that they are struggling to make their case against it. Messaging and
narrative from the utilities figure prominently in the article.  “The Sierra Club notes that
so far in the U.S., more than 80 cities, five counties, and two states have committed to
100 percent renewables. Six cities have already hit the target. The group RE100 tracks
152 private companies across the globe that have committed to 100 percent renewables,
including Google, Ikea, Apple, Facebook, Microsoft, Coca-Cola, Nike, GM, and, uh, Lego.
... cumulatively, they are beginning to add up. Even if policymakers never force power
utilities to produce renewable energy through mandates, if all the biggest customers
demand it, utilities will be mandated to produce it in all but name. The rapid spread and
evident popularity of the 100 percent target has created an alarming situation for power
utilities. As an industry, they tend to be extremely small-c conservative. They do not like
the idea of being forced to transition entirely to renewable energy, certainly not in the
next 10 to 15 years.”
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Legislative Corner by Bob Heinemann

The New York Legislature left much undone and unaddressed during their last session in
Albany. Fortunately, the recent off year election has provided real hope for progress next
year as the State Senate flipped from deadlocked to a very strong Democratic majority.
The Assembly remains strongly Democratic. Our hope for action must now become
reality in 2019. Nothing is ever assured, so it is as important as ever to continue to
encourage our elected New York State representatives to sponsor and pass urgent
environmental legislation. Bills that were ignored must be reintroduced, and the details
will matter.

Here are some of the major environmental issues that must be negotiated and passed in
the coming term.

A single use plastic bag ban must be passed state wide and enforced. The ban must
be mandatory. It is not acceptable merely to substitute paper bags for plastic ones.
The contentious issue of a fee on all reusable paper bags distributed in NY must
also be included in a bill.

Wetlands maps already available finally must be released. The State has held back
for years on issuing state protection for 50,000 acres of wetlands. In order to
release these maps without an unnecessary cost to the State’s budget due to
archaic published notice requirements, a wetlands bill must include the sensible
change to first class mail notice to adjacent land owners.

The threat of off shore oil and gas development in the coastal waters of NY must
be blocked. Drilling must be prevented, and the ban on fracking in New York State
should be codified in law. In addition, other states, most noticeably Pennsylvania,
must be banned from exporting their polluted fracking waste water to NY.

A comprehensive food waste bill requiring the largest generators of excess food to
reuse and recycle food on a weekly basis to food banks is not only environmentally
smart but socially responsible. Methane is a byproduct of rotting unused food
which adds to global warming.

Harmful insecticides, herbicides and fertilizers have been banned or severely
limited in other western countries, yet they are available and in high use here. This
is a clear public health issue, as well as a significant threat to ecosystems, animal
species and fisheries. Pollinators, especially bees, are being decimated by
neonicotinoids, and nitrogen fertilizers are making harmful algal blooms in NY
waterways an annual summer event.

Renewable energy from wind farms, solar panels and geothermal heating and
cooling must become the mandated priority goal of the New York Power Authority
as it finally modernizes operations on an expedited basis.

The use of large nets called “purse seines” to harvest menhaden, also catch
numerous other marine animals in a single cast. These nets must be strictly
regulated and banned to prevent the crashing of this species by overfishing.

A significant carbon tax should be implemented to speed the transition to
renewable energy so urgent goals may be met to limit the ongoing annual world
temperature increase. Storms are becoming frequent and more extreme, coastlines
around the world are flooding and massive population dislocations will occur
without urgent action.

These important environmental issues must compete for legislative attention among
many other matters that have been put off to the distant future for far too long. Sierra
will continue to push urgently for necessary legislation so that the opportunity we have
been given by the citizens of New York is seized next year and not deferred again to
some distant future year. The planet’s clock is ticking and further delay is untenable.

The time is now. We have no more time to waste.
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Programs by JoyAnn Savino

This past year featured many very interesting Mid-Hudson Group programs including:
bird migrations, caving, electric vehicles, wetlands, Native American trail systems,
raptors, gardening for beneficial insects, Hudson River water protection. We hope to
have more exciting programs this coming fall through the spring of 2019. If you have a
suggestion for a program topic please contact me. Join our Meetup Group to be kept
informed about upcoming programs.

Outings by Andy Moss

The Sierra Club website has undergone a major re-design. You will find it easier to
navigate, easier to find out what your Sierra Club is doing to protect our environment
and easier to find and sign up for outdoor adventures. Remember, new national and
international outings will be posted sometime in December so check back to see what
new trips are available. Use the “Get Outside” link at the top of the home page. Visit
SierraClub.org.

Glacial lake in the eastern Sierra Nevada

Leading hikes and outings is very rewarding. If you are interested in learning more about
how you can become a Sierra Club Outings Leader, email me at andy@hvi.net or call me
any time at 845-336-5446.
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Fundraising by David Friedman

Sierra Club Calendars
Each year. the Mid-Hudson Group, your local group of the Sierra Club, sells Sierra Club
Wall and Desk Calendars as a service and to raise much needed funds for our Group.
They are being sold for the Mid-Hudson Sierra Group with the net proceeds benefiting
this local environmental organization. They are available for purchase at Barner Books in
New Paltz (3 Church Street) or through the Barner Books website (see links below to
purchase online). Both are $12.00 each (plus shipping if ordered online).

Wilderness Wall Calendar
 

Engagement Calendar
(one week per page, 53 full color pictures)

_____________________________

Make A Gift - Make A Difference
Our local group depends on the support of volunteers and the generosity of our
membership. The work of the group takes Sierra Club volunteer effort, and of course
funds. We hope that you will consider making a gift to the Mid-Hudson group of the
Sierra Club. In these turbulent times it’s vital that we all do what we can to speak out
and work for the protection of our environment and the future of our world. We
welcome and appreciate your support, and encourage you to consider providing financial
support for our efforts. Our mailing address is at the bottom of this newsletter.

To speak about specific opportunities, or with any questions, please contact
David Friedman, Friedman_David@msn.com or our Treasurer Ralph
Pollard, ralphpollard@verizon.net.

_____________________________

Tag Sale Report

Paula’s Public House in Poughkeepsie was, once again, the site of our annual tag sale on
September 22nd. We are extremely grateful for the use of this location, which has
excellent drive-by exposure. We’re also most grateful to the Beacon Sloop Club for
lending us their tables this year, saving us considerable expense. And much gratitude is
due to all who donated items for the sale, as well as those who supported our group with
their purchases — and to our incredible VOLUNTEERS!!
 
We had exceptional volunteer help this year, even though we grossed less than in prior
years. We had about 17 people doing myriad tasks before, during, and after the sale:
preparing the site, transporting the tables to and from Beacon, setting up the
merchandise starting at 7 am, staffing the tables all day, and helping with clean-up at
the end. 
 
The weather was great, and our volunteers enjoyed socializing with other Sierrans while
contributing to the support of our group and the environment by passing on good, usable
items to other people, not the waste stream. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!
 
We’re not sure why we seemed to have considerably fewer customers than prior years,
though it may be related to the fact that the Stormville airport site was holding a huge
tag sale event that very same day!
 
We welcome any ideas that might increase our revenues and enhance the success of the
tag sale. Please send any suggestions you might have to Marie at
mariehvwdk@gmail.com.
 
Marie Caruso and Joanne Steele, Tag Sale Co-Chairs
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Visit our Mid-Hudson Group Website
Visit our Facebook Page

Visit our Meetup website for Programs and Outings

Contact us:
Email: midhudsonsierra@twc.com

Mail: Mid-Hudson Sierra Club, PO Box 1012, Poughkeepsie, NY 12602

You can find the names of our Executive Committee members on our website:
Go to our Contact page

If you no longer wish to receive our Newsletter by email you can unsubscribe 
by sending an email request to Dave Thomas at dave@davidalexanderthomas.com.
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