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Chair’s Corner by Bob Heinemann

Mid Hudson tallied it’s votes for our Executive Committee at our December meeting and
held Officer elections in January. David Friedman and JoyAnn Savino were re-elected;
and, a new Board member, Sarah Kennedy, was elected, to the ExCom. Their terms are
for three years and run until December 31, 2021.

Officer positions are for one year at a time. I was re-elected as Chair, and Alison White
was elected as Vice Chair. Both positions run until December 31, 2019. Ralph Pollard
continues as our Treasurer.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

As we start a new year, we must remind ourselves that the effort to secure our
environment is never ending. The clock on global climate change is ticking faster and
faster. Progress has been much too slow.

As a nation, the United States has been losing ground. The global effects on weather are
now evident even in winter, as we have experienced this season. Arctic cold blasts into
the Mideast and Northeast are misunderstood by an empty suit and empty head in the
White House. The world’s scientists know it is the result of excessive use of fossil fuels,
methane gas releases from food waste and melting permafrost, and the rise in ocean
temperatures world wide that are causing a rapidly warming planet with extreme
weather conditions in all seasons.

One example of why we can never rest on small victories: even though New York State
was the first state to ban hydro-fracking we have not successfully protected our fresh
water due to fracking in neighboring states. The Delaware River Basin Commission
which is comprised of the governors of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Delaware, and a regional U.S. Army Corps engineer will vote soon on proposed
regulations to permanently ban fracking in a basin region that extends well north of the
Catskill mountains to the Delaware Bay south of New Jersey.

Sierra Club Atlantic and many other environmental groups support a petition effort to
ban fracking or fracking waste within the Delaware Basin. New York State Senator Liz
Krueger said it best by stating “The dangers of fracking have been well established, to the
point that New York state has banned the practice outright. So it makes no sense to
allow fracking or fracking waste anywhere near the Delaware watershed, or to let this
pristine public water resource be used to support fracking operations elsewhere.”

Staying after fracking is just one, of many, regional issues. Protecting the Hudson River
from anchorages and storm surge barriers are others. We also need to move forward
much more rapidly with the transition from gas and oil usage to 100 percent green
energy within the next ten to 20 years. Articles on Energy, Legislation, the ongoing study
on Hudson River surge barriers, and Conservation in this issue of Fresh Air discuss
important environmental issues and provide links to additional information on green
energy initiatives and bills supported by the Sierra Club in the New York legislature.
Please continue to be actively involved in supporting environmental initiatives in your
community and statewide.

Let’s join together to make 2019 the year that New York environmentalists helped to
slow global warming and provide hope for future generations to maintain a viable and
livable planet Earth.
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* * * Our Annual Member Party is coming this May * * *
This year there will be live music, lots of fun and a new venue.

More details to come.
 

Conservation Corner by Joanne Steele

As Pete Seeger said, “Participation — that's what's gonna save the human race.”

GlidePath finds the right Path

And so it did in the matter of the Glide Path’s plans for a fossil-fuel, diesel backup for a
20MW electric generating plant in the Town of Ulster. The plan is now changed. As
Rebecca Martin, Director of Kingston Citizens (KingstonCitizens.org) and Lead Organizer
of our efforts informed us:

“A controversial proposed power plant in the Town of Ulster will be re-sited and re-
born as a renewable energy project that “eliminates all fossil fuel generators that were
initially proposed in 2017 as part of a hybrid design, and will instead use a battery-
only system to provide 20 megawatts (MW) of energy storage to support the electric
grid in Ulster County and the surrounding region”.

This change happened thanks to a partnership among many community groups and local
governments led by KingstonCitizens.org. They include TownOfUlsterCitizens.org, Scenic
Hudson, Citizens For Local Power, CAPP-NY, Catskill Mountainkeeper, Food and Water
Watch, Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, Kingston Land Trust, Riverkeeper, Sierra Club of
the Mid-Hudson Valley, Sustainable Hudson Valley and the Woodstock Land
Conservancy.

The coalition helped to guide the public through each step of the State Environmental
Review Process (SEQR) throughout GlidePath’s Lincoln Park gas-fired power plant
proposed in the Town of Ulster…the partners respond to and celebrate the good news
announced by the Town of Ulster:

“I (James E. Quigley 3rd, Supervisor) couldn’t be more grateful to our
group of dedicated coalition partners for their collaborative efforts to
transform a fossil fuel project into a renewable one. They worked tirelessly
to provide support to not only the public but also our elected and appointed
officials for the past 16 months. The innovative and forward thinking
approach advocated by our elected officials — and especially our County
Executive Mike Hein — will benefit the Town of Ulster and County for years
to come and, more broadly, communities across New York State who can
implement similar localized collaborative efforts.”

________________________________________

The Tractor Protest

And here's more Participation. Although New York banned fracking in 2014, activists
say the massive 1,100-megawatt gas-fired powered Cricket Valley Plant, located in
Wingdale, NY close to the Connecticut border will rely on imports of fracked gas from
other states. The plant has had all of its permits in place since 2012. The only
intervention that will stop this plant is Gov Cuomo. Yet, participation, yours, is necessary
for the Governor to act.

Desperate to gain public attention,
three farmers and one activist
intervened in your place. On
January 16 Connecticut police
arrested four people as they chained
themselves to a tractor to block a
road to the construction site. The
three farmers and the social justice
activist that were arrested were
released by the Connecticut court.
The judge had wanted more serious
charges, but their attorney (licensed
in NY and in CT) got them off with
disorderly conduct. So they all went
home exhausted, sentenced to “community service”. (To me, they have done us all a
mighty community service already!)

They will be forming a legal fund very soon for the attorney and for certain other
expenses like the tractor. The CT farmers bought the broken down old tractor that just
barely made it to the site (they repaired it en route). It was confiscated by the police
since it was used in committing of disorderly conduct (and community service). Visit
their Facebook page to learn more.

________________________________________

Defending the Rights of Nature

And more Participation to defend the Rights of Nature. Rather than treating nature as
property under the law, rights of nature acknowledges that nature in all its life forms
has the right to exist, persist, maintain and regenerate its vital cycles. Further, we —
the people — have the legal authority and responsibility to enforce these rights on behalf
of ecosystems.

The ecosystem itself can be named as the injured party, with its own legal standing
rights, in cases alleging rights violations. This principle has been advance by, among
others, the Citizens Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF) which is a non-profit,
public interest law firm providing free and affordable legal services to communities
facing threats to their local environment, local agriculture, local economy, and quality of
life. Its mission is to build sustainable communities by assisting people to assert and
exercise their right to local self-government and the rights of nature.

Ohioans have stepped up to defend their right to Direct Democracy through initiative
and referendum provided them under the Ohio Constitution, in order to defend the
Rights of Nature in Ohio. (New York does not yet offer us Direct Democracy) With
CLDEFs help, Members of seven Ohio community groups — from the cities of
Youngstown, Toledo and Columbus, as well as Portage, Medina, Athens and Meigs
counties — have filed suit against their respective Boards of Elections and the Ohio
Secretary of State, in the U.S. Northern District Court in Youngstown, Ohio. The
complaint alleges that these officials have violated the plaintiffs’ constitutional rights of
freedom of speech, right of assembly, right to petition the government for redress of
grievances, right to vote, right of due process, and right of local, community self-
government.

All of the plaintiff communities have collected signatures to place initiatives on the ballot
at some point between 2015 and 2018. All the communities have been blocked from the
ballot by the defendants’ unlawful actions. The complaint describes these actions as
“placing unlawful blockades, insurmountable hurdles, and arbitrary and irrational
procedures between the people of Ohio and their exercise and enjoyment of direct
democracy.”

Susie Beiersdorfer, Youngstown Plaintiff summed it up:

“Our government is based on the premise that the people create government
to protect their rights and that when government is no longer doing that,
the people have the right to alter, reform or abolish that government and
form a new one that does…. When the very government that is violating the
people’s rights is blocking them from making change, we cannot accept
this. We need to challenge it and protect our right to self-govern. In Ohio
we need to protect our right to direct democracy through the initiative
process. That is what this lawsuit is about.”

Go Ohioans! Now, about our lack of Direct Democracy in New York.... Get Busy!

________________________________________

Welcome to Earth, standing room only...

Ordering “NOW, STOP THAT!” doesn't stop us humans from having the most fun we
can have without laughing. Just take a look at Population Connection's (formerly Zero
Population Growth) video, their World Population “dot” video! We Earthlings have
squeezed out other species that we ourselves need to survive by encroaching on formerly
shared habitats and/or poisoning their (and our) habitats. We need food but arable land
is decreasing with global warming.

The United Nations predicts that the human
population is heading towards 11 billion people by
2100, but other experts predict it will level off
between 8 and 9 billion by taking into account an
accelerating decline in fertility as a result of
urbanization. In 2007, for the first time in human
history, the majority of people in the world lived in
cities. By mid-century, it will be two-thirds.
Importantly, a woman who moves to a city has
greater access to media, to schools, and to the
support of other women. She demands greater
autonomy. And many women who are able to
exercise control over their own bodies decide to
have fewer children.

Another benefit to Earth is that urbanization produces a marked decrease in carbon
emissions per person — people using public transport, for example — and as people
move to the city, marginal farmland reverts to bush, a natural carbon sink and a boon to
wildlife.

Then, there’s food. New research by the University of Sheffield’s (UK) Grantham Centre
for Sustainable Futures has calculated that nearly 33% of the world’s adequate or high-
quality food-producing land has been lost at a rate that far outstrips the pace of natural
processes to replace diminished soil. The continual ploughing of fields, combined with
heavy use of fertilizers, has degraded soils across the world, their research found, with
erosion occurring at a pace of up to 100 times greater than the rate of soil formation. (It
takes around 500 years for just 2.5 cm of topsoil to be created amid unimpeded
ecological changes.)

Some 40% of the world’s land surface is used for the purposes of keeping all 7 billion of
us fed — although some of us, more than others. And the vast majority of that land —
about 30% of the word’s total ice-free surface — is used not to raise grains, fruits and
vegetables that are directly fed to human beings, but to support the chickens, pigs and
cattle that we eventually eat. Oooppps! Oooppps! Oooppps!

________________________________________

Giant Storm Surge Barrier Proposal for New York Harbor
by Alison White 

Last year, the Army Corps of Engineers posted notice about the result of a study it did on
how to protect New York Harbor from storm surge such as occurred during Hurricane
Sandy. They listed six different alternatives:

Alternative 1 is to do nothing.
Alternatives 2, 3A, 3B and 4 involve massive in-water barriers that almost entirely
block either the Hudson River or its tributaries. Alternatives 2 and 3A call for
barriers that would entirely close off New York Harbor and the Hudson River from
the Atlantic ocean.
Alternative 5 involves shoreline-based levees, floodwalls and dunes. This
alternative could be started immediately, is more adaptable over time, and allows
the Hudson River to flow as it always has.

The hydrodynamic and
environmental impacts of in-
water barriers would surely be
substantial and have not yet
been studied or evaluated. They
would restrict the tidal flow as
well as sediment and
contaminant transport, and fish
migration. They would restrict
rainstorm flood waters from
leaving the Hudson and allow
sewage and other pollution to
accumulate along the river.
While they may address storm
surge in the short term, they
would likely cause catastrophic
long-term effects for the Hudson
River. The first version of the
proposals did not address sea
level rise, which would
eventually overcome these
barriers.

The study impacts 2157 square miles, including 25 counties with 16 million residents. Yet
the Army Corps held very few public meetings to discuss these proposals, and intended
to fast-track the process. But once the news got out, thousands of people, organizations
and communities spoke out against the idea of building massive barriers in New York
Harbor. Public outcry has resulted in more time to weigh the options and more money
for a complete review before the Corps advances any of the six plans.

Instead of following the initial timetable that would have called for narrowing the set of
plans down to one or two finalists in the fall of 2018, the Corps will release an interim
report discussing the six plans on February 19. This interim report purports to take sea
level rise into consideration, but still leaves all six proposals on the table. The Corps says
that it will hold public meetings in March and April of 2019. Watch for an
announcement with the meeting schedule – last year one was held in Poughkeepsie.
Public participation is important here – without it we would already be looking at a plan
in the works.
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Political Corner by Alison White

With Ulster County Executive Mike Hein’s planned resignation to take a position in the
Cuomo administration, there will likely be a special election in the April/May timeframe,
depending on Hein's resignation date.

There will NOT be a traditional primary for the County Executive Special Election.
Instead, both Democratic and Republican Ulster County committees will hold
conventions to vote on a candidate to be placed on the Special Election ballot. In other
words, rather than having a primary for the selection, the candidate will be selected by
the committee members.

If you want to influence which candidate is selected to be on the Special Election ballot,
lobby your Democratic or Republican committee member. So far, the following list of
people have declared their intent to run.
Democratic:
   Pat Strong: Website | Facebook
   Pat Ryan: Facebook
   Marc Rider: Facebook
Republican:
   Ken Ronk: Facebook

Other News:
With the new voting laws now passed into law, New York State is moving to ONE
Primary in June. Therefore, candidates seeking to run in the June Primary, for the 2019
elections need to collect petition signatures starting the last week of February.
Remember - voters can sign only ONE candidate’s petition. Elections that occur in odd-
numbered years like 2019 are those for city, town and village offices.

Political action requires that you know how to reach your
representatives. Use these links to find their contact information:

Find your state Senator
Find your state Assemblyman

Find your Senator
Find your Congressional Representative

back to top

Energy Corner by Nivo Rovedo

A New Year...But Will It Be Better, or More of the Same (or Worse)?

We start 2019 with hope on the political front with Democrats holding a majority in the
U.S. House of Representatives and, closer to home, the NYS Senate, Assembly, and
governorship in Democratic hands. Generally, the policies associated with the Democrats
have been more eco-friendly than those of the Republicans, including an awareness that
climate change is caused by human activity and that our nation must endeavor to fight
global warming. Perhaps there is some hope that the nonsensical, anti-scientific,
dangerous policies of the Trump administration toward the environment may be
thwarted.

One hopeful sign for NYS came in messages sent by Gov. Cuomo in the State of the State
address this year. A press release from the Sierra Club provided a very positive summary
of key points around renewable energy.

New York’s “Green New Deal”: The Governor restated his December goal of
making New York 100 percent carbon neutral by 2040. The Administration will
map how New York will achieve carbon neutrality, while providing a just and fair
transition for communities and workers.
Increased Clean Energy Standard Target: New York is now the second state
after Hawaii with the most ambitious clean energy targets in the nation, with a
new goal of sourcing 70 percent of New York’s electricity from renewable energy
by 2030, doubling the current targets for energy storage, distributed solar, large
scale solar and wind, and quadruples the offshore wind targets.
Increased Green Infrastructure and Jobs: With the Governor committing to
building nearly four times more offshore wind by 2035 than he initially stated, this
is the most ambitious offshore wind generation commitment in the country, with
NY nearly tripling the offshore wind commitment that any state has made to this
point. Additionally, about $200 million of the budget will be invested in building
offshore wind ports and clean energy job training centers. (The state will capture
major components of the supply chain for wind development along the Mid-
Atlantic and Northeast, will have long term careers available at family wages, and
will get a substantial portion of the long term jobs in our region.)
Clean Transportation and Congestion Pricing: The Governor urged the
legislature to pass congestion pricing legislation to make the Metro Transit
Authority (MTA) in NYC more reliable, as it is estimated that the state would make
$15 billion with congestion pricing to invest back into the MTA. He also committed
to over $3 billion in funding for clean energy and clean transportation
infrastructure for electric vehicles and charging infrastructure. (However, he fell
short in setting an enforceable commitment to reducing emissions from New
York’s transportation sector, the economic sector responsible for the most
climate/carbon pollution in New York State.)

Lisa Dix, Senior NY Campaign Manager for the Sierra Club, noted how much money is
budgeted toward these goals:

$10 billion “Green Future Fund” that supports climate priorities and emissions
reduction goals
$70 million to provide initial funding for communities affected by the clean energy
transition
$250 million for NY Power Authority to build a backbone charging infrastructure
across the state
$3 million for EV and additional EV infrastructure

The off-shore wind (OSW) pronouncements seem very sensible and encouraging, but we
must remember that nothing is free, or easy. Because of concerns over wind
intermittency, a large percentage of fast-on/fast-off backup power is being required on-
shore at this point (often as fossil-fuel peaker plants) and grid infra-structure is needed
on shore as well to be able to accept this power. The OSW plans must mitigate any
potentially harmful impacts to sensitive marine eco-systems (effects on Right whale
migration, for example). And fisherman are very concerned about impacts to their
catches. The concerns and technical issues must be met; it requires hard work. But
perhaps we are starting to move in the right direction.

Other related news on the topic of energy:

New NYSERDA No-Cost Community Solar Program. The New York State Energy
& Research Development Agency has been awarded nine contracts to begin building
community solar projects throughout the state, primarily to benefit low-income New
Yorkers and allow generated savings to be credited against the customer’s electricity bill.
Read more.

Two US electric utilities
have promised to go
100% carbon-free; and
admit it’s cheaper. Xcel
Energy (serves communities
from MN to NM) and Platte
River Power Authority (CO)
announced it is more
economical to tear down
their coal plants and build
renewable energy plants
than to keep the old boilers
running. Read more.

China Approves 720MWh Battery Storage Pilot in Renewable Push. China is
steadily moving to increase adoption of clean energy. It has approved its first large
battery storage pilot project, with the goal to maximize clean energy output and improve
grid stability. Read more.

PBS Newshour had an interesting clip on tidal electricity generation being
developed in Scotland. It is about 2.5x the cost of wind at present, but it is
predictable and reliable, as well as soundless and non-visible. It works on the same
principle as wind power, except the fluid flowing to turn the blades is water, not air.
Read more.

Dutchess County Announces Formation of Climate Smart Communities
(CSC) Task Force. Announced December 11, 2018, the County is pursuing certification
as part of the CSC program, a statewide network of communities with common
environmental goals, including increased energy efficiency, increased use of renewable
energy and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. In addition to their beneficial impacts
on the environment, such actions can also reduce overall energy use and its associated
cost.

So generally, this all sounds encouraging for the fight against climate change. But time
will tell if these promises are fulfilled, and whether there is a positive impact in the end.
These actions are important to all of us, as they potentially affect the livability of our
region, the sea rise on our shores, the occurrence of natural disasters, and they impact
our pocketbooks via taxes. We need to hold our leaders, and ourselves, accountable for
the world we leave our children.

Questions on what you've read? Do you want to get involved in environmental or energy
issues locally? You can start by contacting me at rovedonivo@optonline.net. Please put

"Mid-Hudson SC" in the subject line. I would love to hear from you.
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Legislative Corner by Bob Heinemann

The political composition of the 2019 New York State Legislature provides hope for the
passage of significant and long overdue environmental bills. The 150 seat State Assembly
has 106 Democrats, and the 63 seat Senate has 39 Democrats. These are new, and very
comfortable majorities in each chamber. Yet, as nothing is ever certain in politics or in
life, it behooves all Sierra members to stay vigilant and encourage our elected
representatives to pass progressive environmental legislation.

The Governor’s recent State of the State address also was encouraging with his stated
goal of a 100 percent carbon neutral “Green New Deal” by 2040, and an intermediate
target of 70 percent by 2030. These are no longer distant targets, and the urgency is
greater than ever. New York State, and our country, must start meeting climate goals to
prevent the most serious and growing effects of a warming planet.

The Atlantic Chapter’s Conservation Director, Roger Downs, submitted budget testimony
on behalf of Sierra on January 23, 2019 (Read the letter by Roger Downs). Key issues
include those mentioned in the last issue of Fresh Air: banning plastic bags; release of
wetlands maps; preventing food waste through redistribution and composting; banning
offshore oil and gas drilling in New York’s waters; and protecting New Yorkers from
exposure to toxic chemicals, among many others. I want to highlight two core issues
which support the overall effectiveness of important existing and new environmental
laws.
 
The ability of the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to perform the
necessary task of monitoring environmental regulations and enforcement work to keep
our air, water, and soil safe and clean has been significantly diminished by a lack of
funding and staffing. New York State has suffered disproportionate federal funding cuts
over the past decade. It falls on New York State to refund and expand DEC.
 
Second, the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) must continued to be funded at $300
million each year as promised by Governor Cuomo. That funding level must be
maintained in future budget years and used exclusively for the core environmental
purposes intended.
 
The Atlantic Chapter issues brief Memorandums of Support throughout each legislative
session in support of bills that protect and preserve the environment. These
memorandums of support are posted on the Chapter’s website. All support memos since
2011 to the present are available on the website by the year issued. Many concern issues
pending once again in 2019 so they remain relevant. The bill numbers and exact text of
legislation are new each session, but the underlying reasons for Sierra’s support remain
largely the same.
 
Last, I call your attention to two recent 2019 memorandums of support posted on the
Chapter’s website. One supports a bill to prohibit the taking of menhaden, a keystone
food source species, by the use of large nets called “purse seines”. Read the memo. The
second memo supports an act to amend the environmental conservation law,
transportation law and navigation law to prohibit additional production of oil and
natural gas infrastructures in New York waters and the transport of oil or natural gas
from the North Atlantic Planning Area. Read the memo.
 
There is much to be optimistic about for the 2019 legislative session. However, Albany’s
agenda also is jam packed with many long neglected bills, and not just environmental
ones. All the more reason to stay aware of clean air and water bills supported by the
Sierra Club, and to keep up a steady dialogue with your elected representatives in
support of our climate, the health of our citizens, and the preservation of wildlife, soil
and natural spaces.
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Book Review by Sarah Kennedy

Have You Ever Really Loved a Tree?

The Overstory is a beautifully written novel by Richard
Powers. The book is full of close observations of nature,
told through the compelling voices of those who hold
extraordinary connections to the natural world. Here is a
brief excerpt:

“A man in the boreal north lies on his back on the
cold ground at dawn. His head extends from his
one-man tent, facing upwards. Five thin cylinders of
white spruce register the breeze above him. Gravity
is nothing. The evergreen tips sketch and scribble on
the morning sky. He’s never really thought about the
many miles a tree travels, in smallest cursive
increments, each hour of every day. Forever in
motion, these stationary things.”

During a discussion on sustainability held at the Lifelong Learning Institute at Vassar
College, a recommendation was made that it is extremely helpful to tell a story, as this
serves to better engage others in the fight for change. This book represents the fullness
of this idea. The first section is a set of gripping short stories in which the central
characters are introduced. They are the roots of what will follow. The other sections of
the novel are titled Trunk, Crown and Seeds.

While this novel is totally absorbing
as a story in and of itself, there is
much to learn through the reading;
both about nature, our sensitivity to
the natural world, and connectivity
both within that world and between
the world of nature and our own
world. The urgency of the struggle to
protect the natural world is clear
throughout.

As a personal aside, it was through
reading this novel that I learned the
Ginko is also known as the
Maidenhair tree. The Ginko is one
tree I particularly love.
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Trump Administration Environmental Record by Alison White

A Running List of How the Trump Administration is Changing
Environmental Policy

For the past two years, we've watched the Trump administration's assault on the
environment. From the start, they have made a concerted effort to remove
environmental protections, enable the fossil fuel industry's drilling and polluting
activities, and deny the reality of climate change.

This is in addition to other problematic aspects of the Trump presidency too numerous
to name here. With the almost daily news of some new Trump outrage, it's easy to lose
track of all of the ways in which his administration has been changing environmental
policy. Click here to see the complete timeline at the end of this email. Tthe Trump
Administration's environmental actions and policy changes are sourced from
nationalgeographic.com. The sheer volume is astounding and alarming.

Or... view it as a PDF document which can be printed and shared. A sample is
shown below. If you want more details, read the full National Geographic story.

Sample:
January 2019 Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke resigns, following a series of scandals in
which he is accused of using his position for personal gain.
January 2019 The nonprofit Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility
reports that the EPA's prosecutions for violations of environmental standards are at a
30-year low.
January 2019 Trump nominates acting EPA administrator Andrew Wheeler, a former
coal lobbyist who has largely continued Pruitt's legacy in office, to permanently head the
EPA. Wheeler must be confirmed by the US Senate.
December 2018 President Trump quietly issues an executive order to increase logging
of forests on federal land.
December 2018 The Trump administration lifts restrictions on greenhouse gas
emissions from coal power plants.

See the full list by using the links above. Please share it with your friends.
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Programs by JoyAnn Savino

Check our website and your email for news about our annual Member Party
in May. We hope to see you there.

We hope to have more exciting programs this coming spring of 2019. If you have a
suggestion for a program topic please contact me. Join our Meetup Group to be kept
informed about upcoming programs.

Outings by Andy Moss

This summer I will be leading a national trip for the Sierra Club: Red and White
Mountain and the Blue Lakes of the John Muir Wilderness, California. This is a
spectacular supported trekking trip from July 31st to August 11th in remote Sierra
Nevada mountain wilderness. Our packer’s mules will carry all our gear and prepare all
food. We need only carry a day pack, lunch, water and wilderness essentials. Experience
the beauty of the countless granite peaks, streams, lakes and meadows of the John Muir
Wilderness in California.

The Sierra Club website has undergone a major re-design. You will find it easier to
navigate, easier to find out what your Sierra Club is doing to protect our environment
and easier to find and sign up for outdoor adventures. Check out the hundreds of new
national and international Sierra Club trips just posted for 2019. Use the “Get Outside”
link at the top of the home page. Visit SierraClub.org.

Leading hikes and outings is very rewarding. If you are interested in learning more about
how you can become a Sierra Club Local or National Outings Leader, email me at
andy@hvi.net or call me any time at 845-336-5446.

back to top

Fundraising by David Friedman

Make A Gift - Make A Difference
Our local group depends on the support of volunteers and the generosity of our
membership. The work of the group takes Sierra Club volunteer effort, and of course
funds. We hope that you will consider making a gift to the Mid-Hudson group of the
Sierra Club. In these turbulent times it’s vital that we all do what we can to speak out
and work for the protection of our environment and the future of our world. We
welcome and appreciate your support, and encourage you to consider providing financial
support for our efforts. Our mailing address is at the bottom of this newsletter.

To speak about specific opportunities, or with any questions, please contact
David Friedman, Friedman_David@msn.com or our Treasurer Ralph
Pollard, ralphpollard@verizon.net.
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Visit our Mid-Hudson Group Website
Visit our Facebook Page

Visit our Meetup website for Programs and Outings

Contact us:
Email: midhudsonsierra@twc.com

Mail: Mid-Hudson Sierra Club, PO Box 1012, Poughkeepsie, NY 12602

You can find the names of our Executive Committee members on our website:
Go to our Contact page

If you no longer wish to receive our Newsletter by email you can unsubscribe 
by sending an email request to Dave Thomas at dave@davidalexanderthomas.com.

_________________________________________

A Running List of How the Trump Administration is 
Changing Environmental Policy

For the past two years, we've watched the Trump administration's assault on the
environment. From the start, they have made a concerted effort to remove
environmental protections, enable the fossil fuel industry's drilling and polluting
activities, and deny the reality of climate change.

This is in addition to other problematic aspects of the Trump presidency too numerous
to name here. With the almost daily news of some new Trump outrage, it's easy to lose
track of all of the ways in which his administration has been changing environmental
policy. Below is a timeline of their environmental actions and policy changes, sourced
from nationalgeographic.com. The sheer volume is astounding and alarming.

January 2019 Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke resigns, following a series of scandals in
which he is accused of using his position for personal gain.

January 2019 The nonprofit Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility
reports that the EPA's prosecutions for violations of environmental standards are at a
30-year low.

January 2019 Trump nominates acting EPA administrator Andrew Wheeler, a former
coal lobbyist who has largely continued Pruitt's legacy in office, to permanently head the
EPA. Wheeler must be confirmed by the US Senate.

December 2018 President Trump quietly issues an executive order to increase logging
of forests on federal land.

December 2018 The Trump administration lifts restrictions on greenhouse gas
emissions from coal power plants.

December 2018 The U.S. Interior Department moves forward with plans to ease
restrictions on oil and gas drilling across millions of acres of protected habitat in 11
western states where the imperiled greater sage grouse lives.

November 2018 Five oil and gas companies get the green light to use seismic airgun
blasts to search for lucrative oil and gas deposits that could be buried in the sea floor
from New Jersey to Florida. The proposal was shot down by the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management in 2017 after it was deemed unsafe for marine life.

November 2018 A federal judge in Montana blocks construction from beginning on
the Keystone XL pipeline.

November 2018 The trial in a climate change lawsuit brought by 21 youths is delayed
again, after a federal appeals court grants the Trump administration’s request that it
consider halting the case.

November 2018 The Supreme Court refuses to halt the trial in a case brought by 21
youths who sued the federal government for its role in causing global warming.

October 2018 After years of heated debate between conservationists and the petroleum
industry, the federally controlled waters of the U.S. Arctic are cleared for their first oil
and gas production wells. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management issues a permit to
Houston-based Hilcorp to move forward with drilling from an artificial island in the
Beaufort Sea.

October 2018 A week before the start of Juliana v. United States, a case brought by 21
children who sued the U.S. government for its role in causing climate change, the
government moves aggressively to end the case. After failing to convince the Supreme
Court to end the case in July, the Justice Department returns to the court to ask, in a
38-page filing, that the suit be blocked. Chief Justice John Roberts temporarily halts the
case while lawyers for the children prepare their response.

October 2018 Trump signs legislation to improve efforts to clean up plastic trash
from the world’s oceans.

October 2018 The EPA discontinues a scientific review panel that advises the agency
about safe levels of pollution in the air.

October 2018 Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke extends the life span of a ban on mining in
a 30,000-acre area of his home state near Yellowstone National Park to the maximum of
20 years, the maximum allowed without Congressional approval.

September 2018 The EPA announces new rollbacks to Obama-era climate change
policy, reducing requirements on oil and gas companies to monitor and mitigate releases
of methane from wells and other operations.

August 2018 The Trump administration announces a new EPA rule, the “Affordable
Clean Energy” rule, which dismantles Obama’s federal oversight over all American coal
plants and gives regulating authority to each state.

August 2018 The Trump administration announces a plan to dismantle an Obama-era
policy to increased vehicle mileage standards for cars made over the next decade. The
Obama rules were intended to limit vehicle emissions of greenhouse gasses that
contribute to climate change.

July 2018 The Supreme Court agrees that Juliana v. United States, a lawsuit filed by 21
children against the federal government over climate change can proceed, rejecting the
Trump Administration’s efforts to derail the case.

July 2018 The Trump administration proposes to make several key changes to the
Endangered Species Act, eliminating a rule that forbids referring to the economic
impacts of listing an endangered or threatened species, and removing a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service policy that states that by default, threatened species receive the full
protections of the Endangered Species Act.

July 2018 EPA administrator Scott Pruitt resigns after months of criticism and an ever-
growing pile of ethics scandals.

May 2018 The Trump administration ends NASA's Carbon Monitoring System, a $10-
million-per-year effort to fund pilot programs intended to improve the monitoring of
global carbon emissions.

April 2018 EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt proposes a rule that would only allow the
agency to consider in its rule making, scientific studies for which the underlying data are
made available publicly.

April 2018 EPA administrator Scott Pruitt announces that the U.S. government will
revisit the Obama administration's fuel efficiency standards for cars and light-duty
trucks – the first step in a rollback of one of the U.S.'s biggest efforts to curb carbon
emissions.

March 2018 Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke announces support for efforts to return the
grizzly bear to the North Cascades ecosystem.

March 2018 The U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) strikes “climate
change” and associated verbiage from its strategic plan, on the heels of one of the most
expensive years of natural disasters in modern U.S. history.

February 2018 In its preliminary 2019 budget, the Trump administration proposes
sweeping rollbacks to U.S. programs to study and mitigate the effects of climate change,
as well as cuts to research on renewable energy.

January 2018 Nine of the 12 members of the National Park System Advisory Board
resign, in protest of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke's refusal to meet with them.

December 2017 Reversing decades of precedent over 20 administrations, the Trump
administration decrees that it will no longer consider the accidental killing of birds—
from eagles colliding with wind turbines to ducks zapped on power lines—a violation of
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act

December 2017 Trump announces that the United States will no longer regard climate
change as a national security threat.

December 2017 Trump announced his intention to reduce the Bears Ears national
monument by 85%, and the Grand Staircase Escalante national monument by nearly one
half.

October 2017 The Department of Interior proposes auctioning off oil and gas leases for
77 million acres of federal waters within the Gulf of Mexico—the largest lease auction of
its kind ever announced.

October 2017 In a speech delivered in Hazard, Kentucky, EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt declares that he will sign a proposal to eliminate the Clean Power Plan, claiming
that “the war on coal is over.”

August 2017 The Trump administration suspends a study of health risks to residents
who live near mountaintop removal coal mine sites in the Appalachian Mountains.

August 2017 Trump signs an executive order revoking federal flood-risk standards that
incorporate rising sea levels predicted by climate science.

August 2017 In an about-face spurred by a 16-state lawsuit, the EPA drops its decision
to delay Obama-era regulations on ozone.

June 2017 Trump Administration cancels a rule that would help prevent endangered
whales and sea turtles from becoming entangled in fishing nets off the U.S. West Coast.

June 2017 Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke recommends shrinking Bears Ears National
Monument in southern Utah’s red rock country.

June 2017 Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke orders a review of an Obama administration
conservation plan to protect the greater sage grouse, to determine if that plan interferes
with Trump administration efforts to increase energy production on federal lands.

June 2017 President Trump pulls the U.S. out of the Paris climate agreement, steering
away from a group of 194 other countries that have promised to curb planet-warming
greenhouse gas emissions.

May 2017 President Trump sends his 2018 budget to Congress, calling for massive cuts
in scientific research and in many environmental programs that protect air and water.
The proposed budget, titled “A New Foundation for American Greatness,” slashes the
Environmental Protection Agency’s budget by 31 percent – a steeper cut than any other
agency.

May 2017 In a surprise 51-49 defeat, the U.S. Senate rejects a measure that would have
repealed Obama-era regulations on methane emissions.

May 2017 The EPA dismisses several members of the Board of Scientific Counselors, an
18-member advisory board that reviews the research of EPA scientists.

April 2017 President Trump signs an executive order to review Obama-era bans on
offshore oil and gas drilling in parts of the Arctic, Pacific, and Atlantic Oceans. The order
also halts the designation or expansion of National Marine Sanctuaries, unless the move
includes an Interior Department estimate of the area’s “energy or mineral resource
potential.”

April 2017 In a sweeping executive order with few precedents, Trump instructs Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke to review as many as 40 national monuments created since 1996 to
determine if any of Trump’s three predecessors exceeded their authority when protecting
large tracts of already-public land under the Antiquities Act of 1906.

April 2017 On Earth Day, thousands of scientists and science enthusiasts march
through Washington, D.C., voicing support for science’s role in society.

April 2017 An Interior Department official updates the department’s climate change
website, deleting most of its content.

April 2017 In an interview on “Fox & Friends,” EPA administrator Scott Pruitt calls for
the US to exit the Paris Climate Agreement.

April 2017 Staff members at EPA’s headquarters who specialize in climate change
adaptation are reassigned to other jobs.

April 2017 The White House announces that President Trump has donated the first
quarter of his salary ($78,333.32) to the National Park Service. However, Trump’s
preliminary 2018 budget calls for a $1.5-billion cut to the U.S. Department of the
Interior, to which the National Park Service belongs.

March 2017 In response to inquiries from the Sierra Club, the EPA’s Office of Inspector
General refers a Scott Pruitt television interview to the agency’s scientific integrity office
for review. In the interview, Pruitt downplayed carbon emissions’ central role in driving
Earth’s changing climate—a position at odds with scientific consensus.

March 2017 Against the advice of the EPA’s chemical safety experts, EPA administrator
Scott Pruitt rejects a decade-old petition asking that the EPA ban all use of the pesticide
chlorpyrifos. Research suggests that chlorpyrifos may be associated with brain damage in
children and farm workers, even at low exposures.

March 2017 President Trump signs an executive order that seeks to dismantle much of
the work on climate change enacted by the Obama administration. Most notably, the
executive order begins the process of rescinding the EPA's Clean Power Plan.

March 2017 The Trump administration grants a permit for the construction of the
Keystone XL pipeline.

March 2017 The rusty patched bumblebee officially becomes listed as an endangered
species, the first bumblebee and eighth U.S. bee species to receive federal protection.

March 2017 The White House releases its first budget under President Trump, which
outlines deep cuts to U.S. science and environmental agencies – notably EPA and NOAA.

March 2017 In a sharp break with scientific consensus, EPA administrator Scott Pruitt
declares that “carbon dioxide’s role in the Earth’s changing climate remains unclear”.

March 2017 The EPA’s Office of Science and Technology removes the word “science”
from its mission statement, substituting language emphasizing "economically and
technologically achievable performance standards".

March 2017 The EPA withdraws an Obama EPA request for more detailed information
on oil and natural-gas facilities aimed at tracking the industry’s methane and volatile
organic compound (VOC) emissions.

March 2017 Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke spends his first day on the job rescinding an
Obama-era prohibition of lead ammunition on federal lands and waters.

February 2017 The U.S. Senate confirms Scott Pruitt, leader of a 27-state lawsuit
against the Clean Power Plan, as the head of the EPA.

February 2017 President Trump signs a joint resolution passed by Congress revoking
the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Stream Protection Rule, reopening streams to
dumping of mining waste.

February 2017 The U.S. Senate confirms fossil fuel CEO Rex Tillerson as secretary of
state.

January 2017 The Trump administration removes all references to climate change from
the White House’s website, triggering calls for a Scientists March on Washington.

January 2017 President Trump issues several memoranda aiming to hasten permits for
the Dakota Access and Keystone XL oil pipelines.

December 2016 Fearing that the incoming Trump administration may attempt to
delete or bury U.S. climate databases, scientists back up important data bases in “data
refuges”. The Environmental Data and Governance Initiative is born.

November 2016 Trump wins election.
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