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Recommended:   View this in your browser.

FOJG meetings will continue to be held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
at the Science Museum -- but in a different room.   Look for directions as
you enter the main doors.  Meetings are free and open to the public! 

February 13. 2018
7:00 Science Museum of Virginia

 
"Dominion Energy's Regulations

in Virginia"

Vivian Thomson will talk about and read from her 2017
book, Climate of Capitulation a book about Dominion's
influence on state government and regulations.  An expert in
environmental policy, Vivian Thomson was Professor in the
Departments of Environmental Sciences and Politics at UVA,
where she directed the Environmental Thought and Practice BA
Program.  Thompson will have her book available ($25, cash or
check only) for sale and signing after the meeting.

At the winter meetings, bluebird and chickadee
birdhouses will be available.   Members Andrew
Peacock, Steve Yarus, and Bob Campbell crafted
these from long-lasting cedar, and they are
accepting a $12.50 donation for the chickadee
birdhouses and $15 for the bluebird houses, which

https://us9.admin.mailchimp.com/templates/https://mailchi.mp/3ede0edf8c77/february-newsletter?e=%5BUNIQID%5D


will cover the cost of materials.

March 13, 2018 
7:00 Science Museum of Virginia

"New Possibilities for RVA"

Stewart Schwartz, a Richmonder, is founder and director of

Coalition for Smarter Growth, which addresses issues of land

use, transportation, urban design, housing, and the

environment.   An attorney, Schwartz has served with the

President’s Council on Sustainable Development, the Land

Trust Alliance, the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and other

groups. See

April 10, 2018
7:00 Science Museum of Virginia

 
"Puerto Rico: Paradise in Peril"

Rex and Kathy Springston and Rosita Cruz will bring

us up to date on the situation in Puerto Rico with a slide and

video program that will record the situation since hurricane

Maria.  Rex Springston, now retired, covered environmental

issues for the Times Dispatch and, with his wife, visited the

island before and after the hurricane.  Rosita Cruz will tell about

her experience during the storm and during a recent visit

to Puerto Rico.

May 8, 2018
7:00 Science Museum of Virginia

 
"Outdoor Travel Experiences"

by you, our members



Members will share slides and recent travel experiences. 

Anyone interested in participating may contact Gill Sigmon at

gill.sigmon1@gmail.com

 

RVA Environmental Film Festival
Monday, Feb. 5 -Sunday, Feb. 18

 
The RVA Environmental Film Festival is bigger and better than ever!  Films will be
shown in venues throughout the city on most days from Monday, February 5 through
Sunday, February 18.  Supported by many groups, including the Falls of the James
Group of the Sierra Club, all the films are free to the public.  The schedule is below. 

For an online schedule, including links to trailers for the films, see 
https://rvaeff.org/2018-schedule

https://rvaeff.org/2018-schedule




 

Electric Vehicles 
at the RVA Environmental Film Festival

Sunday, Feb.18, 12-1:30 pm



 
For the third year in a row, electric vehicles will be parked in front of the Byrd Theater
in support of the RVA Environmental Film Festival.  The film Happening: A Clean Energy
Future will be screened at the Byrd at 1:30.  In addition, there will be a debut of two full-
scale prototypes of the EV Experience educational exhibits. 

Activities of FOJG Members:
Volunteering in the Bellemeade Community

by Shavon Peacock

Saturday morning, January 20, started out chilly but warmed up to beautiful sweater-weather as
we participated in the Bellemeade Community Workday. The clean-up ended with good fellowship
and pizza—and a promise to do it again!

The Falls of the James Group Sierra Club (FOJG) volunteers worked alongside community
members—including kids--at the Bellemeade Community Center and Oak Grove-Bellemeade
Elementary School in south Richmond.  We removed invasive plants and vines from trees,
cleaned up a pollinator garden, and helped maintain the creek and watershed. 

Participating groups included Groundwork RVA high school students, middle school Green Team
Students, Boy Scouts, RES.US, and Richmond Tree Stewards.   Bob Argabright, the Groundwork
RVA Board Chair, along with Daryl Downing, Vice-Chair of the State Chapter of the Sierra Club
and FOJG advocacy committee chair, organized this event.



Groundwork RVA works with Richmond high school students to transform blighted and neglected
open spaces into public assets, enhance the health of the James River, and maintain Richmond
parks and schools in cooperation with the City of Richmond. Groundwork RVA students also work
in conjunction with the U.S. National Park Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and
Groundwork USA, Inc. 

Bellemeade Community Center and Oak Grove-Bellemeade Elementary are two of twelve
targeted sites by Groundwork RVA. Future plans for the Bellemeade Community Center include a
trail, further watershed work, and expansion of a community bicycle repair shop.  At the bike shop
local children can learn about bicycle maintenance and have their bikes repaired in exchange for
helping with community activities.

Sierra Club volunteers will be needed for future workdays in March through May, so stay tuned. 
Next workday is March 3. Hope to see you there!

FOJG Workday in Bellemeade w/ Groundwork RVA
 Sat. March 3, 9:00 am – noon

 Bellemeade Community Center
1800 Lynhaven Ave, Richmond 23224

Sign up at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ba8ac29a46-bellemeade1

Spring 2018
Paddling for the Active Sierran 

 by Shavon Peacock
Membership Engagement Committee Member 

A FOJG Sierra Club Dragon Run Kayak Trip is tentatively being planned for April 21 or April
28 in coordination with Friends of Dragon Run. Dragon Run is a breathtakingly beautiful, very
narrow, winding waterway in the middle Peninsula lined with cypress trees, beaver dams and
deep swamps that is assessable for only about a month a year. Both tentative dates are
currently filled to the maximum of 12 people per trip, so if interested, members can be put
on a waiting list. These trips are run by Friends of Dragon Run.

Contact Shavon Peacock at shavonandrew@verizon.net or at 804-320-2318 to sign up and
receive further updates on this trip. See the Friends of Dragon Run website for more information
about this jewel of Virginia.  https://www.dragonrun.org/
 

APPLICATIONS for FOJG GRANTS
DUE FEBRUARY 15, 2018

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ba8ac29a46-bellemeade1
mailto:shavonandrew@verizon.net
https://www.dragonrun.org/


 
The Falls of the James Group of the Sierra Club periodically awards grants to groups participating
in efforts to protect the environment.  Grant applications are being accepted now until February
15, 2018.  Four grants of $1,000 each were awarded in 2017. 

To find more information about the grants process, see the Grant Guidelines and Grant
Application Form on the FOJG website. 

 
Calendar in Brief:

Green Activities in RVA
February, 2018 

For events scheduled by VA Sierra Club and other local groups, see the Calendar at
http://www.sierraclub.org/virginia

 
General Assembly 2018. In session now through March 10. 
Throughout the session, the Virginia Conservation Network maintains an
updated conservation bill tracker online. To view the updated list of VCN
positions, visit vcnva.org/bill-tracker.
The Virginia General Assembly maintains a website where citizens can follow
any bill's progress by using the "Search Legislation" entry box at
 virginiageneralassembly.gov  
 
Mon. Feb.5 through Sun. Feb.18 -- Environmental Film Festival (see above)

Tues. Feb.13 -- FOJG Meeting. Vivian Thomson talk and book-signing. 7:00. (see
above)

Thurs. Feb.15 -- Richmond Green Drinks.  5:30-7:30. 
Stone Brewing, 4300 Williamsburg Ave, Richmond 23231

Thurs. Feb 15 -- Final day for Grant Applications to be submitted.  (see above)

Sun. Feb.18 -- 12:00-1:30.   Electric vehicles will be parked in front of the Byrd
Theater to coordinate with RVA Environmental Film Festival. (see above)

Wed. Feb. 21 --  Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) Public Hearing on
Offshore Drilling. 3:00-7:00. Sheraton Richmond Airport, 4700 S Laburnum Ave,
Richmond 23231.   Rally to protect our coast.
The newly released draft of the 2019-2024 National Outer Continental Shelf (OCS)
Oil & Gas Leasing Program will open Virginia and the Atlantic coast to offshore
drilling.  Visit https://www.boem.gov/National-Program-Learn/ to submit a comment
to oppose offshore drilling!  Background info may be found
at https://www.sierraclub.org/virginia/offshore-drilling). 

Sat. Mar.3 - FOJG Workday at Bellemeade. 9:00-noon. (see above)

Get involved!  Click HERE to learn more about the Sierra Club's Falls of

http://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/sce-authors/u1531/FOJG_FINANCE_Funding_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/sce-authors/u1531/FOJG_FINANCE_Grants_application_2015_BLANK.pdf
http://www.sierraclub.org/virginia
http://vcnva.org/bill-tracker
https://www.facebook.com/events/2051246738225610/
https://www.facebook.com/events/307952913060216/
https://www.boem.gov/National-Program-Learn/
https://www.sierraclub.org/virginia/offshore-drilling
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetJ7Q4UrryHwyr9eyR5WcPBONTD_JcOEoqQgybNSlZAHHNYw/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetJ7Q4UrryHwyr9eyR5WcPBONTD_JcOEoqQgybNSlZAHHNYw/viewform?c=0&w=1


the James Group.

2018
FOJG EXECUTIVE

COMMITTEE
 

Joe Brancoli, Chairperson
    omethid@hotmail.com

Andrew Peacock, Treasurer
shavonandrew@verizon.net
Shavon Peacock, Secretary
shavonandrew@verizon.net

Glen Besa
glenbesa@gmail.com

Scott Burger
    scottburger@me.com
Steve Carter-Lovejoy

   scarterlovejoy53@msn.com
Mary Crutchfield

   marycrutchfield@verizon.net     
Bruce Tarr

     bruce.tarr@comcast.net
Steve Yarus

hsyarus@gmail.com 
 

Daryl Downing ( FOJG liaison to
and vice-chair of VA Sierra Club)

     dtdowning@comcast.net

FOJG Committee Structure

Communications
Committee comprises
Enews, Website,  Publicity and
Social Media.
Conservation & Advocacy
Committee comprises Conser
vation, Legislative/
Political, Pollinators, Bike/Ped.
Meets 4th Wed. each month.
Membership Engagement
Committee comprises Memb
ership, Programs, Outings, and
Fundraising. Meets last
Thursday of each month.

New members welcome.
Interested?  Contact Gill

Sigmon  gill.sigmon1@gmail.com 
 

VA Sierra Club FOJG Website VA Sierra Club
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