Team Leaders – This is the template questionnaire for all Supervisor, City Council and District races.  Each Team has the ability to tailor this template to the particular race you are working on.  Instructions on how to edit this template are in italics.  Please follow the instructions and then delete all the italic instructions prior to sending the questionnaire to your candidates.  Blank underline sections are to be filled in with the name of the race you are working on.  Then remove the underline prior to sending out the questionnaire.

Team Leaders if you are confused, call me and I will walk you through modifying this template for your race.  Ann Schneider at 650 697-6249 or Ann.Schneider@lomaprieta.sierraclub.org.

Sierra Club 2009 Loma Prieta Chapter

Candidate Questionnaire Supervisor/City Council/Environmental Board of xyz 

Candidate Information

Name:

Campaign Office Address:

Election ID (FPPC):

Phone: (including a phone number where candidate can be reached quickly rather than just the campaign office phone number.)

Fax

Email:

Website:

JPEG photo of candidate:  (please forward to Team Leader Email Address & to Political@lomaprieta.sierraclub.org)  

 Team Leader/Member & insert Team Leader or Team Member’s email address.  Then the Team Leader/Member will forward the jpeg file to the Leadership Team member who is coordinating the Loma Prietan and website content.  For the 2009 General Election Endorsement Issue that person is John Cordes and the email address is Political@lomaprieta.sierraclub.org.  If you have questions on photographs and endorsement articles contact John at 650-288-9645.  We ask that you get the candidates to provide photographs in the beginning due to the short processing time between approval of endorsements and getting the Endorsement Issue to the printer.  Several past issues have been delayed waiting for candidates’ photographs.

Are you a Sierra Club member?  Yes  No  (Circle)  This is not required for endorsement.  This just helps us know what information to give you so you know what issues are important to the Club and specifically the Loma Prieta Chapter.

Questionnaire (Candidates, please provide explanations with your answer.)

STANDARD QUESTIONS (FOR ALL RACES) – This section is the same for every race and they are the same as the three questions the League of Conservation Voters requires (#1-2 and sort of like their # 3).  The next set of questions is based on National, State Sierra Club and Loma Prieta Chapter conservation priorities.

1. Historically, the club considers your past record as the best indicator of your future concern for the environment.  What have you done to protect natural resources and the environment?

2. What do you regard as the major environmental and conservation issues facing the City/Town/Enviro District and the Bay Area as a whole?  What are the principal areas of the environment that you will work on as a Council member?  How will you deal with them?

3. How do you ensure your city government is learning about new ideas or best practices to become more environmentally responsible?  How do you get access to environmental ideas?

The Sierra Club and the Loma Prieta Chapter care about a range of environmental issues and each year we prioritize issues that we feel are the most critical for our area. The following questions are based on these priorities.

Actions to Slow Global Warming and Climate Change  (The chapter’s number one campaign is Cool Cities.  Volunteers have been pushing city councils to adopt the Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.  This question MUST be tailored to fit the conditions of your team.  If you are not familiar with the current status of Cool Cities in your City, then contact julio.magalhaes@sierraclub.org to get the latest status of your community.  Then delete the parts of this question that your town has already completed.  As of mid July the Cities that have The following cities have adopted the agreement so far: Atherton, Cupertino, Los Altos Hills, Los Gatos, Menlo Park, Millbrae, Morgan Hill, Palo Alto, Redwood City, San Bruno, San Jose, San Mateo, Santa Clara and South San Francisco.

Climate Change 

1.What are your priorities for addressing the city’s climate change impacts?  And if elected, will you commit to your city participating in the Cool Cities campaign by 1) Calculating your city's baseline of greenhouse gas emissions; (delete if your city has already done this) 2) Choosing aggressive and meaningful targets for reduction of emissions Throughout your city, and 3) Designing and implementing a Climate Action Plan to achieve those targets?

 1.b. Would you support establishing targets to exceed the state goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020?  And how would you measure this and ensure funding is available to ensure accountability in achieving GHG reductions?

Possible follow up question for the in person interview:   “Do you support the city developing a community-wide emissions inventory and adopting concrete targets for emissions reductions?”   Comments: This question is to get them ‘on record’ with a meaningful position.

Green Building

2. What would you do to ensure that all new construction and remodeling incorporate green building principles?  How do you plan to develop and implement a strong policy requiring the use of certified sustainable wood products in public agencies within your jurisdiction?  

Land use & Transit Oriented Development 

3. How much growth in housing and office space/commercial is appropriate for your city, and why? Can you state what density levels you support including heights and units per acre?  What would you want to see in your city’s General Plan relating development and climate change?  

4. What type of re-development would you support in your city to incorporate the Grand Boulevard Concept?   Please share specific ideas as to your priorities for your city along El Camino Real. What density of development ( units/acre, building heights (and design criteria)) would you approve or encourage along El Camino Real and how would you reduce resistance to higher density? 
5.  Under what circumstances would you favor the use of imminent domain for re-development?

Open Space & Urban Recreation – Access to Nature

6. Will you support or lead improving the maintenance and expansion of parks and hike-able open space in your city? Where will the money come from? What should your city do to promote increased access to nature?

7. How do you see the threat of state park closures affecting your constituents, and what do you think you might be able to do in response to this threat?

Reducing Toxins in Our Environment: Pesticides & Fertilizers

8. How will you reduce the use of toxic pesticides and fertilizers usage in your city?  How would you implement Integrated Pest Management and sustainable cleanser programs in your city?

Transportation 

9. Greenhouse gas emissions from transportation is the largest contributor in the Bay Area to global warming. Experts illustrate the effort to reduce this sector's emission with a 3-legged stool:  vehicle technology, fuel, and transportation and land use changes.  Where would you concentrate your efforts as a city/district leader?

10. How will you work with the California High Speed Rail Authority/Peninsula Corridor Joint Policy Board (HSRA/JPA) to ensure that any future land use changes that result form the proposed HSR route will improve mobility and quality of life in your community?

Water Conservation & Recycling, Rivers & Creeks

11. What do you recommend be done to better manage the water supply and demand in your city?

Zero Waste and Extended Producer Responsibility

12. What actions would you support your city doing to achieve zero waste going to landfills by 2020?   Do you support a countywide ban on single use bans or an advanced disposal fees on bags?  Do you support a countywide requirement on single use take out food packaging that would require the packaging to be easily reused or recycled?

13. What is your philosophy on municipal Green Purchasing Programs?  How do you plan to develop and implement a strong policy requiring the use of recycled paper products and sustainably harvested lumber in public agencies within your jurisdiction? 

Campaign Reform

14. If voluntary fundraising and campaign spending limits apply in your election, would you participate?  Why or Why Not?   

Budget Issues

15. How would you priorities your city’s budget if you had to do a 15% cut in overall spending?  In other words, what environmental programs would you support and what would you cut.

Location Specific Questions 16-18.  Add one to three City or Race specific questions in this place.  Remember to keep at least one question specific to your race for the oral interview phase of the endorsement process.  We can share the responses to the written questionnaire with other groups so put the most important questions into the written questionnaire.  We do not share the responses given at the interviews, as they are more subjective.  Then delete this paragraph.

16.

17.

18.

Campaign Readiness – This is a must for all races.

1. Tell us about your campaign readiness, including funding, volunteers, and organization.  Please bring examples of your prior and current campaign literature.

2. Please list your endorsements.  

3. List your campaign contributions over $ 50.00, with the names of contributors.

4. Please include below an exact copy of your ballot statement as submitted to the County at filing.

End of Questionnaire

