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May 15, 2012

Robert Hudgins

Mail Code 401 – 03

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Water Supply and Geoscience

Bureau of Water Allocation and Well Permitting

P.O. Box 420

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 – 420

Re: Proposed North Jersey District Water Supply Commission Increase to Safe Yield

Dear Mr. Hudgins:

The undersigned organizations have serious concerns with the proposal to increase the Safe Yield of the Wanaque Water System from the currently approved 173 million gallons a day (MGD) to 190 MGD.  If implemented, this would have serious impacts on the drinking water supply for over 2 million people.  The DEP has not proven that their plan to “increase safe yield” is in fact safe and has not demonstrated that the reservoir can safely yield the proposed increased volume without harming other uses, water quality, and habitat.
We request that the Department hold a public hearing on this proposal, providing the public with an opportunity to provide meaningful comments and to learn more about how increasing the yield will impact water quality and the health of aquatic ecosystems.  

As the New Jersey Water Supply Master Plan has not been updated since 1995, it is impossible to determine all the ramifications this proposal will have on our water supply.  New developments in the past twenty years have changed the low flow and drought levels for the reservoir system.  How is the Department ensuring that this proposal will not impact the ability of the Reservoir and interconnected water bodies to maintain ecological flows and avoid rises in water temperature and deteriorating water quality?    

How will the Department address the impacts of more pumping from the Pompton and lower Passaic Rivers?  What will happen to nutrient loading in the Reservoir as a result of this proposal?  Increased pumping could potentially impact the implementation of a TMDL for the Passaic River as well.  How will the Department prevent potential increased concentration of pollutants in the Passaic and what will be the impact on permit holders on the Passaic River if this plan moves forward?  

The Department cannot move forward with this proposal until the potential impacts are fully known and examined.  We urge the DEP to prepare an environmental review on the proposal to address the concerns raised in these comments and by other members of the public.  We would further request a public hearing on the review document once it is prepared so that the public and the Department will both understand the full consequences if this increase is approved.   

Based on the serious concerns outlined above, we request that the Department deny the requested increase in the Safe Yield for the Wanaque Water System.  At the very least we request the DEP prepare an environmental review and hold a public hearing on this proposal. 

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,   
Jeff Tittel, Director, New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra Club

Tracy Carluccio, Deputy Director, Delaware Riverkeeper Network

Ross Kushner, Executive Director, Pequannock River Coalition
Jackie Schramm, Social Justice Ministry, St. Mary's Franciscan Response to Fracking group, Pompton Lakes
Doug O’Malley, Field Director, Environment New Jersey

David Pringle, Campaign Director, NJ Environmental Federation
Chief Vincent Mann, Ramapough Lunaape Nation (Munsee), NJ/NY
Patsy Wooters, Chair, Torne Valley Preservation Association
Britta Wenzel, Executive Director, Save Barnegat Bay
Julia Somers, Executive Director, New Jersey Highlands Coalition
Jim Walsh, New Jersey Director, Food & Water Watch

Georgina Shanley, Citizens United for Renewable Energy

Dr. Lynn L. Siebert, President, Burnham Park Association

Amanda Nesheiwat, New Jersey Sustainable Collegiate Partners
Cc:
Fred Sickels, Acting Director, Division of Water Supply and Geoscience, DEP

Terry Pilawski, Bureau Chief, Bureau of Water Allocation, DEP

Ray Cantor, Chief Advisor, DEP

Bob Martin, Commissioner, DEP

Dr. Dan Van Abs, Acting Executive Director and Senior Director of Planning and Science, New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council 
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