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        Sign the petition at

Chumash Heritage National
Marine Sanctuary

Support the

tinyurl.com/CHNMSpetition

   On May 2, I was standing
in the crowd at the press
conference that Congress-
woman Lois Capps held on
the Pismo Pier to announce
that she has formally asked
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion to begin the designa-
tion process for the Chu-
mash Heritage National
Marine Sanctuary, when a
thought occurred to me.
   I thought that when I got
back to the office I should
probably start printing out
and collating e-mails, meet-
ing agendas, memos, ar-
ticles, drafts of public testi-
mony, plus scrawled notes

and other ephemera of the
last several years, which, if
gathered in one place,
would help tell the story of
how this effort began and
progressed; an inventory of
the actions that led up to
this day.
   Because this is starting to
feel historic.
   The week before, I had
been sitting in the offices of
the Northern Chumash
Tribal Council with five
other people — most of the
same folks, give or take,
who had first gathered in a
living room in Shell Beach
three years ago for the first
meeting to discuss how to

go about making 10,000
square miles of ocean into a
marine sanctuary for the
Central Coast.
   Then came NOAA’s 2014
announcement that for the
first time in nearly twenty
years, they were reviving the
moribund selection process
for marine sanctuaries, but
in a new way: taking nomi-
nations from local residents
of coastal areas. Previously,
potential sanctuary sites had
been selected by NOAA
administrators. This was to
be a grass-roots nomination
process.

SANCTUARY cont. on page 8

Capps Asks for Chumash Heritage
National Marine Sanctuary
By Andrew Christie, Chapter Director

Her finest hour  Congresswoman Lois Capps, center, flanked by Chumash tribal members and fellow
elected officials on the Pismo Pier, May 2.

   The permit that allows the
Diablo Canyon Nuclear
Power Plant to take in and
discharge cooling water is
scheduled to expire in 2018.
   On June 28, the State
Lands Commission will
hear from its staff a sum-
mary of issues that the pro-
posed renewal of Diablo’s
outfall permit raises under
the California Environmen-
tal Quality Act (CEQA). If
the Commission decides to
proceed with a full environ-
mental review, it will be the
first time that the operations
of the plant have been sub-
ject to CEQA.
   PG&E doesn’t want that
to happen.
   The Sierra Club strongly
supports review of PG&E’s
application for the renewal

of Diablo Canyon’s outfall
permit in the context of an
analysis of the environmen-
tal impacts that would be
incurred by extending the
period the plant is allowed
to lease submerged public
lands for their present use.
   Commission Chair Gavin
Newsom has noted that
Diablo presents complex
circumstances (See “Diablo
at Outfall’s End,” May). We
agree, and we support Com-
mission staff’s recommen-
dation for a broad review
within a policy context that
includes California’s long-
term energy goals, which
are significantly impacted
by the presence of a nuclear
power plant – i.e. wind and
solar energy sources are
being curtailed by virtue of
the inflexible space Diablo
takes up on the energy grid.
The state’s goal is to gener-
ate half of California’s elec-
tricity from renewable

sources by 2030. Nuclear
energy is a competitor with
renewables, and it is not
“clean” or renewable.
   An environmental evalua-
tion of the Diablo Canyon
plant and the impacts of its
offshore intake and outfall
is long overdue. We do not
support any proposal to
avoid CEQA or “grandfa-
ther” the extension of the
permit beyond its scheduled
expiration in 2018.
   The June 28 meeting of
the State Lands Commis-
sion will be held in Sacra-
mento at 10 a.m. SLO
County residents may
attend and comment via
video uplink at a satellite
location at the Inn at
Morro Bay.

Crucial
Diablo
Outfall
Meeting
June 28



2 Santa Lucian  •  June 2016

The Executive Committee meets
the second Monday of every month
at 5:30 p.m. The Conservation
Committee meets the second
Friday at 1p.m. at the chapter office,
located at 974 Santa Rosa St., San
Luis Obispo. All members are
welcome to attend.

 Denny Mynatt
 PRINT MEDIA COORDINATOR

Energy Task Force
 Karen Merriam

Intergenerational Task Force

Water Subcommittee
  Keith Wimer

Committee Chairs
Political
  David Bouquin
Development
   open
Conservation
  Sue Harvey

Nuclear Power Task Force
  Rochelle Becker
  Linda Seeley
 Climate Change Task Force
  Heidi Harmon

Victoria Carranza

Printed by University Graphic Systems Cal
Poly, San Luis Obispo. Mailing services
courtesy of Silver Streaks.

Office hours Monday-Friday,
1 p.m. - 7 p.m., 974 Santa Rosa
Street, San Luis Obispo

 Coordinator
   Kim Ramos, Admin and Development

kimlramos@yahoo.com

Santa Lucia Chapter
P.O. Box 15755
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

CNRCC Delegates
  Lindi Doud, Patrick McGibney
  John Burdett

Calendar Sales
  Bonnie Walters     805-543-7051
Outings
  Joe Morris

dpj1942@earthlink.net
Canoe/Kayak
   open
Webmaster
   Monica Tarzier

monica@tarzier.org
Trail Guide
 Gary Felsman

 Chapter Director
   Andrew Christie

Santa Lucian

EDITOR

Greg McMillan
Lindi Doud
Linda Seeley
Sandy Simon
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

The Santa Lucian is published 10 times a
year. Articles, environmental information and
letters to the editor are welcome. The
deadline for each issue is the 13th of the
prior month.

send to:
Editor, Santa Lucian
c/o Santa Lucia Chapter, Sierra Club
P.O. Box 15755
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406
sierraclub8@gmail.com

Santa Lucia Chapter

2016 Executive Committee
Karen Merriam (12/18)
   CHAIR
Lindi Doud (12/17)
   TREASURER
John Alan Connerley (12/16)
   SECRETARY
Sue Harvey (12/16)
   MEMBER
Cal French (12/16)
    MEMBER
Patrick McGibney (12/17)
  MEMBER

John Alan Connerley
   COUNCIL OF CLUB LEADERS

Andrew Christie

   In February, state oil
regulators submitted an
application to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
to remove federal protec-
tions from the Price Can-
yon aquifer that Freeport
McMoRan has been using
as a dumping ground for
the wastewater from oil
drilling operations in the
Arroyo Grande Oil Field.
   The after-the-fact appli-
cation was triggered by a
scandal that broke last year
when it was discovered
that the state had granted
more than 2,000 permits to
illegally inject toxic oil
field wastewater into un-
derground water sources
that were supposed to be
off-limits under the federal
Safe Drinking Water Act.
To come into compliance
with the law and continue
dumping, all oil companies

Oil Eyes on Price Canyon

wastewater into protected
aquifers that have not filed
an official exempted by De-
cember 31 will be shut
down.
   As you might imagine,
there is a lot of industry in-
terest in the fate of the first-
up Arroyo Grande Oil Field
exemption application. (See
the ferocity of the industry’s
response and attempted
erasure of the aforemen-
tioned oil wastewater dump-
ing scandal when the Center
for Biological Diversity
pointed out serous concerns
with the proposed exemption
of the Arroyo Grande Oil
Field (“Oil industry spokes-
man: Facts should win out
over fearmongering,” The
Tribune, April 1.)
   For Freeport McMoRan,
an exemption is crucial to
the oil company’s plans to
expand its Price Canyon

use? So far, the answer to
that question has been a
resounding no. And that
includes the EPA.

Six reasons why not
   Two Freeport MMR
projects – an extension of
an expired ten-year-old
permit to drill 31 previously
permitted oil wells and a
separate application for to
increase Price Canyon oil
production tenfold with 450
new wells – are on hold at
the County until the EPA
has ruled on the company’s
exemption request.
   But even if the EPA de-
cides everything’s fine, the
County should uphold the
appeal of Freeport’s ex-
tended permit for 31 new
wells and strongly signal to
the company that it would
be wise to simply withdraw
its application for another
450 wells beyond that.
   There are at least six good
reasons why:

1. Things change. A lot
has been discovered about
the nature of oil field injec-
tion wells that was not
known when Freeport
MMR got its permit in
2005, much of which has
been learned in just the
seven months since the SLO
County Planning Commis-
sion gave Freeport an ex-
tension, and none of which
was contemplated, analyzed
or mitigated in the extended
permit (see #’s 3, 4, 5 and
6).

2. The EPA has done a
lousy job. When it comes
to administering the regula-

tions that are supposed to
protect potential groundwa-
ter supplies from contami-
nation by injected oilfield
wastewater, the record of
the EPA should give the
County little cause for reas-
surance. In March, the Gov-
ernment Accountability
Office released a report
entitled EPA Needs to Col-
lect Information and Con-
sistently Conduct Activities
to Protect Underground
Sources of Drinking Water,
reviewing the widespread
failure of the agency in
assuring the protection of
federally protected aquifers
from pollution by oilfield
injection wells. The Associ-
ated Press noted that the
GAO report, in enumerating
all the places where EPA
has failed, “made an object
lesson of California,” sin-
gling out the EPA’s poor
performance here re the
aforementioned illegal
dumping scandal.
   The EPA responded to the
GAO report by saying it
agreed with the report’s
findings and that it would
take steps to improve its
oversight operations…but
that was pretty much the
same thing the EPA said in
response to a 2014 GAO
report entitled Drinking
Water: EPA Program to
Protect Underground
Sources from Injection of
Fluids Associated With Oil
and Gas Production Needs
Improvement. And while
EPA “generally agreed”
again with the GAO in
2016, the GAO noted that
the EPA “does not plan to
require well-specific data
and analyze needed re-
sources. GAO continues to
believe that EPA should
take both actions to better
assess if programs protect
underground sources of
drinking water.”

3. Even if the EPA was
doing a good job of en-
forcing the regulations,
the regulations don’t
work. On March 23, the
Natural Resources Defense
Council filed a petition with
the EPA demanding the
repeal of the regulations
that permit exemptions to
the Safe Drinking Water Act
in order to allow the pump-
ing of hazardous waste into
underground aquifers. The
petition noted that the regu-
lations, written more than
thirty years ago, have
caused the contamination of
drinking water, and “the
existing process for evalua-
tion of aquifer exemption
requests has allowed for the
approval of applications
without scientifically-defen-
sible evidence which dem-
onstrates that the water
cannot reasonably be ex-
pected to serve as a public
source of drinking water in
the future. The existing
rules therefore violate the

The fate of California’s groundwater may hang on the EPA’s decision on an application
to keep dumping wastewater from the Arroyo Grande Oil Field into an aquifer.

 OILFIELD cont. on page 5

   On May 17, state and local prosecutors announced the
indictment of Plains All-American Pipeline on four felony
counts and 42 misdemeanors in relation to last year’s rup-
ture of a Santa Barbara oil pipeline and 143,00-gallon oil
spill. Some 20,000 gallons of the offshore crude went back
into the sea, befouled Refugio State Beach, killed hundreds
of sea lions, dolphins and sea birds, shut down fisheries
and contaminated coastal waters for miles south. The com-
pany could be forced to pay up to $2.8 million in fines.
   Plains All-American didn’t report the leak to federal
regulators until three and a half hours after workers discov-
ered it, grossly underreported the amount of oil that had
spilled, and notoriously apologized to local residents for
the “inconvenience.”
   “We will never forget what we experienced in the days
following that spill,” said state Senator Hannah-Beth Jack-
son (D-Santa Barbara: “a half-mile slick of crude oil along
our coast, the stench of petroleum, oil-drenched birds, holi-
day visitors sent home, and a beach transformed into a
toxic clean-up site,”
   “I think at the time it was pretty clear that they weren’t
doing the appropriate monitoring and that they have a long
history of not doing the appropriate monitoring,” said

Kathryn Phillips, director of Sierra Club California.
“There’s some satisfaction in knowing that the legal au-
thorities are pursuing this. We hope it will result in some
penalties that can be used to help restore some of the dam-
age.”
   The Pipeline Safety Act (H.R. 5050), now working its
way through Congress, was spearheaded by Representative
Lois Capps in the wake of the Refugio spill, would require
more frequent integrity inspections when risk factors are
present, designating all coastal beaches as “high conse-
quence areas,” and commissioning a scientific study on
causes of pipeline corrosion and the best ways to prevent it.
   “Drafting this bill has been a long process, and it hasn’t
always been easy,” said Capps. “But it is an important step
forward to improve pipeline safety across the country. Now
we will work with the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee and the Senate to pass a final bill that can be
sent to the President to be signed into law. I am very hope-
ful that we can make this happen before the end of the
year.”
   Defendants are scheduled to appear at an arraignment of
All-American Pipeline and its regulatory compliance spe-
cialist on June 2 in Santa Barbara.

Santa Barbara Oil Spill Brings Gusher of Indictments

Only eight oil fields have
a higher carbon intensity
ranking than Arroyo
Grande.

who benefited from the
state’s “oopsie” must now
obtain exemptions from
federal protections by per-
suading regulators that the
injection of a particular oil
field’s wastewater into a
particular aquifer won’t
endanger California’s sup-
ply of drinking water.
    To do that, they must
convincingly show that 1)
the water quality of the
aquifer serving as their
toxic dump would render it
unfit for human consump-
tion even if they weren’t
pumping toxic bring into it,
and 2) the water from that
aquifer will never migrate
into nearby potable water
supplies.
   The oil companies have
until the end of 2016 to
make their case and obtain
their exemptions. The Cali-
fornia Department of Con-
servation expects up to 55
exemption applications to
be filed by the end of the
year. Any oil field opera-
tions now injecting oil

operations by
more than 450
new wells, with
an attendant
increase in the
injection of their
toxic byproduct
into the aquifer.

   The EPA has responded to
their exemption request with
a letter to state regulators
asking for more information
due to inadequacies in the
application, “particularly
regarding the drinking water
wells in the area.”
   A question the EPA didn’t
ask: Do state and federal
officials have the will or
ability to ensure that waste-
water injection will not im-
pact nearby water wells or
water available for beneficial
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Protect Crucial Habitat from Poorly Sited Renewable Energy Projects
In view of the likely increase in utility-scale solar and wind projects in Cali-
fornia in the wake of the passage of AB 350 mandating 50% of retail electric-
ity sales from renewable energy by 2030, and in response to recent studies
that demonstrate significant impacts that inappropriate siting of large-scale
renewable energy facilities have had and will have on the wildlife habitats of
California and Nevada; Sierra Club California (SCC) asks that the Beyond
Coal Campaign work with its California/Nevada Chapters to:

 Refine the large-scale renewable energy facilities siting guidelines and
criteria as used in California/Nevada in order to afford due consideration to
the size and location of projects in relation to local ecosystems and sensitive
species. The purpose of this is to avoid severe and unnecessary impacts to
ecologically important land areas and/or the fragmentation of habitats and
wildlife corridors that make up California/Nevada’s unique ecosystems;
 As part of this process, re-evaluate how the Club considers those projects
proposed to be sited on “disturbed lands” that may or do serve as habitat for
sensitive species, as opposed to “disturbed lands” so degraded or contami-
nated that they are unlikely to provide habitat for sensitive species;
 Develop an improved system for collaboration between the national Be-
yond Coal Campaign and Early Review Team and California/Nevada Chap-
ters in implementing these revised guidelines and criteria, thus allowing
timely decisions on the appropriateness of projects in order to provide sub-
stantive input to the agencies during their deliberations;
 Better involve and make more use of the on-the-ground expertise and ad-
vocacy of California/Nevada chapters in the Beyond Coal Campaign’s efforts
to get federal, state and local agencies to require appropriately sited facilities.
 Review the Club’s current policy on large-scale renewable facility mitiga-

tion of impacts to
consider the poten-
tial for conjunctive
uses on non-arid
lands that could
prove environmen-
tally beneficial and
encourage research
to develop im-
proved mitigation
techniques.

Passed by the Cali-
fornia/Nevada
Regional Conser-
vation Committee,
May 1, 2016.

   Beginning circa 2010 with the proposal to situate the First Solar and
SunPower utility-scale solar plants in the Carrizo Plain, home to the largest
concentration of threatened and endangered species in California, the Santa
Lucia Chapter has expressed concern with our parent organization’s reluctance
to challenge solar projects proposed in sensitive habitat (see “A Solar Settle-
ment,” Sept. 2011). Last year, several chapter leaders persuaded Sierra Club
California to establish a Large Scale Renewables Task Force, comprised of
leaders from eight California chapters. We met for six months over the course
of 2015-16 to hash out the language of this resolution on future Club policy for
the siting of utility-scale renewable energy projects. Here’s hoping.

   After a two-year hiatus, the State Water Resources Con-
trol Board is once again taking up its proposed Wetlands
and Riparian Areas Protection Policy (WRAPP). They
hope to release a draft of Phase 1 (wetlands definition,
permitting process) by the time you read this and hold pub-
lic hearings in the third quarter of the year. If we hope to
protect our few remaining wetlands and intact streams, we
will need to make a strong presence at these hearings and
generate lots of letters and emails.
   Why should we care? The State has lost over 80% of its
historic wetlands and over 98% of its riparian areas. Wet-
lands are one of the most bio-productive habitats in exist-
ence. Over 70% of commercial fish species depend on
wetlands at  some time in their life cycle. Wetlands are the
base of the aquatic food chain (wetland vegetation breaks
down and provides food for the upward ladder of species).
Tidal marsh wetlands play a large role in reducing flood
impacts (a lot of Hurricane Katrina’s impacts were the re-
sult of wetland loss in the Gulf).
   Riparian habitats are equally important for freshwater
species and flood reduction. Vernal pools and other sea-
sonal wetlands help reduce flooding by acting a sumps that
collect rainwater and then recharge our aquifers and pro-
vide habitat for many listed species of plants and inverte-
brates as well as for migrating birds.
   So it’s sort of important.
   If you want to join the CNRCC Wetlands Committee,
please email me at arthurfeinstein@earthlink.net or call at
415-680-0643.

   On May 10, the
Sierra Club an-
nounced its endorse-
ment of California
Attorney General
Kamala Harris for
U.S. Senate.
   As Attorney Gen-
eral, Harris has fought
to protect key climate
safeguards including
defending California’s
landmark carbon tax
and President
Obama’s Clean Power
Plan, taken on envi-
ronmental justice is-
sues by standing up for the families at Mira Loma, and held
companies accountable for dumping hazardous waste.
   “The Sierra Club is proud to endorse Kamala Harris for
U.S. Senate,” said Sierra Club Executive Director Michael
Brune. “Harris has a proven record of rejecting the ploys of
corporate polluters and fighting to protect our environment
and the health of California’s families. Congress desper-
ately needs more climate champions like her, which is why
Sierra Club will mobilize its members throughout the state
to ensure she is elected.”
   The Sierra Club previously endorsed Harris’ bids for
Attorney General.
   “I’m honored and proud to have the support of Sierra
Club in this race,” said Harris. “Together, we’ve done great
work here in California to fight climate change, hold pol-
luters accountable and win justice for families who have
been harmed by environmental disasters. But on so many
environmental issues, majorities in Congress have stood in
the way of real progress nationally. I’ll bring our bold Cali-
fornia approach to protecting our environment to Washing-
ton and fight hard to get results on these critical issues.”

Update: Cambria desal plant

Backward Still Runs Cambria’s
Water
Scheme
“First the verdict, then the
trial!”

- The Red Queen,
           Alice in Wonderland

   Two years ago in these
pages, we published a retro-
spective of the regulatory
misadventures of the
Cambria Community Ser-
vices District (“Cambria
CSD Still Crazy After All
These Years,” Sept. 2014).
   We reviewed the CSD’s
behavior over the span of a
decade in which the District
has demonstrated its un-
swerving belief, despite
repeated evidence to the
contrary, that if they throw
enough money, lobbyists
and lawyers at a water
project, they can get a per-
mit, despite the flagrant
failure of those projects to
conform with the require-
ments of the California
Coastal Act.
   The occasion for that
stroll down bad memory
lane: To address its never-
substantiated water emer-
gency (see “Cambria’s
Shock Doctrine,” Jan.
2015), the CSD had just
decided to put Cambria on
the hook for a $13 million
loan for a permanent desali-
nation plant in the environ-
mentally sensitive San
Simeon Creek watershed
instead of the temporary
facility recommended by
the Coastal Commission –
prior to completing an En-
vironmental Impact Report
(EIR) and with only a tem-
porary emergency  Coastal
Development Permit, and
despite direct warnings
from Coastal staff that the
project “will likely cause
‘take’ of endangered species
and cause long-term harm
to sensitive habitat” and
that it would be a good idea

for the directors of the Dis-
trict to find out the answers
to questions about how
much damage the project
will do and at what cost to
the District “before locking
into a long-term project and
its associated liabilities.”
   They didn’t. (See “Cam-
bria CSD Reaps First In-
stallment on the Whirl-
wind,” April 2015.)
   But, as it turns out, that
was just the warm-up. To
truly burnish its rep as the
biggest scofflaw on the
Central Coast when it
comes to trying to dodge
the rules put in place to
protect coastal habitat and
wildlife, now it’s time to
double down. At its March
24 meeting, the CSD offi-
cially morphed its uncondi-
tioned, unreviewed, unmiti-
gated emergency water
supply facility into an any-
time-we-feel-like-it water
supply facility. The CSD
affirmed that the emergency
water supply project has
been “rebranded” and the
after-the-fact EIR will now
have to “evaluate use of the
facility to supply water to
existing and future custom-
ers,” raising the stakes and
the height of the regulatory
mountain it has to climb to
gain a regular Coastal De-
velopment Permit.
   In an effort to make the
facility switcheroo palatable
in the EIR, the District is
now focused on finding the

funds for a Buildout Reduc-
tion Program (BRP), buying
up, merging or retiring de-
velopment rights for lots to
keep Cambria below a total
buildout of 4,650 residential
water connections.
   At the April 18 meeting of
the BRP committee, attor-
ney Mark
Rochefort,
through his
alternate, sub-
mitted a good
question. He
wanted to know
if the water fa-
cility would
have the capac-
ity to provide
water for 4,650
hookups. We
have another
question: If the
water facility
provides water
for 4,650 hook-
ups, what will
that ultimately do
to the Santa Rosa
and San Simeon
Creek watershed
and the environ-
ment?
   Piloting this
ship into the un-
known is CSD
Director Greg
Sanders, the mas-
termind behind
the CSD’s mul-
tiple previous
failed desal
projects and the
debacle of a failed

half-million dollar legal war
the CSD waged against the
Coastal Commission over
the design and placement of
water storage tanks. Sand-
ers came to the CSD from
the law firm of Nossaman,

The perils of cutting corners  The Cambria CSD’s malfunctioning desal brine pit is just one of the
chickens coming home to roost in the attempt to parlay a fake emergency into a water source for
future development.

CAMBRIA cont. on page 6

Sierra Club Endorses
Kamala Harris for
U.S. Senate

One for the Kit Fox

Endangered  A San Joaquin kit fox on the Carrizo Plain.

It Took Some Doing

Take a hike  Cambria Pines Lodge is no longer sealing off public
access to the coast by closing and locking a gate it placed over the
trail to the sea. Thank you, hard working Coastal Commission staff.

by Arthur Feinstein
California/Nevada Regional Conservation Committee

A Chance to Save Our
Wetlands and Streams
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350 Bay Area
350 Central Virginia
350 Colorado
350 Conejo / San Fernando Valley
350 DC
350 Eugene
350 Loudoun

Dear Member of Congress,

   To protect our communities and avoid disastrous levels of
climate change, the U.S. must boldly act to keep fossil fuels
in the ground. Recent decisions – such as protecting the
Atlantic coast from offshore drilling, enacting a morato-
rium on new coal leasing on U.S. public lands, banning
fracking in New York, and rejecting the Keystone XL tar
sands pipeline – have made progress toward this critical
end. Such fossil fuel restrictions must be expanded to ad-
equately safeguard our communities and climate.
   However, two pending trade deals pose major barriers to
this climate imperative. The Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship (TTIP), as proposed, would empower an unprec-
edented number of fossil fuel corporations, including some
of the world’s largest polluters, to challenge U.S. policies
in tribunals not accountable to any domestic legal system.
There, the firms could use the trade pacts’ broad foreign
investor rights to demand compensation for U.S. fossil fuel
restrictions. These “investor-state dispute settlement”
(ISDS) cases would be decided not by judges, but by law-
yers who typically represent corporations.
   We strongly urge you to eliminate this threat to U.S. cli-
mate progress by committing to vote no on the TPP and
asking the U.S. Trade Representative to remove from TTIP
any provision that empowers corporations to challenge
government policies in extrajudicial tribunals.
   In January, TransCanada – the company behind the Key-
stone XL pipeline – illustrated that the climate threats
posed by such trade deals are real. The company an-
nounced it would use the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) to ask a private tribunal of three law-
yers to order the U.S. government to pay more than $15
billion – more than $100 from every individual U.S. tax
return – as “compensation” because President Obama re-
jected a pipeline that threatened oil spills and increased
climate disruption.
   But the TPP and TTIP would more than double the num-
ber of fossil fuel corporations that could follow Trans-
Canada’s example and challenge U.S. policies in private
tribunals. Indeed, the pacts would be the first to allow the
world’s largest polluters – including all of the eight largest
private greenhouse gas emitters outside of the U.S. – to
wield this tool against U.S. climate policies. The fossil fuel
firms that would gain this right are currently fracking on
our public lands, drilling for oil off our shores, building
liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminals on our coasts, run-
ning refineries in our cities, and operating fossil fuel pipe-
lines and trains in nearly every region of the country. No
previous trade deal has given such broad rights to corpora-
tions with such broad interests in maintaining U.S. fossil
fuel dependency.
   Fossil fuel corporations are increasingly using ISDS un-
der existing trade and investment pacts, contributing to a
recent surge in cases. In fact, half of the new ISDS cases
launched in 2014 targeted policies affecting oil or gas ex-
traction, mining, or power generation. Law firms specializ-
ing in ISDS are now explicitly advising corporations, in-
cluding fossil fuel firms, to see ISDS as a “tool to assist
lobbying efforts to prevent” unwanted policies, as threats
of costly ISDS cases can chill policy proposals.
   By empowering many more firms to launch ISDS cases
against the U.S., the TPP and TTIP would pose a major
threat to efforts across the country to restrict fossil fuel
activities, including these:

• Fracking: The TPP and TTIP would undermine efforts
in various states to restrict the dangerous practice of frack-
ing by granting ISDS rights to more foreign fracking firms
than all 56 existing U.S. trade and investment pacts com-
bined. The threat is real – a gas corporation named Lone
Pine Resources is currently using NAFTA’s nearly identical
foreign investor rights to ask an ISDS tribunal to order
compensation from Canada for a fracking moratorium in
Quebec.

• Offshore drilling: The TPP and TTIP would empower
oil and gas corporations with more than 10 million acres’
worth of U.S. offshore drilling leases – one out of every
three leased acres – to use ISDS threats to resist offshore
drilling restrictions, posing a threat to coastal communities
and the climate. That is 24 times more area than that leased
to firms with existing ISDS rights.

• Oil and gas extraction on public lands: The TPP and
TTIP would allow corporations with leases for oil and gas
drilling on over 720,000 acres of U.S. public lands to
launch ISDS cases against U.S. federal leasing restrictions,
undercutting our ability to limit greenhouse gas emissions.

• Fossil fuel pipelines: The TPP and TTIP would enable
corporations that own tens of thousands of miles’ worth of
fossil fuel pipelines in at least 29 states to go to private
tribunals and, like TransCanada, demand billions of dollars
for delays or denials of dangerous pipelines.

   The TPP and TTIP’s unprecedented expansion of U.S.
ISDS liability would similarly threaten efforts to protect
communities from fossil fuel trains, LNG terminals, refin-
eries, and other fossil fuel hazards.
   Much of the world’s remaining fossil fuel reserves are on
or adjacent to Indigenous lands and territories. Unfortu-
nately, the nation-states engaged in the TPP and TTIP
agreements have not strongly defended Indigenous land
rights and Indigenous peoples’ right to free, prior, and in-
formed consent. Ultimately, such trade deals grant more
rights to transnational corporations, often at the expense of
Indigenous rights, undermining special protections of In-
digenous lands and cultural resources. For Indigenous
peoples wanting a just economic transition away from oil
and gas development, these deals pose severe risks to their
sovereignty and ability to self-determine their futures as
nations and tribal citizens concerned about the climate,
health, and environmental impacts from fossil fuels.
   We strongly urge you to stand up for healthy communi-
ties, clean air and water, Indigenous peoples, property
rights, and a stable climate by committing to vote no on the
TPP and asking the U.S. Trade Representative to remove
from TTIP any provision that empowers corporations to
challenge government policies in extrajudicial tribunals.

Sincerely,

Looming Trade Deals Threaten Efforts to Keep Fossil Fuels in the Ground
Last month, 415 civil society organizations sent this letter to every member of Congress
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Safe Drinking Water Act
and EPA must revise them.
Furthermore, the agency
can and must impose a
moratorium on any new or
expanded exemptions until
such revisions a finalized.”
   One of the biggest prob-
lems with the EPA’s out-
dated assumptions: The
agency has not “taken ac-
count of developments
since the existing rules
were written in the early
1980s, including…im-
proved technologies for
water treatment and corre-
sponding increases in the
use of desalination of
brackish groundwater as a
drinking water source, and
advances in our scientific
and technical understand-
ing of groundwater, espe-
cially in the areas of com-
puter modeling and
contaminant fate and trans-
port.”
   As a result, the regula-
tions – enforced or not —
have permitted and are
continuing to permit the
destruction of aquifers that
could have potentially pro-
vided drinking water at the
moment when  climate
change and drought are
shrinking the supply of
drinking water and popula-
tion growth is increasing
the demand.

4. We’re making earth-
quakes. A study of in-
creased seismicity in Kern

County concluded that Cali-
fornia has the same problem
that is now engulfing Okla-
homa: earthquakes caused
by oilfield injection wells.
The first study to make the
link between earthquakes
and California’s oil opera-
tions was published in the
scientific journal Geophysi-
cal Research Letters in
February. The state is now
embarked on a three-part
study of the phenomenon,
the first part of which is
scheduled to be released in
December.
  On May 22, the Sacra-
mento Bee published an op
ed by the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity’s climate
science director – coauthor
of a 2014 analysis of the oil
industry’s wastewater-injec-
tion wells in California—
noting that, despite the in-
creasingly obvious seismic
risk, state regulators are
“letting oil companies in-
crease quake risks by drill-
ing injection wells near
faults across the state.”
   This is doubly prob-
lematic for Freeport 
MMR’s Price Canyon op-
erations, as the Edna Fault 
is one of the “permanent” 
geological barriers that 
regulators are promising 
will keep the oil wastewater 
contained instead of migrat-
ing to nearby wells. If 
Freeport MMR is permitted 
to drill new wells and in-
crease the volume of waste-
water it’s injecting, it would 
do so near the earthquake 
fault that those wells have a 
good chance of triggering.

5. Well injection sites
have been found to harm
surface water. With regula-
tory concerns understand-
ably focused on the poten-
tial harm to groundwater
due to the injection of
oilfield waste deep into the
earth, not much attention
has been paid to potential
impacts on adjacent streams
and other water bodies in
the vicinity of injection
wells. And to be fair, who
would have thought? How
could such wastewater mi-
grate from a deep injection
well site to a stream?
   As yet, no one knows. But
we know it’s happening. In
May, the U.S. Geological
Survey published the first
studies that “demonstrate
water-quality impacts to a
surface stream due to activi-
ties at an unconventional oil
and gas wastewater deep
well injection disposal site.”
   “Considering how many
wastewater disposal wells
are in operation across the
country, it’s critical to know
what impacts they may have
on the surrounding environ-
ment,” said Duke Univer-
sity scientist Christopher
Kassotis, the lead author on
one of the studies. “These
studies are an important
first step in that process.”

6. Some oil sources are
worse than others. When it
comes to applying the di-
rective to “keep it in the
ground” if we are to avert
the worst effects of climate
change, (see “Looming

Trade Deals Threaten Ef-
forts to Keep Fossil Fuels in
the Ground,” facing page),
the Arroyo Grande Oil Field
is uniquely bad news for
greenhouse gas emissions.
   This was made clear in a

higher carbon intensity
ranking than Arroyo
Grande.
   For this fact alone, set
against multiple policies in
the County’s General Plan
that provide “a framework

Oilfield
continued from page 2

   Jack McCurdy, one of the
truly unique people to dwell
in Morro Bay in recent
years, died on March 23,
2016, at the age of 83. He
fought a long battle with
cancer and for over a year
also endured the ravages of
Parkinson’s Disease. Nei-
ther quelled his spirit and
he continued to be con-
cerned about Morro Bay
and his friends there.
   Jack had a stellar career
in journalism before he
moved to Morro Bay in
1980. He was a reporter for
the Los Angeles Times for
20 years and was California
correspondent for the
Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion from 1980-2000. He
was a member of the Times
staff that won the Pulitzer

Prize for coverage of the
Watts riots in 1965, and was
awarded the International
Reading Association Print
Media Award in 1968 in
recognition of outstanding
reporting in newspapers,
magazines and wire ser-
vices. He was the author of
two books.
   Jack never lived the life of
a laid back retiree in Morro
Bay. He was active politi-
cally and fought to keep
Morro Bay the treasure that
it is. An example of this was
in 1989 when Tri-W Inc.
wanted to turned pastoral
land across from Morro Bay
into a gigantic shopping
mall. He was one of those
who battled to keep this
from happening for he knew
it would destroy what Morro

Bay was. He worked
diligently for political
candidates who he felt
would protect the life
style that was uniquely
Morro Bay. He was
quite concerned about
health issues caused by
the presence of an ac-
tive power plant lo-
cated on the Bay. Jack
did not just care about
political and environ-
mental issues, for he
was a crusader for so-
cial causes that would
improve the lives of

those around him. He wrote
numerous well-articulated
articles about these issues
to educate and inform the
public, most recently for
the SLO Coast Journal.
   A few of the organiza-
tions that he was active in
were Citizens Action
League, Voters Initiative
Committee, Advocates for
a Better Community, the
Sierra Club and The
Coastal Alliance on Plant
Expansion.
   Knowing that his health
was declining, a group of
Morro Bay residents gave
Jack an unofficial “Unsung
Hero” award in the fall of
2015 to make note of all
that he had done while
residing in Morro Bay.
Those who called them-
selves his friend can take
comfort in the fact that
Jack knew that he was
loved and respected by so
many and esteemed by
those who read his works
over the years. All who
came in contact with this
thoughtful, intelligent man
had their lives elevated.
   Shortly before his death,
Jack moved to Santa Rosa
to be close to his family
and was living in an as-
sisted living facility. He is
survived by two sons and
two granddaughters.

Jack McCurdy, 83 - “Unsung Hero” and Morro Bay Resident

By Sandra Beebe

If Freeport is permitted to
increase the volume of 
wastewater it’s injecting, 
it will be near the earth-
quake fault that those 
wells have a good chance 
of triggering.

TAKE ACTION

Join the residents of Price
Canyon in resisting the ten-
fold expansion of the Ar-
royo Grande Oil Field,
which would forever change
the nature of SLO County.
To be notified of hearings at
the Planning Commission
and Board of Supervisors,
send a request to
sierraclub8@gmail.com.

2015 staff
report done
for the Cali-
fornia Air
Resources
Board calcu-
lating carbon
intensity val-
ues of crude
oil supplied
to California
refineries.
Carbon inten-
sity, a measure of the GHG
emissions per unit of energy
of fuel, was calculated by
ARB staff for all crude oil
supplied to California refin-
eries in the years 2010-
2014, plus crudes that may
be supplied to California
refineries in the future.
They analyzed the carbon
intensity of oil – a value
representing production,
transport, and use divided
by energy content —  from
oilfields in eleven states and
thirty countries.
   In evaluating the life-
cycle carbon emissions of
oil fields around the world,
the report found that most
fields fall within a carbon
intensity range of 8 to 12.
Some low-end outliers reg-
ister a carbon intensity
value in the range of 2.5 to
7.5. High-end outliers con-
sisted of about two dozen
oil fields with values that
fall between the high teens
and the high twenties. An
even smaller number of
way-out-there outliers regis-
ter carbon intensity values
above 30. The Arroyo
Grande Oil Field’s carbon
intensity value is 32.6.
   In a study of hundreds of
operations in the world’s
major oil producing areas,
only eight oil fields have a

for moving toward an en-
ergy future that transitions
from traditional, non-re-
newable fossil fuel energy
sources to the production of
environmentally sustain-
able, renewable energy
supplies that do not degrade
ecosystems,” it is clear: the
expansion of the Arroyo
Grande Oil Field should not
even be on the table.
   When taken into account
along with all of the above,
SLO County has more than
enough cause to exercise its
discretion to deny a discre-
tionary permit for the exten-
sion of Freeport McMo-
Ran’s expired drilling per-
mit for 31 new wells, and
reject its application for 450
new wells in the Arroyo
Grande Oil Field.

PROTECTSLO.ORG

By STAND

   Despite the threat of explosions and toxic air pollution, oil
trains continue to pass through our cities and towns, by
schools and stadiums, and over our drinking water
sources. People have the right to know where and when
these trains are running — and they have the right to say no.
   This July 6-12th — for the 3rd year in a row — over 100
communities are taking the fight to #stopoiltrains to the
federal and state government, and to the rail and oil indus-
tries. 
   Here’s how to make this year’s #StopOilTrains Week of
Action the best year yet:

Host or join an event at stopoiltrains.org.

Recruit event hosts/RSVPs via email & social media:
 Send an email to your list (find a sample at bit.ly/

stopoiltrainskit)
 Post on Facebook:

- This July 6-12th, we will stop oil trains. Want to host an
event in your community? Sign-up at stopoiltrains.org to
your event an on the map! Together, we’ll take action
across North America to #StopOilTrains!
- Will you join us to help protect communities and the cli-
mate? Together, we’ll take action across the US and
Canada to #StopOilTrains! Sign-up at stopoiltrains.org

Tweet!
- This July 6-12, we’re taking action to #StopOilTrains.
Sign-up to host an event at stopoiltrains.org #StopOilTrains

- This July, we’re building people power to #stopoiltrains &
move beyond extreme oil. Join us —> stopoiltrains.org

Become a partner
 Sign-up or learn what it means to be a partner at bit.ly/
woapartner. (Find the partner toolkit at bit.ly/
stopoiltrainspartner)
 Once signed up, you’ll be added to the Crude Awakening
Network list (oilnet@googlegroups.com). You’ll receive
general updates and sample content every week.

Build the Buzz
 Let all the coalitions and lists you’re a part of know about
the #StopOilTrains week of action.
 Create and share content — blogs, posts, video, graphics,
etc. Let us know if you need support with this!

Let’s #StopOilTrains, together.

July 6-12:
Stop Oil
Trains

A gentle man with a deep sense of justice

Los Osos: Say Yes to the Tank

   Attention Los Osos residents: if you recently got this
postcard from the County but tossed it without reading it or
misplaced it, we’ll summarize: Do not punch a hole in
your septic tank and fill it with sand before you hook
up to the sewer. Select the clean & close option and you’ll
be eligible for a potential $500 future rebate for residents
who elect to hang onto their septic tanks so they can use
them to store non-potable water for irrigation and other
recycling uses.
   You can retain an invaluable asset in the midst of a
drought that has no end in sight, and wind up paying less
than the cost of destroying it.
   Contractors will recommend tank demolition based on
familiarity. Tell them you want to Clean & Close!
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Summary: “Environmental Progress Illinois,” a group founded by Michael Shellenberger — a political
strategist who advocates for nuclear power, fracking, and no environmental limits to growth — wrote a letter
to urge Illinois’ leaders and utilities to save Illinois’ nuclear plants, raising many of the same arguments
being made by Shellenberger and other nuclear advocates to “save Diablo Canyon.” Rebutting them here is
Dave Kraft, Director of the Nuclear Energy Information Service.

 “Environmental Progress Letter to IL Legislature/Leaders,” April 4, 2016.
.

Taking Issue: Keeping nuclear power alive
problematic environmental coverage & commentary in our local media

  Sincerely,

   [List of environmental scientists and conservationists]

Guthner, Knox & Elliott,
which boasts of its specialty
of removing sundry “ob-
stacles that stand in the way
of development” in the
course of defending “devel-
opment projects against
environmental challenges.”

Coastal Commission:
Not buying it
   On May 16, the Acting
Executive Director of the
California Coastal Commis-
sion sent a letter to the
County warning that the
third time would definitely
not be the charm if the
County sought to renew the
Cambria CSD’s twice-re-
newed “emergency” Coastal
Development Permit for the
desal plant – a permit that
was supposed to have been
followed up with an appli-

cation for a regular CDP
within 30 days of the emer-
gency permit’s issuance on
May 15, 2014. Instead,
“The CCSD has failed to
submit a complete applica-
tion to the County and has
twice requested emergency
permit extensions, in part to
allow the CCSD to com-
plete an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) for the
emergency project. The
County has granted those
extensions, resulting in a
current emergency CDP
expiration date of June 30,
2016.”
   The letter goes on to
count off the reasons why
“we recommend the County
not again extend the exist-
ing emergency CDP:”

1) The CCSD has modified
the project in a manner
inconsistent with the re-
quirements of the existing

emergency CDP.
2) The CCSD has operated
the project for non-emer-
gency purposes.
3) The CCSD is out of com-
pliance with the emergency
CDP.
4) Before the CCSD can
continue operations, the
facility must be modified in
a manner not authorized by
the emergency CDP.

   The letter went into con-
siderable detail, noting first
and foremost that the pro-
ject has changed from an
“emergency water supply”
resulting from a claimed
Stage 3 Water Supply Emer-
gency  into a “sustainable
water project” and “both the
CCSD and the County have
started processing develop-
ment applications for
Cambria that would result
in new and additional water
users reliant on the project.”

No one gets an emergency
permit for a project to
facilitate future develop-
ment.
   Further, the CSD has
never submitted monitor-
ing reports on well levels,
pumping data, etc. as re-
quired by their emergency
permit, and “although the
CCSD has maintained its
Stage 3 Emergency decla-
ration since 2014, it has
operated the facility almost
entirely during times when
the aquifers were well
above critical levels.”  The
CSD ran the plant for four
months last year when San
Simeon Creek was flow-
ing, despite stating that it
would only operate when
there were no surface
flows in the creek.
   And due to its “emer-
gency” rush to desal, with
no time for an Environ-
mental Impact Report or

application for a regular
Coastal Development Per-
mit, the facility has run afoul
of “several problems associ-
ated with its use of an evapo-
ration basin and blowers
designed to handle its dis-
charge, and the Regional
Water Quality Control Board
has required that the CCSD
find an alternative method to
handle the project discharge,
which the CCSD has not yet
done. The CCSD has also
had to curtail facility opera-
tions due to water quality
issues in both San Simeon
Creek and the underlying
aquifer. To correct these
problems and restart opera-
tions, the CCSD will need to
make as-of-yet unknown
modifications to the project;
however, the emergency
CDP requires that modifica-
tions not permitted in the
County’s initial approval
require a new and separate

Cambria
continued from page 3

authorization.”
   The Executive Director
concluded: “We have ex-
pected the County and
CCSD to evaluate these
issues during review of the
CCSD’s follow-up permit
application at some point
over the past two years and
have offered to assist in that
review; however, the review
has not yet occurred. We
believe the focus of all in-
volved parties at this point
should be completion of the
follow-up permit applica-
tion and the EIR to allow
for the necessary project
review.”
   That EIR is expected to
be completed in August,
triggering the Coastal De-
velopment Permit review
process.
   That is the moment when
Cambria is likely to start
learning the high cost of
short cuts.
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Classifieds
Next issue deadline is June 14. To get a rate sheet or submit your ad and payment, contact:
Sierra Club, P.O. Box 15755, San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 or sierraclub8@gmail.com

CYNTHIA HAWLEY
ATTORNEY

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
LAND USE

CIVIL LITIGATION

P.O. Box 29  Cambria  California  93428
Phone 805-927-5102    Fax 805-927-5220

   As the entire world has
seen by now, Donald Trump
told Reuters this week that
he is “not a fan” of the uni-
versal climate accord
agreed to in Paris and that
“at a minimum I will be
renegotiating those agree-
ments, at a minimum. And
at a maximum I may do
something else.”
   There’s little ambiguity
about what “something
else” means—Trump is
talking about bringing the
U.S. out of an agreement
adopted universally by es-
sentially every country on
earth.
   Unfortunately, what
Trump is really doing here
is proposing to negotiate
away American leadership.
What he said is not just
unrealistic, it would do
irreparable damage to the
United States and our role
abroad. Building a physical
or virtual wall around the
United States is not a solu-
tion -- and it’s especially
not a solution to one of the
most pressing challenges of
our time.
   What’s more, the whole
situation forces the ques-
tion: How exactly would a
climate-denier negotiate an
agreement about climate
action?
   Trump’s comments were
definitely historic — but for

all the wrong reasons.
Trump is on track - if
elected - to be, to all ap-
pearances, the only head of
state in the entire world to
outright deny the science of
climate change.
   It’s important here to
recall that the Paris agree-
ment is an excellent deal
for the United States. It
gives us assurances that as
we take action to address
the climate crisis, other
high-emitting countries will
do the same. For the first
time, it requires all coun-
tries to put forward plans
on how they will reduce
their carbon pollution.
   That’s why Trump’s com-
ments also show how little
he understands about con-
ducting foreign policy.
Leading up to and follow-
ing the Paris agreement,
and with temperature rise
on a continual march for-
ward, climate change has
become a top level diplo-
matic priority for nearly all
leading countries around
the world. A great many of
our allies and largest trad-
ing partners see Paris as an
historic achievement. Many
poorer and more vulnerable
countries see it as essential
to their survival. If Trump
were to try to unwind it,
that would have enormous
consequences detrimental
to our ability to achieve key
international priorities. We
would do grave damage to
important relationships, and
we can be sure that coun-
tries would be much less
likely to cooperate with us
across a range of issues 
including trade, security,
counter terrorism, etc. 
   Trump may have gotten
his start in reality TV, but
now it’s time for a dose of
actual reality. Besides the
fact that his agenda is sim-
ply wrong, Trump also
doesn’t know what he’s
talking about. The agree-

ment is already heading into
force, and the U.S. will not
be able to withdraw for four
years after ratifica-
tion. And there is no
‘renegotiating’ the
Paris agreement. You
can’t get more than
190 countries to re-
negotiate a deal they
are already imple-
menting and on
board with.
   Trump needs to hit
the books. As with so
many issues, he
seems to have a fun-
damentally reckless
lack of understanding
about this agreement.
   To put an even finer point
on what he said in specific
about China - that China
would not adhere to its
pledge - Trump fails to rec-
ognize the dramatic move-
ment China has made to
reign in its coal pollution.
We are now looking at a
peaking of Chinese carbon
emissions well ahead of
schedule, and that is at the
same time that the country
is rapidly scaling up renew-
able and low carbon sources
of energy. China has re-
cently built on its already
substantial commitments by
shutting 1,000 coal mines &
imposing a moratorium on
many new coal plants. So
he’s just totally wrong and
uninformed on this.
   What’s clear above all is
that during this election, the
choice between the candi-
dates on the climate crisis
could not be more obvious
— and that’s true no matter
who ultimately becomes the
Democratic nominee. At
this critical time for our
planet, our families, and our
communities, Donald
Trump is ignoring the cli-
mate crisis and will do any-
thing he can to dismantle
government safeguards
even if clean air and water
are put at risk.

Trump’s Climate Denial Would
“Negotiate” Away U.S. Leadership

By Khalid Pitts, Sierra Club Compass, May 23, 2016
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8 Santa Lucian  •  June 2016Outings and Activities Calendar
Seller of travel registration information: CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California.

All our hikes and activities are open to all Club members and the general public. Please bring drinking water to all outings and
optionally a lunch. Sturdy footwear is recommended. All phone numbers listed are within area code 805 unless otherwise
noted. Pets are generally not allowed. A parent or responsible adult must accompany children under the age of 18. If you have
any suggestions for hikes or outdoor activities, questions about the Chapter’s outing policies, or would like to be an outings
leader, call Outings Chair Joe Morris, 549-0355. For information on a specific outing, please call the listed outing leader.

Jun. 12-14, Jul. 17-19, Aug. 21-23, Sept. 25-27,
Oct. 23-25. Join us for a 3-day, 3-island, live-
aboard cruise to the Channel Islands. Hike wind-
swept trails bordered with blazing wildflowers.
Kayak rugged coastlines. Snorkel in pristine waters
teeming with colorful fish. Swim with frolicking
seals and sea lions. Look for unusual sea and land
birds. Watch for the endangered island fox. Or just
relax at sea!

All cruises
depart from
Santa Barbara. $650 cost includes an assigned
bunk, all meals, snacks and beverages plus the
services of a naturalist-docent assigned by the
national park to help lead hikes, point out items
of interest and give evening program. For more
information, contact leader: Joan Jones Holtz;
626-443-0706; jholtzhln@aol.com.
   To hold a reservation, mail a $100 check to
Sierra Club, and send to Joan Jones Holtz,
11826 The Wye St., El Monte, CA 91732.

Island Hopping in Channel Islands National Park

This is a partial listing of Outings
offered by our chapter.

Please check the web page
www.santalucia.sierraclub.org for

the most up-to-date listing of
activities.

Sanctuary
continued from page 1

Activities sponsored by other organizations

(805) 549-0355

Sat., June 11, 1 p.m.-2 p.m. : Pecho Coast and Diablo
Canyon Plants at SLO Botanical Garden. Discover the
flora along a protected strip of the Central Coast! Kelly
Kephart, terrestrial biologist with PG&E, will be present-

ing on the plants and
landscape management
of this special region.
Followed by free Gar-
den tour at 2PM.
Slobg.org/pecho. San
Luis Obispo Botanical
Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd. $5 for Garden members,
$10 for public. 805-541-1400 x 305.

Sat., June 4th, 8:30 a.m.
Big Sur: Ragged Point to
Salmon Creek. Strenuous
hike in beautiful Silver
Peak Wilderness, 15 miles,
3,600 ft. gain. We climb
coastal ridge on Baldwin
Ranch Rd for 7 miles, then
uphill trek on Spruce
Creek trail out to Salmon
Creek trail down to high-
way. On trail for about 7
hrs. There will be a car
shuttle back to Ragged Pt.
Advise you bring trekking
poles or walking sticks for
steep downhill on road
plus sturdy hiking shoes,
sunscreen, and 2 quarts of
water.  Poison oak on
trails.  Meet at Washburn
Day Use parking area in
San Simeon State Park, 1.2
miles north of Cambria on
Hwy 1. Please RSVP with
leader beforehand.  Ex-
treme heat postpones.
Leader: Carlos Diaz-
Saavedra, 546-0317.

Wed., June 8th, 10 a.m.
Islay Loop Trail, Mon-

tana de Oro State Park.
Join us for a 2.5-mile hike,
325 ft. gain, past views of
late-spring wildflowers,
mountains, valley, creek,
and ocean.  Meet at
Spooner’s ranch house, 2.5
miles after park entrance.
Leader: Vicki Marchenko,
528-5567 or vmarchenko57
@gmail.com.

Sun., June 12th, 2 p.m.
Historic Walk: Jazz-Age
SLO to World War
II. Where are the hotel
where Hearst entertained
his celebrity guests, the
speakeasies of the twenties,
and the original French
hospital?  Find out and
much more on a guided
downtown stroll of San Luis
Obispo. Hear stories of its
changing city life from the
Model T years to Prohibi-
tion, Depression, and then
Pearl Harbor. Meet at cor-
ner of Marsh and Toro Sts.
Leader: Joe Morris, 549-
0355.

Sat., June 18th, (varying
start times) Morro Mania!
Join Andrea and Bill for
their fifth anniversary hike,
a one-day ascent of the five
publicly accessible morros
from San Luis Obispo to
Morro Bay. All five can be
hiked in succession or se-
lected to meet your prefer-
ences and conditioning.
Each has a beautiful and
unique vista—from city to
oak woodland, grassland,
and finally seashore. Total
roundtrip distance for all
five hikes is about 13 miles,
with 3,500 ft. of elevation
gain. Bring plenty of
water (store extra in your
car), lunch, and snacks, and
dress in layers for changing
weather. The day is likely to
start and end cool, but be
quite warm at mid-day.  A
hat, sunscreen, and sturdy
hiking shoes are essential.
It’s requested that you no-
tify Leader: Bill Waycott,
459-2103 or bill.waycott@
gmail.com at least 24 hours
in advance if you are com-

ing.  Asst.: Andrea Ortiz,
934-2792. The plants, ani-
mals and geology of the
area will be topics during
the hikes.
   Here’s the schedule:

4826 or (email preferred)
hardyhikers@ embarq
mail.com  S. Nevada
Group/CNRCC Desert
Committee.

Sun., June 26th, 2 p.m.
Ecology Walk of the Elfin
Forest.  Come on an easy,
one-mile stroll along the
bluffs overlooking Morro
Bay. We will discuss over
25 native plants, birds, and
lichen plus several in-
vasives adapting to this
beautiful preserve of
“coastal dune scrub” habi-
tat.  Learn about their uses
by the Chumash and marvel
at the ocean views.  From
South Bay Blvd. in Los
Osos, turn west on Santa
Ysabel toward ocean, then
right on 17th St to end.
Leader: Joe Morris, 549-
0355.

   Seven months after
NOAA announced the new
sanctuary nomination pro-
cess, our grass-roots group
of collaborators sent them
a formal nomination for
the Chumash Heritage
National Marine Sanctu-
ary.
   NOAA rejected it, say-
ing it lacked sufficient
detail.
   Eight months later, our
undaunted band of nomi-
nators sent version 2.0 –
about three times the size
of the first one, with more
than a dozen letters of
support from academics,
NGO’s, local businesses
and elected officials, and
more than 600 listed indi-
vidual supporters. NOAA
accepted it.
   One key date I can re-
member easily: January 6,
2016, the night NOAA
came to Morro Bay for a
town hall meeting to ex-
plain exactly what the
national marine sanctuary
program is about and how
sanctuaries work.
   It was a dark and stormy
night, and it was Waterloo
for sanctuary’s implacable
opponents, who for
months had been holding
forth at local government

meetings and plastering
The Tribune with cock-
eyed op eds and poorly
informed letters to the
editor. They sallied forth
that night to hurl their
arguments at NOAA…
only to find out what hap-
pens when ignorance
meets knowledge, rumor
meets experience, anec-
dote meets authority, etc.
(See “Facts vs. Fantasy,”
Feb. 2016.)
   Slowly, surely, for the
residents who packed the
Morro Bay Vets Hall, and
more watching the broad-
cast at home, the light
began to dawn: A national
marine sanctuary is the
best thing that can happen
to a coastal community.
Those that have one want
more of what they’ve got,
per the recently granted
request by  the residents of
Marin, Sonoma and
Humboldt Counties to
expand the area of the
Cordell Bank and Gulf of
the Farallones sanctuaries,
fully protecting their
coastal waters from the
threat of future offshore
oil and gas leasing.
   On May 2nd, with Rep.
Capps’ announcement and
her letter to NOAA, the
Central Coast came a big
step closer to becoming
part of that reality.  

   NOAA still has to agree
to Congresswoman Capps’
request. (You can help them
do so by clicking on
tinyurl.com/CHNMS
petition). Once the designa-
tion process begins, there
will be more than a year of
oral and written comments
and lots more local meet-
ings — official, transcribed,
and part of the administra-
tive record. At the end of
that process, NOAA will
make a final determination.
   Sanctuary’s implacable
foes will surely show up for
that process. But their num-
bers will be smaller, their
arguments already publicly
debunked. They will be
greatly outnumbered by all
of us – that’s you, Santa
Lucian reader, and all your
friends and neighbors, ask-
ing NOAA to give us the
final link in a spectacular
necklace of natural gems,
filling in the gap off the
Central Coast and granting
California’s priceless
coastal waters sanctuary
protection from Point Arena
to the Channel Islands.
   When we speak in those
meetings and submit those
comments, whether we say
it or write it or just hold it
in our thoughts, let’s re-
member the most important
comment of all:
“Thank you, Lois Capps.”

7:30 a.m.  Islay Hill, 2
miles, 500 ft. gain, mod-
erate. The easternmost
of the morros, with
views of five others. To
trailhead, take Tank
Farm Rd. east past
Orcutt Rd., then south
on Spanish Oaks Dr.,
then east on Sweet Bay
Lane to end.

9 a.m. Cerro San Luis,
4 miles, 1,100 ft. gain,
moderate.  Has knockout
views of SLO. Trailhead
at the end of Marsh St,
just before onramp to
Hwy 101 south.

Lunch: 11:15 to 12
noon, Throop Park,
corner of Cerro
Romauldo St. and
Cuesta Dr. in SLO.

12 noon, Bishop Peak,
3.5 miles, 950 ft. gain,
moderately strenuous.
Highest of all the
morros. From Hwy 1, go
west on Highland Dr,
then right on Patricia
Dr. Park at trailhead on
Patricia Dr just before
reaching Anacapa
Circle.

3:30 p.m., Cerro
Cabrillo, 2.5 miles, 800
ft. gain, moderately
strenuous. 360-
degree views form Santa
Lucia Mts. to coastline.
Meet at Quarry Hill
trailhead on South Bay
Blvd., 1.4 miles south of
Hwy 1 or .4 miles north
of Turri Rd.

6 p.m., Black Hill, 3
miles, 650 ft gain, mod-
erate. Ocean views from
Montana de Oro north to
San Simeon. From South
Bay Blvd., drive into
Morro Bay State Park on
Main St. Meet at the
parking area on north
side of road, next to
restrooms opposite the
boat marina, just east of
the campground en-
trance.

Sun.-Sat, June 19th-25th,
Escalante River Back-
pack.  Enjoy stunning land-
scape of southern Utah on
backpack along 27 miles of
Escalante River and 10
miles of deep and narrow
Harris Wash Creek, with
side trips to explore narrow
canyons and creeks.  Arrive
in town of Escalante at the
Escalante Interagency Visi-
tor Center at noon MDT to
get our free permit and lat-
est route information.  Then
car shuttle between the be-
ginning at the Hwy 12
bridge and the end at Harris
Wash trailhead. Bring a
daypack for the sidetrips
and appropriate footwear
for being in and out of the
river all day. There is an
option of ending the trip on
the 24th or 25th.  Leader:
David Hardy, 702-875-

“We are practitioners of nature…. It’s an honor to
see the efforts being made by agencies to do the
right thing; to honor the First Nations people, the
Chumash people. This is the place holder for our
co-existence, and existence of tomorrow.”

        - Mati Waiya, Founder, Wishtoyo Chumash
           Foundation, May 2, 2016

Wed., June 1, 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m. Tour of SLO Botanical Garden with a design presen-
tation by Ken Haggard. Join the Green Building Alliance for a tour of the peaceful and
picturesque landscapes of the SLO Botanical Gardens. Afterwards, Ken will lead a presen-
tation on the sustainable design practices utilized for the Garden’s education building,
which  was completed in 2007. Schematic design was a joint venture of San Luis Sustain-
ability Group and Habitat Studio, based on passive solar design, natural lighting, strawbale
construction and water conservation and production on site. 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., SLO.
Contact Kevin Hauber, kevin@themortgagehouse.com.

June 8 is World Oceans Day
Go to www.worldoceansday.org and take action for the ocean


