
  
  
Governor  Jerry  Brown  
State  Capitol  
Sacramento,  CA  95814  
  
March  14,  2016  
  
RE:  Exemptions  from  the  California  Environmental  Quality  Act  in  Environmental  and  Justice  
Communities  
  
Dear  Governor  Brown,  
  
We  write  to  you  today  to  express  our  opposition  to  any  exemptions  from  our  state’s  laws  
designed  to  protect  our  communities  from  harm.    You  have  proposed  an  exemption  from  the  
California  Environmental  Quality  Act  (CEQA)  for  the  cleanup  of  contaminated  soils  at  Exide,  a  
lead  smelter  near  downtown  Los  Angeles  which  the  state  allowed  to  operate  for  decades  
without  protective  permits.    Over  10,000  homes  have  been  contaminated  with  lead  and  
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  have  been  exposed  to  dangerous  levels  of  air  toxics  
emissions.  
  
Exemptions  from  laws  designed  to  protect  the  public’s  health  harm  all  Californians  by  setting  a  
precedent  for  unequal  protection  under  the  law.  Environmental  justice  communities  already  
bear  the  brutal  brunt  of  past  and  present  government  policies  which  concentrate  pollution  in  
communities  already  reeling  from  over-‐exposure  to  environmental  harms.    We  need  the  
information  which  the  CEQA  analysis  provides  and  the  mitigations  which  it  ensures  if  we  are  to  
safeguard  the  health  of  the  communities  we  inhabit  and  steward.  
  
We  would  oppose  the  establishment  of  less  protective  cleanup  standards  for  lead  in  
environmental  justice  communities  than  for  more  affluent  communities.    We  would  oppose  the  
establishment  of  less  protective  air  pollution  standards  for  environmental  justice  communities.    
Compliance  with  the  law  which  analyzes,  informs,  and  allows  us  to  engage  in  the  process  of  
protecting  our  communities  from  harm  is  no  different.  
  
We  request  that  you  withdraw  this  exemption  request  and  that  you  refrain  from  any  other  
attempts  to  pass  exemptions  from  laws  which  protect  the  health  and  well  being  of  California’s  
most  vulnerable  communities.  
  
Cordially,  
  
Roberta  Camacho    
Treasurer  
Asamblea  de  Gonzales  
Gonzales,  CA  



  
Tom  Frantz  
Director  
Association  of  Irritated  Residents  
Wasco,  CA  
  
Frank  Villalobos  
Barrio  Planners  
Boyle  Heights,  CA  
  
Jane  Williams  
Executive  Director  
California  Communities  Against  Toxics  
Rosamond,  CA  
  
Robina  Suwol    
Executive  Director    
California  Safe  Schools  
Toluca  Lake,  CA  
  
Kevin  D.  Hamilton,  RRT    
Chief  Executive  Officer  
Central  California  Asthma  Collaborative  
Fresno,  CA  
  
Renee  Nelson    
President    
Clean  Water  and  Air  Matter  
Bakersfield,  Kern  County  
  
Miriam  Gordon  
Director  
Clean  Water  Action  
San  Francisco,  CA  
  
Jesse  Marquez  
Executive  Director  
Coalition  for  a  Safe  Environment  
Wilmington,  CA  
  
Felipe  Aguirre    
Coordinator  
Comite  Pro  Uno  
May  wood,  CA  



  
Humberto  Lugo  
Comite  Civico  del  Valle  
Brawley,  CA  
  
Ricardo  Pulido  
Director    
Community  Dreams  
Wilmington,  CA  
  
Cynthia  Babich  
Executive  Director  
Del  Amo  Action  Committee  
Torrance,  CA  
  
Lyle  Talbot  
Founder  and  Member    
Desert  Citizens  Against  a  Pollution  
Lancaster,  CA  
  
Donna  Charpied  
Director  
Desert  Protection  Society  
Desert  Center,  CA  
  
mark!  Lopez  
East  Yard  Communities  for  Environmental  Justice  
Commerce,  CA  90040  
  
Colin  Bailey  
Executive  Director  
Environmental  Justice  Coalition  for  Water  
San  Francisco,  CA  
  
Jessica  Hendricks  
Program  Director  
Global  Community  Monitor  
Oakland,  CA  
  
John  Mataka  
President    
Grayson  Neighborhood  Council  
Grayson,  CA  
  



Rey  Leon  
Executive  Director  
Latino  Environmental  Advancement  &  Policy  Project  
Fresno,  CA  
  
Teresa  Marquez  
Director  
Mothers  of  East  Los  Angeles  
Boyle  Heights,  CA  
  
Ruthie  Sakheim  
Coordinator  
OccupyForum  
San  Francisco,  CA  
  
Felipe  Aguirre  
Director  
PROUNO  
Maywood,  CA  
  
Denise  Duffield  
Director  
Physicians  for  Social  Responsibility-‐LA  
Los  Angeles,  CA  
  
Father  John  Moretta  
Resurrection  Church  
Boyle  Heights,  CA  
  
Kathleen  Woodfield  
Vice  President  
San  Pedro  Peninsula  Homeowner's  Coalition    
San  Pedro,  CA  
  
Shabaka  Heru  
Society  for  Positive  Action  
Athens  Park,  CA  
  
Joe  Galliani  
Lead  Organizer  
South  Bay  350.org  
San  Pedro,  CA  
  
Katherine  King  



Secretary  
Tri-‐County  Watchdogs  
Frazier  Park,  CA  
    
  
Marylia  Kelly  
Executive  Director  
TriValley  CARES  
Livermore,  CA  
  
Bianca  Lopez  
Chairperson  
Valley  Improvement  Projects  
Modesto,  CA  
  
Henry  Clark  
Executive  Director  
West  County  Toxics  Coalition  
Richmond,  CA  
  
Margaret  Gordon  
Director  
West  Oakland  Environmental  Indicators  Project  
Oakland,  CA  
  
Janice  Schroeder  
Member  
West  Berkeley  Alliance  for  Clean  Air  and  Safe  Jobs  
Berkeley,  CA  


