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Don’t Want to Look Like You're
Bought? Don’t Take the Oil Money

This year’s legislative session ended with one big question
hanging out there unanswered: Do oil companies own the
California legislature?

This question has bubbled to the surface before, when the
oil industry has managed to use its influence to squash bills
and weaken regulations that would protect public health by
cracking down on its methods for making and using its prod-
ucts. But this year was different.

50% by 2030

This year began with the governor declaring in his January
inaugural address that California needs to cut oil use in the
transportation sector by 50% by 2030 to contain the worst as-
pects of global climate disruption. That was quickly followed by
Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de Le6n and Senator Mark Le-
no introducing Senate Bill 350 that included a section to put
that declaration into action.

Fast forward to the last week of the legislative session. By
then SB 350 had three strong sections. One increases to 50% the
percentage of electricity in the state that will be generated by
renewable energy by 2030, a more ambitious goal than nearly
any other state in the country. Another doubles the average en-
ergy efficiency of all the buildings in the state by 2030, which
means the demand for electricity will be cut as well.

The third and most controversial aspect of the bill, the oil
demand reduction goal, had already drawn heavy fire from
oil industry by then. The industry spent heavily—nobody yet
knows the full tally—to send mailers, run newspaper, radio
and television ads, cover billboards, and dominate social me-
dia. Its main message: The legislature is about to take action
that will raise gas prices, take away your right to drive the car
of your choice, force gas rationing, and subsidize rich people
who drive Teslas.

Outlandish Claims Continue

The claims were outlandish and repetitive. These were the
same claims the oil industry made more than a decade ago
when the legislature prepared to adopt a bill that would cut
climate pollution from autos, and again a few years later
when a bill to reduce climate pollution generally (AB 32) was
up for a vote.

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Cont, from front page)

Unfortunately, most of the current members of the As-
sembly were not here during those early fights, so the argu-
ments were new to them. Additionally, something interesting
was afoot.

Campaign Contributions from Oil

Now it is important to note that there is a solid rule of statis-
tics that says that correlation does not necessarily mean causa-
tion. So keep that in mind as you read on.

About 20 Assembly Democrats who self-identify as mem-
bers of the “moderate” caucus, teamed up with Assembly-
member Henry Perea from Fresno to beat up on the bill’s oil
section and, ultimately, force the Pro Tem and the governor to
abandon the oil reduction goals in SB 350.

When one looks at campaign contributions to legislators
from January 2014 (an election year) until September 2015, an
awful lot of those 20 so-called moderate Assembly Democrats
received substantial money from the oil industry.

Here are a few notables among them, listed with the amount
of money they received from the oil companies, based on infor-
mation available from the Secretary of State’s recently unveiled
database on campaign finance: Jim Cooper, $24,200; Adam
Gray, $23,400; Rudy Salas, $22,400; Michael Gipson, $19,200;
Cheryl Brown, $18,300; Freddie Rodriguez, $16,100; Tom Daly,
$15,900; Jim Frazier, $15,300; Henry Perea,$15,300; Ken Coo-
ley, $12,800; and Jose Medina, $7,400.

A perusal of the Secretary of State’s database shows that
nearly every legislator has received some oil money in the last
20 months. But some haven’t: Ben Allen, Jim Wood, Mark
Stone, Holly Mitchell and Fran Pavley, just to name a few.

Not every legislator who receives oil money votes all the
time against the environment. But many of them often do. And
in the case of SB 350, the big takers of 0il money—including the
list of moderate democrats above—can and will claim when they
go back to their districts that they didn’t vote against the bill.
No, they just worked to weaken it to accommodate the oil indus-
try and validate its dishonest claims.

How Much Does it Buy?

We live in interesting times. Thanks to the Secretary of
State’s new database, we can see just how interesting they are.

Keeping in mind that correlation is not causation, it’s still
pretty hard to not wonder how much voting influence a $15,000
donation to a campaign can buy.

If any legislators are offended by the hint that maybe their
vote was bought, here’s a good way to retaliate and prove us
wrong: Stop taking oil money.

Sierra Club California, founded in 1986, is the legislative and regulatory advoca-
cy arm of the Sierra Club’s 13 California chapters. This report was developed by
Sierra Club California Director Kathryn Phillips; Policy Advocates Edward
Moreno, Kyle Jones, and Diana Vazquez; Operations Coordinator Meg Gunder-
son; and, Interns Olivia Regalia, Elizabeth Byrne, and Cristian Molina-Cornejo.
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Governor’s Legisla-
tive Record v.
Tunnels Fixation

Governor Brown signed
nearly every bill on environmen-
talists’ agenda that made it to his
desk this year. He signed 6 of 7
of the bills on our report card, or
about 86 percent.

The one bill he didn’t sign
would have reformed a troubled
state agency responsible for reg-
ulating investor-owned utilities
that deliver electricity to con-
sumers. However, in his veto
messages on that and other simi-
lar reform bills, Governor Brown
indicated he would consider dif-
ferent versions of the bills next
year.

So, overall, the governor de-
serves kudos for signing im-
portant environmental legisla-
tion this year. Additionally, he
has taken an assertive role draw-
ing attention to the need to act
on climate change. Although
some might say he got a late
start, Governor Brown also has
been a forceful voice for water
conservation.

Where he fails is in his unre-
mitting focus on building two
giant, expensive and impractical
tunnels that will effectively de-
stroy the San Francisco Bay Del-
ta ecosystem. This year, his ad-
ministration has spent much
time trying to push for the tun-
nels’ development outside of
general public view.

The tunnels don’t fit into any
version of smart drought or wa-
ter policy for a climate-
challenged era. But they do rep-
resent an Achilles Heel in the
governor’s otherwise strong en-
vironmental record this year.
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2015 Bill Summaries

October 2015

Sierra Club California policy advocates select the bills that appear on the scorecard. The selection is based on
factors that include a bill’s overall importance to the state’s environmental quality, the precedent it sets for
good or bad impacts, and the bill’s importance to fulfilling the Club’s mission. This year, we scored 12 bills.
One, SB 454, did not get off the Senate floor and so is not included in the Assembly scoring. Another, AB 356,
failed to get off the Assembly floor and so is not included in the Senate scoring. SB 20’s contents were insert-
ed into a budget trailer bill after it left the Senate floor, so SB 20 is not included in the Assembly scoring. AB
1242’s contents changed entirely through a gut-and-amend action in the Senate and was not brought to a floor

vote, and so is not included in the Senate scoring.

AB 243 (Wood): Establishes new, and expands existing,
regulations and programs to reduce environmental impacts
of medical marijuana cultivation. SUPPORT: Signed into
law

AB 356 (Williams): Would have ensured that Califor-
nia protects aquifers by monitoring underground injection
of toxic oil waste into aquifers, and by expanding public
meetings before injection of waste into potential drinking
water sources can occur. SUPPORT: Failed on Assembly
Floor

AB 693 (Eggman): Creates the Multifamily Affordable
Housing Renewables Program, to provide opportunities for
everyone to benefit from renewable energy installations.
SUPPORT: Signed into law

AB 888 (Bloom): Prohibits all plastic microbeads in
personal care products and favors environmentally sound
alternatives. SUPPORT: Signed into law

AB 1071 (Atkins): Closes gaps in existing programs,
policies, or activities within the California Environmental
Protection Agency that may prevent achievement of envi-
ronmental justice goals. SUPPORT: Signed into law

AB 1242 (Gray): Would have curbed the State Water
Resources Control Board's ability to set instream flow re-
quirements necessary to provide water needed for the Delta
and environment. OPPOSE: Passed Assembly; gutted and
amended in the Senate and not brought to the floor

SB 20 (Pavley): Required well completion reports to be
made publicly available upon request, to allow for better
data collection and science-based management of ground-
water. SUPPORT: Passed Senate; included in budget lan-

guage

SB 32 (Pavley): Would have codified the framework for
meeting California’s climate goals for 2050 and authorized
the Air Resources Board to establish interim targets. SUP-
PORT: Failed on Assembly Floor

SB 350 (de Leon): Sets greenhouse gas reduction goals
for 2030 through a 50% increase in renewable energy gen-
eration, and a doubling of energy efficiency in existing
buildings. Petroleum reduction goals were stripped out in
the Assembly. SUPPORT: Signed into law

SB 454 (Allen): Would have prevented the Division of
Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources from allowing illegal
injection of oil waste into groundwater. SUPPORT: Failed
on Senate Floor

SB 660 (Leno): Would have reformed the California
Public Utilities Commission’s (CPUC) governance struc-
ture and closed loopholes that have allowed regulated utili-
ties undue influence at the CPUC. SUPPORT: Vetoed by
Governor

SB 788 (McGuire): Would have closed a loophole that
allows new offshore oil drilling in state waters off the coast
of Santa Barbara. SUPPORT: Failed in Assembly Appro-
priations Committee

Now that you know the score, take action!

¢ Tell your legislators you know the score. Call their district offices and thank them if they scored well, or
express disappointment if they didn’t. Let them know you care about California’s environment. You can
find phone numbers for legislators at www.senate.ca.gov or www.assembly.ca.gov.

You can find out who your representatives are at: findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/.

¢ Make your voice heard and take action on key legislation when the 2016 legislative session begins by

watching for news at: www.sierraclubcalifornia.org.

¢ Become a Sierra Club California member and keep up on the latest news at sierraclubcalifornia.org.

Sierra Club California
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