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From the Chair
By Marilyn Jasper
We give a big shout-out of gratitude to those of you who volunteered to 
help the Placer Group Sierra Club in 2014. We’ve had to cut back many
activities due to a great need for more volunteers, but we deeply
appreciate those who stepped up and kept us active.  

Conservation: We’re dancin’ as fast as we can with new development
proposals coming to life, wildlife issues, amendments to zoning
ordinances, etc., that may create negative impacts in the future. Along 
with these, we receive desperate calls from people asking for help when an 
egregious development breaks ground in their communities and disrupts 
or destroys natural resources (and their lives).

Unless citizens stay vigilant (become “watch dogs”), once any project 
reaches the groundbreaking stage, it is often too late to make substantial 
changes or to stop it. The time to weigh in with comments and concerns 
is at the very beginning. Ask the city, county or lead agency to be put on 
their mailing lists to receive all notices or actions on proposals. Be sure to 
check agency websites, check agendas, especially the “Consent Items” list, 
and stay informed to be effective.

Fundraising: Our fundraising efforts help pay for Placer Group regular 
expenses such as booth space at events, handout materials, annual mailed 
newsletters, rent for meeting rooms, post office box, website assistance, 
consultation with legal experts as needed, and other one-time costs. Our 
primary fundraiser has been our annual calendar sales, and we send an-
other thank you to all of you who regularly purchase them, for yourselves 
and or as gifts to others. Any ideas for fundraising are always appreciated.  

Great Little-Known Resources: Did you know that the Sierra Club has a
radio program and that you can subscribe to it? This gem, “Sierra Club 
Radio,” is filled with wonderful interviews (all archived on the website) that 
can be heard at any time convenient for you. The great list of diverse,
informative topics and links to listen can be found at  https://itunes.apple.
com/podcast/sierra-club-radio/id209893919?mt=2   

The Sierra Club California’s California/Nevada Wilderness Committee puts 
together an outstanding little periodical called Words of the Wild.  It deals 
with wilderness issues, book reviews, essays, commentaries, outings and so 
much more. The latest issue can be found at  https://www.sierraclub.org/
sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/WOW-December-2014.pdf   

Since this is my 16th year as Chair of the Placer Group, it’s long past the 
time for me to step down. My plans are to remain somewhat active with 
the Sierra Club but other “activism” hats I wear are getting heavy! I’m
hoping others from our over 1,600 Placer Group members will start
coming to our ExCom meetings to get their feet wet, learn the ropes and 
help make a smooth transition so that the Placer Group will hit the ground 
running in 2016. If you’re a member, are interested and/or would like more 
information as to what might be expected, either come to our next
Member/ExCom meeting on February 4 or contact me.  

Happy New YOU for 2015.

A beautiful early winter
sky at dusk in the American 
River Canyon.
Photo: Cat Raymond 
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Public Relations/Newsletter: We invite your let-
ters, comments and input. Our deadline is 15 days 
prior to publication, the first day of each quarter 
during the year. Our newsletter can also be
accessed on our website.

The Sierra Conservationist is published quarterly: 
January, April, July online and printed in October 
by Placer Group Sierra Club, a nonprofit
organization.
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PLACER GROUP NEWS

Three elected to
SCPG Executive Committee
Sierra Club Placer Group members have 
elected Michael Garabedian, Carol Love
and Tony Rakocija to serve on the
Executive Committee for a two-year term 
running through 2016.

The officers were selected in balloting that 
closed December 1, 2014, to serve on the 
six-member SCPG Executive Committee 
which meets monthly to discuss and vote 
on key issues and club business. 

All SCPG members are invited and welcome 
to attend the Executive Committee
meetings but only the six officers can vote 
on motions.

Garabedian is active in Placer County
conservation issues, especially as they 
impact the North Fork American River; Love 
is a longtime member of the ExCom serving 
as its Secretary; and Rakocija is the SCPG 
treasurer and another longtime member of 
the ExCom.

Congratulations to our new officers and 
wishing them the best. 

The American River Insider’s Guide to
Recreation, Ecology and Cultural History of 
the North, Middle and South Forks
The 416-page Insider’s Guide to the North, Middle and South Forks of 
the American River Canyon from Protect American River Canyons 
(PARC) is a thoroughly researched guide that provides a wealth of 
knowledge for exploring and appreciating the American River
Canyons, filled with insider secrets on where to go, how to get 
there, when to visit and what treasures to look for. 

This guide invites you to come and explore
the easily accessible wilderness of the
Auburn State Recreation Area no matter
what your age, interests or abilities. The
guidebook includes trail and whitewater
guides, maps, a color plant and animal
guide chapter, as well as Native American
and Gold Rush history.

The Auburn State Recreation Area, Placer
County’s extraordinary recreational and
historical gem, is located along 48 miles of
the North & Middle Forks of the American
River from Auburn to Colfax and Foresthill.
The park is situated in the heart of the
Mother Lode with a rich Gold Rush
history, diverse recreational
options and seemingly limitless
opportunities for meaningful
wilderness experiences in scenic
picturesque canyons along the
American River. Auburn SRA
offers something for almost
everyone with well over 100
miles of trails framed in a rainbow
palette of wildflowers in the
spring for hikers, runners,
equestrians, and mountain
bikers to enjoy. The Western States
100 Mile Endurance Run and the
100 Mile Tevis Cup Equestrian Race
are pinnacle endurance events that
enter the Auburn SRA at Foresthill
descending through the canyons
and crossing the river twice before
finishing in Auburn. A silver belt buckle is awarded to those
competitors finishing in fewer than 24 torturous hours. Mountain 
bikers test their mettle at the Cool Mtn. Bike Race in early spring on 
the Olmstead Loop Trail.

Summer visitors are attracted to the beginner/intermediate family-
friendly whitewater runs that include the historic Grand Flume Run 
& Confluence to China Bar Run just below Auburn where otter play, 
heron stand still as statues on river boulders and black bears roam 
the river bars. The legendary North Fork Gorge Chamberlain

Falls and Middle Fork Tunnel Chute whitewater 
rafting and kayaking runs offered by
commercial outfitters are well-suited for those 
seeking rigorous, physically demanding
challenges. Swimming, tubing, fishing,
picnicking and gold panning are also popular 
summertime river activities. Picture-perfect Lake 
Clementine offers motor boating, paddle
boarding, kayaking and lake camping. The
Auburn SRA’s unique geologic limestone
formation on the Middle Fork at Hawver Cave 
Valley presents challenging rock climbing routes 
from beginner to advanced levels.
Today the American River and canyons are being 
rediscovered over 150 years after the Gold Rush 
for their irreplaceable natural diversity, scenic 
beauty and diverse recreational options for all to 
responsibly enjoy.

To learn more about PARC’s river conservation 
work or find a guidebook retail outlet near you 
visit PARC’s website www.parc-auburn.org
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PLACER GROUP NEWS

New meeting schedule for 2015
The Sierra Club Placer Group Executive Committee has a new meeting schedule for 2015, with the elected officers
meeting10 times a year instead of 12. The 2015 meeting dates are: February 4, March 4, April 1, May 6, June 3, August 5, 
September 2, October 7, November 4 and December 2.

The Executive Committee, which is the six-member elected body for the SCPG, will continue to meet on the first
Wednesday of the month but has cancelled the January and July meetings.

All members are welcome to attend the monthly meetings but only officers can vote on motions and issues. The ExCom 
meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Denny’s at the Foresthill exit at I-80 in Auburn.  If you have any questions about attending a
meeting or how to get involved, contact information for the Executive Committee is listed in this newsletter.

In Appreciation of
Gene Markley
Gene Markley, a highly respected 
environmentalist in this region, is 
now living in the Great Lakes area 
back east with family after
experiencing a stroke. For more 
than 50 years he led Sierra Club 
hikes, taught students the wonders 
of the outdoors, and authored a 
number of intriguing paperback 
books. 

Members of one of the groups that 
he spearheaded, “Placer Conser-
vation Force,” made the decision 
to dissolve the organization and 
distribute the funds to
nonprofits. We, the Placer Group, 
are very grateful for the nice
donation to support our
conservation work.

For an interesting walk
down memory lane,
visit his website,
genemarkley.org
Thank you, Gene!

ARC purchase will provide first public trails park 
on Upper Cosumnes River
Last year, the American River Conservancy completed the purchase of a 
second-phase acquisition of 1,080 acres of land fronting the Main Fork 
of the Cosumnes River. This land, combined with an earlier acquisition, 
protects 2.5 miles of river canyon immediately west of Highway 49 and will 
provide a combined 2,139 acres of public land for the development of a 
future wildlife and trails park. 

“One of the goals of the American River Conservancy,” stated its director, 
Alan Ehrgott, “is to protect the native fisheries, the extensive wildlife
corridor, and preserve the excellent quality of Cosumnes River water
flowing downstream to Rancho Murieta, Sacramento, and other
communities throughout central and southern California. This acquisition 
will allow for the construction of a trailhead that will provide future access 
to the Cosumnes River. “  As one of the last undammed river systems on 
the west slope of the Sierra Nevada, the Cosumnes River does not have 
dams on its North, Middle, South, or Main Forks and serves as a rare model 
of a free-flowing river system. 

Purchase funding was provided by the CA Wildlife Conservation Board, El 
Dorado County, the California Wildlife Foundation, RBC Wealth Manage-
ment, El Dorado Hills Branch, and donations provided by supporters of the 
American River Conservancy. 

Article information courtesy of American River Conservancy
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PLACER GROUP NEWS

The wonderful world of 
wildlife predators
The word “predator” may have negative 
contexts but wildlife predators can be 
of great benefit by providing important, 
healthy balances with our natural
resources.  We’ve lost, or almost lost, many 
apex predators to extinction and/or we 
simply chased them out of California.
Fortunately, the value of wildlife predators 
is finally being recognized scientifically. 
Slowly, public officials and regulatory
agencies are listening, as evidenced by 
California decisions in 2014.

For more than two years, CA Department 
of Fish and Game has conducted meetings 
with a “Wolf Stakeholder Group” composed 
primarily of environmentalists, wildlife 
conservationists, ranchers and hunters. 
The goal was to create a plan to deal with 
wolves when they return to California. As of 
December, a draft “California Wolf Plan” has 
been drafted. 

There are some sticking points that will 
have to be polished before it’s finalized 
and circulated for public review, but work-
ing with Sierra Club allies, who specialize in 
wolf studies, has been an extremely reward-
ing and informative experience. Stay tuned.

The CA Fish and Game Commission (FGC) 
took the first step to ban wildlife killing 
contests—specifically nongame
mammals— in a 4-1 vote that will ban 
“any prize or inducements as a reward for 
the taking of furbearers in an individual 
contest, tournament, or derby.” There are 
plenty of photos and gruesome information
on the web, but essentially, these contests 
are indiscriminate, massive killings of 
wildlife for no other reason than bragging 
rights and/or prizes.

                                        All FGC meetings can
                                               be listened to
                                             and/or viewed with
                                               each agenda item
                                             linked to the video
                                       at www.fgc.ca.gov  

Bioenergy plant under study
in Foresthill
Last year, interested residents of Foresthill formed a Foresthill
Bioenergy Committee to explore whether a biomass facility could 
be useful and feasible on the Foresthill Divide. By April of 2015, 
the Committee and its project team organizations and
participants hope to release the results of the study.

Participating agencies include the Placer Resource Conservation 
District (serving as the lead administering agency), the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy, the Placer County Planning Department, 
the Placer County Air Pollution Control District and the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

A biomass plant would accept slash from Forest Service thinning 
and from logging. This would greatly decrease the current
pile-and-burn practice which releases harmful particulate matter 
into the air. Instead, the slash would be chipped at the logging or 
thinning site and brought to the plant for conversion into electric-
ity which could be purchased by PG&E and added to the grid. 

The U.S.F.S. Tahoe National Forest American River District has
determined that a biomass conversion plant could reduce up
to 90 percent of polluting emissions when compared to
conventional pile-and-burn methods when timber is removed 
from the forest. 

The study is considering what type of plant would be best for 
the local situation, where it might be located within a reasonable 
range of the downed tree debris and the resulting positives and 
negatives for the community. 

Once the study is completed, it would serve as a guidepost for 
a private company that would actually develop and operate the 
plant.

This study is similar to the Cabin Creek Project near Lake Tahoe.
The Placer Resource Conservation District was accepting
comments, questions and ideas until Dec. 31, 2014. The PRCD 
contact is elisa@placercountyrcd.org

Stephanie Williams, SCPG member
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Meet Placer Group’s new ExCom member 

I grew up reading the Harold Gilliam conservation column in the SF Chronicle that was a key influence. My mom joined 
me in the Sierra Club when I was a teen at a time two current members had to sign your application, so we went to the 
Smiley outdoor store in a loft south of Market Street where the owners signed for me.

My family camped every summer, usually in the redwoods, and one summer my dad and I hiked from Highway 101 to
the coast and Fern Canyon, rousting a small group of elk. The logging of that primeval redwood forest was my first
conservation lesson. I later worked on a national forest inventory crew in Mendocino County, and the inventory's reports 
documented the failure of the North coast logging industry practices to sustainably steward their forests -- the industry 
that blamed environmentalists for the financial drivers corporate offices used to run roughshod over the most basic forest 
management practices.

I got a B.S. in Forestry and Conservation at UCB because of my love of the outdoors.There is no better education I know 
of for a life in conservation action. However, though I had key support on the faculty to develop a forest policy course of 
study, the school wouldn't allow it, and California still suffers today from weak and absent policies of forest conversion to 
subdivisions and still runaway expansion of the urban-wildland fire interface which is an unrecognized and unaddressed 
major cause of California's explosive wildfire problem.

Accepted to Yale in forestry, I instead went to law school at UC Davis where I had individualized law and science
coursework. My interest in bureaucracy grew, and I wrote a 1970 paper on sources of energy recommending local energy 
production, now called distributed energy.

As a temporary graduate legal assistant to the North Coast Commission I was liaison to other agencies, worked with a staff 
planner who mentored me on land use planning, did a coastal subdivision study that led to statutory limits on them on 
the coast, and analyzed permits. 

And thus began my vocation which is to help people get what they need out of bureaucracies. Twenty-five years later I 
decided to hike up the North Fork American River from Discovery Park, and working on canyon problems and threats I 
came across led to my frequent work on Placer Group issues. Before this amazing canyon captured me, and led me back to 
rivers and the Sierra Nevada, I'd evolved to spending most of my outdoors time and much issues work in the desert, which 
continues.

Michael Garabedian
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PLACER CALENDAR

First Wednesday of every month: 
February 4, and March 4
Sierra Club Placer Group Member/ExCom Meeting  
7:00 p.m. Denny’s at I-80 Foresthill exit.  Let us know 
if you want to have the agendas emailed to you.  
Contact Marilyn for more information
marilyn.jasper@mlc.sierraclub.org or (916) 652-7005.

January 21, Wednesday
Hike (1A) Avery Pond, Mormon Ravine
(Senior Section)*
We’ll hike from Rattlesnake Bar trailhead to Avery 
Pond and a little past Mormon Ravine on the trail 
paralleling the American River. We’ll stop to see if we 
can spot the turtles in the pond and then continue 
upstream on fairly level trail along the river, returning 
to Avery Pond for lunch. Bring lunch, water, essen-
tials and $ for state parking fee. Rain cancels. Meet at 
9:30 a.m. at Burger King on Lincoln Way in Auburn at 
Foresthill Exit off I-80, or Rattlesnake Bar parking lot 
at 10:00 a.m. Leader Sheila Toner (530) 886-0673.

January 28, Wednesday
Snowshoe Hike (1A) (Senior Section)*
We’ll snowshoe either at China Wall, past Foresthill, 
or somewhere along the I-80 corridor, depending 
on snow conditions. Bring $ for Snow Park pass, if 
required, at site chosen. Bring essentials, snowshoes, 
poles, lunch, water and dress in layers. Meet at
9:30 a.m. at Burger King on Lincoln Way in Auburn
at Foresthill Exit off I-80. No dogs. Winter storm
warnings or chain controls cancels.
Leader Sheila Toner (530) 886-0673.

February 18, Wednesday
Snowshoe Hike (1A) (Senior Section)*
We’ll snowshoe either at China Wall, past Foresthill, 
or somewhere along the I-80 corridor, depending 
on snow conditions. Bring $ for Snow Park pass, if 
required, at site chosen. Bring essentials, snowshoes, 
poles, lunch, water and dress in layers. Meet at
9:30 a.m. at Burger King on Lincoln Way in Auburn
at Foresthill Exit off I-80. No dogs. Winter storm
warnings or chain controls cancels.
Leader Sheila Toner (530) 886-0673.

The Placer Calendar                                                               January-March, 2015
The calendar of the Placer Group Sierra Club and other local events of interest.

Starred (*) activities are sponsored and administered by the Sierra Club.

February 25, Wednesday
Day Hike (1A) PG&E Trail (Senior Section)*
This approximately four-mile one-way hike down the 
canyon offers many unique views of both past and 
current quarrying operations along the Middle Fork 
American River. There are also several nice views up 
the Middle Fork American River. Bring lunch, water 
and essentials. Meet at the Quarry Parking Lot (State 
parking fee or pass required) on the left off Hwy 49 
just past the Hwy 49 bridge below Auburn at 9:30 
a.m. We will shuttle from there to the upper trailhead 
starting point. No dogs. Rain cancels. Leader Sheila 
Toner (530) 886-0673.

2015 SCHEDULE
March 28-30
April 5-7
May 3-5
June 14-16, Bird Lovers Special!
July 19-21
August 23-25
September 27-29
October 25-27

Island
Hopping  in
Channel 
Islands 
National 
Park
Join us for a 3-day, 3-island, live-aboard tour of the
enchanting Channel Islands! Hike wild, windswept trails 
bordered with blazing wildflowers.  Kayak rugged coastlines. 
Marvel at pristine waters teeming with frolicking seals and 
sea lions. Train your binoculars on unusual sea and land 
birds—and an occasional whale. Watch for the highly
endangered island fox. Look for reminders of the Chumash 
people who lived on these islands for thousands of years. Or, 
just relax at sea. All cruises depart from Santa Barbara,
California. The cost, $615, includes an assigned bunk, all 
meals, snacks and beverages plus the services of a ranger/
naturalist who will travel with us to help lead hikes, point out 
items of interest and give evening programs.

To reserve space, send a $100 check written to Sierra Club, 
and mail to leader Joan Jones Holtz, 11826 The Wye Street,
El Monte, CA 91732.
For more information
contact Joan
(626) 443-0706
jholtzhln@aol.com 
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ADVERTISING

At the crest of the Sierra Nevadas

Hiking • Fishing • Horseback Riding • Swimming • Boating Photog-
raphy • Meals and Lodging Provided

530-836-2350 • GoldLakeLodge.com

Gold Lake Lodge
We wish to thank these Placer Group sponsors

MEMBERSHIP
The Sierra Conservationist comes with your Sierra Club membership. Dona-
tions from anyone to help defray newsletter costs are always appreciated. Write 
“newsletter” on your check.

Name __________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

Phone (optional) _________________________________________________

Email (optional) _________________________________________________

q Check enclosed    q Visa     q Mastercard

Cardholder Name ________________________________________________

Cardnumber ____________________________________________________

Expiration Date _________________________________________________

Contributions or gifts to the Sierra Club are not tax de-
ductible as charitable contributions. Annual dues include 
subscription to Sierra ($7.50) and chapter publications 
($1.00) and other member-only benefits.

F94QW09101

Sierra Club
P.O. Box 421041
Palm Coast, FL 32142-6417

Membership Categories:    INDIVIDUAL
Introductory  $25
Regular   $39
Supporting   $75
Senior, Student  $24
Contributing  $150
Life   $1,000

               JOINT
 n/a
 $47
 $100
 $32
 $175
 $1,250
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2015 SIERRA CLUB WALL CALENDARS
Weather curtailed our usual
weekend tabling for calendar
sales this year, so we have a
number of 2015 beautiful wall
calendars left.  We sold out of
the desk calendars, but as long
as we have walls left, instead
of the $15 cost, here are the
reduced/sale prices while
they last. Prices include
sales tax.

• BUY 1 TAKE $200 OFF
  For a total cost of $13
• BUY 2 TAKE $300 OFF EACH For a total cost of $24
• BUY 3 TAKE $500 OFF EACH For a total cost of $30
We all receive the many “free” calendars each year, but none 
can hold a candle to the Sierra Club’s gorgeous photographs 
and big squares for writing.  To purchase yours, contact
Marilyn at marilyn.jasper@mlc.sierraclub.org or  call
(916) 652-7005. 

ON SALE!

EXPLORE, ENJOY & PROTECT THE PLANET


