Building Back Green

Due to the catastrophic losses of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, the Sierra Club Gulf Coast
Environmental Taskforce was formed with the
goals of protecting communities, encouraging
green rebuilding and restoring our natural storm
barriers. More structures were destroyed than in
any other natural disaster in history. Hundreds
of thousands of homes, small businesses and
offices in New Orleans and along the Gulf Coast
suffered unprecedented storm and flood damage.
The Taskforce was confident that the Gulf region
would recover and in the process would have the
opportunity to build back greener, cleaner and
safer.

This brochure was developed within months after
the storm and is now being updated to provide
residents with new tools to get information
about green building. Our goal is to encourage
homeowners to construct new buildings and
renovate damaged ones using sustainable
materials, to recycle existing materials, and most
importantly to make energy and water efficiency
a priority. Taking these steps will result in safer
and healthier environments for all.

Using Green Building principals is within the
average homeowner’s ability and budget. These
choices can be a benefit to your family by saving
on utility bills, providing healthier indoor air
quality and ultimately decreasing your personal
contribution to global warming.

The Sierra Club does not endorse any of the websites nor
the products mentioned in this guide. We do hope that
you will find them helpful. Please consult a professional
before starting any major construction project.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
The Sierra Club’s New Orleans Office
(504) 861-4835
www.sierraclub.org

2009 All rights reserved

Get More Information

Green Building Technology
www.usgbc.org
(US Green Building Council)
www.buildinggreen.com

Greenon TV
www.buildinggreentv.com
www.dbiynetwork.com

Green Building Gulf Coast
www.louisianahouse.org
(LSU Ag Center)
www.southface.org
(Resource center)
www.greenbuildingcompanies.com
(AL and MS)
www.home-builders.org
(HBA Greenbuilders)
www.helpholycross.org
(Zero carbon footprint community)
www.lagreencorps
(Green job training)

Local Help with Energy Solutions
www.all4energy.org
(Alliance for Affordable Energy)
www.greenlightneworleans.org

(Low cost bulbs)
WWW.ases.org

(American Solar Society)

www.globalgreen.org

(Model home)

Global Warming and Conserving Energy
www.sierraclub.org/energy
www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx

Energy Star Products

www.energystar.gov

Recycled and Sustainable Products
www.thegreenproject.org
(New Orleans Salvage Store)
www.habitat.org
(Habitat Restores)
www.recycleminnesota.org
(Guide to products made from recycled materials)
www.freecycle.com
(Way for people to donate and get stuff for free)

Explore, enjoy and protect the plant

Building Green,
Clean and Safe

A SIERRA CLUB GUIDE TO
GREEN BUILDING PRINCIPLES
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Principles of
Green Building

The purpose of green building is to shelter
people and to protect the earth. There are five
ommon principles in green building:

Site Location: Designing a building based on
location.Our homes are being rebuilt under a thinner
tree canopy so the green or sustainable way to plan
is to take the increased solar heat into consideration
as we rebuild.We need to create shade yet strive to
take advantage of winter daylight.

Energy Efficiency: Reducing energy use will

save money, conserve resources and cut pollution
while curbing global warming. We are able to
achieve this goal by using energy efficient
construction materials like double glazed windows
and insulation. Just the simple installation of
compact flourescent bulbs and Energy Star rated
products can reduce a household’s energy usage
overnight.

Conserving Water: Reducing water waste

conserves the resource and cuts pollution. Recycling
the rainwater into our gardens and using low flow
faucets, showerheads, washing machines and
toilets, lowers the amount of water going into waste
treatment plants.

Indoor Air Quality: Building green works to

reduce the allergens, pesticides and strong smells
from chemicals in our homes. A well sealed house
keeps dust and insects out. Using formaldehyde
free particle board helps protect against the serious
health effects of outgassing.

-toXi jals: Using
affordable and sustainable construction materials
such as bamboo, cement made from fly ash,
recycled glass tile and natural linoleum will last for
a long time, make your home healthier and reduce
the amount of waste in our landfills.

What Can You Do?

Deciding to build green

Whether you are rebuilding your home,
building a new home or would like to retrofit
your existing home, there are many sources
available for information about green
building that weren’t available just a few
years ago. You can find out more about
building green on many websites; look for
local classes, seek out local architects that
specialize in green building and find a wide
selection of green products even at the big
box websites. Locally, check your local
newspaper for green home tours and
demonstrations in your area.

Create a budget

The federal government is offering tax
incentives and there are often state tax
incentives available to help defray the cost.
Solar panels, tankless hot water heaters,
insulation and Energy Star rated heating
and air conditioning systems may all qualify
you for a tax credit. Check with a qualified
accountant to determine what rebates and
tax credits are available in your state.
When you consider how much you are
going to spend, look at the lifecycle of the
products available, which includes their
durability and in the case of Energy Star
appliances, the future benefits of lowering
your utility bills.

Solar Tax Credits

Louisiana has the best in
the USA.
Check out your state:
www.solarrocks.com.

Create a sustainable plan
Look at your house and landscape as a
whole system working together. Making
changes to one part of your house influences
other needs, for example a tree removed
from the property may give the house less
shelter from the sun. In that case you might
need to add insulation to your attic and use
insulated curtains in your home to offset the
shade loss. By changing your windows to
insulated windows, you may be able to
operate a smaller, less expensive heating
and cooling unit. Take the time to plan and
get expert advice so that your house is the
most energy efficient it can be.



