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 The Iowa Chapter of Sierra Club has filed a Petition for Judicial Review in Polk County District 

Court challenging the Iowa Utilities Board for its decision to issue a permit for Dakota Access to 

construct a hazardous liquid pipeline in Iowa.   

 “The Utilities Board found that the pipeline will promote public convenience and necessity, in 

spite of all of the evidence to the contrary,” said Sierra Club attorney Wally Taylor of Cedar Rapids. 

“The pipeline does not serve the people of Iowa, and its devastating impacts on the environment and 

landowners was not properly taken into account by the Board.” 

  The Chapter’s petition also cites that the IUB failed in its decision to issue the permit including 

improperly granting Dakota Access the power of eminent domain, forcing landowners to allow an 

easement across their land for the pipeline.  

 Additionally, Sierra Club believes the IUB denied due process in not allowing full cross 

examination of witnesses, failed to consider the environmental impacts of the pipeline and impacts on 

landowners, improperly considered the impacts of the pipeline on climate change, improperly 

considered the negative economic impacts of the pipeline, improperly granted eminent domain 

authority to Dakota Access and did not require sufficient financial security from Dakota Access.  

 Dakota Access plans call for the pipeline to cross 18 Iowa counties.   It will carry crude oil from 

the Bakken oil fields in North Dakota to Illinois where it will link with another pipeline that will 

transport the oil to terminals and refineries along the Gulf of Mexico. 
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