
IROQUOIS 

   MESSENGER 

by Jenna Mayotte 
 

I am frustrated by  
trash, and I’m not 
alone (in spirit).  

 We had a great turnout for our 
panel on litter in May. One of our 
panelists, Sean Kirst, helpfully wrote 
a column in advance of the event, 
“Call to action in Syracuse: Cleaning 
a trashed city,” (Post-Standard, 
5/22/11). Many of his words reso-
nated with me as a fairly new resi-
dent of Syracuse. I moved here just 
over three years ago, and I still 
clearly remember my first conversa-
tion with a local. Riding in a cab on 
my way to a job interview, he asked 
what brought me here that day. 
When I responded, he was dumb-
founded, “Why would you move 
here?” After I got over my surprise, 
I listed all the great things I had read 
about the City, but he remained un-
convinced, shaking his head. 

 The thing is, I do really love it 
here. I see a city trying to redefine 
itself, nestled in some of the most 
beautiful natural surroundings of 
any place I’ve lived. But the trash. 
What’s with all the trash? It’s on my 
walk to work every day (who knew 
there were so many red cups in the 
world?); it’s on the side of every 
single highway (I once had to 
swerve to miss a chair, a whole chair 
sitting on I-81), it’s on the curbs in 
my neighborhood (no, they will not 
pick up your television curbside, 
even if you leave it there for four 

months); and it’s all over the park 
where I walk my dog, dodging bro-
ken glass (dang, what did she eat 
now?). I pick up what I can. I defi-
nitely pick up around my house. 
Every day. But what happens when 
you get “Clean Up Fatigue?” See, 
I’m not the one littering—how do I 
convince people to care enough to 
not throw it out the window in the 
first place? To find a bin for that? 

 I think Kirst is on to something, 
“Garbage is one obvious sign of the 
emotional divorce, the catastrophic 
disconnect, that is at the heart of so 
much heartbreak in our city.” It’s 
not about trash, or about scheduling 
another Earth Day clean-up. And let 
me be clear, I am so thankful for all 
volunteers that spend hard hours 
cleaning up the city. But it’s about 
all of us collectively caring enough 

not to mess up where we live. To set 
an example for kids growing up in a 
city where long-time residents won-
der why anyone would ever choose 
to move here. I don’t have answers. 
Yet. But I’m going to work on it, 
with my friends and neighbors. 

 If you want to join the Iroquois 
Group in addressing this problem in 
our backyard, please contact Tasha 
Cooper (info on Page 2.) You might 
also check out the website for Keep 
America Beautiful (kab.org)—I 
found the research there extremely 
helpful in getting “litterate” for our 
panel discussion. We’re working on 
the details, but we’re encouraged by 
the volume of volunteers, the inter-
est of the groups represented by our 
panelists, and thankful for local col-
umnists who keep sounding the 
alarm. Watch for more info soon.■ 

LITTER AS SELF-ESTEEM PROBLEM 

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet 
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AN UNUSUAL TWIST IN A TWISTED TALE 

by Jack Ramsden 
 

 The Onondaga Lake clean-up 
has had many twists and turns that 
involve government agencies, courts 
on several levels, corporations, citi-
zen activists, and Native Americans. 
The adversarial aspects are as varied 
as the cooperative efforts. The goals 
are as different as all the entities 
trying to achieve them. Indisputable 
is the fact that industrial, agricultural 
and residential waste and sewage 
contaminants have severely degrad-

ed the condition of the Lake over 
many decades, going back more 
than 150 years. 

 Last April, the Onondaga     
Nation published a “vision” of what 
the Onondaga Lake future should 
look like. The Lake is a sacred place 
for the Haudenosaunee, making its 
desecration even more painful. 
However, the Onondaga do not 
want to dwell on the past. Their 
hope is that the Lake is restored to 
its pristine state where all people 
could swim and fish freely, unafraid 

continued on page 3 
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IROQUOIS GROUP CONTACT INFO 

 

SIERRA CLUB — IROQUOIS GROUP 

PO BOX 182 

JAMESVILLE, NY 13078 

newyork.sierraclub.org/iroquois 

 

GROUP OFFICERS 

Chair   Martha Loew  492-4745 

  mloew@twcny.rr.com 

Vice-Chair  Tasha Cooper  446-3750 

  tasha.cooper@gmail.com 

Secretary   Jack Ramsden  218-5988 

  Ramskids2go@aol.com 

Treasurer   David Kapell  682-8185 

  david.kapell@windstream.net 

COMMITTEES 

Conservation Linda DeStefano 488-2140 

 Ldestefano3@twcny.rr.com 

Calendar Sales  Rocki Malamud   

 rowenamalamud@mac.com 

Newsletter  Jenna Mayotte  708-7865 

 jennamayotte@gmail.com  

Outings Open position 

Political  Rhea Jezer  727-0123 

 jezer@ix.netcom.com 

 Martin Sage  472-4977 

 mlsage@syr.edu 

Program  ExCom Committee 

Publicity  Carol Fedrizzi  449-2603 

 cfedrizzi@verizon.net 

Corp Challenge  Lisa Daly  428-1384 

 ldaly@yahoo.com 

Water Issues  Rich Slingerland  298-3130 

 richardslingerland@yahoo.com  

Webmaster  Scott Webster  446-3640 

 sigmaun@netscape.net 

 

 

IROQUOIS MESSENGER IS PUBLISHED 

SPRING, SUMMER, FALL & WINTER  
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Inspiring Rally Against      
Hydrofracking 

 On April 11, Sierrans Sharon 
Gambocorto, Leyanna Dessauer 
and I joined about 60 others in a 
bus from Syracuse to attend a 
rally and lobbying in Albany in 
opposition to hydrofracking for 
gas in NYS. When we arrived at 
the outdoor area in front of the 
state Capitol, blue t-shirts were 
being handed out to symbolize 
the need to protect our water 
from fracking. As hundreds of 
activists from throughout the 
State gathered in blue, it looked 
like an ocean of hope and deter-
mination. Some of the speakers 
were members of the legislature 
who have introduced legislation, 
such as one bill calling for a ban 
and another bill calling for a 5-
year moratorium. They pointed 
out that paid lobbyists for the gas 
industry are in the halls of the 
legislature daily, so it's imperative 
for us to increase our numbers of 
people contacting legislators and 
Governor Cuomo to express our 
concerns. 

 

 To learn more about these 
items or to participate, contact 
me (See Iroquois Group Contact 
Info at left.) ■ 

 

by Linda A. DeStefano 
 

Nuclear Disaster in Japan Re-
lates to Local Nuclear Plants 

 I represented the Iroquois 
Group at a news conference of 
several Syracuse organizations 
reacting to the ongoing release of 
radiation from three nuclear 
plants in Japan after they were 
damaged by a massive earth-
quake and tsunami. Here in 
Oswego County, two out of the 
three aged nuclear facilities are 
Mark I design, the same design 
as the failed facilities in Japan.  
This design has been criticized 
for decades by nuclear experts as 
being susceptible to explosion 
and containment failure. And it 
doesn't take an earthquake or 
tsunami to disable these plants; 
an ice storm or severe wind 
storm could take down electric 
lines and leave these plants with 
only short-lived backup electric 
power to keep the fuel rods from 
overheating and possibly leading 
to a partial or complete melt-
down. The wear and tear on aged 
plants makes them more vulnera-
ble (for example, there is a crack 
in the containment vessel of at 
least one of the plants). Yet the 
industry-friendly Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission has re-licensed 
all three for many more years 
beyond their anticipated closure. 

FROM THE CONSERVATION CHAIR 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Do you have experience with social media (Facebook, etc.)? Are you 
interested in planning outdoor events and program planning?   

We are looking for members who are interested in helping the Sierra 
Club Iroquois Group. If you would like to get involved, please send 
your name (or a nominee's name) and a few sentences describing 
interest and qualifications to Martha Loew, mloew@twcny.rr.com.   
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A TWISTED TALE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Dear Tree Huggers, 

 It finally sprung!! The wild and 
other (they just arrive, honest) flow-
ers are blooming, the deer-trimmed 
trees and shrubs have sent out their 
replacement buds and branches. 
The rabbit and who-knows-who 
feasters on under snow bark left 
enough for most to survive. Best to 
look at it this way—we were warm 
and fed and they were cold and 
hungry. Also, they keep all that 
green stuff from getting overgrown, 
so it saves us the cost of trimming 
and/or replacement. So a true eco-
nomic asset. 

 So much for a benevolent space.  
My wonderful bird and critter space 
has been a real killing field. There 
was the Cardinal of my last letter, 
and then a squirrel. True, I do my 
best to keep them out of the feed-
ers, but I actually think there is 
enough tossed to them by the birds 
that life is not too tough. The squir-
rel died a painful death and I still 
feel badly. I have a cone, sort of a 
large version of a tin can, screwed to 
the pole of one of the feeders. 
When squirrels climb up the pole 
they can not go on through the can, 
and most gave up a long time ago. 
There was one black one who per-
sisted so hard the can would come 
down. I became convinced she car-
ried a small Phillips head screw driv-
er in her teeth. So I had to mush 
through the snow, push it back up, 
and tighten the screws. So the last 
time I did this was near spring time 
and not much snow left. I pulled up 
the cone and there was the black 
squirrel, coiled around the pole, 
teeth marks on the cone, very dead.  
Clearly this time she did not jump 

out of the way fast enough. Hurts to 
even tell about it, but this time I 
really over-tightened it. 

 There is more:  two white-
throated sparrows attacked my win-
dow at the same time, only made 
one combined “thud.” Looking out 
I saw one, died immediately, but 
when I went out to confirm, there 
was a second one who was a good 
possible save. Dead looking but eyes 
open and clear. This was a fine suc-
cess story. After lying in the card-
board box on the deck table for 
awhile, after several attempts, he 
managed to stand, a bit wobbly, 
then he looked at the same window 
and there was my big cat (the other 
is tiny) looking longingly down on 
him. This promoted some hopping 
about ready to go. Most recovered 
birds just fly a short distance and 
gradually expand the length. Not 
this one! A direct and very fast long 
flight way back into the woods.  
Some tale for the dinner plate that 

night. I now have hung a long chain 
series of baskets on a hook in front 
of the window. Enough is enough. 
The commercial deterrents do not 
work. 

 Just a quick mention of another 
kind of bird. Debby and Paul Sha-
nahan, Rocki Malamud and myself 
“tabled” and enjoyed the Zoo's Par-
ty for the Planet (I really enjoy this 
each year.) One feature was a rotat-
ing animal table. There we saw up 
close a falcon and a parrot. This bird 
could talk, follow directions, wave 
and say “hi,” walk, jump, answer 
lots of questions. Quite a show. 
Whether you like Zoos or not, and I 
admit I am not a real fan, their focus 
on “Green” in all aspects is an ex-
cellent example. 

 

For the Earth and all its Critters, 

Martha Loew 

FROM THE CHAIR 

of harmful chemicals and pollutants. 

 So, it was an interesting “twist” 
in this saga when, on April 13, the 
Onondaga County Legislature’s En-
vironmental Protection Committee 
considered and voted unanimously 
to support a resolution that propos-
es the transfer of a portion of the 
Onondaga Lake shoreline back to 
the Onondaga Nation. The section 
mentioned is called Murphy’s Island 
and the initiative has been spear-
headed by a local businessman 
named Lloyd Withers and his organ-
ization, the Onondaga Shoreline 
Heritage Restoration. 

 The legislation will need to be 
endorsed by the full legislature. It 
provides that the area involved will 
be cleaned and restored to its prior 
unpolluted condition by the respon-
sible parties (Honeywell was men-

tioned as one) and once that is ac-
complished the County Executive is 
authorized to enter into the legal 
process of transferring ownership of 
this strip of land (approximately 36 
acres) to the Onondaga. 

 The planning for restoration 
and remediation continues for all 
the sites listed in the Superfund leg-
islation. The Onondaga Nation is 
one of three trustees in the Natural 
Resource Damage Assessment and 
Recovery process (the NYS DEC 
and US FWS are the others) which 
will work on the entire Onondaga 
Lake project. But this action by the 
County provides a unique “twist” in 
the convoluted history of our     
Onondaga Lake.  

 For more information, contact 
Jack Ramsden, 315-424-1454 or 
Lloyd Withers, 315-243-9118. ■ 
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 Sierra Club events encourage us 
to Explore, Enjoy and Protect the 
Planet. They are free and open to 
everybody. Parks may charge entry 
fees.  

 ExCom meetings are held on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m. at the Jamesville train sta-
tion. Sierra Iroquois members only, 
for business and strategy sessions. 
 

INDOOR EVENTS 
 Indoor programs are held the 
4th Wednesday of the month at 7:30 
p.m. (unless otherwise noted), at 
University United Methodist 
Church (UUMC), 1085 E. Genesee 
St. Park and enter on University 
Ave. and look for Sierra Club signs. 

Updates, cancellations and information at 
newyork.sierraclub.org/iroquois or 492-4745. 
 

MAY 25, 7:00–9:30 P.M.: THE 
TRUE COST OF HYDROFRACKING  

 An examination of the econom-
ic, environmental and health costs. 
 

Panelists: 

 Joe Heath, General Counsel for 
the Onondaga Nation, and owner 
of water well on leased property. 

 Dr. William “Bill” Podulka is a 
physicist with a lifelong interest in 
energy and environmental issues. 
In 2009, after learning about the 

impending gas drilling in the Mar-
cellus Shale, he and his wife re-
searched information on many 
aspects of the gas drilling issue 
and created TCgasmap.org, an on-
line repository of important gas-
drilling articles. He is chair of Res-
idents Opposing Unsafe Shale-
Gas Extraction (ROUSE), a grass-
roots group in Tompkins County 
seeking to educate the public 
about gas drilling issues, and 
working to protect residents from 
harm. Dr. Podulka will present 
information and analyze various 
reports that have examined the 
economic impact of gas drilling.  

 Barbara Jarmoska comes to us 
from North Central Pennsylvania, 
where her 20 acres are impacted 
by local drilling. She lives in what 
is called the “Marcellus Sacrifice 
Zone.” Her accounts and fight 
bring up close and personal views 
of the health and environmental 
impacts of hydrofracking. 

 

OUTDOOR EVENTS 
 In an effort to become more 
accessible to bikers and bus riders, 
cut down our carbon footprint and 
see some interesting historic spots, 
walks next year will focus on some 
of the great City of Syracuse 
parks. If you have a favorite city 
park that you would like to recom-

mend for our upcoming year, please 
write to mloew@twcny.rr.com. 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 10:30 A.M.: 
ANNUAL BEACH CLEANUP 
 Join up with other groups to 
make the shores of Lake Ontario 
proud. This is an annual event and 
to be greener we will organize ride 
shares. If you are a willing driver or 
looking for a ride, please contact 
mloew@twcny.rr.com. To make it 
easier we will meet at a downtown 
location near route 81. Bring a 
lunch, a drink and long arms to pick 
up. Think of it as an archeological 
dig—you would be amazed at what 
is someone else's trash. We will meet 
at Southwick Beach at 10:30. Lead-
ers will be Rich Slingerland and a 
Park Ranger. Bags are furnished and 
picked up by truck—so no heavy 
lugging. Lunch on the beach with a 
great view. No park fees for volun-
teers. 
 

JUNE 21: CORPORATE CHAL-

LENGE 

 This annual race at Onondaga 
Lake Park is the setting of a major 
community service project for the 
Iroquois Group. We collect bever-
age containers from boxes placed in 
convenient locations in the park, 
and prepare them for recycling. If 
you would like to help out this year, 
please contact Lisa Daly, 428-1384 
by June 14. ■ 

SEASONAL EVENTS 
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