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A Lesson from ONONDAGA LAKE

By Jack Ramsden

On the deck railing overlooking Onondaga Lake at the newly created Honeywell Visitor Center (off I-690 near
the Fairgrounds) is a series of panels describing what you are seeing out on the water. The first sentence of the
first panel is an attention getter. It says, “Welcome to beautiful Onondaga Lake.” Wow, there’s a new way to
look at the “most polluted lake in America”.

The thought process that goes from being apologetic about the Lake’s pollution to thinking positively about
what it might become is captured in that sentence. There is a lot going on around the Lake and most of it is good
stuff.

Dredging of the lake bottom sediments was paused for a time due to offensive odors coming from the sediment
consolidation area where the dredged material was being pumped. However, mitigation measures were
developed and the dredging resumed for a few weeks before it was shut down for the winter. Dredging will start
up again in the spring when warm weather returns.

Just before Thanksgiving, the Onondaga County Legislature approved funding for another section of the “Loop
the Lake Trail” which is gradually being constructed along the west shore of the Lake (the I-690 side). This new
section will bring the trail as far as Wastebeds 1-8 (the State Fair parking lots) and involve crossing the Solvay
Process waste that is piled over 70 feet deep along the shoreline (creating the infamous “white cliffs”).

In November, Onondaga County Executive Joanie Mahoney, Syracuse Mayor Stephanie Miner and Syracuse
University Chancellor Nancy Cantor were invited to a national Greenbuild convention to be recognized for their
efforts centered on the “Save the Rain” program which is connected to the Lake clean up as well.

About the same time, Honeywell opened their visitor center. At the opening ceremony for this facility, it was
made clear that Honeywell didn’t have to create the visitor center, but did it as a way to share with the public the
progress that was being made on “beautiful Onondaga Lake”.

That declaration reminded me why Onondaga Lake was getting cleaned up in the first place. Without the
Superfund Law and the EPA and the Clean Water Act and a lot of time in courtrooms, it is unlikely there would
be a visitor center. The process proceeds under the supervision of the NYS DEC because it is a remediation of
horrific pollution. While it is important to appreciate how much is being done and the positive impacts on our
community’s future, the real lesson is to never let anything like this happen again.

Perhaps that is why you joined Sierra Club.

Like to have active input in Onondaga Lake remediation?

In the Amended Consent Judgement (ACJ) on Onondaga Lake bottom remediation, there is a Citizen Participation Plan
(CPP). Part of the CPP requires an independent group of community members to advise the DEC and Honeywell on
public outreach. The Community Participation Working Group (CPWG) meets monthly to fulfill that responsibility. If
you’d be interested in becoming a member, contact Jack at 315-424-1454 or ramskids2go@aol.com.



Conservation Chair’s Report

NUCLEAR ENERGY
There has been some progress on the campaign to close FitzPatrick nuclear
power plant in Scriba (Oswego County), 36 miles from Syracuse. Sierra Club is
a member of AGREE (Alliance for a Green Economy), a coalition which is
aiming for a nuclear-free, carbon-free New York State. I represented Sierra
Club, and others spoke on behalf of their organizations, in person or by
conference call, before the Petition Review Board of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission. The Board accepted some of our arguments about the lack of
safety of FitzPatrick but held any potential implementation in abeyance - for an
undetermined period of time. Meanwhile, we are at risk that this aged facility,
with an inadequate emergency venting system, will cause a massive release of
radiation for many miles around. Ask me for a copy of the one-page handout
“Shut Down Fitzpatrick” or download it from www.agreenewyork.org

NEW YORK PASSES BENEFIT CORPORATION LAW
New York became the sixth state to pass a benefit corporation law. Benefit
corporations are a new legal class of corporation that are required to “create a
material positive impact on society and the environment, and to meet higher
standards of accountability and transparency.” Current corporate law can force
companies to maximize shareholder interests over social and environmental
concerns. For example, when the founders of Ben and Jerry’s Ice Cream
decided to sell their company, they were forced to accept the top offer from
Dutch conglomerate Unilever to avoid a shareholder lawsuit in spite of concern
that Unilever might not carry out their dedication to sustainability. Had Ben and
Jerry’s had benefit corporation status, it could have accepted a smaller offer
from a greener company.

HYDROFRACKING
Larry Paul, Don Hughes and I (and perhaps others I didn’t recognize) from the
Iroquois Group joined about 60 people from Syracuse and Canastota for the
anti-frack rally on the occasion of Gov. Cuomo’s State of the State speech on
Jan. 9. There were 1500 to 3000 people from all over NYS in a determined
effort to tell Cuomo to ban fracking. It was exciting and inspiring to see so
many people carrying imaginative banners and signs, and chanting and
drumming for hours. Examples: a huge banner with colored lights saying
“Cuomo, If you can’t keep NY water safe, don’t become President”; a large
green balloon fish to represent water being poisoned; a blue flag with the NYS
logo saying “Save NY- Ban Fracking.” ; a photo of Cuomo with “I love NY”
but substituting the heart with a skull and crossbones; “Save Our Farms”;
“Natural Gas Makes More Global Warming than Coal”; and “Fracking will
Hurt Agriculture and Wine Industries”. While drums kept up a steady beat,
people chanted “Ban Fracking” and “Once you Frack, You Cant’t go back”. An
excitiing and hopefully, effective event.

“SUPERSTORM” HURRICANE SANDY
How many more tragedies must the planet and all its inhabitants endure
(including people in our own NYS) before politicians take urgent and
widespread action on climate change? At least Gov. Cuomo recognizes that the
deadly hurricane (the size of which was unprecedented) which struck the East
Coast is only one of more disasters to come. He is rightly looking to prepare
NYS for the next. But we also need to take action to reduce the greenhouse
gases which are causing global warming and climate change. Individuals,
governments, businesses, and other institutions must act now.

EVENTS FOR WINTER 2013 Sierra Club events encourage us to Explore,
Enjoy, and Protect the Planet. They are free and open to all. Parks may charge
an entry fee.

INDOOR PROGRAMS are held the 4th Wednesday of the month (unless
otherwise noted) at 7:30 pm at University United Methodist Church(UUMC),
1085 E.Genesee Street. Park and enter on University Ave.   Look for the Sierra
Club sign inside the front door. Updates-492-4745.
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IROQUOIS GROUP CONTACT INFO

SIERRA CLUB - IROQUOIS GROUP
PO BOX 182
JAMESVILLE, NY 13078
newyork.sierraclub.org/Iroquois

GROUP OFFICERS

Chair Martha Loew 492-4745
mloew@twcny.rr.com

Vice  Chair Tasha Cooper 446-3750
tasha.cooper@gmail.com

Secretary Jack Ramsden 218-5988
Ramskids2go@aol.com

Treasurer David Kapell 682-8185
david.kapell@windstream.net

COMMITTEES

Conservation Linda DeStefano 488-2140
Ldestefano3@twcny.rr.com

Calendar Sales Rocki Malamud 446-7823
malamud@twcny.rr.com

Corp  Challenge Lisa Daly 428-1384
ldaly@yahoo.com

Membership Laurie Walker 492-9740
laurie.walker001@gmail.com

Outings Open position

Political Rhea Jezer 727-0123
jezer@ix.netcom.com
Lisa Daly 428-1384
ldaly@yahoo.com

Program ExCom Committee

Publicity Carol Fedrizzi 449-2603
cfedrizzi@verizon.net

Sustainability Debby Shanahan 446-1273
debbys@verizon.net

Water Issues Rich Slingerland 298-3130
richardslingerland@yahoo.com

Webmaster Scott Webster 446-3640
sigmaun@netscape.net

News to your inbox:

If you join our Iroquois “news list” you will get
updates, information and reminders of our events.
Frequency at most is 3-4 per month, often less. You
can unsubscribe at anytime. It is a closed listserv so
your address is not visible, or ever shared.

If you or your friends want to be on this listserv, send
an email to tasha.cooper@gmail.com with the words
“News List” in subject line.

IROQUOIS MESSENGER IS PUBLISHED
SPRING, SUMMER, FALL & WINTER

We’re always looking for great stories from our mem-
bers, so let us know if you’d like to write an article or

book review, or have questions for us!



There were a lot of unhappy birds out there until my food pantry
got functioning.  Now there are  happy  throngs of juncos, titmice,
assorted woodpeckers, mourning doves,  finches, sparrows, and
nuthatches. On the ground,  squirrels( both black and grey)
chipmunks, turkeys, deer, and at night , a pair of monster-sized
skunks.

Good thing  the skunks are nocturnal, as my even more laid back
cats are in at night.  The ladies have arrived at Feline Senior status
at the age of 13 and can barely work up a good tail wag   at a
possible live toy.  The possible exception was the day 12 turkeys
paraded in front of them.

I do have a fun tale of a cat and mouse in my bathtub, but best save
it for another time.

Hope you all had a great Holiday time and are looking forward to a
New Year of one more year of not fracked!!  But, do not relax yet,
or maybe never!

For the Earth and all its Critters,

Martha Loew

BALLOT-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2013

Vote for up to  six:

Lisa Daly Martha Loew
Linda DeStefano Jack Ramsden
Rhea Jezer Rich Slingerland
________________________write in.  (interested? Write in yourself.)

Members with one year remaining: Tasha Cooper,  Rocki Malamud,  Rich Slingerland, Laurie Walker, and Sarah Stewart.

Mail ballot to Sierra Club, Iroquois Group, PO Box 182, Jamesville,NY, 13078 by Feb 15, 2013

OUTDOOR  EVENTS

February-Saturday 16, 2:00 PM.
Walk the Erie Canal from the Trail Head at Ryder Park in Dewitt. A chance to see the recent reconstruction of the leaking aqueduct
and the new pedestrian bridge over the Canal that accesses trails on the other side of the canal. Meet in the parking lot of Ryder Park.

March-Sunday 17, 2:00 PM.
Join James MacKillop for a stroll through the streets of Syracuse on Sunday, March 17, starting at 2:00 p.m. Meeting place to be
announced. James MacKillop has explored the streets of Syracuse, as described in the Nov. 7-14, 2012, New Times article:
“Sidewalk Storyteller”. We will choose a park or other neighborhood to explore. Watch for updates by email and on our web page.

April-Saturday 20, 10 am to noon.
Tour of the Geddes-Brook Wetlands/Nine Mile Creek areas. Meet at the Onondaga Lake Visitors Center off of 690 exit 7. Start with a

briefing on status of lake cleanup.  Then car-pool to Geddes Brook to start the walking tour. Joe McMullen will be our tour leader.  A

great event for all of us who care about our lake.

Dear Tree Huggers,

Some of you may remember my displeasure with the brown,
dull, snowless winter last year.  My “bring on the snow”
request was answered a bit earlier than I intended.  Next time
I will be more date specific.  But now is better than never.
Where is the car scraper and the shovel?

FROM THE CHAIR
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INDOOR EVENTS

February 27 Wednesday; TAPPED-AN AWARD WINNING DOCUMENTARY FILM.

Witness the unseen world of the industry that aims to privatize and sell back the one resource that never should be a commodity, our
water. Is access to clean drinking water a basic human right, or a commodity to be bought and sold? A revelation of the big business
of bottled water.

Information-- 492-4745

March 20 Wednesday; CREATING A MONARCH WAYSTATION AND A BUTTERFLY-FRIENDLY YARD.

The monarch migration is one of nature’s most spectacular events. North American monarchs travel up to 3,000 miles in an annual
migration from their summer breeding habitat to their overwintering habitat in Mexico. But the monarch migration was listed by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature as an endangered phenomenon, and the World Wildlife Fund included monarchs on its
list of the “Top 10 to Watch in 2010”, i.e. species thought to be in need of close monitoring and protection. In this presentation, we’ll
learn about the life cycle of the beautiful monarch butterfly and about why the monarch migration is endangered. We’ll also learn the
easy ways everyone can help preserve the migration for future generations. And the good news is that the same landscaping practices
that help monarchs also help other butterflies and pollinators, too!
Presented by Janet Allen, president of the Wild Ones chapter Habitat Gardening in Central New York and member of the national
Wild for Monarchs Committee. Wild Ones is a partner in the Monarch Joint Venture (MJV at www.monarchjointventure.org), which
is a partnership of federal and state agencies, non-governmental organizations, and academic programs that are working together to
support and coordinate efforts to protect the monarch migration. The MJV is committed to a science-based approach to monarch
conservation work, guided by the North American Monarch Conservation Plan (2008) (note: this is the 3rd wed, not the 4th).

April 24 Wednesday; GreeningUSA WILL BE PRESENTING AN OVERVIEW OF THE 12 TRAITS© OF SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES.

12 Traits© is a rating system and public recognition program for existing cities, counties, towns, and villages achieving exemplary
levels of sustainability in each of 12 categories. Each of the 12 categories addresses the “triple bottom line of environmental,
economic, and social impacts”. In this context, “sustainability means keeping the good things about our current way of life in
American communities and getting rid of the things that threaten that way of life”.

GreeningUSA, Inc. is a not-for-profit, 501(c)3 corporation founded in 2004 in Syracuse, New York and governed by a 12 person all
volunteer Board of Directors. Through education, research, partnering, and advocacy, it is advancing the vision of American
communities that are much more environmentally, economically and socially sustainable. Additional information can be found at
www.GreeningUSA.org

Presented by Peter J. Arsenault, FAIA, NCARB, LEED AP, Architect and Sustainability Consultant, founding member; and Diane
Brandli, ASID, CID, LEED AP,  Sustainability Consultant  and  President of GreeningUSA.

Find information and updates at:

Syracuse Sierra Club Meetup.com
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