
cASH for TRASH 
 

 After OCRRA (Onondaga County Resource Recovery Agency) and Cortland County officials had met  in secret for over a year, the 
chair of the Onondaga County Legislature and the Onondaga County  executive “announced their intention” to trade garbage for incinerator ash 
with Cortland County.  
 

“Mahoney acknowledged that the trash plant was built in the early 1990’s after county officials promised they would never import trash 
to burn. But Mahoney said OCRRA has been so successful in promoting recycling that the waste-to-energy facility remains chronically 
under capacity” PS 8/15/13  
 

We have seen this before-secret meetings-(OCRRA and Covanta have been in secret negotiations for the past year) and public outrage,
( In 1996, a standing –room only crowd spoke against lifting the import ban, 1997, burning tires). Most of the legislature and the county 
executive have changed, but the people are still here, receiving our daily dose of poisons from this plant. (Lead, mercury, arsenic, diox-
ins, and fine particulates.) Studies show that the smaller the particle, the more damage to lungs. This smaller particle, PM2, will not be 
regulated in older incinerators such as the one on Rock Cut Road. Once the door is opened to importation of waste to burn, we become 
a regional dumping ground. Covanta's incinerator in Niagara Falls imports garbage from Canada, Puerto Rico, Texas and numerous 
other states. Do residents really want to go down that slippery slope? 
 
This is a 20 + year old plant and pushing all that they can into it is like beating a dead horse. In its self-promotion, the operators of this 
plant never mention that pollution is generated in the process. There is no amount of profit that is worth risking our health and environ-
ment. Let’s create jobs from recyclables and import tourists! 
 

Look for alerts in January  as we promote recycling, waste reduction, composting and work to prevent illness and climate change. 
  
Vicki Baker 
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Town of Preble Residents Irate Over a Proposed Propane Storage "Farm" 
by Rhea Jezer (resident of Preble & member of Iroquois Group Excom) 
 
The Town of Preble, with a population of 1,582, has always been famous for its rich soil, dairy farming, and picturesque 
countryside.  Over the past several decades, there have been attempts to compromise the town's character by introducing 
commercial and industrial uses not consistent with the town's goals and comprehensive plan that stresses preserving the its 
rural character with limited loss of prime farm land. This past year a committee recommended that the zoning code should 
prohibit industrial gas drilling and associated industries, such as storage, refinement, etc. 
 
Without consulting anyone from the town, the Director of  the Cortland County  Industrial Development Authority (IDA) ap-
plied for and was awarded a grant from the state for $205,000, to put in a Railroad spur across R. 11. The assumption was 
that a 20 acre parcel of prime farmland would be rezoned and a propane "farm", with 20 to 30 above-ground 30,000 gallon 
propane tanks storing 720,000 gallons of propane, would be built on the land. The operation of such a terminal would gener-
ate an estimated 20 trucks a day carrying propane. The director then convinced a developer to put an offer on the land,  
which has always been agricultural, assuming it would be re-zoned industrial. The property is surrounded by working farms. 
This move clearly goes against the town's comprehensive plans which "encourage preservation and enhancement of the 
existing rural nature of the Town," and is opposed to "spot zoning". 
 
The residents of  the Town of Preble packed a public hearing to protest the planned facility. The Preble Town Board in De-
cember voted to impose a one year moratorium on the project. Although the Cortland County IDA and developer will try to 
work on rezoning the property, the residents of the Town of Preble will fight not to have the county "railroad" the town and 
will fight this blatantly anti environmental and irreversible usage of prime farmland.  
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If you or your friends want to be on this listserv, send 
an email to Iro-group@newyork.sierra.org with the words 
“News List” in the subject line. 

IROQUOIS MESSENGER IS PUBLISHED 
SPRING, SUMMER, FALL & WINTER 
 
We’re always looking for great stories from our members, 
so let us know if you’d like to write an article or book  
review, or have questions for us! 
 

News to your inbox: 
 

If you join our Iroquois “news list” you will get updates, 
information and reminders of our events. 
Frequency at most is 3-4 per month, often less. 
You can unsubscribe at anytime.  It is a closed listserv so 
your address is not visible, or ever shared. 

  Dan Shanahan                   461-7393 
  shanahan@verizon.net 

Climate                  David Fischer                             876-0355
                  mycology@aol.com  

Iro-group@newyork.sierra.org 

Iro-group@newyork.sierra.org 

415-5650 

424-1454 

rowenamalamud@gmail.com 

Outings               Michelle Wolfe              451-5091 
               mjw451@aol.com 

FROM THE CONSERVATION CHAIR -  Linda A. DeStefano 
 

CONGRATULATIONS -  AND CARRY ON! - "Fracktivists" from the Sierra Club and many  
other organizations have participated in a powerful grassroots campaign which has successfully held 
in place a de facto moratorium on hydrofracking for natural gas  ("fracking") in N.Y.S. for 5 years. 
 

PIPELINES AND STORAGE: Yet our enthusiasm to protect our precious  New York must not 
wane as the industry is making inroads into N.Y. by pushing to establish an infrastructure of in-
creased pipelines, compressor stations and LNG (liquified natural gas) facilities - all of which could 
support fracking in N.Y. and are dangerous in themselves. Sierrans and others submitted com-
ments to the N.Y.S. Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) in regard to the DEC intent 
to lift a de facto moratorium of about 40 years on LNG facilities. This moratorium followed a deadly 
explosion of an  LNG facility in N.Y.  LNG is extremely volatile and highly flammable.  A fire in the 
sky could travel for miles.  Even  ordinary operation of  an LNG facility degrades the environment 
because methane must  be regularly vented to prevent an explosion. Methane is a powerful green-
house  gas, which is adding to global  warming and the resulting catastrophic climate  change we 
are experiencing. Millennium gas company  is considering a pipeline to run from the Southern Tier 
to the Town of Onondaga.  If built, it is likely that this pipeline would meet up with other pipelines to 
carry fracked gas from Pennsylvania to Boston for export.   Joe Heath, counsel to the Onondaga 
Nation, is one of the leaders in Stop-81 Pipeline and wrote to Millennium to ask for a status report 
since the pipeline  would run through the Onondaga Nation. The company replied that they are 
currently not planning to go ahead with the pipeline!  If we  continue our activism, we may  make this 
temporary victory into a permanent one. 
 

STORAGE BAN: In Preble (Cortland County), the town board passed a ban on large– scale 
propane facilities.  This was in response to a proposed propane storage and distribution facility that 
would be 720,000 gallons of liquid propane above ground. The ban must now go to the county for 
approval, which will - hopefully - happen in February.  See article by Rhea  Jezer for more details. 
 

FRACKING WASTE: On Dec. 17, the Onondaga County legislature voted unanimously to ban 
fracking waste from being spread on roads within the county and also to ban the waste from being 
treated at wastewater facilities in he county. Thanks to Mary Menapace and Hugh Kimball of  Shale-
shock CNY for initiating this with the legislators. 
 

SUPPORT FROM N.Y.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL ON LOCAL NUCLEAR 
CAMPAIGN: On Dec. 3, Attorney General Eric Schneiderman sent a 16 page letter to the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission (NRC)  asking that the NRC investigate the finances of Entergy, 
owner of the FitzPatrick nuclear plant in Scriba (Oswego County), to determine whether Entergy 
would pay for important maintenance work on FitzParick or would cut corners, increasing the dan-
ger of a serious accident at the facility. Two weeks prior to Schneiderman's letter, Senators Bernie 
Sanders and Edward Markey sent a letter to the NRC in response to a report that NRC had buckled 
to a request by Entergy to cease investigating the company's  ability and willingness to properly 
maintain the plant. Other good news is that the company which had been planning to build a  fourth 
nuclear plant at Scriba recently pulled out. 
 

MICHAEL BRUNE ON NUCLEAR ENERGY: A recent quote from Michael Brune, Execu-
tive Director of the national Sierra Club: "“There’s just nothing good to say about nuclear energy. 
Nuclear power plants are costly and dangerous to operate, they depend on destructive mining, and 
there’s the persistent problem of radioactive waste disposal.  We can power our economy on 100 
percent clean energy, and that’s the direction we need to be moving in if we’re going to protect pub-
lic health and curtail the extreme weather events associated with runaway climate disruption.” 
 

REACHING OUT TO THE LATINO COMMUNITY: Given that there are many Spanish 
speakers in Central N.Y., I'm grateful that the editor (Marisol Hernandez) and publisher (Hugo 
Acosta) of CNY LATINO provide space for articles I write on environmental protection topics.  CNY 
LATINO is a free monthly newspaper in Spanish and English.   See CNYLatino.com 
 

ONONDAGA LAKE CLEANUP: the dredging is about 80% completed. The capping is about 
17% completed.  Jack Ramsden notes: "There are a number of factors that are hastening the im-
provements to the water quality in Onondaga Lake. The addition of targeted nitrates is "capturing" 
mercury and taking it out of the food chain, the continuing reductions of ammonia and phosphorous 
by the improved Metro treatment plant, and the implementation of the Armory Square overflow cap-
ture are all helping to make Onondaga Lake cleaner and clearer." 
 
Litter and cleanup days will happen through out the Iroquois Group. 
Please check with your town, county etc  locate the effort near you and pitch in for 
a cleaner spring!!  In Onondaga County the cleanup is on Saturday April 12.  
Our annual cleanup of Lake Ontario will be on Saturday May  17-  check our website for details. 

rjezer@gmail.com 



FROM THE CHAIR 
Dear Tree Huggers, 

Winter seems to come and go and so do the birds.  My feeder guests are very unreliable this year.  I guess 

you could call them “fowl weather friends” (sorry!) 

Not the usuals in attendance.  Only a couple of cardinals instead of the dozen or more,  lots of house 
finches,  a few chickadees,  juncos, goldfinches, woodpeckers of assorted types including a fun pileated 
one, unexpected red winged blackbirds, only supposed to be about in the spring.  Right?? Of course it could 
be that someone nearby has opened a Better Best Bird Bistro and I need to offer something like discounts 

for early diners.  Open to suggestions. 

Now about the critters.  N0 DEER.  I have to guess from the reports that they prefer the urban gardens to woodland browsing.  Exotic plants have 
become the preferred food.   My nine member herd of white tailed have not been about for two years.   Very few squirrels, who do not even 

bother to attack the feeders.  This certainly cuts down the seed bill, but is an end to the challenging battle of the wits. 

Sadly, the Monarch reports both here in the summer and in Mexico at the wintering ground are really bad.  Please keep planting the milkweed 

and other pollinators and tell Monsanto to stop!!  Where is Rachel Carson when we need her?? 

If you can get your hands on the recent New Yorker, read the article on the Passenger Pigeon and make a resolution to do better!  Bees, bats, 

butterflies- are they the pigeons of our future?? 

Ugh, what a dreary letter!!Let’s go out, hug the trees, smile at the critters, and enjoy them all. 

For the earth and all its critters, 

 

Martha Loew 

BEYOND COAL 
 
As we roll toward the end of the year, we have some great progress to  look back at in 2013 in our work to move beyond dirty fuels like coal and gas and toward 
cleaner, renewable energy for NY.  As I write this, we have just exceeded our goal of gathering 10,000 petition signature to Governor Cuomo asking him to make NY 
a leader in clean energy by committing to doubling NY’s onshore wind capacity and getting the nation’s first offshore wind project on the grid.  By the time you read 
this, we will have delivered these petitions to Governor Cuomo’s staff in Albany and Long Island. 
 
The collective work of the Beyond Coal Campaign, the Atlantic Chapter, and many groups such as Iroquois Group has already made a difference.  At a recent off-
shore wind conference hosted by Sierra Club and partners in Long Island, Cuomo administration officials stated strong support for offshore wind. 
 
The primary goal of our wind work in NY is to ensure that as coal plants are retired, we can leapfrog over natural gas to clean energy.  NY has tremendous potential 
for wind power that could reliably replace coal and gas, while growing our economy. Currently, however, there are two proposals to repower coal plants with natural 
gas - one here in Central NY and the other in Western NY.  We’ve been working with community partners in Ithaca and surrounding area to beat back the proposal to 
repower the Cayuga plant, which sits on the shores of Cayuga Lake.  There has been significant opposition to this repowering proposal, and while we don’t know 
when the NY Public Service Commission will issue a decision, they have every reason to decide against repowering.  The faster we can ramp up wind power, the 
less likely we’ll see such proposals in the future! 
 
In 2014, we have a great opportunity to make huge strides on wind energy in NY.  We will continue to push Governor Cuomo to make a solid commitment to increas-
ing onshore wind, and getting offshore wind off the ground.  We also expect the Public Service Commission to begin considering an extension of the state’s Renew-
able Portfolio Standard (RPS) which currently requires NY’s utilities to provide at least 30% of electricity from renewable sources by 2015.  In order to transition NY 
away from dirty fuels, we will need to increase and extend this RPS to 50% by 2025.  Look for lots of opportunities to engage next year! 
For more information, or to get involved, contact:: 
 

Jennifer Tuttle, NY Organizing Representative, jennifer.tuttle@sierraclub.org  or   Lisa Dix, NY Beyond Coal Representative, lisa.dix@sierraclub.org 

BALLOT-IROQUOIS EXCOM FOR 2014 - Vote for up to five for 2 year terms: 
 
 ____Tasha Cooper          _____   Debby Shanahan 
   
 ____ David Fischer          _____   Laurie Walker 
  
 ____ Rocki Malamud       _____   Michelle Wolfe 
 
Remaining on the excom with one year left:  Lisa Daly, Linda DeStefano, Rhea Jezer, 
Martha Loew, Jack Ramsden, Rich Slingerland 
 
Mail to Iroquois Group , PO Box  182, Jamesville, NY 13078  by February 20, 2014. 
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Feb 2, Sunday, 2:00 pm   BIG BUCK & MILDRED FAUST TRAILS AT CLARK RESERVATION 
We will dive into another winter month with a hike from the Mildred Faust trail to the Big Buck trail, and back via the Cliff trail. All told this moderate hike will be around 2 
miles from start to finish, with some of the best views along the rim of Glacier Lake. 
Directions: Take I-481 South to the Jamesville exit 2. Follow Jamesville Road to NY 173. Take NY 173 West 1.25 miles to the part entrance. We will meet in the park-
ing lot near the Nature Center. 
 
Mar 2, Sunday, 2:00 pm  CAMILLUS ERIE CANAL PARK 
This special park located in Camillus embodies a living history of the Erie Canal, with reminders of long ago days along every path and vista. The Steam Engine Ex-
hibit will also be available for those of us that are curious about these marvels of engineering, and the part they played in the growth of industry in our region.  We will 
hike the picturesque Old Erie Canal Trail, which is just over 4 miles. 
 Directions:  From the village of Camillus take Newport Rd north.  Turn right on Devoe Rd to main section of the park.  You can also take NY 5 West to the Newport Rd 
Exit. Meet in the parking lot. 
 
Apr 6, Sunday, 2:00 pm  ROLLING HILLS TRAIL AT GREEN LAKES 
A favorite trail of bird lovers, this will be a moderate hike of just under 2 miles, and just in time for the spring arrival of many migrating birds. We will be joined by 
Theresa Hankin, an amateur bird enthusiast that will help us identify some of the many species we will see along the trail. Bring your binoculars and cameras, but 
please leave your dogs behind. We don’t want to startle any of our feathered friends! 
Directions:  The main entrance is off Route 298. We will meet in the parking lot adjacent to the Reserve Shelter Area. 
 
May 3, Saturday, 2:00 pm THE CORNELL BIOLOGICAL FIELD STATION AT SHACKELTON POINT 
CBFS Associate Director Randy Jackson will give us a guided tour of this internationally recognized research facility, and discuss the importance of Oneida Lake to 
our local economy. We will be visiting on opening day of Walleye season, and Randy will share with us the changes happening to the lake, and changes expected in 
the future. Don’t miss this one! 
Directions: Take Route 31 to Bridgeport. At traffic light (just over bridge), turn left onto North Rd.; turn right onto Shackelton Point Road at Bridgeport Elementary 
School. Follow signs to the Field Station. We will meet in the parking lot at the Field Station. 

WINTER 2014 
Sierra events encourage us to Explore, Enjoy and Protect the Planet. They are free and open to all. Some parks may charge an entry fee.  Indoor programs are 
held at 7:30 on the fourth Wednesday of the month (unless otherwise noted) at University United Methodist Church, 1085 E. Genesee St. Park and enter on 
University Place.  If Syracuse Schools are closed for weather the program is cancelled. 
 

Feb 26 Wednesday, 7:30 pm   TRASH FOR ASH  FROM CORTLAND VIEW 
Activist, Pam Jenkins, and others from our neighbors to the South will explain what the proposed Inter-Municipal Partnership entails  in Cortland county.  The 
proposal is still being explored and would require approval of both the Cortland and Onondaga legislatures, DEC approval, and an environmental impact study. 
 

Mar 26 Wednesday, 7:30 pm   GARDENING FOR NATURE  
Janet Allen, President of Habitat of CNY, will help us understand the wonderful positives of native plants in preserving the best world for us and all the pollinator 
and birds.   Time to get out of that seed catalogue and learn how, why and where to get truly native plants (not cultivars) for your spring garden.  
 

Apr 23 Wednesday, 7:30 pm  PAST,PRESENT, & FUTURE OF ONEIDA LAKE 
James “Randy” Jackson, Associate Director of the Cornell Biological Field Station, will speak on Oneida Lake from pre-settlement time  to current issues with 
invasive species, fisheries, and impacts of climate change.  Yes, there is another “O” lake we need to help!  Bring your questions for answers. 
 

May 28 Wednesday, 7:30 pm  STATE OF THE LAKE with Onondaga Lake Watershed Coordinator Aimee Clinkhammer 
The position of Watershed Coordinator for Onondaga Lake was recently created by the Onondaga Lake Partnership leadership as they reach the end of their 
legislative mandate. A new coalition of groups has begun meeting and calls itself the Onondaga Lake Watershed Partnership (OLWP). Aimee will address pro-
gress past, present, and, hopefully, future as we experience a cleaner, healthier Lake. 

Outdoor Events 


