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Mainers March Against Tar Sands Pipeline

Some 1,400 people turned out on a bitter cold 
Saturday afternoon in January to oppose the 
plan to reverse the flow in the existing Port-

land to Montreal pipeline to pump dirty tar sands 
oil through Maine to Casco Bay. There is a high risk 
with this plan of a toxic oil spill into the Androscog-
gin and Crooked Rivers, Sebago Lake (the drinking 
water source for greater Portland), and Casco Bay.   
Sierra Club Maine was a co-sponsor of the event and 
Sierrans from around New England turned out for 
the rally.

The mining and transport of tar sands oil has 
fostered strong opposition from the Sierra Club and 
other environmental groups around the country. 
Several Maine communities have also weighed in 
on the issue. The towns of Casco, Bethel, and Wa-
terford have voted to oppose the pipeline and South 
Portland is considering that possibility. The City of 
Portland is considering the ban on tar sands oil for 
municipal vehicles.

 Tar sands oil is some 20 percent dirtier than con-
ventional oil. In addition mining tar sands oil would 
release  millions of tons of stored carbon.

There is also a major concern that transporting 

1,400 turn out in Portland on January 26

Continued on page 2

Lamey Wellehan; Leading the way in Energy Efficiency
In 2006, Sierra Club supporter Jim Wellehan of Lamey Wellehan Shoes made a 
commitment to make his company more energy efficient—for the good of the en-
vironment and to help his business’s bottom line. The effort started with lighting 
upgrades, added insulation, and changing the habits of employees. 

By 2010 the company had reduced its total annual carbon emissions from 371. 
3 tons to 268.1 tons, a 28 percent decrease. By 2011 that percentage decrease was 
over 30 percent. And this past year, 2012, Lamey Wellehan saw a 37 plus percent 
reduction from its 2004 carbon footprint, largely due to utilizing more energy ef-
ficient vehicles, skylights, and the installation of solar panels on its headquarters 
building in Auburn.

Now, a 37 percent reduction in emissions is pretty impressive, but Jim Welle-
han isn’t satisfied.

“I feel bad that we didn’t hit 40 percent,” he says. “But I know that our com-
pany will enjoy the benefits of a 50 percent reduction by 2020.”

Jim, a Sierra Club member, knows that the steps his company is taking are 
necessary to help avoid the most disruptive effects of climate change. But as a 

good businessman, he knows it’s also helping his company’s profitability. 
“While most would agree that what we’ve done is what the environment needs, the great news is that it’s 

also exactly what is required to run a cost efficient business,” he notes.

20 years of Protecting the 
Maine Environment

Back in the early 1990’s  super-volunteer Joan 
Saxe was serving as the Sierra Club’s News 

England Chapter Chair. As she was making yet 
another  long trip to a chapter meeting in Boston, 
she became convinced that the time had come for 
the New England states to have their own chap-
ters. Such a move would allow for more member 
engagement and more productive work on each 
of the state’s own environmental challenges.

Not everyone in the New England Chapter 
was enamored of the idea, but with the help of 
fellow Maine Sierra Club leaders Ken Cline and 
John  Boomer, Joan succeeded with the plan and 
in 1993 the  Maine Chapter was founded.

Since then Sierra Club Maine has grown and 
put together an impressive string of effective  pro-
grams and campaigns, including:
• Women Voices for the Environment
• Establishment of the 100-mile Wilderness
• Land protection agreement for Sears Island
• Cool Communities Program
• Endorsement and support of scores of success-    
    ful environmentally concerned candidates
• Influence on legislation in Augusta
• Green Sneakers Program
• East-West Highway Campaign

The Chapter has already begun a year-long 
celebration which will include 20 events in 2013. 
Next up is a gathering of past and present Chap-
ter executive committee members and volunteers 
at Bowdoin on March 30. The event will feature  
former congressman Tom Allen. Also on tap are a 
weekend at Acadia in June and a very special 20th 
anniversary annual dinner later this year. 

Jim Wellehan

Year-long celebration is underway

Among the large crowd that marched against a tar sands pipeline on January 26 were (left to right): Lyn 
Sudlow, Sierra Club Maine Co-chair Becky Bartovics, John Demos, Chapter Director Glen Brand,  and 
Michael Shaughnessy

-Continued on Page 2

20th Anniversary
Forward on Climate
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the oil, which is more corrosive than regular oil, via 
pipeline will result in damaging spills.

“Let’s just say here and now that Exxon Mo-
bil shouldn’t be allowed to go ahead with this 
risky scheme without a Presidential Permit,” Con-
greswoman Chellie Pengree told the marchers “And 
I don’t believe the facts will support one”

Sierra Club director Glen Brand challenged the 
U.S. President to live up to his recent talk about ad-
dressing climate change by opposing tar sands oil. 

“President Obama had some great words in his 
inaugural speech about tackling climate change,” 
Brand said. “Now we’re looking to him to follow up 
those stirring words with some stirring action.”

Brand and Pingree spoke, along with representa-
tives from 350.org, the Natural Resources Council of 
Maine, and the Penobscot Nation (whose members 
also performed a spiral dance).

Participants gathered at Monument Square at 
noon. Prior to the rally, some 50 Sierra Club mem-
bers and friends met at the Chapter office for cof-
fee (provided by Becky Bartovics from Coffee by 
Design) and an information session on tar sands. 
Sierrans who made the trip up from Massachussetts 
were especially grateful to get out of the cold wind!

From Monument  Square marchers headed down 
Exchange Street, then onto Commercial Street to the 
Casco Bay Lines pier. 

The following op-ed by 350.org founder Bill McKibben and Sierra Club Maine director Glen Brand appeared in 
the Portland Press Herald prior to Portland tar sands rally.

Like so many Americans, we are inspired 
by President Obama’s commitment in his 
inaugural speech to respond forcefully to 

the growing climate crisis. The president declared: 
“We, the people, still believe that our obligations 
as Americans are not just to ourselves, but to all 
posterity. We will respond to the threat of climate 
change, knowing that the failure to do so would 
betray our children and future generations.”

The president must demonstrate his leadership 
by saying no to any new tar sands pipelines. Ex-
panding the market for the most carbon-intensive 
fuel on the planet is simply incompatible with ad-
dressing the threat of climate change and firing up 
the clean energy sources we need.

Many New Englanders have probably heard 
of the ongoing struggle against the controversial 
and dangerous TransCanada Keystone XL tar 
sands pipeline from Alberta, Canada, to Texas. But 
northern New England citizens, especially Mainers, are also directly threatened by ExxonMobil’s plan 
to pump tar sands oil through Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, for export out of Casco Bay.

ExxonMobil’s proposal to repurpose a 62-year-old oil pipeline to run highly corrosive tar sands 
would put the Androscoggin and Crookedrivers, Sebago Lake (the drinking water source for Greater 
Portland), and Casco Bay at enormous risk from leaks and spills. Tragically, we know that the risks and 
enormous costs of tar sands oil are very real.

On July 25, 2010, a pipeline near Marshall, Mich., burst open and spewed more than 1 million gal-
lons of tar sands oil in Talmadge Creek and then into the Kalamazoo River, contaminating more than 30 
miles of the river and an adjoining lake.

Tar sands oil is heavier than conventional oil, and it sinks and coats the bottom of the riverbed. As 
a result, cleaning up such spills is much more difficult and expensive than cleaning up spills involving 
conventional oil. More than two years after the Kalamazoo spill, the estimated $725 million cleanup is 
still not complete, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency acknowledges that some parts of the 
Kalamazoo River may never be fully restored.

Tar sands oil is diluted with a brew of toxic chemicals, and these chemicals were released into the 
air when the pipeline burst and polluted the river. Shortly after the spill, people in the vicinity reported 
noxious odors and health symptoms, including nausea and respiratory problems.

In the end, Enbridge, the company responsible for the Michigan pipeline and the Canadian portion of 
the network that connects to New England, had to purchase at least 130 homes along the river.

ExxonMobil and Enbridge have learned the lesson from the stark public opposition to Keystone XL 
and the public’s outrage over the Kalamazoo River spill, and they are now trying to sneak their New 
England project under the radar. By using an existing pipeline, they hope to quietly move ahead and 
skip permitting and environmental review. We cannot let this happen.

The pipeline they want to repurpose, the Portland-Montreal Pipe Line, crosses an international bor-
der, and just like Kestone XL, it must, therefore, be subject to a presidential permit.

The president must act now. 2012 was the hottest year on record. We cannot afford to wait to take 
action on climate disruption, and we can’t accept toxic tar sands oil, which moves us backward in our 
effort to reduce carbon pollution.

The president knows this. Now he must say no to tar sands and the dangerous pipelines that Big Oil 
wants to run under our farms, rivers and lakes.

Mr. President,
say no to tar sands oil

Continued from page 1

Some 1,400 people turned out on January 26 for a Portland rally against a pipeline potentially transporting 
tar sands oil from Canada to Casco Bay.

Indeed, Lamey Wellehan has seen a 10 percent 
increase in profitability because of its reduction of 
energy use. And it has seen modest growth even 
through the recent economic downturn. As a result, 
the company has been able to increase the training 
and pay of its staff.

And Jim believes there is another added benefit 
to energy-efficiency measures.

“Our associates generally believe that being en-
vironmentally responsible has been appreciated by 
our many Maine customers,” he says.

Jim also has high praise for the work of Efficiency 
Maine.

“Efficiency Maine has been a great asset in terms 
of financial support and spreading technical knowl-
edge,” he says.

Not only has Jim led the way for his company, 
he’s also been a leader in advocating the benefits of 
energy efficiency for other businesses and commu-
nities. In Auburn, he worked with Partners for Cool 
Communities and Sierra Club volunteers to get the 
city to sign the U.S. Mayors Climate Agreement.

For his dedication to energy efficiency, Jim and 
his company were presented with the 2007 Business 
Leader of the Year Award by the Chapter.

As Lamey Wellehan presses toward its goal of a 
50 percent decrease in its carbon footprint, Jim will 
continue to encourage others in the business world  
to reap the benefits of energy efficiency.

One example of Jim’s efforts are the solar energy 
fairs he has hosted since installing solar panels at his 
company’s headquarters for the past two years. At 
these fairs ome 16 providers demonstrate options 
for using solar to save energy and cut costs.

It’s been great to see the interest from the Lewis-
ton-Auburn community,” he says. 

“Carbon reduction is a very positive thing for 
business, and, I believe a necessary step if Maine, 
the USA, and the entire world are to manage com-
fortably. Cutting energy costs is the most productive 
route to a more prosperous future for us all.”

Wellehan, continued from page 1

Volunteers needed!

Sierra Club Maine very much needs volun-
teers to help with its 20th anniversary celebra-
tions committee, IT support, donor develop-
ment and new member development, as well 
as other areas.

Please consider being a Sierra Club volun-
teer—it’s rewarding and fun! 

Email us at maine.chapter@sierraclub.org 
or call Molly at the Portland office—761-5616.
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Keep up to date on what’s happening in Augusta 
by going on your computer to the audio stream-

ing (and sometimes live video) of most of the legisla-
tive committee hearings and full legislative sessions 
in the comfort of your own home, and carbon-free. 
Just log on to janus.state.me.us/legis/audio/cmte_
directory.htm

And you can go to to www.mainelegislature.org/
legis/calendar/ for all the up-to-date information 
about the legislature, schedules of public hearings 
and work sessions, committee members, legislators 
names and districts and more.  

Sierra Club Maine will be following bills that 
support Smart Energy Solutions for reducing green 
house gases, transportation bills that  promote plan-
ning for statewide  passenger rail and stop the East 
-West Highway, and protect  the Maine Woods. 

We welcome volunteers on our legislative Action 
Team for what promises to be an active session in 
Augusta.  For more information and to get involved  
call 761-5616 or email maine.chapter@sierraclub.org.   

There are five bills coming before the legislature 
this session that will involve action on Maine’s 

Uniform Building and Energy Code. Efforts to re-
peal or weaken adoption of the code in Maine mu-
nicipalities are underway. There is also one bill to 
strengthen the adoption regulations. Many other 
states have adopted the minimum standards that 
the Maine code includes. The building and energy 
code provides a tool to ensure that new construc-
tion is safe and more energy efficient, a wise policy 
since energy contractors are discovering much new 
construction across the state is poorly insulated and 
weatherized.

For more information and updates on this im-
portant legislation contact Sierra Club Maine at 207-
761-5616.

Legislative Updates

Let’s Keep the Building and 
Energy Codes Bill Strong

Stay Updated on Legislative 
Activity in Augusta from the 
Comfort of Your Home

One of the “break-out” group discussions  at Sierra Club Maine’s January retreat concerned strategies for   
transportation issues—especially promoting rail. Left to right are Jayne Lello, Joan Saxe, Paul Weiss, Ruth 
Bettinger, Mark Bettinger, Tony Donovan,  Karen Woodsum, and David Mokler.  Mark (Ruth’s brother) 
is the Sierra Club’s Eastern Regional Organizing Director. Other major areas of discussion at the well-at-
tended retreat included the east/west highway, environmental legislation, tar sands, political committee, 
the Schiller Coal Plant, and the Chapter’s outings program. The event was held at the home of executive 
committee member Claudia King in Falmouth. Many thanks to Claudia and her family for being such 
gracious hosts.

Transportation Issues Discussed at Chapter Retreat

Sierra Club Supports East-West Highway Legislation

Environmental Activists Meet Legislators in Augusta

 

A number of bills in Augusta this session chal-
lenge the east-west highway proposal and 

provide for more planning and thought for trans-
portation across the state of Maine. The proposed 
220-mile highway for truck transport between New 
Brunswick and Quebec, Canada would cut through 
the heart of the Maine Woods. This highway would 
have dramatic impacts on Maine communities, busi-
nesses along existing east-west Route 2, the environ-
ment, and property owners.

 A private construction project of this magnitude 
warrants diligent oversight and a full and transpar-
ent public process, including information about the 
exact route of the proposed road, the private inves-
tors behind the proposal, and full environmental 
and community impact review.

 For these reasons, the Sierra Club supports the 
following proposed legislation related to the east-

There was a good turnout for  this year’s annual Environmental Priorities Project (EPC) Legislative breakfast in Augusta in February. And Sierra Club Maine (an 
EPC member) was well represented. Claudia King, Andy Burt, Chapter Co-Chairs Joan Saxe and Becky Bartovics, and Chapter Director Glen Brand attended the 
event and spoke with state legislators from around the state about this term’s priority environmental issues. Sierra Club  supports the EPC’s common agenda bills: 
strengthening the Kids Safe Products Act and mining water pollution standards; opening the St. Croix River for alewive passage; and increased funding for energy 
efficiency programs.

west highway issue.
 • LR 1871 (Rep. Katherine Cassidy, Lubec) - An 
Act to Defund the Feasibility Study of the East West 
Highway.  (This bill would rescind the expenditure 
of $300,000 of public Dept. of Transportation funds 
to conduct a financial feasibility study for the inves-
tors of the highway.)
 • LR 1658 (Sen. Ed Mazurek, Rockland) – Resolve, 
Regarding a Study by the Dept. of Transportation of 
the Most Efficient Options for Improving [Existing] 
East West Transit and Transportation.
• LR 1201 (Rep. Jeff McCabe, Skowhegan) – Resolve, 
Establishing the East West Highway Study Commis-
sion to Oversee Further Study or Planning for an 
East West Highway.
 • LR 1379 (Sen. Linda Valentino, York) - An Act to 
Prohibit Use of Public Funds for a Private Transpor-
tation Study.
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Warm House Gatherings and More

The Green Sneakers Project, a signature pro-
gram of the Maine Sierra Club’s Cool Com-

munities Program, brings energy efficiency 
solutions to homeowners, (and renters and land-
lords). The group has done canvasses, public fo-
rums and workshops, student education and ser-
vice learning, volunteer training and over ninety 
home walk-thru and efficiency evalations.  The 
Warm House Gatherings showcase energy retro-
fit work. If you want to share your story about 
your retrofit or attend a local gathering, email us 
at greensneakersme@gmail.com or call 380-5387.

Maine Partners 
for Clean Energy

Promoting Efficiency &
Smart Energy Solutions

Penobscot Home Performance (PHP) was 
recently asked by Nancy Glassman of the 
Green Sneakers program to help a young 
single mother who was struggling to heat 

her home. She has two bright eyed children and 
dreams of working her land in Bucksport, and mak-
ing a go as a farmer. But it’s difficult to make a go 
of anything when your home uses 550 gallons of 
oil per month, and you’re exhausted from trying to 
keep your body heat in a cold home. 

Green Sneakers is a program of Sierra Club 
Maine. The program’s volunteers go door to door 
to educate homeowners about the importance of 
weatherizing their homes to use less energy, save 
money, and reduce their carbon footprint. They of-
fer simple, low cost solutions for people (window 
caulk, weather-stripping, CFL bulbs) as well as 
recommending the value of a professional energy 
audit. They are a passionate group of folks who 
truly are putting “boots on the ground” in the fight 
against global warming. 

This particular home was incredibly uncom-
fortable for this mother and her two children.  On 
PHP’s first visit and inspection we discovered this 
home was completely void of insulation. The attics, 
walls, and basement were all empty and the home 
was extremely leaky. 

Using a blower door (used to measure how leaky 
or tight a home is), we were able to quantify the 
leakage of the home. At about 1300 square feet, it 
had a leakage of 9000CFM50 (CFM is cubic feet 
per minute of airflow). This was one of the leakiest 
homes our company had tested. The inside air was 
exchanging its entire volume of “heated” air with 
the outside air 2.53 times per hour. It is virtually im-
possible to heat a home above 50 or 60 degrees at 
this leakage rate. And when you heat a home this 
leaky, with no insulation, it takes a great deal of oil. 
So much, in fact, that this family was facing the last 
months of cold weather with no resources in sight 
for refilling their fuel tank. spending virtually all 
their income on fuel. 

Penobscot Home Performance, jumped at the op-
portunity to truly improve the quality of this fam-
ily’s life by making their home more comfortable, 
economical, and energy efficient. We also get satis-
faction over the prospect of reducing the amount of 
carbon being put into our clean Maine air. 

With about $900 to work with ($600 from the 
RDI program funded through Efficiency Maine) we 
came up with a plan. We’d bring all our extra foam, 
insulation, and other energy retrofitting tools and 
materials to the home. We also ordered 70 bags of 
cellulose and 10 cans of one part foam from Ham-
mond Lumber who was kind enough to offer us the 
materials at cost. (Ellsworth Building Supplies also 
offered to let us have materials at cost.)

With our three-person crew, me (Matt Damon), 
Dan Landry, and Chris Jerome, along with a dedi-
cated group of six volunteers (John Spadola, Mark 
Abb, Dick Smith, John Jackson, Ron Terry, and Lin-
da Smith), we went to work. Chris and I began air 
sealing many of the holes in the attic. Small holes 
like around light fixtures were easy to seal, while 
the large 3’ by 3’ hole around her chimney proved 
more challenging. It’s holes like this, hidden ones in 
attics and basements, that are the real energy sap-
ping culprits. Dan went to work in the side attic, 
air sealing it and installing blocking in between the 
floor joists. A few of the other volunteers spent time 

shoring up ceilings and constructing a door to cover 
the open bulkhead door. The home was abuzz with 
activity fueled by a passion for energy efficiency, a 
desire to help a neighbor in need, and coffee. The 
donuts didn’t hurt either.

Once the main attic air was sealed the crew be-
gan installing Cel-Pak brand cellulose in the main 
attic and some of the walls which were accessible 
from the attic. We ended up being able to insulate 
three wall sections and installed about 12” of cel-
lulose in the main attic. This amounts to an R-value 
of approximately 45. Not the R-60 we like to see but 
still respectable. There was still lots more to accom-
plish. Also in the main attic was the back of a knee 
wall which we insulated with donated insulation.

The second floor, which had been closed off by 
the mother because it was uninhabitable due to the 
cold temperatures, was also insulated. 

In the basement, the giant opening was sealed 
with pressure treated plywood and rigid insulation. 
Green Sneakers volunteer Mark Abb, a former boat 
builder, crafted a good looking frame and door. I 
crawled into the tight crawlspace under the kitchen 
and blasted the wall with 2” of closed cell foam. 
Most of this foundation was stacked field stone and 
there were many areas where I could stick my hand 
outside. The box sills were all insulated with foam 
and a large hole where the dryer vent existed was 
tightened up. 

After the work was completed around 3 PM, we 
set up the blower door anxious to see the results 
of our “shock and awe” method of weatherizing 
the home. As all the volunteers gathered around 
the blower door people started guessing what the 
reduction was going to be. As the hum of the fan 
began, we were delighted to learn that we had re-
duced the air leakage in the home from 9,000CFM50 
to 4,000CFM50, a dramatic 56 percent reduction. In 
one day and with minimal materials we installed 
1750 pounds of cellulose, about 500 board feet of 
closed cell foam, and made many structural and 
cosmetic improvements.The volunteer group, The 

WindowDressers, of Rockland, then got to work, 
promptly measuring all the windows for plastic in-
terior window inserts. They made and delivered the 
inserts, which eliminated drafts around gaps in the 
window framing, while increasing the R factor. For 
this family in need of help, as with many of their 
other “customers,” the cost of the “storms” was cov-
ered. 

Nancy Glassman checked up on  the family 
shortly after work was completed. The kids were 
overjoyed that they now could sleep in their new, 
warm, upstairs bedrooms. The mother was in tears 
because the home was finally comfortable. This was 
their first night that they didn’t need to wear sweat-
ers and hats to bed at night. This was the first night 
they did not have to pile quilt upon blanket in bed. 

There is still much work to be done at this single 
mother’s home— and she’s not alone. Maine has one 
of the oldest housing stocks in the nation. Many of 
these homes lack adequate insulation, wasting pre-
cious fossil fuels and money.

Local Heroes: Helping One Family Stay Warm
Penobscot Home Performance and Green Sneakers team up to weatherize a Bucksport home

The Penobscot Home Performance team  after a rewarding day. Left to right are: Matt Damon, Dan Landry, 
and Chris Jerome.

Green Sneakers would like to thank donor Fred Padula, 
whose generous support helps make projects like this 
possible.

By Matt Damon
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The big birthday celebration is just a year away!  
The Wilderness Act will turn 50 on September 
3, 2014, and celebrations around the country 

will mark this major American cultural and environ-
mental achievement. Plans are underway to make 
2014 Maine’s year to “Celebrate the Wild”.

Sierra Club, other wilderness groups, and fed-
eral wilderness managing agencies are organizing 
for the 50th anniversary. In Maine a steering com-
mittee of federal agency wilderness managers and 
wilderness advocates are coming together to coor-
dinate a Maine version of this national celebration. 
The Maine Chapter of the Sierra Club is taking the 
lead in this process. Our goal is to assist the public 
in becoming more knowledgeable about the concept 
and benefits of wilderness and wild places.

Signed into law in 1964, the Wilderness Act estab-
lished our National Wilderness Preservation System. 
The initial 9.1 million acres set aside in 1964 have 
now grown to over 100 million acres nationwide. 
Wilderness designation is the strongest protection 
from development that our laws offer for federal 
public lands. 

Sierra Club has played a major role in the wil-
derness effort from the start.  Not only did the Club 
work hard on getting the original 1964 bill passed, 
but volunteers in the Sierra Club along with dedicat-
ed Club staff have convinced Congress to add many 
million acres of Federal lands to the national system.  
At present, Maine has three wilderness areas—the 
Caribou-Speckled Mountain Wilderness in the White 
Mountains National Forest near Bethel and two wil-

Celebrating the Wild  

derness areas in Moosehorn National Wildlife Ref-
uge near Calais.  Designated Wilderness areas in-
clude wild places in national parks, national forests, 
wildlife refuges, and Bureau of Land Management 
lands. But in addition to this “big W” wilderness, 
there are many places in Maine that are managed 
for their “wild” character—the Allagash Wilderness 
Waterway, Baxter State Park, Isle au Haut in Acadia 
National Park, and some of the ecological reserves 

on state lands as well. 
During 2014, we hope to have  

local anniversary celebrations in 
communities and wild places 
throughout Maine.  We are hop-
ing to sponsor events such as 
concerts, lectures, art shows and 
certainly outings—walks in the 
local parks as well as hikes and 
trips in Baxter, the 100-mile Wil-
derness and on the Allagash.

We’ll keep you posted in 
the Chapter newsletter and on 
the Chapter website as plans 
for 2014 develop. To make it 
all happen, we need lots of vol-
unteers to help. So, if you care 
about wild places, you can be 
part of the action!  We hope to 
plan events all over the state so 
volunteers from across Maine 
will make a big difference.  Let 
us know your ideas about ways 

we can promote and publicize wilderness during 
2014.  Please contact Ken Cline at 207-288-3381 or 
ksc@coa.edu to get involved.

To learn more about the Wilderness Act 
and the national 50th anniversary celebra-
tion check out www.wilderness.net/50th.  Or 
on facebook at http://www.facebook.com/
50thAnniversaryOfTheWildernessAct.

America’s Landmark Wilderness Act turns 50 in 2014

Sierrans Rally for Action on Climate Change

Hundreds of Mid Coast residents have 
attended Searsport Planning Board 

hearings on DCP’s (Duke ConocoPhillps) 
proposed Liquefied Propane Gas (LPG) tank in 
the past year. The final hearing held on February 
25 was expressly intended for public comment. 
However, it was abruptly shut off at 9:30 pm, 
leaving the remaining 20 people waiting to speak 
somewhat aghast. The Planning Board will issue 
its decision in early April. Thanks but no Tank 
attorney, Steve Hinchman, tirelessly questioned 
the DCP Searsport developers who didn’t always 
have answers to the design or safety questions. 
In addition, last-minute design materials were 
presented  which were not previously available 
to the public for scrutiny.

Richard Clarke of Good Harbor, security 
advisor to three U.S. Presidents, recommended 
a denial of the permit due to the small site, and 
proximity to residential and business properties.  
Unfortunately, bad weather twice prevented 
Clarke from testifying at an earlier date before 
the Planning Board. Therefore the report from 
Good Harbor may have less impact but is no less 
firm in its recommendation to deny the permit. 

In a related matter, it remains for the public 
to express their concerns to the Army Corps of 
Engineers regarding its proposed dredging of 
Searsport Harbor and subsequent dumping 
of more than 900,000 cubic yards of spoils in 
Penobscot Bay- our world class lobstering fishing 
grounds. The dredging would be needed in order 
to make the harbor deep enough for supertankers 
carrying LPG to enter.

Please consider attending a public hearing and 
writing a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers 
to request a public hearing and comment period 
(dates will be announced).

-By Becky Bartovics

Final Public Hearing held in 
Searsport February 2�

Recommendation made to deny LPG permit

Mainers assembling in Washington D.C. on February 17.  Over 300 concerned Mainers made the Sierra Club 
Maine-sponsored trip to take part in the Forward with Climate rally.

More than 300 travel to Washington D.C. to join the Forward on Climate rally.

On Sunday, February 17, some 50,000 people came together in Washington D.C. to urge President 
Obama to move forward with action on climate change. Included in the large crowd were 260 Main-

ers who made the long bus trip to D.C. in four buses chartered by Sierra Club Maine. Our thanks goes 
to all those committed folks (including a full bus of Maine college students) who slept in a bus for two 
consecutive nights to attend this historic event.

Featured speakers at the rally included pioneering environmental writer and 350.org founder Bill McK-
ibben, Rhode Island Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, and Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune, who 
gave an inspiring closing speech.

After the rally, participants marched to the White House gate. There they sent a loud message to the 
President—reject the proposed Keystone XL and Northeast tar sands pipelines and make action on climate 
change a top priority.

Many thanks to Adam Lee of Lee Auto Malls, 350 Maine, ReVision Energy, and the many individuals 
whose donations made this trip possible. You can get a sense of the energy and fun from the rally, by view-
ing photos posted by our bus riders at our  http://action.sierraclub.org/site/R?i=ntEECTexWJ6mqhi7mFa
Qgg ]Facebook page.
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Support Sierra Club Maine through payroll deduction

MaineShare gives you an easy way to support more than 30 
organizations working to make Maine a better place to live.

Enroll your workplace for the current campaign online at 
www.maineshare.org or contact us directly.

P.O. Box 209�, Augusta, ME 04338
Telephone: 207-622-10�0

Email: giving@maineshare.org

Linda Murray moved from Cincinnati to South 
Bristol, Maine in August, 2011 to help her 
mother resettle in a retirement home. She 

soon contacted the Sierra Club Maine office and 
started getting involved. She now helps lead the 
outings team and, this winter, she was elected to the 
Chapter’s executive committee. We talked to Linda 
recently about her interests and her goals as a new 
chapter volunteer leader.

Tell us a little about your professional work.
I am  currently a Montessori teacher at the primary 
school level. In Cincinnati I taught nursing 
microbiology and assorted environmental courses 
at Miami University. Prior to that I did basic 
biochemical research. 

How did you first get involved with the Maine 
Chapter?
I contacted the Sierra Club Maine shortly after 
arriving here looking to do some outings. I learned 
about the movie series here and thought that might 
be something I could get involved with. I went to 
the annual dinner and met a few Chapter leaders, 
Bill Briggs and Becky Bartovics. This past summer 
I received info about going to Burlington to march 
against tar sands oil and happened to sit beside 
Becky. Next thing I knew I was invited to be on 
executive committee. 

Were you involved in the Sierra Club before you 
moved here?
I was an outings leader for flat water kayaking, 
hiking and level one camping.

What environmental problems most interest and 
motivate you? 
Oh my gosh! What am I not passionate about! I guess 
it all started back in high school with an interest in 
Zero Population Growth. If you think about it, if we 
had heeded the call back then and did something 
to stop population growth the rest of the problems  
would not be as severe! But right now my strongest 
interest would be climate change and stopping the 
raping and destruction of our natural lands.

You are involved in reviving the Chapter’s outings 
program with Bill; Briggs. What outdoor activities 
do you most enjoy? Any outdoor experiences you 
would like to share?
I love to camp! And along with that would be hiking 
and paddling. I really enjoy packing my kayak with 
my tent and other supplies and paddling off to an 

island. A few years back I visited Maine and paddled 
to an island which is part of the Maine Island Trail. I 
loved the description of the island in the guide—“Not 
much to see but some grass and one tree.” We abided 
by the “leave no trace” regulations and camped on 
the rocks above the edge of the water. I enjoyed the 
sunset from the highest rock on the island, awoke to 
a full moon in the middle of the night with the high 
tide just a foot away from my tent, and watched the 
sunrise from the same highest  rock as the sunset. It 
was peaceful and fabulous.

What are your hopes and goals for the outings 
program?
I would like to see more people participating and a 
more regular schedule of outings. Bill Briggs and I 
are planning to offer one or two hikes each month 
and would like to get more outings leaders trained 
and offering a larger variety of outings, such as bike 
trips.  We would also like to offer service projects. 
I would like to get some camping outings in the 
summer and fall. 

I feel outings are so important to remind people 
of the beauty that exists in the natural world and of 
the reasons it all needs to be protected.

 
As a new executive committee member you’ve 

expressed an interest in building membership. 
Why is increasing membership so important? 
It’s important because there is a great deal of 
environmental awareness work to be done and 
growing our membership gives us more resources 
and a stronger voice to keep that work going. 

The “how” involves simple conversations with 
people. A perfect example, I was waiting for my 
pizza at the local cafe and began chatting with a lady 
about the weather. The subject of climate change 
came up. I somehow mentioned I was an outings 
leader with Sierra Club and she gave me her number 
saying she wants to join. It just takes simple, open, 
honest, enthusiastic conversation.

And I would like to find a way to get us back 
onto college campuses and inspire college students 
to join. I am hoping, maybe, the 20th anniversary 
or Celebrate the Wild celebrations might capture 
their interest. I first heard about Sierra Club while 
I was in college at UConn. My very first outing 
was a spulunking expedition through the storm 
water drainage system that runs under the campus. 
That was cool!

Volunteer Profile

Chapter leader Linda Murray: 
Helping to revive the outings program and build membership

Please consider joining Linda and the 
dozens of other volunteers who are 
working to support the important work 
of Sierra Club Maine. 

Pubic Forum Discusses Future 
of Passenger Rail

A public forum on Port-
land-Auburn passenger 
rail service was sched-
uled to take place at the 
University of Southern 
Maine in Portland on 
March 15. 

This forum was orig-
inally scheduled as a 

Smart Growth Mobility Forum at the University of 
New England on February 25. That event had to be 
canceled because of weather.

Featured speakers at the March 15 forum includ-
ed Lee Sobel, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Sustainability: Christopher Coes, managing 
director for LOCUS, a network of real estate devel-
opers and investors affiliated with Smart Growth 
America; Tony Donovan, president of the Maine Rail 
Transit Coalition; and a representative of Bombar-
dier, one of the world’s largest passenger manufac-
turers located in Canada.

Scheduled topics included: 
• Innovated financing tools for passenger rail ser-
vice
• Smart growth and transit oriented design
• Findings and recommendations of a new study by 
the National Realtors regarding Portland-Auburn 
train connections.

Following the panel presentations audience mem-
bers were able to ask questions of the panelists.

The forum was co-sponsored by the Maine Rail 
Transit Coalition, Maine Commercial Association of 
Realtors, and Sierra Club Maine.

Join in on Our Yearlong 20th 
Anniversary Celebration

Over 20 Sierra Club outings and special 
events for 2013. Check our maine.sierraclub.
org website throughout the year for the latest 
information on upcoming events.



                   Spring 2013   7   

MAINE SIERRAN is published twice per year (March and 
September) by the Maine Chapter of the Sierra Club. Articles may be 
reprinted with credit to  MAINE SIERRAN. We welcome your input. 
Please email Jim Frick at jim.frick@umit.maine.edu if you have 
suggestions or comments or if you are interested in contributing 
articles or photographs.

Statement of Purpose of the Sierra Club
“To explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the Earth; to 
practice and  promote the responsible use of the Earth’s ecosystems 
and resources; to  educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore 
the quality of the natural and human environment; and to use all 
lawful means to carry out these objectives.”

Special thanks to retiring executive committee members 
Bill Briggs and Bob Wuerthner!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Becky Bartovics    North Haven
Ruth Bettinger    Sanford
Jim Frick    Orono
Claudia King    Falmouth
David Mokler    Biddeford
Linda Murray    South Bristol
Bill Pearce    Rockland
Joan Saxe    Freeport

CHAPTER DIRECTOR
Glen Brand    glen.brand@sierraclub.org
PARTNERS FOR CLEAN ENERGY
Joan Saxe    joansaxe@gmail.com
MAINE WOODS CAMPAIGN
Karen Woodsum   karen.woodsum@sierraclub.org
Heather Rorer    heather.rorer@sierraclub.org
NEWSLETTER
Jim Frick    jim.frick@umit.maine.edu
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Molly Quaid    maine.chapter@sierraclub.org

Maine Chapter of the Sierra Club 

44 Oak Street, Suite 301 • Portland, ME 04101
Telephone: 207-761-5616  FAX: 207-773-6690

web: maine.sierraclub.org
email: maine.chapter@sierraclub.org  

Upcoming Events

Being a Sierra Club volunteer is fun and rewarding! Just 
contact Molly at  maine.chapter@sierraclub.org 

Be Sure to Visit us on Facebook 

A great way to keep up with Maine 
environmental issues and 

Sierra Club activities.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/sierra-club-maine-chapter/
181279771922933

Friday, April 12th 6:30 p.m.
Tortilla Flat on Forest Ave in Portland
Book: Hope, Human & Wild (1st half of book) by Bill McKibben

Friday, May 10th 6:30 p.m.
Corsican Restaurant in Freeport
Book: Hope, Human & Wild (2nd half of book) by Bill McKibben

Friday, June 14th  6:30 p.m.
Thai Gardens in Freeport
Book: Maine Woods by Henry David Thoreau 

It’s necessary to read the entire selection to take part. Read what you can and we’ll 
discuss what we’ve read.

Friday, March 22 —6:30 p.m
Kennebunk UU Church, 114 Main Street, Kennebunk 
“InterRelated”  One artist’s response to Rachel Carson featuring artist Kate 
Cheney Chappell We won’t show a movie, but Kate has a short dvd and will 
show and discuss her art work that was inspired by Rachel Carson.  

Friday,  April 26—6:30 p.m.
Kennebunk UU Church, 114 Main Street, Kennebunk 
“A Thirsty World”
The documentary “A Thirsty World” combines French photographer Yann 
Arthus-Bertrand’s aerial photography with down-to-earth messages, a mé-
lange that calls attention to problems of water security on a global scale. Fol-
lowing the film College of the Atlantic professor and long time Sierra Club 
activist Ken Cline will provide post-film commentary..  

March 30
Walk around Cliff Island in Casco Bay
For more information contact wdbriggs@myfairpoint.net

April 20
Hike up Peaked Mountain, North Conway, New Hampshire.
For more information contact wdbriggs@myfairpoint.net

May 2� 
Birding and Hiking on Monhegan Island
For more information contact wdbriggs@myfairpoint.net

June 8
Birding, hiking, and trail work on Sears Island
For more information contact wdbriggs@myfairpoint.net

June 19-22
In honor of the Maine Chapter of Sierra Club’s 20th anniversary, we are 
planning a service project in Acadia National Park. We will be camping in 
the park and performing various service activities as needed by the park 
(pruning brush along trails, beach clean up, etc.). As a special celebration, 
on June 21, the Summer Solstice, we will climb Cadillac Mountain and 
watch the sun set on the longest day of the year! There will be opportuni-
ties for hiking the many trails in the park and lounging at beautiful Sand 
Beach. There is also the option to stay one extra night (overnight on June 
22 to June 23) for additional hiking pleasure. Space is limited to 12 people. 
Contact Linda Murray at loonsong207@gmail.com for additional informa-
tion or to sign up.

Outings

Kennebunk Movie Series

Portland Area Book Discussions

Sunday, March 17
Ellsworth
Book: Words from the Land, Edited by Stephen Trimble

Sunday, April 21
Ellsworth
Book: Daniel Goleman’s Ecological Intelligence

The Downeast Book meets one Sunday afternoon per month Please contact 
Deb Loftus at 288-8111 (email: loftusdw@roadrunner.com).

Downeast Book Club

To keep updated on Sierra Club Maine Activities and Events 
visit maine.sierraclub.org
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Celebrating a Successful 2012 for Sierra Club Maine
100 members,  friends, and guests gather at The Inn at Brunswick Station on November 16. 

November 16 marked another joyful and 
engaging annual celebration for Sierra 
Club Maine. This year the event was 
held at a new venue, the Inn at Bruns-

wick Station.
Folks began arriving at 5:30 p.m. for a cocktail/

hors deuvres reception and to view the many and 
varied silent auction items up for bid. At 6:30 p.m. 
attendees were treated to a fine Inn at Brunswick 
Station dinner. As dinner was being served, Chapter 
director Glen Brand welcomed everyone and pre-
sented a brief review of the year’s highlights. 

Indeed, the most significant highlight of 2012 was 
the hiring of Glen as the Chapter’s first ever director. 
Finally getting a full-time director has raised the vis-
ibility of Sierra Club Maine statewide, and provided 
a new level of energy and leadership for the impor-
tant environmental issues the Chapter is address-
ing. Among the many issues that Glen noted are the 
prevention a tar sands pipeline and an east/west 
industrial highway across the state. He also cited the  
continued success of the Green Sneakers program, 
promoting energy efficiency and the Chapter’s ef-
forts to clean up the Schiller Coal Plant.

Next Chapter Co-Chair Becky Bartovics presented 
the Chapter’s annual awards for outstanding com-
mitment to the environment. Receiving the Business 
Leader of the Year Award was Christopher Sauer of 
Ocean Renewable Power Company, for its innova-
tions in tidal power generation. The award for grass-
roots leadership went to Alison Smith of Maine Citi-
zens for Clean Elections. Bill Nemitz of the Portland 
Press Herald was honored for excellence in environ-
mental reporting. And two dedicated Sierra Club 
Maine volunteers were recognized for their commit-
ment and hard work. Paul Weiss received the Vol-
unteer of the Year Award for his  leadership  on the 
Chapter’s transportation team. And Bill Briggs was 
presented with the Outstanding Volunteer Award 
for his long service as executive committee secretary 
and his leadership in reviving the Chapter’s outings 
program.

As attendees enjoyed desert and coffee, the fea-
tured speaker, Sierra Club Mission Outdoors Di-
rector Stacy Bare gave a captivating presentation. 
Stacy, a decorated Iraq War veteran, reflected on his 
military experience, his battle against addiction and 
post-traumatic stress disorder following the war, his 
efforts to introduce fellow veterans to the healing 
powers of nature, and his goals and dreams for the 
Mission Outdoors program.

Many thanks to the evenings sponsors, Lamey-
Wellehan, Nebo Lodge, Kaplan Thompson, and Re-
Vision Energy, as well as to the many silent auction 
and raffle donors (listed below).

Thanks also to Chapter staff member Heather Ro-
rer and the numerous volunteers who helped with 
the event. And very special appreciation to Ruth 
Bettinger, whose leadership and organizational 
skills made the evening a  great success.

Paul Mayewski
Siri Beckman
Norm Rosenbaum
Berlin City Toyota- Westbrook
Patagonia
David Mokler
Treasures at Country Place
Kevin Waters/Penobscot Island Air
Becky Bartovics
Inn at Brunswick Station
Bill Briggs
Freeport Wild Bird Supply

Jim Frick
Eastern Mountain Sports
Savory Maine
Migis Lodge
Cranberry Island Kitchen
Deb Robbins/ Dr. Dandelion
Eric Stirling/West Branch Pond Camps
Amtrak / Downeaster
Ramblers Way Farm
Unorthodox Crafts
Bathing in Thyme
Zulu Nyala Group

Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens
Scott Fuller
Bob Lown
Jean O’Brien
Claudia King
Barbara DiBiase
Maine Photography
Brian Boru
Galeyrie Maps & Framing
 Raffle donors:
Masey Kaplan/Close Buy 
Wolfpine Farm
Becky Bartovics 

Thank You Silent Auction and Raffle Donors!

Chapter honoree Christopher Sauer 
of Ocean Renewable Power Com-
pany in Portland.

Sierra Club Maine treasurer David Mokler with with fellow 
executive committee member Ruth Bettinger who organized 
the 2012 annual dinner.

Volunteer of the Year Award recipient Paul 
Weiss his wife,  Lucia Reardon.  Paul is a 
leader on the Chapter’s transportation team. 

Becky Bartovics (right) presents the Leadership for a 
Grassroots Organization Award to Alison Smith of 
Maine Citizens for Clean Energy.

Bill Nemitz (left), honoree for excellence in environ-
mental reporting talks with former Maine Conserva-
tion Commissioner Pat McGowan.

Retiring executive committee secretary and outings 
leader Bill Briggs with wife, Martha. Bill received the 
Outstanding Volunteer Award.


