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We Can’t Leave the Maine Woods Unprotected!
An urgent call to action for all Sierra Club members—tell your legislators:

A poll conducted in March by Portland-based Critical Insights shows that Maine voters over-
whelmingly oppose specific environmental rollback proposals now before the Maine Legisla-
ture, including efforts to weaken shoreland zoning, the bottle bill, and Maine’s energy building 

code. The survey finds that Maine voters place a high priority on protecting our land, water, and air; 
believe our existing environmental laws are working; and do not consider these laws as having a nega-
tive impact on Maine’s economy. 

The survey tested eight factors that might pose a “negative impact” to Maine’s economy; of the 
eight, “Maine’s environmental laws” were seen as having the least impact, behind the cost of health 
care, cost of energy, weak national economy, taxes, condition of Maine’s transportation systems, avail-
ability of trained workers, and Maine’s geographic location. 

The poll shows that 9-in-10 Maine voters believe that protection of the environment should be a 
priority for the Legislature, with 53% deeming it a “high priority.” Asked to choose which statement 
came closest to their view, 63% chose: “Environmental laws and regulations have worked. They protect 
our environment and public health. We can have a clean environment while also achieving a stronger 
economy,” as opposed to 32% that chose: “Environmental laws and regulations have gone too far. 
They are hurting Maine’s economy so we should loosen up.”  Five percent were undecided on this 

Sierra Club Maine calls on our members 
to urge legislators to oppose the effort 
to abolish or weaken the Land Use 
Regulation Commission (LURC)—our 

forest traditions, heritage and economy depend 
on it.

LURC was created in 1971 to serve the interests 
of all Maine people in the preservation of the state’s 
greatest natural heritage, the 10.4 million acres of 
forestlands within the unorganized territories: the 
Maine Woods.  

Some legislators, with the support of the 
LePage Administration, are determined to abolish 
the commission, and the ability of all Maine 
citizens to weigh in on development decisions 
that impact the invaluable natural resources of 
the Maine Woods. They propose instead to move 
all decision-making to the county level and to 
eliminate the public process.

A bill is expected to come up for a floor vote 
in the Legislature soon. Please contact your 
legislators today and let them know that this 
important commission needs to stay.

Continued on page 2

Mainers Overwhelmingly Support Environmental Protection
Nine out of ten citizens surveyed believe the environment is a priority. 

Photograph by Bill Silliker, Jr.

Keep up with Maine Environmental 
Issues and Sierra Club Activities

Including:
• Legislation
• Hearings
• Cool Community updates
• Maine Woods news
• Events and activities

Website
www.maine.sierraclub.org

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/pag-
es/Sierra-Club-Maine-Chap-
ter/181279771922933

Twitter
http://twitter.com/SC_Maine

continued on page 3
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For forty years LURC has provided public 
oversight of the scale and location of development 
in the north woods, and has served as a planning, 
zoning and permitting board for the half of the 
state that has no local government.  This citizen-
based commission has provided a great service 
by guiding development to appropriate locations, 
protecting ecologically important areas, keeping 
“forests as forests,” and safeguarding a wide 
array of world class recreational opportunities. 
The commission has ensured that planned 
development is consistent with the unique 
character of the region.

The rich heritage, forest-based traditions and 
economic opportunities provided by the largest 
intact forest east of the Mississippi are values that 
belong to all Maine people and should be held in 
trust for future generations. The values that Maine 
people placed on the Maine Woods when LURC 
was established in 1971 are the same values we 
still hold today, as proven by the overwhelming 
support the electorate expresses for Land for 
Maine’s Future.

These values include clean water, clean air, 
healthy forests, wildlife habitat, and special wild 
places to “pray and play in.”  As stated in LURC’s 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan: “the value of 
natural resources is generally enhanced when they 
are a part of a large, undisturbed area, especially 
one that encompasses entire watersheds or 
ecosystems” – an unplanned, uncoordinated, and 
disaggregated form of development at the county 
level would only serve to fragment and destroy 
these core values.

By Karen Woodsum
karen.woodsum@sierraclub.org

Maine Woods, continued from page 1

LURC, Plum Creek, and the Courts

The recent Superior Court ruling to send Plum Creek’s development proposal back to the 
Land Use Regulation Commission (LURC) was a victory for those of us who believe that 
the scale and location of this, the largest development proposal in the state’s history, war-

rants  the thorough involvement of Maine citizens. But, sadly, the decision also provides fodder 
for those trying to weaken or even eliminate LURC.

This is unfortunate. Although Sierra Club Maine was extremely disappointed by LURC’s ap-
proval of the Plum Creek Plan, the Chapter understands how critically important that commis-
sion is to the overall protection of the Maine Woods. In making its ruling, the Superior Court 
didn’t comment on the substance of the plan, but expressed problems with LURC’s procedures. 
As a recent Bangor Daily News editorial noted, “Essentially, LURC staffers took Plum Creek’s 
rezoning request and rewrote the proposal so commissioners found it palatable.” No hearings 
were held on the revised plan, so no Maine citizens were able to comment on the changes. 

Since the unveiling of the Plum Creek Plan in 2005, Sierra Club Maine has been steadfast in 
demanding that it be thoroughly vetted by Maine citizens. The Maine Woods is a state treasure, 
and a precedent setting development plan such as this needs to be a complete public process at 
every stage. Unfortunately, this was not the case.

Following the Superior Court decision, Plum Creek, along with Maine Attorney General Wil-
liam Schneider, and the Nature Conservancy,  filed an appeal to the Maine Supreme Judicial 
Court. The appeal is likely to take a year.

Let’s hope that appeal is turned down and that LURC has the opportunity to hear more from 
concerned Maine citizens about what kind of future they want for the Maine Woods. Ultimately, 
we hope that LURC will take another look at the scale and location of the proposed development 
in the Moosehead Lake region. Has the demand for nearly 1,000 homes been demonstrated? Do 
we want to have the kind of scattered development called for in the plan? And do we want to 
compromise such cherished areas at Lily Bay? 

We need a strong Land Use Regulatory Commission. But let’s put them to the test and de-
mand from Plum Creek  a better plan—one that has the chance to be thoroughly vetted by the 
state’s good citizens. Ultimately, it should be Maine people, not an out-of-state corporation, that 
determines the future of this invaluable resource.

By Jim Frick
Editor

Strong Building Code Bill Among Issues in Augusta 
On Monday, May 9 
the joint committee on 
Labor, Commerce, Re-
search and Economic 
Development voted 
unanimously “ought 
to pass” on LD 1253, 
“An Act to Amend 
the Laws Governing 
the Enforcement of 
Statewide Uniform 
Building Codes,” as 
amended.  

Sierra Club Maine, along with other environ-
mental groups, were in favor of the amendments 
and feel this bill will allow for the codes to be-
come the minimum standard by which one can 
effectively measure efficiency, health, and safety 
in our homes and commercial buildings. 

The Chapter, along with the Environmental 
Priorities Coalition (EPC) and others have fought 
hard this session to keep the new codes in tact. We 
testified in opposition, along with Maine Partners 
for Cool Communities leader, Andy Burt, on LD 
43 “An Act to Repeal the Maine Uniform Build-
ing and Energy Code.”  Interestingly,  we were 
on the same side as MEREDA (Maine Real Estate 
Developers Association), whose organizational 
stances don’t always align with that of the Sier-
ra Club.  As of May 11 the committee was split 
on its vote and were waiting for an amendment 
which would likely call for a gradual roll-out of 
codes with money provided for training for en-
forcement. It’s probable that Sierra Club Maine 
would support such an amended bill. But the is-
sue is complicated by the fact that the governor 
has stated  he will veto any legislation which in-

cludes spending. This leads us to believe that the 
amended bill will not pass. 

We are continuing to monitor the bill, and work 
with our members to defeat any effort to repeal 
the building and energy code. 

Work is also going on daily both in commit-
tee and with individual legislators to defeat an-
other “bad”  building and energy code bill, LD 
1416 “An Act To Provide Options to Municipali-
ties Concerning the Maine Uniform Building and 
Energy Code.” This would allow towns to “opt 
in” in regard to using the code under certain cir-
cumstances, which would essentially defeat the 
purpose of creating a building standard which is 
the same for all parts of the state.  Independence 
and local control are important aspects of Maine’s 
economy and culture which some opponents of 
the bill say will be restricted under the new 
codes.  The Sierra Club believes that the codes 
will bring a badly needed standardization to the 
building industry—the energy efficiency require-
ments are ones being adopted at the federal and 
state level for economic reasons.  On this issue, 
we’re in alignment with professional building as-
sociations such as MABEP (Maine Association of 
Building Efficiency Professionals) and are grate-
ful for the work they have been doing to educate 
legislators on the benefits of the new code. Keep 
an eye on your email box for timely updates on 
the building codes legislation.

For more information on the status of any 
legislation click on:  www.mainelegislature.org, 
or contact Barbara DiBiase, at mainesierraclub@
gmail.com or telephone (207) 761-5616.  

We are looking for members to join the Maine 
Sierra Club Legislative Committee and work with 
us and our elected officials year round on issues 

such as energy, transportation, labor and justice, 
and natural resource protection issues.  Interested 
in joining?  Contact Barbara to hear more and sign 
up to attend one of our upcoming meetings.

Legislative Update

The Maine Chapter, with your help and after 
coordinated efforts with our partner groups 

,has succeeded in preventing a large-scale roll-
back of Maine’s environmental protections.

The ominous LePage Administration anti-
regulation bill- LD 1 – their litany of proposed 
rollbacks, was assigned to and worked by the 
Regulatory Fairness and Reform Committee. 
After dispensing  many of the most conten-
tious proposals to other committees, the RFRC 
thoughtfully worked on the remaining segments 
and passed LD1 out of committee with no envi-
ronmental regulatory rollbacks and without abol-
ishing the citizen-based Bureau of Environmental 
Protection.

Two of Sierra Club Maine’s priority resource 
protection issues that were referred to the En-
vironment and Natural Resources Committee 
(ENRC) – efforts to weaken or repeal  Significant 
Wildlife Habitat (vernal pools) protections and to 
dismantle shoreland Zoning regulations were de-
feated by the committee after huge citizen turn-
outs and compelling testimony by Maine Sierrans 
and others.  The same committee defeated the 
bills to weaken or repeal Maine’s bottle bill.  We 
urge you to take the time to e-mail your thanks to 
the committee members (especially Senate Chair 
Tom Saviello and House Chair Hamper) for their 
actions on behalf of Maine’s natural resources.

Some other victories
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The Obama administration recently an-
nounced a new proposal to secure 
clean water and protect American’s 
drinking water sources. The guid-

ance on the scope of Clean Water Act protec-
tions comes after years of confusion stemming 
from misguided policies initiated by the previ-
ous administration that put millions of acres of 
wetlands and a majority of the nation’s stream 
miles at risk of pollution and destruction. 

Flawed interpretations of Supreme 
Court decisions resulted in 2003 and 2008 poli-
cies denying Clean Water Act protections for in-
termittent and seasonal streams and wetlands. 
These policies required federal agencies to exam-
ine each stretch of a headwater stream individu-
ally, and prove that each one in isolation affects 
the health of downstream rivers, lakes and coastal 
waters. They ignore language in a Supreme Court 
decision by Justice Kennedy and the reality that 
the small streams and wetlands within a water-
shed collectively determine the health of down-
stream navigable waters. As a result, since 2003, 
federal policy has not clearly protected these 
waters, and some have been polluted with oil 
spills and waste discharges, while others have 
been filled in to allow for new development.

Sierra Club Executive Director Michael Brune 
stated that the new proposed clean water protec-
tion policy will go a long way to helping make 
clean water a reality for families across the coun-
try. He noted that the move to clarify protections 
for small streams and wetlands will be espe-
cially beneficial, as these important waters pro-
vide drinking water to 117 million Americans.

“Clarifying the scope of the Clean Water Act 
to ensure protections for the nation’s waters has 

been a Sierra Club priority for almost a decade,“ 
Brune said. “After years of losing waters be-
cause of policies favoring polluters and develop-
ers, we’re pleased to see that many of the small 
streams and wetlands that provide drinking wa-
ter, flood control, filtration, and habitat for fish 
and wildlife will again enjoy clear protections.”

He added that the new guidelines would 
conform federal policy to scientific reality: not-
ing that it’s impossible to safeguard rivers 
and lakes downstream without protecting 

the small, headwater streams that feed them.
“This policy will help ensure that everyone can 

enjoy clean water,” Brune added. “We look forward 
to working with the administration on a rulemak-
ing to help strengthen and solidify this policy. Ul-
timately however, Congress needs to restore the 
scope of the Clean Water Act as it existed before the 
court decisions to ensure the historically broad pro-
tections of our waters. Until Congress acts, some 
waters that provide important benefits to people 
and wildlife are likely to remain unprotected.”

New Proposals Geared to Protecting Clean Water
Obama Administration corrects misguided policies of the past

Sierra Club Photo

question.
The poll shows strong support – more than 80 

percent “net approval” – for the Land for Maine’s 
Future program, increased public investments 
in energy efficiency, efforts to reduce Maine’s 
dependence on fossil fuels, and phasing out the 
chemical bisphenol-A (BPA).  Each of these four 
measures is now before the Legislature.  The sur-
vey also showed that 80% of Maine voters sup-
port Maine’s uniform building and energy codes, 
with support above 60% in every demographic 
subgroup:  male and female; Democrats, Inde-
pendents, and Republicans; all age groups and 
income levels; and all parts of Maine. 

An impressive 7-in-10 respondents expressed 
opposition to the idea of repealing Maine’s bottle 
bill or weakening shoreland zoning.  Ninety per-
cent of respondents indicated that it is important 
for Maine to identify the most dangerous chemi-
cals used in consumer products, and to require 
manufacturers to replace them with safer and af-
fordable alternatives.

Asked how concerned they would be if they 
learned that their elected representative voted to 
weaken Maine’s environmental laws, a full 50% of 
Maine voters indicated that they would be “very 
concerned,” compared with only 9% who would 
be “not at all concerned.”  

“The message from this poll is clear:  Mainers 
in every region of the state, young and old, men 
and women, of all income levels and political af-
filiations believe that protection of Maine’s clean 

air, clean water, and natural heritage is a high pri-
ority,” said Lisa Pohlmann, executive director of 
the Natural Resources Council of Maine. “Main-
ers don’t want to wreck our environment based 
on a bogus view that increased pollution and 
more uncontrolled development will be good for 
our economy.”

Becky Bartovics, acting chair of Sierra Club 
Maine agreed. 

“It’s so encouraging to see this strong support    
for environmental protection, especially during 
a time when we see state officials trying to roll 
back decades worth of progress. Let’s hope they 
pay attention to the good sense of Maine people,” 
Bartovics said.  

Critical Insights conducted the poll March 21-
24, with a sample size of 402.  Results in the sur-
vey have an associated margin of error of ±4.1 per-
centage points at the 90% confidence level, or ±4.9 
percentage points at the 95% confidence level.

Survey, continued from page 1

Mark your calendar now!

Sierra Club Maine Annual Dinner
at the Harraseeket Inn, Freeport

November 4, 2011

Victory for Clean Air

In late April the U.S. Court of Appeals rejected 
the National Automobile Dealers Association 

(NADA) and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s 
attempt to overturn California’s authority to im-
plement tailpipe carbon pollution standards for 
new cars —this was the final legal attack on Cali-
fornia’s landmark carbon pollution standards.

A three-judge panel of the Court of Appeals 
ruled in favor of the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA) approval of California clean car 
standards – standards that have been adopted in 
13 more states and the District of Columbia.

In response, Ann Mesnikoff, Director of the Si-
erra Club’s Green Transportation Campaign, is-
sued the following statement:

“The ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals sig-
nals a victory for the millions of Americans who 
want action on global warming and better, more 
fuel efficient cars over the special interests of 
NADA and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce who 
want to hold the nation back.

“Despite those attempts, California continues 
to lead in cleaning up new vehicles and working 
with the EPA and U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion on strong standards for new vehicles through 
2025.  The Sierra Club is currently engaged in a 
campaign to obtain fuel efficiency standards of at 
least 60 miles per gallon by 2025.”

Appeals Court upholds California
standards.
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SMART ENERGY SOLUTIONS

1. Evaluate whether your home is a good 
candidate for the Efficiency Maine incentives 
program, including:
• Size of your home  in square feet
• Gallons of fuel used per year
• The age of your heating system
• The heating fuels you use
• The age of your home
• Years you’ve lived in the house
• Number of years you plan to live in the 
house
• Do you have ice dams?
• Does your home have drafts?
• Do you ever have frozen pipes?
• Amount and kind of insulation in your home
• Your willingness to spend $5,000 plus on 
reducing energy cost by 25% to 50%

�. Schedule a professional audit by an 
Efficiency Maine approved evaluator.
Visit efficiencymaine.com to find an evaluator 
near you. As a first step, you can arrange for a 
Green Sneakers volunteer to do a “walk thru 
evaluation.” 

�. Find out if you qualify for low-income as-
sistance for energy upgrades.
Contact Maine Housing Weatherization and 
Central Heating Improvement Program. For 
eligibility requirements call (207) 624-5703 or 
go to mainehousing.org/PROGRAMSweather-
ization.

apply for PACE loans. (Go to Efficiency Maine’s 
website to determine if your town has passed a 
PACE ordinance, www.efficiencymaine.com/pace)
An audience of more than 40 learned the facts about 
residential energy audits, retrofits, and financing for 
energy projects.  The program was broadcast live to 
area residences. (To view the broadcast visit Eliza-
beth Dickerson’s website www.lizziedickerson.com.) 
Another forum focused on PACE featuring many of 
the same panel members and was broadcast to all 
Maine islands on May 10. Mainland residents also 
can attend the program at the Island Institute, 386 
Main St., Rockland. And Green Sneakers has been 
invited by the Belfast Energy Committee to work 
with them to organize a PACE forum for late June.
 
Future Homeowners Get the Inside (and Outside) 
Facts
Three students from the Watershed School in Rock-
land completed Green Sneakers’ first Future Home-
owners/Community Leaders project. They received 
training in building science and weatherization 

Green Sneakers in Full Swing on the Midcoast

Andy Burt (left), Sierra Club Maine executive committee member, 
and Green Sneakers project coordinator posts a Green Sneakers lawn 
sign at the home of Sierra Club member Beedy Parker (right). It was 
all part of the Earth Week energy savings project in the Midcoast.

Watershed School student participating in Green 
Sneakers’ youth program helps install a blower door 
to test for a home’s air leaks.

The benefits of residential energy retrofits are promoted from Belfast to Rockland.

3 Steps toward energy savings

Energy savings 
were blooming for 
Earth Day in the 
Midcoast! From 
Belfast to Rock-
land colorful Green 

Sneakers signs sprung up on the lawns of about 
two dozen homeowners who agreed to participate 
in the event showcasing recent energy retrofits in 
local neighborhoods. To alert the public about the 
lawn sign campaign, Green Sneakers volunteers dis-
tributed postcards with the lawn sign design (done 
by our own Green Sneakers-Midcoast coordinator 
Nancy Glassman) throughout the community. Re-
gional media carried the story. Three local contrac-
tors accepted the Green Sneakers’ invitation, sent 
to all nearby certified energy contractors, to partici-
pate in the sign campaign. Those contractors iden-
tified more than a dozen homeowners willing to 
put up signs. To keep the publicity campaign going 
beyond its spring launch, Green Sneakers will pro-
vide interested energy contractors with the lawn 
signs to display at homes where they are working 
on retrofits. We have 50 signs and hope to get them 
all out and circulating as this movement grows!

Getting a Taste of Home Energy Upgrades
Green Sneakers organized a very successful house par-
ty at the home of Sierra Club members Jeff and Alison 
Kuller in Camden. Seventeen guests attended to hear 
the Kuller’s story and tour their home that received 
a recent energy savings makeover. Energy contrac-
tor Brian Robinson, of Evergreen Home Performance 
(Sierra Club’s Business Leader of the Year), described 
the process from audit to completed retrofit, show-
ing with his infrared camera some of the spots where 
increased insulation and other retrofit details were 
contributing to the new level of comfort and energy 
savings experienced by the homeowners. Jeff and Al-
ison added their own commentary to the tour. Guests 
left with lots of questions answered and information 
to ponder about doing a retrofit in their own homes. 

Believing that house parties are an effective way 
to engage others who may be thinking about tak-
ing the next step towards energy efficiency, Green 
Sneakers has more parties planned and would be 
glad to help any other homeowners eager to share 
their story host a party in the midcoast area. Green 
Sneakers organizes the informal event, providing in-
vitations and food. To learn more, call Green Sneak-
ers-Midcoast coordinator Nancy Glassman at (207) 
322-9147 or email greensneakersmc@gmail.com. 

Keeping PACE with Home Energy Savings
PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy), Efficien-
cy Maine’s new low-interest loan program for en-
ergy upgrades, was the focus of two community 
forums organized this spring by Green Sneakers in 
collaboration with the Island Institute, the Rock-
land Energy Advisory Committee, and Efficiency 
Maine. Rockland City Councilor and Energy Advi-
sory Committee chair Larry Pritchett moderated the 
March 30 panel, which included Efficiency Maine 
Residential Energy specialist Dana Fischer, local en-
ergy contractor Richard Burbank, founder of Home 
Energy Performance, and Nancy Glassman. Vinal-
haven town manager Marjorie Stratton and Rock-
land City Councilor Elizabeth Dickerson shared 
their community’s experiences adopting the PACE 
ordinance so that their resident homeowners could 

from Richard Burbank, of Evergreen 
Home Performance, followed by 
Nancy Glassman’s introduction to 
an online energy tracking program, 
MyEnergyPlan.  The three students 
job-shadowed Brian Robinson, of 
Evergreen Home Performance, on 
a home energy  audit, a home visit 
and walk-through and then, using 
their new information and skills, 
performed a walk-through with 
their own families in their homes. 

Green Sneakers is offer-
ing five paid internships made 
possible by the Department of 
Environmental Protection (100 hours 
x $10/hour total) for high school or 
college-age young adults to organize 
their peers around energy educa-
tion and action in the midcoast. This 
could be a part-time summer job or a 
project for next fall! Interested young 
people should contact the Green 
Sneakers program at (207) 322-9147 
or greensneakersmc@gmail.com. 

Green Sneakers-Midcoast has heard from several 
communities interested in adopting our programs and 
activities in their neighborhoods and schools. Fund-
ing proposals have been submitted to underwrite ex-
pansion of the Green Sneakers Project to other regions 
of the state. If your community would like to explore 
starting a Green Sneakers program, please contact 
Maine Partners for Cool Communities through the 
Sierra Club-Maine Chapter office at (207) 761-5616.  
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After reading about the Transition Town 
movement a few years ago, Richard Hol-
linger was inspired to see if he could gen-

erate interest in the idea in his own town of Orono.
The Transition Towns concept originated in 

Ireland a number of years ago. It was spurred 
when a teacher, Rob Hopkins, and his students 
contemplated that the world was just not pre-
paring for a future without cheap oil. Rather 
than look at it as a gloomy prospect, the group 
emerged with the idea that less oil could ac-
tually be preferable to what we have now.

The essence of the Transition Town movement, 
which now includes hundreds of communities 
worldwide, is building resilience at the local 
level—to make communities sustainable through 
local food production, energy efficiency and 
green energy alternatives, transportation, etc.

In Orono, Hollinger spread the word about 
the idea and was encouraged when his first 
meeting, which included a film on Transition 
Towns, drew 35 residents. That was little more 
than a year ago. Since that time, the group, 
now known as Sustainable Orono, has elected a 
board, formed working committees on food and 
energy issues, established group membership 
with dues, and sponsored a series of activities.

One important activity was conducting a 
survey of Orono residents regarding energy 
use. To kick off the door-to-door canvass-
ing, Sustainable Orono volunteers hooked 

up with Maine Partners for Cool Commu-
nities in a Green Sneakers Day in the town. 

Hollinger  says the survey has yielded good infor-
mation although he cautions that results might be 
skewed because the people participating are prob-
ably the most concerned about smart energy use.

“It was pretty interesting to find that recycling 
and composting were the issues that people were 
most concerned with,” he notes. “Over 95 percent 
indicated they would use a comprehensive recy-
cling depot if it were available. And people were 
very interested in composting and gardening.”

Hollinger says that most of his experience in-
dicates that the cost of energy and weatheriza-
tion is the primary concern of most residents. 

He thinks the cost of weatherizing homes 
is a stumbling block for many homeowners. 

“With that in mind, one thing we’ve 
been talking about here is creating a 
kind of barn raising model for getting 
houses weatherized—where we would 
actually acquire blowers and other 
equipment and get community mem-
bers to work together to make homes 
more energy efficient,” Hollinger says.

Such thinking is very much in line 
with the Transition Towns concept.

In terms of local food production, Sus-
tainable Orono has sponsored a series 
of well-attended gardening workshops. 
The group is also talking with the Orono 
town council to see about utilizing avail-
able spaces for community gardens.

One other concrete action the group 
has undertaken is sponsoring an essay 
contest for Orono High School students. 

“We asked them to think about what 
we could do if Orono’s oil supply was 
cut in half,” he explains. “Hopefully, 
these young minds will think out-
side the box and maybe come up with 
ideas that we haven’t thought of.”

Although it sounds as though Sus-
tainable Orono has accomplished quite 
a bit in its short existence, Hollinger says 
it has been a slow process to get things 
moving forward. He says there has been 
a lot of talking and education, which 
is important, but he’d like to see the 
group move ahead with concrete plans.

“To be honest, right now we aren’t even at 
the stage of knowing what we need,” he says. 
“We’re just starting to work on that. We have a 
research project that some UMaine sustainable 
agriculture students are working on—a plan 
for how we could produce food for the Orono 
community—what would it take for this town 
to be self-sufficient in terms of food. We’ll try to 
get the same thing going in terms of energy. ”

Sustainable Orono is encouraged by the fact 
that several other Maine communities have vol-
unteers working on becoming Transition Towns. 
Those include the Dexter area, Skowhegan, 
Portland, Montville and Washington County. 
Hollinger noted that the Washington County ef-
fort has been particularly successful—including 
the building of more than 40 solar greenhouses.

Striving to
Make Orono 
a Sustainable
Community

Marianne Sarrantonio of the University of Maine’s sustainable 
agriculture program led a Sustainable Orono sponsored work-
shop on soils on April ��.

Sustainable Orono inspired by the 
Transition Town Movement.

Rockland homeowners, Michael and Jody Herbert, are the first in 
the state to benefit from an Efficiency Maine Property Assessed 
Clean Energy (PACE) loan to finance a project that will save them 

$1200 per year in heating costs. The Herberts selected Rockland company, 
Evergreen Home Performance, for an energy audit and contracted with 
them to install insulation and tighten up their drafty 1880’s home.

Even though their small 1400 s.f. house in the South End of Rockland 
has been in the family since the 1930’s, the Herberts had thoughts of mov-
ing.  “Energy prices kept going up.  I could just feel it was getting impos-
sible to live here,” said Michael Herbert.  “We carried in four tons of wood 
pellets to feed the stove in the living room and our brand new propane 
furnace was burning 800 gallons to get us through the winter.”

“It still didn’t make the house warm enough to be comfortable,” Jody 
Herbert said.

Last month, the Herberts found out about the PACE loan available to 
them thanks to the Rockland City Council passing an enabling ordinance 
last October which allowed Efficiency Maine to offer the financing to city 
residents. “We were watching the local cable channel which was broad-
casting the PACE information session going on at Rockland City Hall.  
I called Evergreen the next day and got an energy audit,” said Michael 
Herbert.“We knew we needed to insulate to continue to live here but with 
two daughters in college, we couldn’t do anything until these loans be-
came available.”

Rockland City Councilors Elizabeth Dickerson and Larry Pritchett 
stopped by at Tuesday evening’s loan closing in the South End to mark 
the occasion with the Herberts. 

“When I heard about this program from Efficiency Maine last spring, I 
wanted to make sure that the people I serve had the opportunity to qualify 
for real savings,” said City Counselor, Elizabeth Dickerson. “I am delight-

ed to learn that the very first PACE project in the state will be in Rockland. 
I could not be more pleased to see the city I love leading the way to a 
greener, more energy-efficient future.”

Brian Robinson of Evergreen Home Performance provided the energy 
audit and shepherded the paperwork through the process with Efficiency 
Maine and the bank to qualify the Herberts’ project for the loan. Before 
Evergreen begins the insulation improvements in the attic, basement, and 
sidewalls, Robinson is bringing in Horch Roofing to fix some water leaks 
around the chimney and Michaud Electric to replace unsafe knob and 
tube wiring.

“More often than not, older homes need important prep work to fix 
other problems before energy improvements can be done. The fact that we 
can bring in the services of our partners and bundle costs into the PACE 
loan really makes it easy for our customers,” Robinson said. Frequently, 
Evergreen is solving moisture problems in basements, another improve-
ment which can qualify for PACE financing, when incorporated into an 
energy saving project. Solar projects are done through Revision Energy in 
Liberty.

The Maine PACE Loan program was seeded by $30 million in funds 
provided by an American Recovery Investment Act (ARIA) grant from the 
Deptartment of Energy.  Maine received one of the highest awards in the 
competitive process. New York State Research and Development Author-
ity received $40 million; Maine, Michigan and Los Angeles County, Calif., 
each received $30 million. Twenty-one other awards ranged from $5 mil-
lion to $25 million.  The grant awards were announced last year by Vice 
President Biden in late April to coincide with Earth Day celebrations.

For more information on PACE loans, go to the Efficiency Maine web-
site:  http://www.efficiencymaine.com/pace.

Rockland Home First to Receive PACE Loan
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Kennebunk Environmental Film Series Drawing 
Strong Community Interest

Back in 2005 Sierra Club Maine activist Joan 
Saxe was working on a grassroots effort to 
make Kennebunk a Cool Community. As part 

of the effort to raise awareness and recruit volun-
teers, she organized the showing of some environ-
mental films in the community.

One of the people Joan made contact with in 
Kennebunk was long-time Sierra Club member 
Bob Wuerthner.  Bob offered to help out with the 
showing of that first film, which drew a good num-
ber of people from the community. Encouraged by 
the turnout, and with help from Joan and chapter 
staff members, Bob was soon heading up an ongo-
ing film series at the Kennebunk Unitarian Univer-
salist  Church (the program is co-sponsored by the 
church’s social justice committee).

In the past six years the program has shown 29 
films, including environmental classics such as 
“The End of Suburbia” and “Who Killed the Elec-
tric Car.”According to Bob, attendance for the series 
varies, but showings have generally drawn 30 plus 
community members.

For certain films, however, those numbers in-
crease dramatically. A recent showing of “Butter-
flies” turned out some 100 people.

“That one hit a nerve,” Bob notes. “And it helped 
that we got some good publicity from the Portland 
paper.”

By far the largest turnout was in October 2006 
for the showing of Al Gore’s “Inconvenient Truth.” 
When Bob started putting out the word that he 
was showing the Oscar winning documentary, he 

was approached by 
Kennebunk’s Sus-
tainable Energy Al-
liance. 

“When they 
heard we were 
showing the Gore 
film, they said they 
could get 200 or so 
people to attend, so 
we decided to move 
the showing to the 
town hall,” Bob ex-
plains. “Ultimately, 
380 people turned 
out for that event. It 

was a wonderful suc-
cess and it led to some 

real concrete action, including the formation of a 
town energy committee for Kennebunk.”

As the series developed, enhancements  were 
added. When the doors open at 6:30, there is a pre-
film social time with refreshments, which always in-
clude  Joan Wuerthner’s highly popular brownies.

And following the film, there is generally a speak-
er to address the topic at hand and  answer audience 
questions. For example, longtime Sierra Club activist 
and College of the Atlantic professor, Ken Cline, dis-
cussed legendary Sierra Club director David Brower 
following the showing of “Monumental,” a docu-
mentary on Brower’s extraordinary life and accom-
plishments. And Maine Woods Campaign director 

Karen Woodsum has spoken on several occasions, 
following films related to forests and development.

A key to the success of the Kennebunk series is 
good publicity. Bob handwrites postcard notices to 
regular attendees and the Chapter office sends out 
emails to members. He also credits volunteer Sassy 
Smallman, a former journalism professor, with get-
ting out well-written press releases. Sassy’s husband 
handles all the technical details including the audio 
and the projection.

“We have a large screen and great speakers—it’s 
very professionally done,” Bob says.

Bob, who is now a Chapter executive committee 
member, is committed to keeping the series going, 
although he says it has become a bit harder to keep 
finding top-notch environmental films.

“We’ve gone through most of the Sierra Club 
films,” he explains. “I did recently discover the web-
site to an environmental film series held in Washing-
ton, so that should be a good source for the future.”

Bob says the program will stay the same—three 
showings in the fall and three in the spring. He does 
want to add more natural history subjects, especially 
after the success of the showing of “Butterflies.”

“We need to mix the natural history in with the 
hard-core environmental films,” he says. “I realize 
that there are some folks who come to our natural 
history showings who wouldn’t come to a film like 
“The End of Suburbia.” And hopefully those films 
might spur interest in Sierra Club Maine’s reborn 
outings program.”

Bob Wuerthner

And in Bar Harbor, a Great Sunday Film Series for Summer 2011

Encouraged by last summer’s very suc-
cessful movie showings at Bar Harbor’s 
Reel Pizza, volunteer Deb Loftus has put 
together another excellent series for the 
upcoming summer. All movies are again 
at Reel Pizza, right across from Bar Har-
bor’s Village Green. Starting times are all 
at 2 p.m. and each film will be followed 
by a speaker and discussion.
‘
Here’s the lineup: 

“No individual contributed 
more to the effort to protect 
wilderness in America tha 
David Brower, and no film 
captures the contours and 
passion of that transform-
ing effort better than 
Monumental.”

June 1�
Once David Brower witnessed the beauty of the 
Yosemite Valley, he dedicated himself to preserv-
ing American wilderness for future generations. 

Brower became the first Executive Director of 
the Sierra Club and later founded Friends of the 
Earth.

“Monumental” tells the inspiring and often 
dramatic story of Brower’s unrelenting and hard-
fought campaigns to protect and establish some of 
the nations most treasured national parks.

Following in the footsteps of the great John 
Muir, Brower was absorbed by the spiritual con-

nection between people and wilderness and the 
moral obligation to preserve what is left of the 
worlds natural wonders.

This critically acclaimed film utilizes much of 
Brower’s own footage (among his talents was cin-
ematography).

Information from Bullfrog Films

“We abuse land because we see it as a commod-
ity belonging to us. When we see land as a com-
munity to which we belong, we may begin to use 
it with love and respect.” –Aldo Leopold

July 10
Green Fire explores Aldo Leopold’s personal 
journey of observation and understanding and 
reveals how his ideas resonate today with people 
across the entire American landscape. 

A production of the Aldo Leopold Foundation, 
the US Forest Service, and the Center for Humans 
and Nature, the film shares highlights from Leop-
old’s life and extraordinary career, explaining how 
he shaped conservation in the twentieth century 
and still inspires people today.  Although prob-
ably best known as the author of the conservation 
classic A Sand County Almanac, Leopold is also re-
nowned for his work as an educator, philosopher, 
forester, ecologist, and wilderness advocate.

August 1�
The largest domestic natural gas drilling boom in 
history has swept across the United States. The 
Halliburton-developed drilling technology of 
“fracking” or hydraulic fracturing has unlocked 
a “Saudia Arabia of natural gas” just beneath us. 
But is fracking safe? When filmmaker Josh Fox is 
asked to lease his land for drilling, he embarks 
on a cross-country odyssey uncovering a trail of 
secrets, lies and contamination. A recently drilled 
nearby Pennsylvania town reports that residents 
are able to light their drinking water on fire. This 
is just one of the many absurd and astonishing 
revelations of a new country called GASLAND. 
Part verite travelogue, part expose, part mystery, 
part bluegrass banjo meltdown, part showdown.

-From gaslandthemovie.com

Some Pennsylvania residents are able to light their 
tap water on fire.

“Volcanic…With humor and inquisitiveness, 
Fox has delivered 2010’s most alarming wake-up 
call.”                                                                 -           
                                                       -Hammer To Nail 
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Support Sierra Club Maine through payroll deduction

MaineShare gives you an easy way to support more than �0 
organizations working to make Maine a better place to live.

Enroll your workplace for the current campaign online at 
www.maineshare.org or contact us directly.

P.O. Box �09�, Augusta, ME 0���8
Telephone: �0�-���-10�0

Email: giving@maineshare.org

According to the Maine De-
partment of Transportation 
(DOT) and Northern New 
England Passenger Rail Au-
thority, Mainers desiring ex-

panded rail service should be content to wait for 
“The Plan” that the DOT has been “planning” 
since summer 2009. This follows  an “ought not 
to pass” vote by the Legislature’s transportation 
committee of LD 1330, a bill to expand commut-
er and passenger rail transportation in Maine. 
Sierra Club Maine and Maine Rail Transit Co-
alition supported passage of LD 1330, but now 
we’ll have to wait for “The Plan.” That may be a 
while. According to the website, the last meeting 
of the DOT’s planning committee was in Decem-
ber 2009 and there are no meetings planned at 
this time. 

LD 1330 would direct the Northern New Eng-
land Passenger Rail Authority to establish and 
convene the Maine Commuter and Passenger 
Rail Advisory Task Force to evaluate and pri-
oritize investments in commuter and passenger 
rail service between communities in Maine. The 
object would be to expedite development of effi-
cient commuter rail service in the major economic 
and population centers of the state. Such service 
could reduce costs to the state, its municipalities, 
and its citizens.

The advocacy work for LD 1330 that the Sierra 
Club and others have done has brought to the 
forefront the need to move forward in a more ag-
gressive and timely manner. All with the goal of 
getting Maine commuters on the tracks!   

“The Sierra Club believes that Maine needs a 
new paradigm in transportation planning,” said 
Sierra Club Maine executive committee member 
Joan Saxe at a legislative hearing. “The ‘same old 
same old’ in this economy, with the rising price 
of gas and the threat of climate change, demands 
it.  We also want accountability, transparency, 
and public involvement to be part of the process 
for a comprehensive transportation plan, which 
focuses more on passenger rail and commuter 
rail for the whole state rather than the piecemeal 
process we now have. “  

Saxe referred to the ongoing multiple stud-
ies and plans  that have been  rolled out over the 
past three years, only to have them go back to the 
drawing board for yet another tweak and roll out.
These include the Gorham East West Corridor 
study, the GPCOG PACTS plan, the Mt Davison 
rail improvement, the Portland North alterna-
tive study, Bethel – Lewiston Auburn extension 
study, and the Maine Rail Plan preview.

“ It seems we are spending thousands of dol-
lars on plans that seem quite disconnected, re-
sulting in very little action,” Saxe noted.

In other news, Sierra Club’s Transportation 
Team member, Paul Weiss was appointed to the 
Technical Advisory  Committee (TAC). 

The purpose of the TAC is to:
•To help identify issues and trends that affect 
the quality of life and business conditions in the 
state.
•To help identify rail and connection needs.
•To help identify better ways to collaborate.
•To provide an opportunity for comments on 
statewide and regional rail strategies.
•To help Maine DOT prioritize rail investment 
in Maine.

Weiss has concluded that the Technical Advi-
sory committee was yet another case of “more 
window dressing” for the process.  There has 

been little, if any, follow-up from the original 
meetings; certainly no review of any conclusion 
of MDOT. 

Other bills related to rail transportation the 
Chapter is supporting include LD 1344, An Act 
To Fund Commuter and Passenger Rail Transpor-
tation in Maine and  LD 851 An Act To Authorize 
a General Fund Bond Issue To Invest in Railroads 
To Reduce the Cost of Shipping to Maine Busi-
nesses, Attract Tourists to Maine and Facilitate 
the Development of Commuter Rail Transporta-
tion To Reduce the Use of Oil in Maine.

Other information on transportation planning 
can be seen at Portland Area Comprehensive 
Transit System at the Greater Portland Council of 
Governments  www.pactsplan.org, the Gorham 
East West Corridor plan  http://www.gorham-
corridor.org/ and the Chapter web site www.
maine.sierraclub.org. 

The need for competitive transportation 
options for Maine businesses and 

citizens, along with fluctuating energy costs 
and concern about climate change, require 
economical and environmentally friendly 
transportation modes. As a result, freight and 
passenger rail have become a stronger focus 
for the Maine Department of Transportation 
(MaineDOT) in recent years.

In order to determine where and how to 
best make rail investments over the next ten-
year period, MaineDOT is conducting an in-
depth analysis into the state’s rail system—
its strengths, weaknesses and opportunities.   

For more information:  http://www.
maine.gov/mdot/railplan/about.htm

Where’s the Plan?
With the legislature not acting on rail expansion, it’s now up to the Department of Transportation.  But,

Downeaster to Get Upgrades

Patricia Quinn, executive director of the Northern New England Passenger Railroad Author-
ity, recently announced that $20.8 million from the U.S. Department of Transportation will be 

used   to eliminate a bottleneck in the Massachusetts part of Amtrak’s Downeaster Portland to 
Boston railway. Double track will be  extended between Willmington and Andover, Mass., allow-
ing trains to pass each other. 

Part of the money will also be used to make other improvements, including replacing older 
welded rail.

It’s estimated that the changes could knock 15 minutes off the trip from Portland to Boston, 
according to Wayne Davis, pesident of TrainRiders Northeasrt, a rail advocacy group located in 
Portland. It will bring the Downeaster closer to the goal of making the run in less than two hours. 
It could also set the stage for an additional daily Downeaster run from Portland to Boston. There 
are currently five  round-trips per day. 

The money is part of $2 billion in funds that will be used to make improvements to passenger 
rail in the Northeast. The money became  available when Florida rejected $2.4 billion in funding 
for rail projects in the state. 



8  Maine Sierran                      

Maine Chapter of the Sierra Club
44 Oak Street, Suite 301 • Portland, ME 04101

207-761-5616 * FAX 207-773-6690
web: maine.sierraclub.org  

email: maine.chapter@sierraclub.org

MAINE SIERRAN is published four times per year by the Maine 
Chapter of the Sierra Club. Articles may be reprinted with credit to  
MAINE SIERRAN. We welcome your input. Please email Jim Frick at 
jim.frick@umit.maine.edu if you have suggestions or comments or if 
you are interested in contributing articles or photographs.

Statement of Purpose of the Sierra Club
“To explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the Earth; to 
practice and  promote the responsible use of the Earth’s ecosystems 
and resources; to  educate and enlist humanity to protect and restore 
the quality of the natural and human environment; and to use all 
lawful means to carry out these objectives.”

THANK YOU 
SIERRA CLUB MAINE VOLUNTEERS!

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Becky Bartovics    North Haven
Bill Briggs    Windham  
Andy Burt    Edgecomb
Jim Frick    Orono
David Mokler    Biddeford
Bill Pearce    Rockland
Joan Saxe    Freeport
Brooke Welty    Bar Harbor
Bob Wuerthner    Kennebunk
COOL COMMUNITIES
Joan Saxe    joansaxe@gmail.com        
LEGISLATION
Barbara DiBiase    mainesierraclub@gmail.com
MAINE WOODS CAMPAIGN
Karen Woodsum   karen.woodsum@sierraclub.org
NEWSLETTER
Jim Frick    jim.frick@umit.maine.edu
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
Heather Rorer    heather.rorer@sierraclub.org

Heather Rorer
Pam Blake
Jaremy Lynch
Nate Priest
Leanne Krudner
Becky Bartovics
Frank Robey
Elizabeth Starnegg
Michelle Zelkowitz
Bill Briggs
Jim Frick
Joan Saxe

Jillian Day
Kate Davis 
Jayne Lello
Biz Starnegg
Ken Cline 
Tom Boutureira
Kat Fobear
Deb Loftus
Jim Wellehan
Carmen Lavertu
Richard Hollinger
Andy Burt

Thank you!
The Sierra Club Maine Executive Committee wants to 

extend its sincere thanks to all our generous donors who 
helped make the Chapter’s March Appeal the most successful 
in our history. Those donations will greatly aid our efforts to 
prevent any weakening of Maine’s environmental regulations 
or any attempt to leave the Maine Woods unprotected.

Sierra Club Maine Executive Committee members, left to right Bill Pearce, Bill-
Briggs, Becky Bartovics, Andy Burt, David Mokler, Bob Wuerthner, Joan Saxe, and 
Jim Frick

We Need Your Help!
Volunteer Opportunities at Sierra Club Maine

Sierra Club Maine is all about grassroots efforts. With only 
one part-time employee, the bulk of our important work is 
done by dedicated volunteers. When you’re a Sierra Club 
volunteer you’re helping to keep our chapter strong so it can 
continue to be effective in protecting the Maine environment.

We promise your efforts will be rewarding and that you’ll 
work with some of Maine’s finest people.

We need: 
• Volunteers to help with our annual auction. This includes 
identifying potential auction items and donors, developing 
auction displays, and helping out at the auction in November.

• Leaders to help revive our outings program. We are blessed 
to live in a state with a wealth of natural treasures—here’s an 
opportunity to help fellow outdoor lovers to explore those 
treasures. The training to be an Sierra Club outings leader is 
not difficult and can be done at your convenience, online. 

There are other volunteer opportunities as well. Just call our 
Portland office at:
 207-��1-��1� 
or email heather.rorer@sierraclub.org.


