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I am writing this just after returning from an inspiring
“Get Out the Vote” effort in Philadelphia, put together
by many progressive organizations including Sierra
Club. We all worked together to ensure a huge turnout
of traditional voters. And we got
90 percent turnout in the dis-
tricts we were working in! In
Maryland, we won all of the con-
gressional races where we made
endorsements.

There were a few other rays
of sunshine nationally, in an oth-
erwise dismal November 2
evening. So many of us honestly
thought we were going to win
this election—and now I find myself wondering about
the role of voting machines in Ohio and Florida, where
no paper backups exist to reconstruct a recount. We
must work hard to fix this problem legally, so there can
be no doubt about the accuracy of our elections. This is
a key responsibility for us in Maryland. We must work
to establish a reliable paper trail before 2006.

While the depressing outcome ensures that we
will be fighting an anti-environmental agenda for an-
other four years, there were many positive things about

this election. It brought together progressive organiza-
tions like never before—those concerned with environ-
mental and social issues, labor rights, peace and justice,
all good organizations that sometimes collaborate but

never in so sustained a way. It was wonderful to be in
Pennsylvania working side by side with good folks from
unions throughout the region, organizing materials to
encourage voting. We need to do much more of that
kind of collaboration on issues important to all groups
that share our agenda.

The internet was used for the first time for
fundraising, organizing volunteers, and relaying critical
information. When John Kerry came out of the pri-
mary season and used the internet to raise the same

amount of money in one month that Bush had raised
in one year, I knew we were entering a new period of
political fundraising—one that would empower every-
one and encourage all of us to participate more fully.

Use of the internet has
changed the very nature of elec-
tions. Communications made
possible by this technology en-
ergized voters of all ages and
backgrounds. The turnout went
from 51 percent in 2000 to 55
percent in 2004. Nonpartisan
groups using volunteers regis-
tered more than three million
new voters, far more than any

partisan organization. Participation in the political pro-
cess is very high. All of this speaks positively for the
future. We need to build on this momentum, reaching
out especially to young people, who will inherit what
this administration does, and make the Sierra Club as
powerful an organization as we can. We do this the same
way that Cesar Chavez did it, by “talking to one per-
son, then another person, then another person.” We
must not despair: we must fight for what we believe in.

We Need to Build on This Momentum and Make the
Sierra Club as Powerful an Organization as We Can

A  Special Message from Betsy Johnson, Chair of the Maryland Chapter

(continued on page 2)
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And we need to come to grips
with the fact that we have a far-
right-wing administration and
Congress, determined to funda-
mentally change the way our
country does business on a wide
range of issues. This administra-
tion is supported by people who
think that “moral values” are im-

portant. Unfortunately, the values they have been led
to believe are important are ones that serve to restrict
rather than expand the rights of certain groups of
people—opposition to gay marriage, for example. So
we need to build on this conversation about moral val-
ues, showing people the values of preserving our envi-
ronment, of establishing peace and justice for all, of

(continued from page 1)
closing the gap between rich and poor, and of bringing
fairness to our daily dealings. These are moral values.

As Scott Sanders, noted environmental writer,
puts it: “We need to resist attacks on air, soil, water, and
wild lands. But we also need to change our culture, not
just our leaders and technology. We need to speak out
and act for more conserving, more sustainable, more
peaceful, and more just practices in our homes, our
workplaces, our schools, and our public assemblies. We
must refuse to shut up, refuse to give up, in the face of
corporate consumerism and a mass culture peddling the
narcotics of entertainment. We need to articulate and
demonstrate a more decent and joyous way of life.”

Let’s get started. Peace and love to all of you.  ■

Pictured below and to the right are enthusiastic mem-
bers of the  Maryland chapter who joined folks from
other states in spending most of a Saturday and Sunday
in October going door to door in Philadelphia to edu-
cate  voters about the environmental records of Presi-
dent Bush and Senator John Kerry. We knocked on more
than 8,000 doors, talked to more than 3,000 people,
and distributed an excellent brochure comparing Presi-
dent Bush and Senator Kerry’s ratings on environmen-
tal issues like clean air, clean water, and toxic waste clean
up.  It was a very energizing experience, and our mes-
sage  reached an appreciative audience.

Chapter Members Campaign in Philadelphia

We Need to Build on This Momentum
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by Jon Robinson — The presidential election was a
definite downer, though in Maryland we were success-
ful at the federal level, and in Prince George’s County
we crushed an effort by developers to add two at-large
seats to the county council.  This is important because
only candidates with the kind of money developers pro-
vide have any chance of winning a countywide election
in a county with 800,000 people.  Unfortunately our
friends in Montgomery County were not successful in re-
moving the at-large seats in their county council.

The question is, what do we do now at the federal,
state and county level?  The first thing is to gather around
those political leaders still in office that are sympathetic
to our goals of protecting and yes, even improving, the
health of the natural environment.  The spin artists for
the Bush administration are already trying to make the
case that a 51% majority represents a mandate to do as
they want.  We need to make sure that our supporters and
our opponents know that we are still here and not going to
roll over and die.

So stay informed!  Set a goal of writing one letter a
month about a current environmental issue to a politi-
cal leader or a newspaper.  Do not be shy about discuss-
ing environmental issues with friends, family and asso-
ciates.  Remember that an understated approach will
probably get you a better hearing, although under cer-
tain circumstances, an emphatic approach can be ap-
propriate and effective.  It is also important to realize
that much of the general public has no clue about what
is going on when it comes to the Bush administration’s
anti-environmental agenda.

In fact, in working with some focus groups the
Sierra Club discovered that samples of “man/woman in
the street” simply refused to believe that the Bush ad-
ministration had taken a variety of anti-environmental
actions, though these actions were well documented and
understood by those of us who follow the
administration’s environmental policies.  So you might
start clipping articles on some of the issues from news-
papers and other sources, to create a scrapbook or file
of these deeds.  Keep dates and sources, so when some-
one says “Oh, he doesn’t have time to increase clear cut-
ting in our old growth forests; he’s too busy bringing
peace and justice to Iraq,” you can point them to the
record.

In Maryland we need to start thinking about state
and county elections coming up in two short years.  At

the county level we need to focus on finding and sup-
porting good local candidates for county councils and
commissions.  If you have good incumbents, start work-
ing with them now to get their names out before the
public.  If you have a bad incumbent, keep track of his
or her anti-environmental actions and votes.  Check
out where the money is coming from by searching the
Maryland State Election Commission’s records on con-
tributors and political action committees.  Write letters
to the editor keeping these issues in the public eye.  If

you have new candidates who will be running for an
open seat or against an incumbent, you need to start
now to make their names familiar to the public in a
favorable way.  Invite them to speak on local issues at
your civic association meeting.  Start raising money for
them.  This is also true of candidates for the state legis-
lature.

It will also be crucial to follow the competition for
the nomination to be the Democratic candidate for gov-
ernor.  We don’t want to end up with a Democratic
candidate that is indistinguishable from the current Re-
publican governor we suffer under.  As the candidates
announce for the Democratic nomination, we should
make sure that they understand that the environment
is an important issue for the citizens of Maryland.  We
should also endeavor to educate the candidates and the
electorate on the critical environmental issues before us.

These are short-term actions that we can take now.
It is also important to realize that long-term work needs
to be undertaken.  The Bush victory is the result of
years of  effort by the business interests to acquire po-
litical power by manipulating the fears, ignorance and
prejudice of the religious right and others in middle
America. They are quite happy to distract religious con-
servatives with fears of gay marriage while poisoning
the fish they eat with mercury emitted from coal-fired
power plants and trash incinerators.

I attended a seminar where a scientist who was an
advocate for using risk assessment mentioned in a side
conversation that he got calls from his friends in the
Republican leadership when he wrote an article critical
of creationist “science.”  They explained that they knew
creation “science” was all silliness, but it couldn’t be dis-
cussed because it would ruin the alliance between the
business elite and the religious right.

We need to develop our own long-term strategy.
This should include teaching our young people to be
skeptical critical thinkers.  The only way I see to over-
come ignorance and fear is by providing people with
the wherewithal to collect, analyze, understand, and act
on the volumes of information available.  In the long
term, we can never win the sound bite war because the
real world we need to deal with, if we are to protect and
improve the environment, is too complex to be described
accurately or in a hopeful way in sound bites.  That
means we need to do the hard work of preparing people
to seek and understand this more complex and sober-
ing reality.  It will not be easy, but there is no other
responsible action.   ■

Pol Watching

Start Thinking about State and County Elections
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This issue of the Chesapeake contains the
ballot for electing members of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Maryland Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club.

The Sierra Club is a grassroots en-
vironmental organization that elects its
own leadership. Every member is entitled
to vote and to run for leadership posi-
tions in the Club.  The Executive Com-
mittee (Excom) runs the Chapter and de-
termines  the Chapter’s policies and re-
sponses to the many environmental chal-
lenges we face in Maryland. In addition

to working our legislative agenda, setting
priorities for conservation campaigns and
facilitating communication between the
Chapter and the groups, the Excom faces
the challenge of achieving fiscal stability
despite rising operational costs and a re-
duction in funds from the national Club.

The Excom includes six at-large
members elected by the Maryland mem-
bership, and one delegate from each of
our nine groups. At-large members are
elected for two-year terms. Three of the
six at-large positions are up for election

Where  All of the Candidates Care About the Environment, and All the Votes Will Be Honestly Counted

The 2005 Maryland Chapter Excom Election

each year. The Executive Committee
elects the Chapter Chair and other offic-
ers from its own ranks.

Maryland Sierra Club members are
encouraged to read the candidates’ state-
ments, fill out the ballot and mail it to
the Chapter office at this address:
Election Committee
Maryland Chapter/Sierra Club
Suite 101A
7338 Baltimore Ave.
College Park, MD  20740-3211.

The Excom meets six times a year

on the third Saturday of every odd month.
Those elected will take their position at
the January 15, 2005 meeting.  Ballots
are due in the office by January 5, 2005.
Please read the candidates’ statements
carefully and vote in this election for three
members-at-large for the Executive Com-
mittee of your Maryland Chapter of the
Sierra Club.
     B     B     B     B     Ballots appear on page 27.   allots appear on page 27.   allots appear on page 27.   allots appear on page 27.   allots appear on page 27.   ■

2005 Excom Elections

Candidates for the 2005 Excom

(continued on page 5)

EEEEEllen Fllen Fllen Fllen Fllen F..... P P P P Pepinepinepinepinepin
I am a retired elementary teacher with a
Masters Degree in Special Education.

I joined the Sierra Club in 1981 and
have been an active member most of that
time, although I moved to Maryland from
New Jersey just one year ago.   Before leav-
ing New Jersey, I served as chair of the
state’s northwest group.  I am currently
the program chair of the executive com-
mittee of the Anne Arundel County
group.

I have testified during hearings
about the destruction of wetlands that is
an integral part of the Odenton Center
Plan. I also have testified about the new
zoning and development plans for Anne
Arundel County. In my role as alternate
chapter delegate, I have been attending
chapter executive committee meetings,
and I feel that I have some knowledge of
the many issues. To gain a better idea of
how the Sierra Club works, I attended a
National Sierra Club activist training
weekend.

I enjoy hiking and have acted as a
hike leader.  I especially enjoy hikes that
are at a leisurely pace so that I can photo-
graph and enjoy the scenery, and look for

plants and animals.
In  New Jersey, we had several im-

portant successes.  We stopped the build-
ing of a huge television transmission
tower on public land that would have
been the highest structure in the state and
could have been seen from miles away,
even from the Appalachian Trail. In ad-
dition to being a visual problem, it was
to be placed on a ridge top used as a fly-
way by migrating birds.  I brought to the
planning board’s attention some of the
work done by ornithologists from Ithaca
University concerning bird kills at large
towers.

We also prevented the building of
1,600 town homes, apartments, a hotel,
and a golf course on a mountain top that
was a former wildlife management area
and serves as habitat for many species in-
cluding black bear. In addition, we made
officials from the New Jersey Department
of Environment Protection (DEP) more
aware of all-terrain vehicle (ATV) use in
state parks. DEP has now issued a policy
banning the use of these vehicles on state
land.

I am particularly interested in help-
ing to pass a clean cars bill in Maryland,

as New Jersey did last year. I also would
like to see continued effort to protect our
open spaces from development.  I feel that
maintaining quality habitat should be  a
very important priority in the next few
years.

I would like you to consider me for
a position on the executive committee of
the Maryland chapter, and I feel that I
could make a positive contribution to this
organization.

CCCCCharharharharharlie Glie Glie Glie Glie Garararararlololololowwwww
I seek your vote to re-elect me to the
Maryland Sierra Club Excom. I have
served as an Excom member-at-large; the
political chair; and the chair of the air
and energy committee for the last four
years. I believe that one of the greatest
threats to wild lands and wild creatures,
and to non-wild lands, like farmland and
crops, and non-wild creatures, like hu-
mans, is global warming. That is why I
have spent a lot of my efforts trying to
get good people elected, and urging them
to vote in favor of energy efficiency and
clean renewable energy.

On the educational front, I help to
organize the annual Tour of Solar Homes.

I also organized two free tours of the
BP photovoltaic plant in Frederick, MD,
this year, and three tours of wind farms
in Pennsylvania and West Virginia over
the last few years. Being mindful of the
impacts of anything we do, from energy
efficiency to clean energy, we need to pro-
mote those efforts that will help build a
sustainable, green future for our state and
world.

Bonnie BickBonnie BickBonnie BickBonnie BickBonnie Bick
Bonnie Bick has been active in and con-
cerned about politics in many ways for
more than 15 years. Since 1990 she has
been a visible environmental activist in
Maryland, and played a major role in get-
ting the state of Maryland to acquire
Chapman Forest—2,300 acres of old-
growth forest along the Potomac River
in southern Maryland.

Over the last six years she has been
deeply involved in the Campaign to Re-
invest in the Heart of Oxon Hill—an
environmental, economic and social jus-
tice campaign focused on affecting the
evolution of the largest commercial de-
velopment project in Maryland’s history
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(continued from page 4)

Candidates for the 2005 Excom (cont.)

2005 Excom Elections

in a way that will benefit the public. She
is a resourceful on-the-ground activist, ex-
perienced in making decisions and pro-
viding support. She is asking for your vote
to become an at-large member of the Si-
erra Club, Maryland Chapter.

If you have any questions before you
vote about Bonnie’s direction regarding
policy or group process, do not hesitate
to call her at 301-839-7403 or e-mail her
at bonnie@chapmanforest.org.

JJJJJon Ron Ron Ron Ron Robinsonobinsonobinsonobinsonobinson
I am seeking your vote in support of my
re-election to the Maryland chapter ex-
ecutive committee.  I have a Ph.D. in sys-
tematics and ecology from the Univer-
sity of Kansas and have worked on NASA
contracts since 1976.  This has included
using satellite and aircraft-based remote
sensing to study a variety of environmen-
tal issues such as the effect of nutrient pol-
lution in the Chesapeake Bay, land-cover
change, forest and habitat loss, and issues
related to climate change.  I have led and
planned environmental field studies.

I am a hiker, kayaker, camper and
photographer.  I love the natural world
in all its diversity and that is why I stud-
ied ecology academically, work on it pro-
fessionally as opportunity permits, and
why I work through the Sierra Club to
protect it.

A Sierra Club volunteer for over 18
years, I served as chair for the Maryland
chapter for three years, from 2000
through 2003, and a delegate from the
Maryland chapter to the national level,
Council of Club Leaders.  I also was one
of the Maryland delegates to The Appa-
lachian Regional Conservation Commit-
tee.  I am currently vice chair of the Mary-
land chapter and also vice chair of the
Prince George’s group.  In addition, I re-
cently became chair of the wildlife sub-
committee of the Maryland chapter’s con-

servation committee.
I have been active in many cam-

paigns throughout Prince George’s county
and the state of Maryland. At the state
level, I have been very active on growth,
air, water, and forest issues. For example,
I played a leadership role in the success-
ful effort to save Beltwoods as a Mary-
land wildland. In Prince George’s County,
I helped organize the successful campaign
to stop an incinerator and start recycling.
I have also worked hard to make a differ-
ence by helping to successfully elect en-
vironmental candidates at the county,
state, and federal levels.

During the last 18 months, I orga-
nized my local civic association to suc-
cessfully prevent construction of a huge
apartment building on 16 acres of healthy
woods in our neighborhood that shelters
a tributary of the North West Branch.
Our efforts were rewarded by a 7 to 1
vote before the District Council.

I bring a strong set of skills and sea-
soned leadership to the Maryland chap-
ter executive committee. I have organized
fund-raising events.  I have acted as a
mentor for those new to the Sierra Club.
In fact, in some cases all I needed was a
telephone to coach some people to suc-
cess in their struggles to protect one of
their own special areas.  I’ve acted as a
mediator for groups to resolve internal
conflicts.  I have provided photography
for the chapter newsletter and created
maps using my knowledge of geographic
information systems in our campaigns
against the Intercounty Connector (ICC).
I have used my science expertise to guide
the Club toward working on the key is-
sues that threaten our natural world.

I believe we need to avoid the illu-
sion of easy, shortsighted technological
solutions to fundamental problems such
as air pollution and global warming.  We
only need to look at MTBE to see the

danger in chasing after the technological
end of the rainbow. The environmental
community once pushed this gasoline ad-
ditive as a way to help clean the air, but it
is now known to be a major contaminant
of our groundwater supplies.  People
knowledgeable about chemistry would
have anticipated that the use of this com-
pound would be a problem.  We need to
make sure to always bring in such critical
analysis to avoid similar errors in the fu-
ture.

I will make every effort to be wor-
thy of your vote and to work hard to in-
crease awareness of our dependence on a
healthy environment.  Thank you!

MMMMMarararararc Scc Scc Scc Scc Scottottottottott
I am committed to preserving our envi-
ronment through hard work and dedica-
tion to social action and political engage-
ment.  I am seeking a position on the
Maryland Chapter Executive Committee
so that I can use my experience in envi-
ronmental activism, organizational man-
agement and public outreach on behalf
of Maryland’s Sierra Club members.

For the last 10 years I have actively
worked to protect the environment at col-
lege, graduate school and with the Sierra
Club. I recently completed the Sierra
Club activist training and served as sec-
retary for the Maryland Chapter in 2004.

My professional background is in or-
ganizational consulting, and I have
worked pro-bono for Sustainable DC (an
organization working towards “greening”
Washington, D.C.) and for the
Laconwood Trust (a Rappahannock
County sustainable community develop-
ment organization).  While completing
my Masters of Business Administration
at George Washington University in
Washington, D.C., I concentrated my
studies in sustainability and environmenal
management.

I bring to the executive committee
my commitment to work towards mak-
ing the Maryland chapter a more effec-
tive organization, especially with respect
to developing and implementing strategy
and to effective fundraising and financial
management.  Further, I will work to
engage and mobilize members in ways
meaningful to both the Sierra Club and
to the individuals.  In short, I will do my
absolute best to help the Sierra Club Mary-
land Chapter deliver on its mission of
protecting Maryland’s environment.      ■
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Forests and Wildlands

An Ancient Forest Needs Our Protection

Woodland flowers like the purple flowering raspberry (left) and tall bellflower find a home in the deep woods.
(Photos courtesy of Bob DeGroot)

by Bob DeGroot —  Numerous species
of plants and animals require mature for-
ests of relatively large acreage to ensure
their survival.  These species include a
variety of birds that spend much of their
life in the tropics, but fly to the United
States or Canada during the summer
months to rear their young.  Included are
warblers, vireos, tanagers and flycatchers.
But migrant birds are not the only spe-
cies that need mature forests.  Many of
the less common species of lichens are
found only in mature forests.  Some are
found only in 150_ 200-year-old forests
where there is a constant supply of sub-
strate material in various stages of decom-
position.  The richness of herbaceous
plants like ferns, especially those associ-
ated with springs or wet areas, is consis-
tently found in greater abundance in older
forests.  Large mature forests occur infre-
quently in the East, and old-growth for-
ests (usually considered to be forests over

Creating an Appalachian Preserve
200 years old) are the rarest type of habi-
tat.  Scientists have recommended that
“diversity maintenance zones” be pre-
served in contiguous blocks of at least
50,000 acres or more for species adapted
to old-growth conditions.

In the East, most forests have been
subjected to frequent logging activities.
Harvests, on the order of every 20 to 70
years, can remove nutrients from the for-
est floor faster than natural chemical pro-
cesses can replace them.  Frequent har-
vests diminish species diversity by depriv-
ing the forests of the plants and animals
that require a mature forest in which to
colonize.  Finding contiguous blocks of
forests approaching 50,000 acres is very
difficult in the East, and re-creating such
forests is almost impossible when forest
management schemes demand continual
harvests.

Many scientists have noted our cur-
rent federal and state park and forest sys-
tems are highly fragmented, and they have
begun to design large bioregions as a
safety net for wildlife.  Only large
bioregions can sustain the largest animals,
without which the wildlife kingdom will
remain unbalanced and in decline.

Across the country, projects are un-
derway to address fragmented-habitat is-
sues, and work is progressing toward pro-
viding permanent wildlife-connecting
corridors between parks and other eco-
logical areas.  One of these ambitious
projects is designed to provide wildlife
connecting corridors from Yellowstone
Park in Wyoming all the way to the
Yukon.  This is the historic range of our
largest carnivores like the grizzly bear, gray
wolf and cougar.  It is now understood
that these animals need large and con-
nected habitats to ensure their survival.

Similarly, an Appalachian Wildlands
Preserve has been proposed by several
groups to provide wildlife connecting

Help Protect the
Crabtree Creek

Forest

We will need your help in
setting aside Crabtree Creek
Forest,  an amazing natural
area, for ourselves  and future
generations to enjoy, study,
and admire.   We need to raise
some money, write letters,
make phone calls and hold
meetings with legislators to
urge their support for this
Wildlands Bill.  If you can help
us protect Maryland’s best old-
growth forest, please contact
the Maryland Chapter Office at
301-277-7111, or via e-mail at
laurel.imlay@sierraclub.org.

(continued on page 7)

by Bob DeGroot and Dan Boone —
Crabtree Creek flows from the town of
Swanton to the Savage River Reservoir in
Maryland’s Garrett County.  On the west
slope of this creek is the largest old-growth
forest left in Maryland—the only site
where one can view and enjoy an exten-
sive area forest that has remained relatively
undisturbed by commercial logging ac-
tivity throughout its history.  This amaz-
ing natural area is aesthetically pleasing,
and the conditions found in this old-
growth forest support an incredible di-
versity of plant and animal species.  The
old-growth forest provides abundant food
and shelter to a variety of animals that
cannot find such habitat in frequently
logged areas.

This region is part of the Potomac/
Garrett State Forest, which is the only
major state forest that does not have a
designated “wildland.”  It is state policy
to log public forests, and while this pris-
tine forest is administratively protected,
it could be cut down with the stroke of a
bureaucrat’s pen. The Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resource (DNR) con-
trols forest management, but, unfortu-
nately, they also receive funds from sell-
ing timber and logging state forests.
Thus, they have the incentive to permit
logging, which means they could autho-
rize the destruction of this ancient forest
at any time.

Fortunately, we can still act to en-
sure that the forest remains intact both

to provide enjoyment for future genera-
tions and to nurture species that depend
upon its conditions.

In 1971, the Maryland legislature
passed the Wildlands Protection Act.
Under this law, the legislature can pro-
tect certain publicly owned areas from
logging or other incursions and, thus, pre-
serve them for future generations.  The
old-growth forest ecosystem at Crabtree
Creek needs official protection via a leg-
islative act to make it a wildland.  Unfor-
tunately, we may need to overcome some
local political opposition to get the Mary-
land legislature to designate this area as
Crabtree Old-Growth Wildland, which
should encompass the entire ancient forest
plus a surrounding buffer and important
habitat areas.  The protection area for this
wildland would include nearly 3,000 acres.

A designation of “wildlands” limits
the types of activities that may occur on
state property to activities that do not
leave a lasting imprint of human activity.
Generally, prohibited activities include
the use of motorized vehicles and equip-
ment; the harvesting of timber; and the
use of land for commercial gain, mineral
extraction, and the construction of new
roads, buildings, and structures. Several
types of recreational activities such as hik-
ing, canoeing, kayaking, hunting, and
rafting are permitted in these areas, al-
lowing visitors to enjoy this  forest of rare
beauty and natural diversity.  ■

Designating Crabtree Creek Old-growth Forest as a Wildland
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corridors from Georgia up through Penn-
sylvania.  Such large bioregions are our
only hope of returning balance to the
animal kingdom, and providing sufficient
habitat for all species of plants and ani-
mals.

In 1892, New York State perma-
nently protected the Adirondack Forest
Preserve. The Preserve now covers about
six million acres of land almost equally
divided between protected public lands
and private forests that are logged.  We
would like to do a similar thing in Mary-
land for preservation of native plants and
animals and to protect complete forest
processes.  A large forest preserve would
also go a long way toward preserving a
large portion of the watershed that sup-
plies water to the Potomac River.

The following words were placed
into the New York State Constitution:
“The lands of the state, now owned or here-
after acquired, constituting the (forest pre-
serve) as now fixed by law, shall be forever
kept as wild forest lands. They shall not be
leased, sold or exchanged, or be taken by
any corporation, public or private, nor shall
the timber thereon be sold, removed or de-
stroyed.”

I recommend naming a specific forest like
Green Ridge or Savage River State Forest
in lieu of “forest preserve” used in the New
York language, and trying to preserve a
large area of around 50,000 relatively in-
tact acres.  Green Ridge State Forest con-
tains 42,000 acres and Savage River
State Forest contains 53,000 acres. Pre-
serving one of these forests would start
us on the goal towards creating an Ap-
palachian Preserve.    ■

If you are interested in helping with this
work, please contact Laurel Imlay at the
Sierra Club Office at 301-277-7111 or via
email laurel.imlay@sierraclub.org.

Forests and Wildlands
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(continued from page 6)

Governor Ehrlich is considering what
some call a “sweetheart deal” that would
allow the state to sell 836 acres of state-
owned land in St. Mary’s County to a
well-connected developer. It appears that
the state would make no profit, but the
buyer would receive a generous tax credit.
The fully forested land was purchased by
the state’s Program Open Space program,
created to preserve Maryland lands from
development. There has been no public
input on this proposed sale.

Maryland League of Conservation
Voters, along with the 1000 Friends of
Maryland, Chesapeake Bay Foundation,
Wilderness Society, American Farmland
Trust, and Trust for Public Land submit-
ted a formal letter to Governor Ehrlich
expressing concern. In the letter, the
groups described the land as “part of the
state’s green infrastructure network...of
particular ecological value. Its forest cover
provides the best possible protection for
the water quality of the Chesapeake Bay
and local tributaries in a part of Mary-
land undergoing rapid development and

declining water quality.”
The group questions “why a prop-

erty containing such important conser-
vation values is being offered for sale to a
private party, and sold without the pro-
tection afforded by conservation ease-
ments” and requests a prompt reply.
(The above was published as an e-mail alert
by the Maryland League of Conservation
Voters.)

According to an article published in
the November 4 Baltimore Sun, records
show that the Department of Natural Re-
sources rated the parcel as “excellent” on
its Greenprint profile, which is the
scorecard used to evaluate the ecological
significance of a piece of land. Consid-
ered a wildlife hub, the tract includes 45
acres which are home to sensitive species,
nine acres of wetlands, 755 acres of for-
est and 10 acres of flood plains.

Maryland Chapter conservation
chair and conservation biologist D.
Daniel Boone was quoted in the Sun af-
ter making an assessment of the property
at the Sun’s request.  Though the area had
been heavily logged, he spotted 50-year-
old trees and some native plants, such as
the Hercules Walking Club and
woolgrass, and a bald eagle known to nest
on the site.   Boone was impressed by the
recovery that is underway.

“It reinforces my sense of optimism
that if we leave things in place and allow
succession to occur, we can restore the
forests,” Boone said. “If it’s developed, it
will never recover.”    ■

Proposed Land Deal Threatens Forest in St. Mary’s County

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has already responded so
generously to appeals for donations to the Maryland Sierra Club
this year. If you would like to help the Chapter achieve its legislative
priorities of restoring Program Open Space funds, preserving old
growth forest in Western MD,  and passing a Clean Cars bill, please
make a donation to Sierra Club, MD Chapter and mail to
Maryland Chapter Sierra Club
7338 Baltimore Ave.
Suite 101A
College Park, MD 20740
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by Richard Reis — Sierra Club members and other en-
vironmentally conscientious people living and working
in Maryland rightfully oppose the Inter-County Con-
nector (ICC).

As alternatives to the ICC we generally think of
mass transit. Certainly these alternatives, such as the
proposed Purple light-rail line from Bethesda to Silver
Spring and Prince George’s County are needed.

However, consider the ways that simply walking
and bicycling enhance our lives and our community:

◆  Mobility – Helps move people to destinations
(including transit)
◆  Smart Growth – Reduced sprawl – less need
for parking and roads
◆  Quality of Life – Allows choice in transporta-
tion
◆  Health – Naturally adds exercise to one’s every-
day activities.
◆  Environment – Lowers air pollution.

Sierra Club policy states:
“The Sierra Club supports transportation policy and
systems that:
◆  provide everyone, including pedestrians, bicyclists and
transit users, with adequate access to jobs, shopping,
services and recreation”.1  The policy goes on to state:
“Walking and bicycling are best.”

The Worldwatch Institute, a leading think tank
on environmental issues, has published numerous stud-
ies showing that walking and bicycling require the least
energy and are the most environmentally-friendly forms
of transportation.  And Todd Litman, a noted progres-
sive in the field of transportation, has observed that
human-powered transportation increases fitness, meets
people’s desire to be active, and provides significant en-
vironmental benefits.2

Some see bicycling and walking as marginal ac-
tivities and thus poor investments not related to “real”
transportation. But conventional transportation fund-
ing, which encourages driving, frequently overlooks the
significant external costs of supplying ever-increasing
roadways. These costs include increased air pollution,
higher demand for fossil fuels from environmentally
sensitive or politically dangerous places, sprawl, divided
communities, and an increasingly sedentary life. In con-
trast, with adequate sidewalks and bikeways, citizens
can cleanly and safely travel about their communities

while getting moderate exercise. In addition, walking
and bicycling are essential for effective access to public
transportation.

As a lifetime member of both the League of Ameri-
can Bicyclists and the Sierra Club, I know that walking
and bicycling are environmentally friendly and fre-
quently the best way to travel. I can attest to the versa-
tility of these modes, as I (at the age of 58) walk and
bicycle whenever possible, including commuting to
work by bike frequently. However, for most, walking or
bicycling for transportation is difficult and sometimes dan-
gerous.

To make these choices practical and frequent, com-
munities can adopt policies that encourage walking and
bicycling, including:

◆  Supporting higher density neighborhoods,
such as in our close-in suburbs
◆  Planning for bikeways and trails.  (The re-
cently released “Montgomery County 2004
County Functional Plan of Bikeways” is avail-
able at www.mc-mncppc.org/transportation/
bikeways/index.shtm)
◆ Fostering pedestrian-friendly amenities
(stores, sidewalks, bike paths, etc.)
◆  Reducing road widths/lanes to allow for more
room for bicycle and pedestrian traffic
◆  Improving safety for walkers and bicyclists
through the 3 Es:

◆  Engineering better facilities (A good
example is the newest countdown signals
at pedestrian crosswalks.)
◆  Educating pedestrians, bicyclists, and
motorists to understand the rules of the
road and to respect each other’s right to
walk, ride, and drive safely
◆  Enforcing existing laws (For example,
motorists must stop before crosswalks, not
on crosswalks, and they must stop when
a pedestrian enters a crosswalk.)

◆  Limiting the number and extent of new roads
and parking facilities to conserve funds for al-
ternatives and to encourage the use of alterna-
tives.
◆  Integrating transit with walking and bicy-
cling by equipping buses with bike racks and
by  providing safe, convenient, unimpeded side-
walks leading to buses and trains

◆  Ensuring that walking and bicycling facili-
ties are not impeded by

◆  Construction [“Sidewalk Closed – Please
(Cross 6 lanes of busy traffic to) Use the
Sidewalk on the Other Side (Oops, that’s
closed too!)]
◆  Snow (When it snows, local governments
pile snow from the roads onto the side
walks.)
◆  Missing crosswalks (Intersections de-
signed with only three crosswalks require
pedestrians to make three crossings in or-
der to cross one street.)
◆  Disconnected bicycle paths

◆  Protecting outlying areas from sprawl (e.g., by
purchasing development rights from farmers)
◆  Choosing (as individuals) to walk or bicycle
whenever and wherever possible.

I’d also like to note something that can really help chil-
dren today. As a boy, I walked to school, as most chil-
dren did then. Today, only 10% of children walk, and
their lack of fitness is reflected in increasing rates of
disease such as childhood obesity and diabetes. We in
the environmental community should support Safe
Routes to School3 (or SR2S) programs as a way to im-
prove the safety of children who walk or bicycle to school
and to promote these types of transportation. SR2S
programs increase health, mobility, and independence
for our young citizens.

Imagine our everyday world where we can easily and
safely walk or bicycle along tree-lined streets wherever we
need to go. Let’s work to make that world our reality.    ■

Notes:
1 http://www.sierraclub.org/policy/conservation/trans.asp
2 Litman, Todd, “Active Transportation Policy Issues,” 4/9/
2003, http://www.vtpi.org/act_tran.pdf
3 Maryland Safe Routes to School Guidebook, http://
fha.state.md.us/fha/cphs/chn/pdf/SR2S_Guidebook_1.pdf

For more information about bicycling as a form of trans-
portation,  contact Richard at 301-384-0540 or
rreis@verizon.net.

Walking and Bicycling:  Transportation Good for the Body and the Environment

Transportation
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We expect MDState Highway Administration (SHA)
officials to release the Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment on the Intercounty Connector (ICC) in mid- to
late November. A public comment period on the issue
should run to mid-January with public hearings around
early January.

According to Brian Henry, who coordinates efforts
to oppose the ICC, this is the single most important
public comment period on the Intercounty Connector.
“This is the public’s best opportunity to tell state offi-
cials they support a ‘No Build’ ICC and alternatives
including investing in transit, improving existing roads,
and balancing homes and jobs across the region with
more development in transit areas,” said Henry.

Visit www.SaveCommunities.org for more infor-
mation.  This site will have periodic updates with spe-
cific dates, times and other information.

Important ICC Dates
Mid- to late November:
ICC’s Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
is released. It is supposed to detail the full impact of the
six-lane toll highway, including environmental impacts,
community impacts, and traffic data. We expect it to
greatly exaggerate the benefits and understate the ad-
verse impacts of the ICC.
Action: Submit comments to the State Highway Ad-
ministration supporting a No Build alternative, and
calling for further study of alternatives like transit.

Early  to mid-January:
Public Hearings on the ICC’s DEIS
Action: Come and testify in opposition of an ICC call-
ing for a No Build alternative and further study of al-
ternatives like transit.

Save Our Communities is coordinating technical re-
view of the state’s ICC study and educating citizens
about the negative impacts of the toll highway.  If you’re
interested in volunteering, you can sign up by visiting
www.SaveCommunities.org.     ■

This notice from Save Our Communities was submitted
by Steve Caflisch, Chair, Transportation Issues.  Steve can
be reached at caflisch@erols.com.

Transportation Air and Energy
Important public comment period and
hearings on ICC

by Rich Norling — MTBE, methyl tertiary butyl ether,
is a gasoline additive that pollutes wells and public wa-
ter supplies throughout the United States. The prob-
lem came to the fore in Maryland when residents of
Harford County discovered that their wells were con-
taminated and got media attention. MTBE has been
found in many private wells near gasoline stations, as
well as in 119 public drinking-water systems in Mary-
land, serving 195,000 people.

Exactly What is MTBE?
It is a petroleum product with very small molecules. It
vaporizes easily (that is, turns from liquid to gas) and
dissolves readily in water.

Why is It in Gasoline?
Small amounts were added to gas in the late 1970s to
increase the octane. When the Clean Air Act was
amended to require more oxygen in gasoline to help it
burn more completely (thus reducing pollutants that
cause smog), oil companies added much larger amounts
of MTBE instead of choosing another, cleaner additive
such as ethanol.

Has It Been Proven Safe?
Scientific studies have shown that breathing MTBE can
cause cancer in mice and rats. In other studies, large
doses taken orally caused cancer in rats. MTBE me-
tabolizes into tertiary-butyl alcohol and formaldehyde
in animal bodies, but the long-term health effects of
low doses in mammals have not been studied enough
to provide data establishing a safe level.

Does MTBE Cause Other Problems?
It makes drinking water taste and smell like turpentine
at a very low concentration of about 20 parts per bil-
lion. Most people find water with that much MTBE in
it impossible to drink or use in cooking, because of the
taste and smell. A filter system to remove MTBE from
the water from a single well costs several thousand dol-
lars. Costs to remove it from large municipal water sup-
plies are huge. And the cleanup price tag is also im-
mense, because MTBE spreads in groundwater so
quickly and biodegrades very slowly.

Could We Keep It from Leaking into Groundwater?
More careful transport and storage of MTBE could re-
duce leaks, but not completely eliminate them. Exist-
ing standards for underground and above-ground stor-
age tanks aim to stop leaks of liquid, not vapor. Even if
thousands of storage tanks are all replaced with new
ones that prevent vapor leaks, some accidental spills will
certainly occur. Most components of gasoline do not
mix well with water and tend to float on top of it, mak-
ing them relatively easy to clean up after a spill. But
MTBE mixes readily with water and spreads rapidly,
making it extremely difficult to contain and clean up.

Transportation presents even more complications.
Tank trucks and pipelines are used interchangeably for
gasoline, home heating oil, and other petroleum prod-
ucts. The truck that delivers heating oil today may well
have carried gasoline yesterday, so your home oil prob-
ably has some MTBE in it, too.

Is Extra Oxygen Still Needed in Gasoline?
Thanks to better designs of newer car engines, they are
able to burn gasoline more completely than did older
engines. Many organizations, including the Sierra Club,
favor elimination of the oxygenate requirement for gaso-
line and its replacement in federal law with improved
gasoline performance standards.

Why Hasn’t the Federal Law Been Changed?
In 2003, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a
bill that would have replaced the oxygenate requirement
and banned MTBE after eleven years. However, it did
not pass the Senate because the bill also contained con-
troversial provisions that would have protected compa-
nies that make MTBE from the many lawsuits now
pending to recover cleanup costs. It even would have
paid those companies up to $2 billion to convert to
other chemicals. Both supporters and opponents of
the controversial provisions feel strongly, so—unless
common ground can be found in the interest of longer-
term environmental protection—the federal law will
probably not be changed soon.

Have States Acted to Get MTBE Out of Gasoline?
At least seventeen state legislatures have passed laws to
restrict MTBE in gasoline to very low amounts or to

Petroleum Additive Fouls Our Waters

(continued on page 10)
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ban it altogether. The states that have
acted include California, New York, Con-
necticut, Colorado, Minnesota, Michi-
gan, and Ohio.

What Has Maryland Done?
The Maryland General Assembly passed
a law in 2000 to create a task force on the
environmental effects of MTBE. The task
force released its final report in Decem-
ber 2001. One of its six recommendations
was that the state “should give careful con-
sideration to eventually reducing or phas-
ing out the use of MTBE in gasoline sold
in Maryland.” The contaminated wells in
Harford County have brought attention
back to this issue, and the General As-
sembly is expected to consider legislation
to remove MTBE from gasoline this
spring.

What You Can Do
The drinking water pollution in Harford
County has received major press cover-
age, but we need to help state legislators
realize that MTBE is a problem in their
districts, too. If they all understand that
this additive is a problem everywhere
across the state, they will be more likely
to take decisive action!

If you hear about a local gasoline
spill, call or write your local paper to tell
them about the pollution of drinking
water that could result. Ask them to print
an editorial asking the legislature to phase
out MTBE. And e-mail Rich Norling
at norlingr@aol.com to let him know
what you are doing. Thanks for your
help!      ■

Rich Norling is the Maryland Chapter’s
Chair, Water Quality/Groundwater Issues .

(continued from page 9)

MTBE Threatens Water
Supply

In a surprise admission, the head of the
EPA agreed that “mercury is everywhere.
The more waters we monitor, the more
we find mercury.”  According to an ar-
ticle in TheNew York Times  published on
August 25, EPA Administrator Mike
Leavitt acknowledged that fish in virtu-
ally all of the nation’s lakes and rivers are
contaminated with mercury, a neurotoxin
that is especially harmful to pregnant
women and young children.  The Times
cited the latest EPA annual survey of fish
advisories, which showed that states is-
sued 3,094 advisories for toxic substances
last year.  In 1993, 1,233 such advisories
were issued.

Leavitt went on to claim that emis-
sions are being reduced under existing
rules that affect sources of mercury other
than the largest source, coal-burning
power plants.  Carl Pope, executive di-
rector of the Sierra  Club, is quoted by
the Times as accusing the Bush adminis-
tration of “dragging its feet” by endors-
ing  a weak plan for reducing mercury
from coal power plants. The current
administration’s plan is to reduce mercury
less and more slowly than the Clinton
proposal, which aimed for a  90% reduc-
tion within three years.

Emily Figdor, a policy analyst for
Clear the Air, a coalition of  environmen-
tal groups, said, “The technology is avail-
able now to reduce emissions by 90 per-
cent by 2008, as the Clean Air Act re-
quires, but there is no indication that the
administration is considering a stronger
proposal.”    ■

Mercury is in Fish All Over
the U.S., According to the EPA

Cleaner Cars Campaign
The Maryland Chapter of the Sierra Club
has promoted cleaner cars for years now,
and this is the year for victory, we believe.

We can do better than the standards
that the Bush administration proposes,
and the way to do that is to join progres-
sive states—like most in New England,
New York, and recently New Jersey— to
adopt the California cleaner cars’ stan-
dard.  California’s auto standards are bet-
ter than the federal standards and getting
better all the time. That state’s efforts to
incorporate reductions of up to 30 per-
cent in CO

2 
emissions from cars are the

only ones underway to reduce global
warming gases from the transport sector.
This is the best “game in town,” and we
should hitch our wagon to it.

The cleaner cars bills would help re-
duce conventional, smog-causing pollu-
tion, like nitrous (NOx) and volatile or-
ganic compounds (VOCs) as well as air
toxins, and more importantly, CO

2
, the

chief global warming gas.
Many other environmental groups

are interested in working on this issue,
too. Want to help? Call Charlie Garlow
at 301-593-9823.

What are other states doing?
States are taking action to reduce green-
house gas emissions.

The California Air Resources Board
voted to implement legislation passed in
2002 to require that tailpipe emissions
of greenhouse gases from new vehicles be
reduced by 22 percent by the 2012 model
year and 30 percent by the 2016 model
year. This could be the best step towards
curbing global warming gases Maryland
could take.

Adopt this Clean Cars CO
2
 reduc-

tion program. For an in-depth analysis
on California’s new vehicle emission stan-
dard, check out the state action database:

Air and Energy News Digest
h t t p : / / e a l e r t . p e w c l i m a t e . o r g /
ctt.asp?u=439062&l=64032.

(continued on page 11)

4Ps, Please!
Four Ps are the four pollutants of most
concern coming from coal-fired power
plants, which are among the nastiest
sources of air and water pollution. The
four chief pollutants are oxides of nitro-
gen, or NOx; sulfur dioxide, or SO

2
; mer-

cury; and carbon dioxide, or CO
2
.

NOx can make nitric acid rain, add
damaging nitrogen fertilizer to the Bay
and other water bodies, and can trans-
form into smog and a particulate form of
air pollution which can damage vulner-
able lungs.  SO

2
 makes acid rain and par-

ticulate matter pollution which again
damages lungs. Mercury can enter the
water, be taken up by fish and cause brain
damage when the fish are consumed by
young children or pregnant women. CO

2

is a global warming gas.
In previous sessions of the legisla-

ture, the Maryland Sierra Club has testi-
fied in favor of a bill which would con-
trol these four pollutants.  We intend to
do so again this year. We are heartened
by the fact that so many of our environ-
mental allies in Maryland and around the
country are joining us. Reinforcements!
Hooray!

In the U.S. Senate, a nearly identi-
cal bill, the McCain Lieberman bill,
would control these same four pollutants.
This bill got a vote last year and although
it did not garner a majority, it did a lot
better than most people predicted. We
will lobby the senators who are likely con-
verts and try again. Mercury and global
warming have been in the news a lot
lately, so we are hoping to capitalize on
citizens’ concern, and the resulting legis-
lative concern, about these pollutants.

For more information on the 4Ps
bill, contact Charlie Garlow  at 301-593-
9823.
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study of ozone (smog) and mercury emis-
sions. If these exceed air quality standards,
Mirant must reduce the level of these
pollutants.

The three Maryland plants (in
Charles, Montgomery and Prince
George’s Counties) which currently have
no NOx limits will have limits imposed.
The air quality improvements must be
made at the Mirant facilities, not through
trading of emission credits. This will en-
sure that the air gets cleaner in this re-
gion of the Mid-Atlantic area.

 Mirant must also complete several
environmental projects at the Potomac
River plant, which will cost at least $1
million, to reduce more than 47 tons an-
nually from the Alexandria plant’s ash si-
los, trucks, coal piles and other equip-
ment. The power plant also must pay a civil
penalty of $500,000 to be divided evenly
between Virginia and the United States.

 VEPCO Cleanup Upwind of Us
The Mirant case  follows on the heels of
an even bigger settlement with Virginia
Electric Power Company (VEPCO) of a
lawsuit brought by Virginia, several New
England states and the U.S. EPA.
VEPCO must spend $1.2 billion by 2013
to install controls to remove 237,000 tons
of sulfur dioxide (SO

2
) and nitrogen ox-

ide (NOx) emissions annually from eight
coal-fired plants in Virginia and West
Virginia. The company must pay a fine
of $5.3 million and spend at least $10.9
million on environmentally beneficial
projects, including at least $3 million on
special projects to make up for the im-
pact of past emissions on downwind
states. These projects include reducing
emissions from diesel engines (including
school buses), installing photovoltaic cells
on municipal buildings, purchasing con-
servation easements to preserve environ-
mentally sensitive areas, and providing

alternative-fueled vehicles for use in
Virginia’s Shenandoah National Park.

October Tour of Solar Homes
Was a Great Success
For the second consecutive year, the Tour
of Solar Homes in  Greater Washington,
D.C./Maryland/Virginia, sponsored by
the Maryland Sierra Club and other sup-
porters of solar energy, allowed interested
people two days of viewing solar homes.

Hundreds of people nosed around
in straw bale, super-insulated homes; un-
derground and dome homes; and homes
with photovoltaic  solar cells and solar hot
water panels. Passive solar homes and
stoves which burn pelletized wood (from
sawdust) were on display. Zillions of ques-
tions were asked and answered.

It is a measure of the tour’s success
that it was held for two days.  In previous
years, it was held on only one day, as is
typical of the solar home tours held in
other states as part of the National Tour
of Solar Homes, coordinated by the
American Solar Energy Society
(www.ases.org) on the first Saturday in
October each year. Last year 35,000 visi-
tors toured solar and energy efficient
homes in 800 communities in 45 states,
and ours was one of the best!  This year’s
tally of tour participants isn’t in yet, but we
expect it to be even bigger than last year’s.

Every home on the tour features
energy-efficient features of one sort or an-
other. We hope that those who go on the
tour will be inspired to retrofit their ex-
isting homes, or incorporate solar  fea-
tures in a new home.

 If you want to help with more solar
and energy-efficient home touring. call
Charlie Garlow at 301-593-9823.

Solar Grant Money Coming to
Maryland in 2005
Fired up about solar? The Maryland En-
ergy Administration has announced that

it has grant money starting in 2005. Ap-
ply early before the moo-la runs out! You
can get up to $2,000 for a solar hot water
system, $3,000 for residential solar pho-
tovoltaic (PV) cells, and up to $5,000 for
non-residential PV, such as for schools,
churches or businesses. These grants will
pay 20 percent of your system, so you will
have to come up with 80 percent of the
money yourself. This grant program is
replacing the expiring tax credit program.
Check out www.energy.state.md.us for
more details.

Big Wheel Truckers for Clean Air
Truckers often stop at truck stops and
catch some zzz’s, and if it is hot or cold,
they run their diesel engines with the heat
or air conditioning on to stay comfort-
able. But all that dieseling pollutes the
air. Sometimes it can even kill the trucker
with carbon monoxide if there are leaks
into the cab.

Now, a truck stop in New Jersey
(California already has a lot of these) has
installed a system that will allow truckers
to turn off their trucks, hook up a long
yellow tube to a truck window, and re-
ceive heat, cooling, satellite television, and
even internet access. New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection Com-
missioner Bradley M. Campbell says that
if the systems become common and die-
sel emissions are substantially reduced,
“We can save more lives, avoid more pre-
mature deaths than if we were to prevent
every homicide and motor vehicle acci-
dent in the state.”

Which Maryland Sierra Club activ-
ists would like to take on this project as
their very own? The role comes with your
own title: Truckin’ Momma (or Big
Daddy!).  Be a leader. It looks great on
your resume! 10-4 back door.  Call Charlie
Garlow at 301-593-9823 to get started.    ■
Charlie Garlow is the air and energy issues
chair for the Maryland Chapter.

(continued from page 10)
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Area Coal Plants to Clean Up
Their Act
Yahoo!

 Virginia, Maryland, and U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) en-
forcers wrung major clean-up concessions
from the Mirant Potomac River power
plant in Alexandria, Virginia, and three
plants in Maryland in September, 2004.
While some thought they could have held
out for more, the settlement requires im-
proved pollution-control technology and
reduced nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions,
which contribute to ozone pollution, acid
rain, particulates and nitrogen-loading of
the Chesapeake Bay.

 The deal will reduce NOx by
29,000 tons per year  by 2010. This is a
reduction from 45,000 tons to 16,000
tons per year. The decree also requires a

4Ps
As soon as the 4Ps bill gets a number
assigned, we will urge you to contact
your state delegates and senators and
tell them you want the 4Ps bill passed.
In fact, why not start right now and
urge your delegates to support the bill
by signing on as co-sponsors.

How to contact your delegates/sena-
tor:
Go to www.mlis.state.md.us and click
on “contact your legislator” to see in-
structions for e-mailing or calling.
Don’t be afraid to call; the secretaries
are accustomed to taking messages
from citizens. Even if you get the del-
egate/senator on the line, which
DOES happen, they are all friendly,
even our opponents, and will thank
you for your input.

Call1-800-492-7122 (toll free).
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With the Bush administration poised to finalize weak
air pollution standards for power plant smokestacks, a
new Clear the Air survey released today by MaryPIRG
shows massive air pollution problems across the U.S.

The Washington, D.C. metropolitan area had the
13th highest level of smog pollution. The Baltimore met-
ropolitan area had the 12th highest level of soot pollu-
tion among major U.S. cities in 2003.

Power plants are the nation’s largest industrial
source of air pollution, contributing 23 percent of smog-
forming nitrogen oxide emissions and 67 percent of
soot-forming sulfur dioxide emissions nationwide, ac-
cording to EPA data. Motor vehicles also are a major
source of nitrogen oxide emissions. This report comes
as the Bush administration prepares to finalize weak and
delayed air pollution standards for power plants in the
Eastern U.S., while opening up new loopholes in the
law. The plan would prevent future cleanup efforts,
weaken protections in parks and wilderness areas, let
power plants emit more than 1.5 times more smog- and
soot-forming pollution than the Clean Air Act allows,
and not take full effect until 2015.

“Time and again the Bush administration has fa-
vored big energy companies over science and public
health. The administration should reverse course and
clean up dangerous power plant pollution,” stated
MaryPIRG field organizer Chris Fick.

Much as sunburn affects the skin, smog burns the
lungs and airways, affecting even a healthy person’s abil-
ity to breathe and causing a host of respiratory prob-
lems, including asthma attacks, increased susceptibility
to respiratory infections, and decreased lung function.
In Washington D.C., smog triggers 130,000 asthma at-
tacks a year. In Baltimore, smog triggers 86,000 asthma
attacks each year.

Soot is an even more dangerous pollutant because
the tiny particles can lodge deep in the lungs or pass
directly into the bloodstream, causing serious respira-
tory and cardiovascular problems, including heart at-
tacks, lung cancer, and premature death. In Baltimore,
soot pollution from power plants alone causes an esti-
mated 496 non-fatal heart attacks and 357 premature
deaths each year. In the D.C. area, soot from power
plants alone causes an estimated 851 non-fatal heart
attacks and 515 premature deaths.

The report includes preliminary smog data for 19
states and the District of Columbia for 2004, which,

like 2003, has had a relatively mild summer. Yet, ozone
levels still exceeded EPA’s eight-hour health standard
602 times and the one-hour standard 84 times so far in
2004, including 22 eight-hour violations in the Balti-
more metropolitan area and 47 eight-hour violations in
the D.C. area.

“We can’t depend on the weather to protect us from
polluted air. But we can, and the Bush administration
should, dramatically cut the smokestack pollution that
causes unhealthy smog levels,” said MaryPIRG’s Chris Fick.

MaryPIRG called the Bush administration’s record
on air pollution “dismal,” noting that President Bush
reversed his campaign pledge to cap global warming
pollution from power plants and has promoted numer-
ous policies to weaken clean air protections, including
the most significant rollback of the Clean Air Act in the
law’s 34-year history. That policy, finalized in Septem-
ber 2003, allows old coal-fired power plants to virtually
rebuild without ever installing modern pollution con-
trols, further extending the lives of about 550 outdated
plants that emit 98 percent of the smog-forming nitro-
gen oxide emissions and 99 percent of the soot-form-
ing sulfur dioxide emissions from power plants.

MaryPIRG called on the Bush administration to
substantially strengthen, accelerate, and finalize its pro-
posal to cap soot- and smog-forming pollutants from
power plants in the Eastern U.S. to adequately protect
public health and comply with the Clean Air Act.

However, MaryPIRG also said that the problem
can be addressed at a state level.

“There are solutions on the table. Annapolis could
take care of this situation. Congress has been deadlocked
for years. We can’t wait any longer,” said Chris Fick.

MaryPIRG called on delegates and senators to en-
dorse two bills to reduce air pollution. The Four-Pol-
lutant Bill proposed by Delegate Jim Hubbard (Dis-
trict-23a) would significantly reduce emissions from
power plants. The Clean Cars Act proposed by Del-
egate Elizabeth Bobo (District-12b) and Senator Sharon
Grosfeld (District-18) would put cleaner cars, such as
the popular hybrid vehicles, on our roads.

“These two acts would significantly reduce the
amount of smog and soot in our air, and would im-
prove the health of Maryland’s citizens,” said Fick.   ■

The Maryland Chapter is supporting the Clean Cars and Four
Pollutants bills.  See pages 10_11 for more information.

Baltimore Area Ranks 12th for the Worst Air Pollution among Major
U.S. Cities; Bush Plan Favors Energy Companies over Public Health

Air and Energy

The Maryland General Assembly
meets in Annapolis each year for 90
days to act on more than 2,300 bills
including the State’s annual budget.

The 419th Session begins January 12,
2005 and adjourns April 11, 2005.

With each legislative session, the
environmental community sponsors
the Environmental Summit to
discuss priority issues for the legisla-
tive session.

The summit this year will be on
Monday, January 17 in the
Miller Senate Office Building starting
at 2 p.m.

For more information please
call Laurel Imlay  at 301-277-7111.
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By Joan Zacharias — Google “grass-fed
beef ” these days and you’re likely to see it
described as everything from “old-fash-
ioned goodness,” and “meat without the
guilt” to “the right thing to do.”

Naturally, ranchers, farmers and res-
taurateurs anxious to profit from chang-
ing consumer tastes are singing grass-fed
beef ’s praises, but so are many environ-
mentalists, food activists, and proponents
of local, organic, sustainable agriculture.
A Sierra Club E-File tells us, “By buying
beef conscientiously, you can [occasion-
ally] enjoy a fine steak and help steer mod-
ern agriculture in the right direction.”

What has changed since 1992, when
Jeremy Rifkin called cattle “our greatest
ecological threat,” contributing to defor-
estation, global warming, hunger, range-
land degradation, wildlife destruction,
world hunger, heart disease, and ineffi-
cient water and grain usage?

While there is no doubt that grass–
not corn–is the natural diet of cows, can
we really have our steak and save the
planet, too?

The Sierra Club’s Sustainable Con-
sumption Committee has been grappling
with this question. We welcome input
from Club members as we launch the
True Cost of Food campaign, which en-
courages a shift toward plant-based, lo-
cal, and organic food. Recently, we spoke
to Danielle Nierenberg, a staff researcher
at Worldwatch Institute and an expert on
the environmental impact of food.

JZ: In recent years we’ve been hearing a
lot about grass-fed beef. How are grain-
fed beef and grass-fed beef production
different or similar, in terms of inputs and
impacts?
Danielle Nierenberg: Most cattle,
whether they’re grass-fed or factory
farmed their entire lives, start off on pas-
ture. The problem with factory-farmed
beef is that near the end of their lives
they’re fed a very high-protein, dense diet

of corn and soybeans. Because cattle are
ruminants, they’re not really equipped to
digest that high-protein feed, so a lot of
digestive problems result from that. They
fart a lot and produce a lot of gross ma-

nure, and that contributes to methane
and greenhouse gases.

So on the environmental side, what’s

coming out of the cattle is not so good
for the environment, and what’s going in
is not so good. All the corn and soybeans
that are grown in monocultures—not
only in the U.S. but now in Brazil and
other developing countries—to feed all
these cattle are displacing native vegeta-
tion or native crops that people were
growing to subsist on.

Grass-fed beef, on the other hand,
is raised on mostly pasture, with very little
grain. Those farmers are much smaller

Grass-Fed Beef: Solution or Diversion?
than the feedlot farmers, and so pasture-
raised beef can help keep small farmers
in business. It’s a growing niche market
right now that all of us are hearing a lot
more about. Those farmers are tapping

into something that people are interested
in, because grass-fed beef is healthier, has
leaner flesh, and is typically not full of

antibiotics and hormones and all the
other chemicals that cows in feedlots get.

JZ:  When we talk about feeding a grow-
ing human population grass-fed beef,
where would we get the land to raise all
these cows on pasture? Couldn’t the land
be used for something else? For example,
grass could be harvested for biomass fuel
or restoring wildlife habitat.
DN: It’s not a question of where you get
land. What people have to realize is that

the current system of meat production
isn’t working. What it means for consum-
ers is that we all have to start eating less
meat than we currently do. The cheap
hamburgers that you buy at McDonald’s
are a product of a system that can grow
corn and soybeans, put them in animals,
stick them in feedlots and process them.
Whether we’re raising animals on this
corn and soybeans or raising them on
grass, we all just have to stop eating as
much meat and realize that it’s expensive
no matter what way you produce it, in
terms of land pressures, or all the food
safety problems with the animals in feed-
lots, and all the water that it takes. It’s a
highly resource-intensive system. Meat
used to be a luxury, for special occasions.
I think we’ve taken for granted what re-
ally goes into it.

JZ:  At any given moment, we have 1.3
billion cattle on earth–many crowded
into factory farms and feedlots. Is there
enough land to graze all of them
sustainably on their natural diet?
DN: Oh, no! We wouldn’t want to, I don’t
think! That gets back to what I was say-
ing before: We’ve just got to stop eating
so much meat. That’s what it boils down
to. You cannot go into McDonald’s and
pay 99 cents for a hamburger anymore.
That is not sustainable. I don’t even think
it’s ethical. The system is set up in such a
way that that hamburger is so cheap be-
cause there are all these other factors that
make it cheap when it really shouldn’t be
that inexpensive. I think that’s the prob-
lem. We need to…really think about what
we’re doing. The obesity epidemic is now
global. One in four people are obese
worldwide—there’s something wrong
there.

JZ:  The world’s population is expected
to grow to 8 or 9 billion by 2020. Can
the planet sustain this many people eat-

(continued on page 14)

Food and Farming
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The natural diet of cattle is grass, not corn or soybeans.
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ing the way most Americans do?
DN: I wouldn’t want the whole world to
eat like we do. Do we want to keep eat-
ing Chicken McNuggets and cheap ham-
burgers, or do we want to eat food that
enriches our own health and the health
of the planet? The fact that a hamburger
is 99 cents, but then organic broccoli is
$3.99/pound—there’s something wrong
there.

JZ:  What do you see as a sustainable diet
for the planet? And, if you like, could you
discuss why you eat the way you do?
DN:  My thinking on this has evolved,
from mainly being concerned about the
welfare of animals to being concerned
about my own health to being concerned
about the health of the entire world. I’m
vegan, or try to be as vegan as I can, and
I try to buy organic vegetables. I work at
a friend’s farm, I work at a farmer’s mar-
ket, and I’m very interested in the entire
food system. But not everyone can do
that. Low-income people are forced to
buy their groceries at convenience stores
and fried chicken places. I think there’s
not a lot of food justice. There’s no “food
democracy” for many people because they
don’t have access to a farmer’s market
where they can buy that organic broccoli.

JZ:  Won’t some of us Earthlings have to
be vegetarian or vegan in order for the
planet to maintain 8 to 9 billion people?
DN: We as a society, as a global commu-
nity, have to start changing our eating
practices, or the results are not going to
be too nice. The fact that factory farm-
ing is taking off in developing countries
like China is a problem. China can’t sup-
port factory farming because of the wa-
ter issue they have there. The country will
literally run out of water not only because
of the water needed to grow the grain to
feed these animals but also the water
needed to sustain them once they’re in
the feedlot if they’re factory farmed.

It’s a question of “how can my diet
enrich the planet, my health, and local
livelihoods—the farmers who are grow-
ing it?” I think those are the three most
important things that people need to
think about.

JZ:  From a policy angle, what should be
the priorities of the environmental move-
ment on this issue?
DN: Getting rid of the horrible environ-
mental subsidies that encourage really bad
practices, whether it’s growing those mo-
nocultures or giving big agribusinesses
subsidies to build pesticide or insecticide
plants in developing countries, or subsi-
dies that encourage factory farms to be
built in Iowa or North Carolina or wher-
ever else they’re built because there’s no
“polluter pays” policy.

So what’s been happening in North
Carolina is that the pig operations can
go in there, create a lot of waste, fill la-
goons, and then just leave them—just
shut down the plant and leave them–and
they’re not really responsible for the waste.
You can treat animals any way you want,
you can treat the environment any way
you want, and you’re not responsible for
whatever food safety problems that come
about as a result of your practices. That’s
not right.

JZ: Do you think the environmental
movement should get involved in point-
ing out, like our campaign, the true costs
of food and educating the public about
that? If so, how far should the environ-
mental community go in prescribing per-
sonal changes or more sustainable ways
of living?
DN: I think that’s what’s been missing.
We can tell you about all these really bad
problems, but what consumers need now
are solutions—even if they don’t take it
all the way, even if they don’t become
vegans or live in a hut, there are little
things that everyone can do.  I think our

role is to show them that it doesn’t have
to be hard or scary, that there are little
things you can do that will not only help
the environment but also will enrich your
life and make your life better.    ■

Joan Zacharias is a member of the Sierra
Club’s national Sustainable Consumption
Committee. A Club member since 1992,
she also serves on the Atlantic Chapter (NY)
ExComm Steering Committee, Farm &
Food Committee, and Biodiversity/Vegetar-
ian Outreach Committee. To comment on
the issues presented in this article or for more
information on the True Cost of Food cam-
paign, e-mail joanzach@mhcable.com.

(continued from page 13)
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Grass-Fed Beef:  How can my diet enrich the planet, my health, and local livelihoods?
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It’s the holiday season once again.  In the
over-stressed times we live in can we pause
and do better to put thanks and love back
into our holiday celebrations?  The Sus-
tainable Consumption Committee’s
(SCC) True Cost of Food Campaign
makes it clear that our choice of food,
now more than ever during the holiday
season, affects our earth, our health and
what we leave as a legacy to our children
and our children’s children.  Let’s pause

and think about where the food we eat
came from and at what cost to the envi-
ronment.

What is EWhat is EWhat is EWhat is EWhat is Eco-Cco-Cco-Cco-Cco-Cuisine?uisine?uisine?uisine?uisine?
In his book, Eco-Cuisine: An Ecological
Approach to Gourmet Vegetarian Cook-
ing, author Ron Picarski writes, “Ecol-
ogy is an awareness of the interrelation-
ships between living organisms and their
environment.  Eco-Cuisine is about the
human diet and its relationship to our
personal health and the natural environ-
ment.  We must begin to look at food as
a route back to nature and a way to un-
derstand our connections with natural
cycles.  We need to live in harmony with
nature and within our biological bound-
aries that are part of that natural system.”

During This HDuring This HDuring This HDuring This HDuring This Holiday Soliday Soliday Soliday Soliday Season Leteason Leteason Leteason Leteason Let’’’’’sssss
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A delicious cooked meal, especially
if it’s shared with friends and family, pro-
vides nourishment for the spirit as well
as the body.  Food that is locally grown
by organic farmers is healthy for our com-
munities and local economy.  Respecting
the earth and its animals when produc-
ing and eating food creates the harmony
that we seek in relating to each other and
our planet and allows us truly to celebrate
in a way that honors our earth and each
other.  Historically, food was a celebra-
tion of life:  Growing, preparing and eat-
ing the fruits of the field were once one
of the strangest ties to community spirit.

As Sierra Club members, we can lead
the way.  This year invite your friends,
neighbors and family members to a low
impact, cruelty-free holiday meal that is
mindful of its origins and the connections
that bind us all to a sustainable planet.   ■
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by Elaine Friebele —  Everyone loves box turtles. Their
shells are beautiful and their behavior is gentle and calm.
It is not uncommon, and often a joy, to encounter a
box turtle while hiking in a forest, park, or preserve. As
children, we may have kept one as a pet. But sadly, popu-
lations of this once-common turtle are being threatened
by loss of habitat and by people who collect them from
the wild. If things don’t change, say experts, box turtles
could become rare, endangered animals, relegated to
isolated pockets of undisturbed land.

Growing development is rapidly destroying for-
ested land needed by box turtles. These animals gener-
ally roam over an area of about two to 12 acres to find
food, water, hibernating and nesting sites, and mates.
Roads fragment their habitat, cutting them off from
food sources and potential mates and increasing the
chances that they will be killed by vehicles. Their popu-
larity is also working against them. The attitude that
everyone has a right to take a box turtle home from the
wild results in depletion of their populations, and a low-
ered ability to reproduce.

Long-term studies in several states have docu-
mented the decline of local box turtle populations. “Re-
markably, when box turtle populations were studied long
enough, unnoticed declines became apparent,” says
William Belzer, a herpetologist and retired faculty mem-
ber of Clarion College in Pennsylvania. “‘High’ densi-
ties, originally deemed adequate for long term popula-
tion stability, were, in hindsight, too low to enable re-
bound from losses.”

Box turtles don’t reach sexual maturity until they
are about 10 years old. A female lays only three to four
eggs each year; eggs and hatchlings, which are eaten by
predators, rarely survive. Although box turtles may pro-
duce several hundred eggs during a typical lifetime of
60 to 80 years, only about
two or three
hatchlings
w i l l

reach adulthood.
Even in undisturbed areas, box turtles have trouble

making a comeback when their population is reduced.
At the Patuxent Wildlife Refuge near Laurel, Maryland,
scientists traced the decline of a box turtle population
living in a flood plain from a density of about 10 turtles
per acre during the 1940s to its present density of only
2.5 per acre. Researchers tentatively attribute a large drop
in the numbers in 1975 to the effects of Hurricane Agnes
(in 1972), which flooded that area for a prolonged pe-
riod of time. By 1995, the numbers had begun to im-
prove. “The numbers are starting to come back, but it’s
taken 20 years for this population to begin to recuper-
ate,” says Paula Henry, a biologist with the US Geo-
logical Survey who manages the study. “These results
show that box turtles cannot withstand continuous pres-
sures on their populations.”

“Because male turtles locate their mates visually,
relatively high densities of turtles are needed to sustain
reproduction in a population,” says Zack Miller, state
herpetologist in Indiana. He cites a study in Wisconsin
showing that removing only one adult per year can drive
a population to eventual extinction.

CCCCCollection Lollection Lollection Lollection Lollection Limited in Simited in Simited in Simited in Simited in Some Some Some Some Some Statestatestatestatestates
Private citizens can legally collect box turtles in thirteen
of the twenty-four states where the turtles are native,
according to Sandy Barnett, president of the Mid-At-
lantic Turtle and Tortoise Society (MATTS). Some states
limit the number to one or two animals. In South Caro-
lina, it is still legal to commercially collect and sell east-
ern box turtles.

Scattered evidence that we’re losing box turtles has
prompted some states to change their regulations. Indi-

ana has just joined Ohio, New York, and New
Jersey in banning box turtle collection from
the wild.

In Pennsylvania, it is legal to collect
two box turtles per person per day from the wild—

a removal rate that could propel many
populations toward extinction. The
Governor Pinchot Group of the Penn-
sylvania Sierra Club has launched a cam-

paign to convince the state’s Fish and Boat
Commission to outlaw box turtle collecting.

Adam Coffman, leader of the campaign, says that the
commission has not performed any studies of the box
turtle’s status in Pennsylvania, yet it claims that anec-

dotal evidence is not adequate for proving the decline
of box turtles. “Without the agency doing any studies,
I fear that box turtles will eventually become endan-
gered in Pennsylvania before any action is taken,” he
says.

In Maryland, a private citizen may legally possess
one eastern box turtle, dead (the shell) or alive, without
a permit. That animal may have been collected from
the wild in Maryland, produced from captive breeding,
or obtained from outside Maryland (either from the
wild or captive breeding). Turtles kept by private citi-
zens must have a carapace (upper shell) length of four
inches. Two years ago, members of MATTS and other
concerned citizens met with the Maryland Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) and requested that the state
prohibit the private collection of box turtles from the
wild. A final decision is due from DNR in 2005.

BoBoBoBoBox Tx Tx Tx Tx Turururururtles as Ptles as Ptles as Ptles as Ptles as Petsetsetsetsets
People who take box turtles from the wild may not think
about how long the animal is going to live. “Adopting a
box turtle as a pet could easily represent a three-genera-
tion commitment by a family!” says Barnett. “Although
children commonly keep them as pets, these animals
can only do well with significant adult involvement in
pen set-up and dietary planning.”

Keeping any reptile in captivity is a bad idea, says
Susan Hagood, wildlife issues specialist of the Humane
Society. “Their care is too complicated to ensure that
the animal will live a healthy life. Except for the few
reptiles kept by experienced rehabilitators and trained
hobbyists, the vast majority kept as pets have an abbre-
viated life, deprived of proper diet, light, temperature
and activity.”

When a turtle has outstayed its welcome by stay-
ing alive for 10 or 20 years, owners may want to release
it back into the wild. However, box turtles are home-
bodies, staying true to their original home range area. If
they are released outside of this range, says Barnett, “they
will often attempt to find familiar surroundings, possi-
bly putting themselves in grave danger. There is some
evidence that animals placed in a new area seem to have
more difficulty locating food and water.”

William Belzer has established a turtle reserve in
Pennsylvania and populated it with box turtles that have
been collected as pets and then released or moved for
other reasons. He and his staff monitor the turtles us-

(continued on page 16)
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Collection of Box Turtles Threatens Native Populations



CCCCChesaphesaphesaphesaphesapeakeakeakeakeakeeeee 1616161616 WWWWWinininininttttter 2004er 2004er 2004er 2004er 2004_____20052005200520052005

By Bill Bartlett — Guilty!  Yes I am guilty,
of paying too much attention to one par-
ticular fish: the striped bass, a magnifi-
cent fish. It is olive on the very top, with
silver sides and seven to nine lateral stripes
along the sides of the streamlined-look-
ing body. It is also a good fighting fish at
the end of a line. It has become a great
fish to place on the dinner table. You only
need to catch one nice-sized one to have
a meal, whereas it takes several spot or

perch to equal one nice striped bass.  It
was also a popular fish with the commer-
cial fishery. 

Because of all these good qualities
and the popularity of the fish, they be-
came scarce. What caused the
moratorium? For five years we were not
allowed to keep any striped bass. The big-
gest complaint was overfishing. Certainly
there were other problems: Dams that
didn’t allow the fish to reach their spawn-
ing grounds; water quality that’s been get-
ting worse each year; disappearing wet-
lands.   Forage fish (menhaden, silver-
sides, and anchovies) are no longer at the
high levels they were in the past. This was
my first wake-up call. What was wrong
that this moratorium had to
happen? Who was going to look into
it? What was going to be done to correct
it?  It was a time to speak up. 

After the five-year moratorium, the
striped bass came back in good enough

An Angler Reflects on a Fish and a River

Guilty

numbers to allow some fishing. I tried to
speak about the striped bass after the
moratorium, only to learn that there was
a popular belief among the watermen here
in the Chesapeake Bay region that the
striped bass were eating too many
crabs. They wanted to catch more striped
bass. It then became apparent that there
were many things wrong. Many things
about the Bay were out of balance. As I
looked back over my time on the Potomac

River, things became clearer. Some were
just little things that I thought were of
not much consequence as long as I could
still catch a rock (striped bass) once in
awhile.

 One thing was the grass. I remem-
ber many times on the river when grass
was all rolled up at the high-tide
mark. But one day I noticed that it wasn’t
there anymore. Maybe I should have spo-
ken up then, but I didn’t. There was time
when the grass was so thick that in many
places you couldn’t even move your
boat. If you started the motor, the grass
wrapped around the prop and killed the
engine. People with boats and marinas
complained loudly. They started a pro-
gram to come to those areas with the most
grass and put chemicals into the water to
kill it.   I should have spoken up, but I
didn’t really think there was a problem
just because the grasses were gone. I didn’t

ing radio telemetry. If the turtles begin
to move beyond the boundaries of the
reserve, they are gently brought back.
“The great majority of our box turtles per-
sistently abandoned the habitat, no mat-
ter how often they were retrieved,” Belzer
says. “In 2000, we began to allow those
individuals to continue their out-migra-
tion, so long as they did not move into
dangerous areas, to see if any might fi-
nally adopt a home range in neighboring
woods or wetlands, or even return to the
confines of the preserve. The discourag-
ing discovery is that very few did.”

In Maryland, it is illegal to release a
turtle that has been held in captivity for
more than 30 days. Furthermore, it must
have been held in strict quarantine from
all other reptiles and amphibians to en-
sure that it is not carrying harmful patho-
gens, and it must be released at or near
the point of capture.
EEEEEducation is Kducation is Kducation is Kducation is Kducation is Keeeeeyyyyy

Making box turtle collection illegal
may discourage some people from pick-
ing them up from the wild, but educa-
tion is also needed. “I believe that it is
imperative to teach children and adults
about box turtles,” says Barnett. “Every-
one has a role to play in the future of these
animals. The more they know about
them, the more I believe they will care
about their future. Parents can also teach
their children that it is not OK to bring
home box turtles,” says Barnett. “Watch
and enjoy them in the wild.” Soon,
MATTS will make a computer-based
educational program on the natural his-
tory and conservation of the eastern box
turtles available to middle and high
schools.

If we can leave these sturdy, yet vul-
nerable animals to roam their familiar
habitat, live out their long lives, and re-
produce, perhaps we can slow their de-
cline. We must also work to protect their
habitat.    ■

(continued from page 15)
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Box Turtles Endangered by
Popularity with Collectors

(continued on page 17)
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Guilty:  Reflections on a Fish and a River
(continued from page 16)

understand, then, how important the
grasses were to the ecological balance of
the river.

After that there were the periwinkles;
little shells found on the beach. My
daughters and I used to go down to the
river shore in the evening to see who could
find the most. One day they were all
gone. I should have spoken up then too,
but I didn’t. 

Some days the river turned differ-
ent colors. It might be the color of ma-
hogany, or  sometimes it was green. The
crabs didn’t like this water.  They came
to the shore. At the time I didn’t know
why, but I should have found out more.
I didn’t. I remember when you could
wade out into the water and see your feet,
or, if you were crabbing, you could see
all the way down to the bottom if you
weren’t in too deep. Now you can only
see about two feet down, on a good day. I
should have spoken up.

When I would go fishing in the past,
I could always count on catching one of
those oyster toads; a fitting name for such
a fish. It really does look like a toad with
a fishtail and fins but no legs. Sorry,
Mother Nature, but this really is an ugly
fish.  It is edible, but only a small por-
tion behind the head. Now it seems to be
gone. I hardly ever see one anymore.
What happened to them? They weren’t a
commercial fish or a sport fish. Maybe I
should tell somebody about the disap-
pearance of the oyster toads.

This reminds me of a human story,
which I’m adapting here from  Rev. Mar-
tin Niemoller’s original version: “There
was a time when they came and took
people away because they were of a cer-
tain religion, but I didn’t say anything be-
cause I wasn’t that religion. Then they
came for people of a certain color, but I
didn’t say anything because I wasn’t that
color. Then they came for the people of
a certain nationality, but I didn’t say any-

thing because I wasn’t that
nationality. Then they came for me and
there was nobody left to speak for me.”

Who is going to speak for the river? 
Who is going to care about one little ugly
fish? Who cares what happens to some
grasses?  Why worry about one little ani-
mal like the periwinkle, who lives in a
shell? As the Potomac River deteriorates,
we lose all those who would speak for the
river. First to go are the people who made

a living from the river. As resources
slump, there is less to catch and some find
other ways to make a living. Also those
who fished and crabbed for recreation will
stop and find other pursuits to occupy
their time. Everyone who enjoyed swim-
ming in the river will think more about
where they stick their toes in water that
is green or red. Some will no longer eat
the fish, crabs, or oysters—if you can find
any—because they contain contaminants. 

That started some years ago, with
the Pfiesteria scare. People said that was
the last fish they would eat from the
river. When areas are put off limits for
shellfish due to sewage spills or some other
spill, this makes people think. Where do
these shellfish come from? Do I want to
eat them? Is it worth taking a
chance? Now there are fish with lesions.
It is obvious that no one wants to eat
them, nor can the commercial fishermen
sell them. There are those who are just

Where the Wild Things Are

happy to be able to flush their toilets.
With all the trials facing each of us

in today’s world, how do you convince
someone that it is important to give con-
sideration to an ugly fish or to grass that
grows in the water? Each thing that we
lose in the river is one little piece. As we
lose the little pieces, it can add up to los-
ing the whole river. The river is part of
the bay. Lose the river and we lose part of
the Bay. Then the Bay will affect the

ocean. Just as the river is a web of living
things, so too are the oceans. They need
to be kept clean and in balance. All of us
on the East Coast of the United States
should keep in mind that 70 percent of
striped bass are created in the Chesapeake
Bay.

Many businesses are associated with
resources from the river, directly and
indirectly. Even they are now feeling
ripples through the economy because of
a deteriorating river. Many groups have
some input into what happens on the
river, in the Chesapeake Bay, and in other
water bodies around the world. The ques-
tion is: Are things getting better because of
this input? In most cases the answer is no.

Trying to feed and house the world’s
population has caused deterioration to
our land, air and water. It has become
such a problem that the individual no
longer has control over much that
happens. These problems facing us today

must be placed in the hands of those in
the state and federal governments to take
some action. I’m speaking up now, late
or not. The waterways of the world need
help. We know what is needed; we just
need to do it.    ■
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by Lisa M. Mayo — As a driver, few
things are more distressing than acciden-
tally hitting an animal with your car —
that sickening bump or thud followed by
confirmation in the rearview mirror that
you did indeed hit something living,
which now lies motionless in the road.
Even though conscientious drivers do
their best to avoid animals, there are still
days when even the most careful driver
would swear that the animal must have
had suicide on its mind as it crossed safely
to the shoulder only to recklessly zigzag
back into the path of the oncoming car,
seemingly determined to end its little ex-
istence.

But despite the sometimes baffling
behavior of wildlife, there are certain tips
that all of us can follow to reduce the
amount of roadkill on Maryland’s high-
ways. And a little education can go a long
way in reducing the chance that you will
ever experience that heart-clenching mo-
ment when you realize that you acciden-
tally ended an innocent life.

General Tips:
Most urban and suburban animals will,
at some point in their lives, be forced to
cross fast-moving lanes of traffic just so
they can reach food, mates, and better
habitat. To avoid colliding with these
animals, try to keep the following two tips
in mind:

Drive at the speed limit, especially
on roads bordering fields or natural habi-
tat, and at peak activity times like dawn
or dusk. This increases the chance that
you’ll have time to react when a deer or
another animal jumps into your path.

Keep trash inside your car. Cigarette
butts, food items, and wrappers that you
throw out your window are likely to at-
tract an animal to the roadside and in-
crease the possiblility of a collision.

The following section offers addi-
tional driving advice  based on the unique
behavior of some of Maryland’s most

common animals.

DDDDDeereereereereer
Over the last few years, the large number
of deer carcasses strewn across Maryland’s
roadways has given us ample visual evi-
dence of the state’s expanding white-tailed
deer population. According to the Mary-
land Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), “the deer population in Mary-
land went from the brink of extinction
during the early 1900s to an estimated
265,000 individuals today.” And with this
population surge has come an increase in
deer/vehicle collisions: The DNR reports
that in 2003 the deer mortality
rate from collision with
cars was 3,849 —
with Montgom-
ery County re-
porting the
m o s t
(2,083).

T h e
best way to
avoid a deer
collision is to
monitor your
speed, especially
in the early morn-
ing and late afternoon.
Deer use these times to
move from daytime resting areas to
evening feeding areas. Also watch your
speed whenever you see deer-crossing
signs as they indicate frequent sightings
in the area.

More deer tips:
◆  Exercise caution during seasons of high
deer activity. In spring, deer gravitate to
roadsides in search of new grass and road-
way salt, and in fall (especially October
through December), breeding deer are on
the move and can travel several miles out-
side their normal range.
◆  Stay alert for the eye-shine of deer as
they stand near the road at night.  One

of them may  suddenly jump into your
path. Slow down and beep your horn if
you want it to safely move away.
◆  Look out for  multiple deer trying to
cross the road at the same time, as they
often travel in groups.
◆   Maintain control of your car and care-
fully apply the brakes if a deer jumps into
the road. Most accidents occur when a
driver tries to swerve out of the way, only
to strike another car or the fleeing deer.
◆  Flash your headlights on and off to get
a deer moving if it freezes in front of your
car.

Bears
Thanks to successful con-

servation efforts and
more bear-friendly

habitat, the black
bear population
in western
Maryland is
on the rise.
Unfortunately,
so is the num-
ber of bears

killed on our
roads. The Mary-

land DNR reports
that 38 black bears were

killed on the state’s roads in
2003, up from 27 the previous year.

 Black bears become more active
during the spring and early summer,  ac-
cording to the DNR.  At this time, the
young bears are chased away by their
mothers so they’ll find a home of their
own. In June and July black bears are
breeding, so older males will travel longer
distances in search of a mate.

When driving near bear habitat, re-
member that bears eat roadside grass and
berries and could be hidden in roadside
thickets. Also remember that bear cubs
will follow a mother bear if she bolts into
the road, so watch for multiple animals.
Finally, be alert for drivers ahead of you

who have stopped in the road to look at
or photograph a bear.

Raccoons
Raccoons are mostly active at night and
are attracted to roadkill, so they are fre-
quently the victims of car collisions. Rac-
coon mothers travel with their young,
which is why you sometimes see several
dead raccoons on the road together. Drive
slowly by a raccoon to avoid spooking it
into the path of your car, and stay alert
for additional family members hanging
out near the road.

Opossums
Opossums are nocturnal and also feed on
roadkill, which leads to millions of them
getting killed on the roads each year.
Opossums are slow-moving, so reduce
your speed  to allow them to leave the
road. They also sometimes freeze —
much like deer do — so flash your lights
on and off to get their attention and to
encourage them to leave your path.

Skunks
Skunks have very poor eyesight and are
mostly nocturnal, and as a consequence
they are frequently hit by cars at night. If
you see a skunk by the road, slow down
to avoid frightening it, since alarming it
could cause the skunk to bolt into the
road or to spray its pungent secretion. In
spring and summer adult skunks might
be traveling with their young trailing
sometimes far behind them, so  watch  for
families

Woodchucks
Woodchucks (also called groundhogs) are
herbivores and are attracted to roadside
vegetation. It’s not uncommon to see a
woodchuck right beside the highway,
seemingly oblivious to the danger of
speeding cars. Woodchucks are slow mov-
ing, but can move onto the road unex-

(continued on page 19)

A Drive on the Wild Side
Reducing Roadkill:  A Guide for Maryland Drivers
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pectedly, so be alert if you see one eating
at the roadside.

Chipmunks, Squirrels & Rabbits
Chipmunks, squirrels, and rabbits are
especially challenging for drivers, because
they often exhibit the dismaying behav-
ior of moving toward the shoulder of the
road, then suddenly bolting back into the
path of your car. The key to understand-
ing them is to realize that they see your
moving car as a big metal predator, and
so will do what comes naturally — dart
back and forth in an unpredictable man-
ner in order to confuse and evade you.
Because of this behavior, speed does not
play a large factor in their deaths, as they
can just as easily be killed by a slow mov-
ing car as by a fast one. When you see
any of these animals, the best way to avoid
hitting them is to stop your car until
they’ve had a chance to safely leave the
road. Sometimes beeping your horn will
encourage them to leave a little faster.

Turtles and Snakes
Turtles live throughout the Chesapeake
Bay area and are often roadkill victims;
in fact, road mortality is one of the chief
causes of declining turtle populations
around the country. Turtles are vulner-
able because they sun themselves on the
roadside and also cross the road to breed,
lay eggs, and reach ponds. If you see one
trying to cross a road and you feel it’s safe
to do so, you should move the turtle from
the roadway by carrying it in the direc-
tion it was already heading.

Snakes are often hit because they like
to warm themselves on the road pave-
ment, so if you see a long, straight stick
in the road, consider that it might be a
slow-moving snake.

Dogs and Cats
If you are in an area where pets are about,
keep an eye out for dogs darting into the
road behind an object or small animal.

Each year, millions of cats are killed
by cars, mostly at night. The biggest prob-
lem with cats is that they reportedly con-
fuse  headlights with the car itself, so when
the lights pass by they enter the road and
risk being run over. Wait until the cat
clears the road before moving ahead.

Birds
Often a bird will fly directly across the
path of your car, and there is little you
can do to avert it. But when a bird is fly-
ing straight ahead of you, experts advise
you to slow down gradually — rather
than hitting your brakes — so your car
can provide the air current needed to lift
the bird over your windshield.

Woolly Bears
And finally, we can’t ignore some tiny
road-crossers — the numerous woolly

bears. These are the little dark caterpil-
lars you see crossing the road in the fall.
The woolly bear caterpillar is in fact the
larval form of the Isabella tiger moth.
Folklore says that the caterpillar’s thirteen
black and reddish-brown bands corre-
spond with the thirteen weeks of winter,
and you can tell the severity of the com-
ing winter by reading the bands. Accord-
ing to legend, the longer the black bands,
the colder the winter. Also, some believe
the hairier the woolly, the harsher the
winter. And why do they cross the road?
Because they’re searching for a good place
to spend the winter. So if  you see one
inching across the highway, try to aim
your wheels away from it, as it’s just look-
ing for a good winter home.

Automobiles are a relatively recent human
invention, and animals are adapting to

the threats that this metal predator brings
into their world. Please keep our fellow
creatures in mind the next time you think
about throwing an apple core out of your
car or speeding down a road surrounded
by natural habitat. By showing a little
consideration and compassion, we can
help to reduce the growing number of
deadly confrontations between animal
and machine.   ■

Thanks to Animal People magazine for per-
mission to reprint a number of their driv-
ing tips.

According to the Maryland Driver’s Handbook, the
lawful duty of a motorist striking and injuring a
domestic animal is  “ to immediately notify the
police department having jurisdiction in the area
where the crash occurred.  The police will contact
the proper agency to obtain medical care for the
animal.”

If you kill a small wild animal, the Humane Society
advises that you remove it from the road, but only
if you can do so in complete safety.  Removing it
from the road eliminates the risk that other
animals will be drawn into the road by the dead
animal.  If you can’t remove it and you feel it’s a
safety hazard, call the the local police on their
non-emergency number and they can arrange to
remove it.

If the small animal is injured and you decide to
help it, remember that it can easily panic and bite

you if distressed, and this carries the added risk of
rabies.  The safest action is to call police or a local
animal shelter.  However, if you decide to handle
the animal, use heavy gloves and a towel to put it
in a cardboard box,  and then transport it to an
animal shelter or veterinarian. (A paper bag is best
for transporting an injured bird.) You can visit the
Metro Pets website for a list of animal shelters and
animal control centers in DC, MD, and VA: http://
www.metropets.org/YellowPages/Orgs/ac.php

If you hit a deer, never attempt to touch it or
remove it from the road, as deer are powerful
animals and dangerous when injured. Turn on
your emergency flashers, and call the non-emer-
gency number of the local police to report the
animal’s location. Police will try to respond quickly
because the animal is a traffic hazard. If you can,
try to remain in the area until police are able to
arrive.

What If I Hit an Animal?

(continued from page 18)

A Drive on the Wild Side
Reducing Roadkill
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Invasive Species and Habitat Restoration

Caroline County
Adkins Arboretum
Adkins Arboretum in Caroline County
on Maryland’s Eastern Shore is seeking
volunteers to assist the staff in the removal
of invasive non-natives on the
Arboretum’s 400-acre site. Volunteers will
be trained by the Arboretum staff. Work-
days are Wednesday from 1pm to 3pm
or by arrangement. For more informa-
tion, contact Sylvan Kaufman at 410 634-
2847 x24
kaufman@adkinsarboretum.org.

Charles County
Ruth Swann Park and Chapman Forest
Dates: First Sundays, monthly
Time: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Remove invasive non-natives from the
200-acre Swann Park and 800 acre
Chapman State Park. There will be time
for plant identification and a beautiful
beach lunch. Participating organizations
include MNPS and Sierra Club. To em-
power ourselves, there are general meth-
ods and species-specific methods such as
best season for species, wet soil condition
for pulling, handouts, extent of area of
natives seen rescued, delayed gratification,
targeted use of herbicides, and matching
funds for staff to do what volunteers find
hard to do.

Directions: Meet at the Ruth B.
Swann Park-Potomac Branch Library
parking lot, 20 miles south of Washing-
ton Beltway (I-495) on Rt. 210 (Indian
Head Hwy). Give yourself 30 to 40 min-
utes from the Beltway.  Carpool Info:
Meet at Sierra Club Md. Chapter office
at 9:00 am; return 5:00 pm. Call Laurel
Imlay at 301-277-7111.  Bring gloves,
lunch, and water. Durable long sleeves
and pants recommended.  Contact: Marc
Imlay 301-283-0808. RSVP is welcome.

Howard County
Fort Meade exotic plant removal
A partnership between the Department
of the Army, the Maryland Native Plant

Society, the Maryland Chapter of the Si-
erra Club, and volunteers

Help remove Japanese Stilt Grass,
English Ivy, Garlic Mustard, Tree of
Heaven, Multiflora Rose, Crown Vetch,
Japanese Honeysuckle, Common Privet,
Phragmites, Asiatic Tearthumb, etc. You
will receive a short training session from
personnel from the Maryland Chapter of
the Sierra Club or the Maryland Native
Plant Society in the identification of, re-
moval and control techniques for non-
native invasive plants. People of all ages,
backgrounds and interests are invited to
spend a day outdoors, hand-pulling some
non-native weed populations while learn-
ing about the differences between native
and non-native plants and helping to pre-
serve the health and native wildlife of the
natural areas located on a U.S. Army in-
stallation.

Where and When:  Fort Meade Army In-
stallation, second Saturday of every
month at 10:00 a.m.
Directions: Take Route 175 East from the
295 Baltimore Washington Parkway. Take
Llewellyn Avenue South onto the instal-
lation. A Ft. Meade representative will
meet you at guard station to escort you
to work site. Contact Don Marquardt at
301-677-9185 / (410) 693-6083 cell /
marquardtd@emh1.ftmeade.army.mil
before showing up as access procedures
on to the post have changed.
Bring hand tools, gloves, lunch and wa-
ter. Long sleeves and pants recommended.

Middle Patuxent Environmental Area
Conservation Stewardship Project at the
Middle Patuxent Environmental Area
(MPEA) and elsewhere in Howard
County will be meeting in the spring.
Each trip will have an educational com-
ponent and a work component.

For information contact Aylene
Gard, 410-992-9889, or Robin Hessey,
rmhessey@umd.edu. The Conservation
Stewardship project is sponsored by
Howard County Recreation and Parks and

the Howard County Master Gardeners.

Montgomery County
Brookside Gardens
Weed Warriors are needed for the forested
areas surrounding the gardens.  You will
be given directions so that you may work
independently, weekends or weekdays, on
your own schedule.
Contact: Stacy Parsons 301-962-1417 or
stacy.parsons@mncppc-mc.org
Websites: www.BrooksideGardens.org
and/or www.MC-MNCPPC.org/envi-
ronment/weed_warriors/intro.shtm

Chevy Chase, Woodend Sanctuary
The Audubon Naturalist Society is seek-
ing volunteers to help remove invasive
non-native plants from its Woodend
Sanctuary, in Chevy Chase, MD, every
second Saturday of the month between 9
a.m. and noon. Volunteers will be trained
by staff and/or experienced volunteers.
Call 301-652-9188 x 30 for more infor-
mation or to sign up. Liz Jones and
Regina Sakaria/

 Montgomery County Parks
Weed Warriors Wanted!
The Maryland-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission’s (M-NCPPC)
Forest Ecologist is assembling a team of
volunteers (Weed Warriors) to monitor
and remove non-native invasive plant spe-
cies in Montgomery County Parks, and
we need your help! As a Weed Warrior
volunteer, you will receive a short train-
ing session from the Forest Ecologist in
the identification of, removal and con-
trol techniques for non-native invasive
plants. Weed Warriors can then work at
their own pace and choose a schedule that
best suits them. Many current Weed
Warriors live near a M-NCPPC Stream
Valley Park or Regional Park and do their
volunteer work while walking their dogs
or taking an occasional hike through their
neighborhood park. Whether you choose
to work individually or in a group, your
efforts will contribute to the control of

non-native vegetation in the 28,000 acres
of Montgomery County parkland. Con-
tact: Carole Bergmann, M-NCPPC For-
est Ecologist, at 301-949-2818 for more
info or to sign up.

Sligo Creek Park
“Friends of Sligo Creek” welcome your
help with invasives in this eight-mile
tributary of the Anacostia, running from
Silver Spring south into D.C. Work is
usually organized by section stewards and
features protection of ponds, floodplains,
upland woods, as well as narrow, urban-
ized sections. In cooperation with M-
NCPPC staff and the Weed Warrior pro-
gram, Sligo Friends sponsor work parties
and many small-group opportunities to
work together to uncover Sligo’s many
treasures and to work out techniques for
dealing with the usual range of invasives.
Project will need lots of volunteers for
spring 2005.  Contact: Sally Gagne
sgagne@starpower.net or Laura Mol 301-
681-9686 for more information.

Prince Georges County
Greenbelt Homes Inc Housing
Cooperative, Greenbelt
The Greenbelt Homes Inc. (GHI) hous-
ing cooperative in Old Greenbelt has 85.6
acres of stewardship forest as well as other
wooded parcels. The Woodlands Com-
mittee is actively involved with urban for-
estry management. Regular work sessions
for the removal/eradication of non-native
invasive plant species are scheduled
throughout the year. Also scheduled are
bird counts and plant identification semi-
nars and field experience.

The City of Greenbelt has passed,
in principle, a forest ordinance for large
parcels of its woodlands. The City is es-
tablishing a committee to work out the
management details. For more informa-
tion on GHI Woodlands Committee ac-
tivities, contact Mary Kingsley at
mkingsley@hotmail.com. Mary and her

continued on page 21)
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Invasive Species

husband, Roger, are also Sierra Club
members.

Greenbelt National Park, Greenbelt
Invasive Plant Removal first Saturday of
each month

Located just 12 miles from Wash-
ington D.C., Greenbelt Park  is a beloved
retreat from the city and an important
refuge for native plants and animals.
Come join us in defending Greenbelt
Park from encroachment by alien inva-
sive plant growth. Volunteers will be hand
pulling harmful non-native plants such
as Japanese honeysuckle, beefsteak mint,
mile-a-minute weed and garlic mustard.
People of all ages, backgrounds and in-
terests are invited to spend a fun day out-
doors while learning about the differences
between native and non-native plants and
helping to preserve the health and native
wildlife of this local natural area.

Bring lunch, drink, appropriate
clothing for weather.

Directions: From the beltway, take
Kenilworth Avenue south about 1/4 mile
to Greenbelt Rd, MD 193 (Kenilworth
goes under 193). Stay to the right so you
can take MD 193 East (a left to go over
Kenilworth) for only a few hundred yards
to the park entrance. Follow the signs to
the Sweetgum picnic area. Carpool from
College Park Shopping Center10:30am.
To sign up and for any questions and in-
formation about upcoming events, con-
tact Tom Crone at tomnjan@erols.com
or 301-864-1959

Belt Woods Wild Lands
Invasive Species Removal Project near
Bowie, MD.

600 acres of mature and transitional
forest as well as meadow/field habitats
with about 40 acres of virgin forest.  Please
join ongoing Sierra Club workgroups on
Saturdays, 9:00-12:00 forinvasive species
removal. Learn about the plants which
pose the greatest threats to the biodiversity
of this old-growth ecosystem. Learn first

hand what is unique about old-growth
ecosystems. Bring along your favorite field
guides to help identify plants, birds, in-
sects, reptiles and amphibians we may
come across during our work session.
Discuss why invasive species pose a threat
to our wild places, what is being done
about it, and what remains to be done.
Learn the history of Belt Woods and how
it was preserved to become the Belt
Woods Wildlands and meet other citizens
who care about preservation. Gloves and
tools provided. Bring water and snack.
Call Maureen Fine 301-464-9306 or
<maureenfine@earthlink.ne> for more
info.

St. Mary’s County
Myrtle Point Park
We will start up again in the spring.  For
more info, or to receive updates about
workdays e-mail Bob Boxwell
bobboxwell@hotmail.com    ■

(continued from page 20)

Dan Boone, Conservation Chair
Charlie Garlow, Air and Energy Chair
Jan Graham, Legislative Chair
John Railey, Outings Chair
Betsy Johnson, Charlie Garlow,
Political Chairs
Ed Stennett, Population Chair
301 948-0168
bev-ed.stennett@worldnet.att.ne
Joan Willey, Fundraising and Public
Lands Chair
410 267-0716
herbals@erols.com
Marc Imlay, Biodiversity, Invasive
Species, and Habitat Stewardship
Chair
301 283-0808
ialm@erols.com
Steve Caflisch, Transportation Chair
301 654-3288
caflisch@erols.com
Bob Burchard, Baltimore Inner City
Outings Chair
410 744-0510
rpburchard@att.net

Sherry Dixon, Treasurer
410 203-9842
sdixon@enterprisefoundation.org
Marc Scott, Secretary
301928-1458
marcscott@verizon.net
Laurel Imlay, Chapter Staff
301 277-7111
laurel.imlay@sierraclub.org
Darla Tewell, Newsletter Editor
darlaann@erols.com

Chapter Office Address
7338 Baltimore Avenue #1A
College Park, MD 20740
Tel:  301 277-7111
Fax:  301 277-6699

Maryland Chapter Leaders

Betsy Johnson, Chair
301 656-4948
betsy_johnson@comcast.net
Jon Robinson, Vice Chair
301 422-0064
jonwrobinson@erols.com
Dan Boone, At Large Del.
301 704-5632
birdandbat@yahoo.com
Bob DeGroot, At Large Del.
301 340-8348
BobDeGroot@comcast.net
Charlie Garlow, At Large Del.
301 593-9823
charlie.garlow@juno.com
Jan Graham, At Large Del.
410 648-5476
jgraham@bluecrab.org
Earl Bradly, Anne Arundel Del.
410 267-9357
earlbradly@aol.com
Gregor Becker, Catoctin Del.
410 876-2182
gregb@ccpl.carr.org
John Railey, Greater Baltimore
Del.
410 752-0104
jrailey7007@aol.com
Glenda Kruger, Howard Del.
410 995-1940
gKruger@aol.com
Ginny Barnes, Montgomery Del.
301 762-9287
ginnybarnes@juno.com
Chip Reilly, Prince Georges Del.
301 218-3920
cbreilly@his.com
Bonnie Bick, Southern MD Del.
301 839-7403
bonnie@radix.net

Executive Committee Issues Contacts

Non-Excom Support

Maryland Chapter Leaders



CCCCChesaphesaphesaphesaphesapeakeakeakeakeakeeeee 2222222222 WWWWWinininininttttter 2004er 2004er 2004er 2004er 2004_____20052005200520052005

Outings & Events   (November)

Sierra Club outings are open to everyone,
and normally go, “rain or shine.”  Reser-
vations are not required, unless noted in
the announcement.

Each outing is intended to be a
wholesome, safe, and enjoyable experi-
ence in the out of doors.  For that to hap-
pen, each participant must have the cloth-
ing, equipment, and stamina suitable to
the event.  Inexperienced/new partici-
pants are encouraged to first join trips that
are rated “easy” or “moderate”, to evalu-
ate their own individual suitability for
more difficult adventures.

If you have questions about the ter-
rain, the duration of the trip, or about
recommended clothing or equipment,
please contact the outing leader.

Each outing participant should carry
an adequate supply of food (lunch, snacks
or more), a personal first aid kit, any per-
sonal medications that may be needed
during the event, and at least one quart
of water for every two hours that he or
she expects to participate in the event.  On
hot days or on more strenuous outings,
more water is likely to be needed.

Unless noted in the announcement,
Club outings are intended for adults.  Be-
fore bringing a minor to an outing that is
not specifically designated for children,
please consult the leader to determine if
it is appropriate.

Minors (under 18 years of age) must
be accompanied by a parent or a legal
guardian, or they must have both 1) a
signed permission slip, and 2) the leader’s
prior consent, to participate in the Club
outing.

All outdoor adventure activities
carry some risk.  Participants should be
aware that Club outings are often to
places where professional emergency
medical aid may be two or more hours
away.  All participants should consider the
implications of this fact.  People with
health concerns should consult their doc-
tor to determine the advisability of par-
ticipating in these activities.

Sierra Club outings normally begin
and end at the trailhead, canoe put-in/
take-out point, or some other similar
starting/ending point.  Travel from the
advertised meeting place to the starting
point and back, is the sole responsibility
of each participant.  While the Club en-
courages car-pooling, such arrangements
are strictly between the riders and the
drivers, and are not a part of the outing.
Participants must assume full responsi-
bility and liability for all risks associated
with such travel.

All participants on Sierra Club out-
ings are required to sign a standard liabil-
ity waiver.  If you would like to read the
waiver before you choose to participate
on an outing, it is available on the Sierra
Club website, at
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chap-
ter/forms/index.asp   .

The following outings are planned
and managed by volunteers from the
Chapter’s local groups, and the Metro-
politan Washington Regional Outings
Program (MWROP).  Each organization
is identified in the announcement by the
following abbreviation:

AA = Anne Arundel Co. Grp.
CA = Catoctin Group
ES = Eastern Shore Group
GB = Greater Balto. Group
HC = Howard Co. Group
MC = Montgomery Co. Grp.
MW = M.W.R.O. Program
PG = Pr. George’s Co. Grp.
SM = Southern Md. Group
WM = Western Md. Group
Sierra Club outings are free of

charge, unless specified in the announce-
ment.  However, the Club may ask for a
donation to help defray the expenses as-
sociated with the outingsprogram.

Take only pictures, leave only foot-
prints, and have fun out there.   ■

John Railey – Outings Coordinator
410-752-0104 – jrailey7007@aol.com

MWROP’S HIKE RATING SYSTEM
One point is assigned to each mile & each 400 feet in elevation change
(up and down) - the higher the points, the more difficult a hike. For
example, a 5 mile hike with 1,200 feet of elevation change (400 feet up
plus 800 ft. down), is given a total of 8 points and rated “B”; an 8 mile hike
with an elevation change of 3,600 feet is assigned a total of 17 points and
rated “E”.

HIKE RATINGS
Rating Points Rating Points

A (Easy) 7 or less E (Moderate) 17 - 19

B (Easy) 8 - 10 F (Hard) 20 - 22

C (Moderate) 11 - 13 G (Hard) 23 - 25

D (Moderate) 14 - 16 H (Hard) more than 25

FFFFFrrrrr i 26i 26i 26i 26i 26ththththth

Patapsco Valley State Park (HC).
Explore the Soapstone, Valley View and
Vineland Spring Trails on a moderate 8
mile circuit hike in the Glen Artney/
Orange Grove areas of the park.  Lunch
at the Cascades. Bring lunch and water.
Hike starts at 9:30 from the Southwest
Park & Ride, at the corner of MD 166
and Rolling Road. Call Tim Ryan before
9:30 PM, 410-248-2974,
timothy_ryan@urscorp.com.

Moonlit Hike on the Mall (MW)     Rated
A/B. Explore the beauty of DC’s Mall
and monuments by almost-full moon
while walking off some of the
Thanksgiving excesses. Meet at
parking lot by Washington Monument
(the one opening on Constitution
Ave.) at 7pm. Nearest Metro is Federal
Triangle. Bring water. Kids who can
walk 7+ mi. (or 3 mi.) on relatively level
terrain are most welcome. Leader: Jim
Finucane 301/365-3485 before 9pm.

November
SSSSSaaaaat 27t 27t 27t 27t 27ththththth

Bull Run Mountains Conservancy, VA
(HC). Moderate 5-6 mile hike with one
steep hill. Start along Broad Run, pass
the ruins of historic Beverly Mills, and
go along the ridge to High Point for a
westward view of Fauquier County.
Bring lunch and water. Depart at 8:00
from the west lot of the park & ride on
Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32. Contact
Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

Catoctin Mountain Park. 8.7 miles,
2,400 ft elevation change     (MW)     Rated
D.....  Circuit hike in northern MD will visit
Chimney, Wolf, and Hog Rocks with a
side trip to Cunningham Falls. Learn
the geological history of the region.
Meet 8:30am at the tunnel entrance to
the Shady Grove Metro. Leader: Marcia
Wolf 301/565-3165 before 9pm or
wolfmk@comcast.net.

Sun 28Sun 28Sun 28Sun 28Sun 28ththththth

Harpers Ferry, Maryland Heights (MW).
Rated D.  Work off the bird and
desserts on this 7 mile hike to the top
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Outings & Events (November, December )
of Maryland Heights opposite Harpers
Ferry. See Civil War sites with
spectacular views. Meet at 8:30 at
Shady Grove Metro – East side by
Metro tunnel. Leader: Bob Goldberg,
301/540-2915 before 9pm.

TTTTTue 30ue 30ue 30ue 30ue 30ththththth

Doubletop (MW) Rated H.     From
Meadows Cabin parking, climb to
Doubletop for views, scramble up the
rocks and then descend the historic
Will Heit Trail used by Mrs Hoover in
the 1920’s. Continue along the
Rapidan  to learn about the reopened
historic Hoover Fishing Camp. Then
climb Mill Prong Trail to AT to enjoy
Dark Hollow Falls, and return via Stony
Mtn Trail.16 miles, 4,000 ft climb.
Leader: Chris Nolen, 301/469-8931 or
chrishiker@erols.com.

SSSSSaaaaat 4t 4t 4t 4t 4ththththth

Carderock - Billy Goat B & C Trails (HC).
Moderate 8.5 mile hike along the
historic C&O canal, and over rocky
terrain by the Potomac River. Bring
lunch and water. Depart at 8:30 from
the west lot of the park & ride on
Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32. Call Ken
Clark, 301-725-3306,
kenclark7@comcast.net.

Greenbelt Park, MD. 6-mi flat circuit
(MW) Rated A.. Meet at noon in
Sweetgum parking lot. From Beltway
(I-495) exit 23, take Kenilworth Ave
(MD201); Go South on Kenilworth 0.5
mile, then east (left) on Greenbelt
Road (MD193) 0.5 mile to Park
entrance on right. Pass HQ Parking on
left. Take first right to Sweetgum
Parking on left. Bring water. No formal
lunch stop. Leader: Dan Ryan, 301/622-
5259, 3pm to 9pm.

December

Antietam Hike & Illumination. Annual
event (MW) Rated C..     Afternoon hike of
11 miles (shorter options available) on
mixed surfaces of historic Civil War
battlefield, followed by drive through
the Memorial Illumination—23,000
candles commemorating the
casualties of the bloodiest single-day
battle in American history. Bad-
weather date, Dec. 11. Optional dinner
at historic Old South Mountain Inn
(limited reservations; call soon). Leader:
Mike Darzi 301/593-4551.

Sun 5Sun 5Sun 5Sun 5Sun 5ththththth

Loch Raven Hike(GB) Moderate. 4-6
mile hike. Moderately hilly country in
the Loch Raven Reservoir. Talk on
forest conservation in watershed
property. Meet at 12:00 noon at
Morgan Mill Road and Loch Raven
Drive. Call Jack at 410-256-3963.

West Fairfax Trail (MW). Rated B.
Discover the recently created West
Fairfax Trail and hike 8 mi. from Bull
Run Regional Park to Eleanor Lawrence
along Cub and Rocky Runs in western
Fairfax County. Learn about a rapidly
growing greenway system that will
someday connect hundreds of miles
of Northern VA trails. Meet at the
Cabells Mill parking lot along Walney
Rd in Eleanor Lawrence Park at 9am.
Driving directions: Take I-66 west to
Centreville and go north on Route 28.
Make the first right at Walney Rd and
proceed to Cabell Mill on right. Park in
lot in front of mill. Leader: Glenn Gillis
703/430-0568.

Potomac Park in Get-to-Know-DC
Series (MW). Non-hilly 8.2-mile figure-8
hike featuring riverfront views, the
Tidal Basin, the Cuban-American
Friendship Urn, Hains Point, “The
Awakening” in grass, George Mason in
bronze, real toilets, and a touch of the
Mall—including optional carousel ride.
Meet at 9:30am at Mall entrance to

Smithsonian Metro station. Joint event
with AMC-DC. Leaders: Paul Elliott 703/
256-6351 and Frank Wodarczyk 703/
569-6737.

TTTTTue 7ue 7ue 7ue 7ue 7ththththth

Leading Ridge (MW) Rated H.....     Leading
Ridge (MW). Leading Ridge Trail to the
AT, south to Corbin Cabin for lunch,
then climb Indian Run Trail and return
via Crusher Ridge. Look for winter birds
on the trails. 18 mi. with 4,000 ft  climb.
Leader: Chris Nolen, 301/469-8931 or
chrishiker@erols.com.

TTTTThu 9hu 9hu 9hu 9hu 9ththththth

Great Falls, VA Fraser Preserve, Seneca
and Riverbend trails.  (MW) Rated C.. A
moderate to fast 9-10 miles over
variable terrain. From I-495, exit 44W
on Va.193 (Georgetown Pike) for 7.5
mi. to Springvale Rd. Go right for 2 .5
mi. to arrow, left then immediate right.
At Allenwood Lane, turn left and park.
Bring water/lunch. Starts at 10am.
Leader: HenriComeau@aol.com or
703/451-7965.

SSSSSaaaaat 11t 11t 11t 11t 11ththththth

Young Sierrans Group Hike! (GB)
Moderate. Join the new Sierra Club’s
Young People’s Group for a hike at
Gunpowder Falls State Park! The Group
hosts socials and outings for young
people (‘20-30- somethings’) looking
to make an impact on our
environment. We’ll do a circuit hike on
the Gunpowder trails. The trails go
along the Big Gunpowder Falls stream
valley, crossing streams and at times
heading up ridges to the upland away
from the river.  Meet at the Mt. Carmel
Road Park & Ride next to I-83 at 11:00
AM. We should finish by 4:00 PM.
Angela 410-783-0680.

Great Falls, VA (HC).     Moderate six mile
hike on the dramatic cliffs overlooking
the Potomac River, along the historic
Patowmack Canal, and past the scenic

Difficult Run rapids. Bring lunch and
water. Depart at 9:00 from the west lot
of the park & ride on Broken Land
Parkway at Rt. 32. Call Ken Clark, 301-
725-3306, kenclark7@comcast.net.

Brookland in Get-to-Know-DC Series
(MW)Rated B.     Figure-8-shaped, semi-
flat 9-miler through fascinating multi-
ethnic area of educational, religious,
and cultural institutions; historic
cemeteries; and residential
neighborhoods. Meet at 10am at
basilica parking lot off Harewood Road
NE at Michigan Ave (0.5 miles from
Brookland Metro station). Call for
directions. Joint hike with AMC/DC.
Leaders: Paul Elliott 703/256-6351 and
Frank Wodarczyk 703/569-6737.

C&O Canal/Gold Mine Trail (MW) Rated
B. 7 mi. walk to Great Falls along the
C&O canal towpath and in the woods
above the falls. Meet at 10am at
Carderock Park, off the Clara Barton
Parkway in MD, 1 mile west of Beltway
exit 41. Pass under the canal, turn right,
and drive to the farthest parking lot.
Targeted finish 2 – 2:30pm. Bring lunch
and water. Leader: Jim Fremont, 301/
962-4703 before 9pm.

Riverbend Park and Great Falls Park
(MW) Rated D.     9.5 miles. 2,200’
elevation change. Observe winter
wildlife & appreciate foresight of local
and federal government’s recognizing
importance of and preserving natural
area near Washington DC metropolis.
Meet at Riverbend Park. 8 a.m. Leader:
Russ Norfleet (703) 501-7953 or
rnorfleet@arlingtonva.us.

Central Massanutten (MW) Rated G
New Market Gap to Duncan Knob.
Meet at Oakton Shopping Center at
7:30am. Inexperienced hikers call for
requirements. Leaders: William
Needham 410/884-9127 or
Needham82@aol.com and Jack
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Outings & Events (December, January)
Thorsen 703/339-6716 or
Thorsen4@juno.com

Sun 12Sun 12Sun 12Sun 12Sun 12ththththth

Patuxent Branch Trail (HC). Easy 6-7
mile hike on paved trails in Columbia,
along the Little Patuxent River, and
around Lake Elkhorn. Many wildlife
viewing opportunities. Depart at 9:00
from the west lot of the park & ride on
Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32. Call Sue
Muller, 301-498-8462,
sonicsue@boo.net.

Conservation Hike along Seneca Creek
(MW) Rated A. An easy 6.5 mi. stroll
from the visitor center off Clopper Rd
in Montgomery County downstream
along the Seneca Creek Trail (partly
built by Sierrans) to mill ruins at Black
Rock. Discuss threats to streams and
the area’s natural and unnatural
history. Car shuttle. Coleaders: Larry
Broadwell 301/215-7135 and Bob
Goldberg 301/540-2915 before 9pm.

Open House at Mount Aventine,
Chapman Forest, Chapman State Park,
Glendening Natural  Environment Area
12-5 pm featuring Re-enactment of
Victorian Antebellum 1840’s Christmas,
cranberries & popcorn for kids to
string to decorate live tree in Historic
Mansion, native evergreen plant
identification walk, costumes, period
refreshments, musical choir. Chapman
Forest, in Charles County, is one of
Maryland’s unique places, with over
2,000 forested acres, 2 1/4 miles of
Potomac River shoreline, and a
colonial tidewater historic site. In 1998,
the State of Maryland purchased the
site for its outstanding natural and
historical attributes.  Take 495Beltway
to Rt. 210 Indian Head Highway South
(Exit 3A). At 14 miles, continue through
Rt. 227 traffic light  (Town of Bryans
Road). 1.1 miles past the light, veer
right onto Chapmans Landing Road.
Go 1.6 miles to gated entrance of

Mount Aventine and Chapman State
Park on right. On Open House day, get
further directions at gate. On days
when gate is closed, park in one of the
spaces at the gate and walk though
the pedestrian entrance, on left of
gate.   For information call: (301) 283-
2948  or visit http://
www.chapmanforest.org/

TTTTTue 14ue 14ue 14ue 14ue 14ththththth

Old Rag and Whiteoak Canyon (MW)
Rated H. 14 miles and 4,500 ft climb.
Enjoy the scramble up Old Rag, down
to foot of Whiteoak for a second climb
and return via Corbin Hollow. Look for
wildlife in the  winter environment.
Leader: Chris Nolen, 301/469-8931 or
chrishiker@erols.com.

SSSSSaaaaat 18t 18t 18t 18t 18ththththth

Gambrill State Park (HC). Moderate 8
mile circuit hike on wooded trails, with
several scenic overlooks. Bring lunch
and water. Meet at the Bagel Bin off Rt.
40 in the Enchanted Forest Shopping
Center, for a 9:00 departure. Call Tim
Ryan before 9:30 PM, 410-248-2974,
timothy_ryan@urscorp.com.

Sugarloaf Mountain (MW) 9am-2pm.
Rated B/C (Moderate).  – Northern
Peaks Trail Conservation Walk. A scenic
7 mile loop that will take us from the
base up around the main summit and
over several lower peaks. We’ll discuss
the history of the area, the concept of
Montgomery County’s agricultural
reserve and other conservation issues
relevant to this region. Leader: Ron
LaCoss (301) 946-1106 before 9pm for
directions.

Washington, DC from River to River.
Get-to-Know-DC Series (MW) Rated C.
Moderately paced, flat, and historically
rich circuit hike of about 12 miles (but
shortenable) from the Potomac to the
Anacostia by way of the National Mall,
Capitol Hill, Lincoln Park, Congressional

Cemetery, Eastern Market, and 17
other intriguing sites. Leashed pets
welcome. Meet at 8:30am at Mall
entrance to Smithsonian Metro station
(north of Jefferson Dr. near 12th St.
NW). Joint event with AMC-DC. Paul
Elliott 703/256-6351 and Gary
Kosciusko 703/765-0306 before 9pm.

Sun 19Sun 19Sun 19Sun 19Sun 19ththththth

Prettyboy Cove (HC). Easy 6 mile hike
around the cove. Bring lunch to eat at
the dam while observing Canadian
Geese. Depart at 10:00 from the Mount
Carmel park & ride, I-83 exit 27. Call
Kolman, 443-394-7814.

TTTTTue 21ue 21ue 21ue 21ue 21ststststst

Overall Falls (MW) Rated H.     From
Thompson Hollow, climb Overall Run
to view the falls and look for hawks
migrating south. Continue  to
Mathew’s Arm and Elkwallow, and
return via Beecher Ridge. 16 miles and
3,500 ft. climb. Leader: Chris Nolen,
301/469-8931 or chrishiker@erols.com.

SSSSSaaaaat 25t 25t 25t 25t 25ththththth

Columbia and Roosevelt Islands in
Get-to-Know-DC Series (MW) Rated A.....
Moderately paced, holiday-morning,
close-in, and scenic hike of up to 7.4
miles along Potomac River. Adults only
(because of road crossings); leashed
dogs okay. Cooks and gourmands can
finish early by skipping Roosevelt
Island circuit. Meet at 9am at that
island’s parking lot (0.8 miles from
Rosslyn Metro station). Call for
directions. Joint event with AMC/DC.
Leader: Paul Elliott 703/256-6351.

TTTTTue 28ue 28ue 28ue 28ue 28ththththth

Little Devil’s Stairs (MW) Rated H.
Ascend the stairs to Keyser Run Rd,
take AT south over Hogback for views,
then descend Piney Ridge Trail, and
return on Hull School Trail. View old
cemetery built by  settlers before the
park was established. About 13 miles

and 4,100 ft climb.  Leader: Chris Nolen,
301/469-8931 or chrishiker@erols.com

January  2005

SSSSSaaaaat 1t 1t 1t 1t 1ststststst

New Years Afternoon Hike (GB)
Moderate. Approximately five easy
paced miles in Oregon Ridge Park,
with two or three hills and a short
bushwhack.  This will be a relaxing
afternoon walk through history as we
talk about the parks industrial past,
and how the modern environment is
impacting this area.  Be prepared for
ice/snow on the trails.  Meet in the
nature center parking lot at 1:15 PM.
John: 410-752-0104.

31st Annual New Year’s Day Hike on
the historic C&O Canal Rated B.  Start
2005 right with a 10-mi. walk along the
towpath. Meet 9:30am on Wisconsin
Ave. at the Canal, south of M Street in
Georgetown. Walk to Little Falls Pump
Station (or turnaround sooner) and
return to Georgetown. See the
remnants of the Alexandria Canal
Aqueduct and the oldest parts of the
C&O Canal. Leaders: Carol Ivory 703/
476-8730 before 10pm, and Marcia
Wolf 301/565-3165, honorary leader;
Walter Wells, 202/362-0250 mornings
or evenings before 10pm.

SSSSSaaaaat 8t 8t 8t 8t 8ththththth

Prince William’s Forest, VA (HC). Easy 7
mile Beaver Loop circuit, through
woods along Quantico Creek. Bring
lunch and water. Depart at 9:00 from
the west lot of the park & ride on
Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32. Contact
Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

TTTTTue 11ue 11ue 11ue 11ue 11ththththth

Outings Committee Meeting (GB)
Come plan new outings and meet
other outings leaders.  New and

January 2005
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prospective outings leaders welcome.
Pot luck dinner at 6:30 PM.  Joyce: 410-
254-7240

TTTTThu 13thhu 13thhu 13thhu 13thhu 13th
CCCCCaaaaatttttoooooccccctin Gtin Gtin Gtin Gtin Grrrrroup  Aoup  Aoup  Aoup  Aoup  Annual Innual Innual Innual Innual Issuesssuesssuesssuesssues
FFFFForororororum.um.um.um.um.  Discussion will focus on 2005
national, state and local legislative
issues. The forum will take place in the
evening at the Marx Center at Hood
College. For information or directions,
call Kim Stenley  410-756-6402
kstenley@mcdaniel.edu or Gregor
Becker  410-876-2182  lorax4@carr.org.

PPPPPrrrrrotototototecececececting Cting Cting Cting Cting Crrrrrabtrabtrabtrabtrabtree Cee Cee Cee Cee Crrrrreek Oeek Oeek Oeek Oeek Oldldldldld
GGGGGrrrrrooooowth Fwth Fwth Fwth Fwth Forororororest Lest Lest Lest Lest Legislaegislaegislaegislaegislativtivtivtivtive Ie Ie Ie Ie Issuessuessuessuessue
FFFFForororororumumumumum. 7:30pm (AA) Calvary UMC on
Rowe Blvd in Annapolis. Part of
Potomac/Garrett State Forest. 500-800
acre largest old growth deciduous
forest in MD with diverse plants and
animals. Historically relatively
undisturbed by commercial logging.
Public forests are logged by state
policy, and while Crabtree is
administratively protected, this pristine
forest could be cut down with the
stroke of a bureaucrat’s pen. Speakers:
MD Chapter Conservation Chair Dan
Boone and MAGIC president Bob
DeGroot. Contact Mary Marsh at 410-
757-5913.

FFFFFrrrrr i –Mi –Mi –Mi –Mi –Mon 14on 14on 14on 14on 14ththththth-17-17-17-17-17ththththth

Cross Country Skiing in Western
Maryland (GB) Moderate.   Cross
Country skiing at New Germany State
Park (hiking if low snowfall or side trip
to nearby park) to observe winter
wildlife and their tracks. Beginners
welcome. Evening games &
conversation.  Call by December 31st if
possible to reserve room in the
Castleman Mennonite Inn with
historic kitchen. For details call Jack at
410-256-3963.

Good Times Cross Country Skiing at
New Germany State Park in Western
Md (AA)  Discover trails and wildlife,
discuss conservation issues.   Music,
dancing, games, moonlight walk  For
cabin reservations call Art and Rain
Hall (301-946-2792), rhall@orioles.com,
arthall@hotmail.com.

SSSSSaaaaat 15t 15t 15t 15t 15ththththth

Young Sierrans Group Hike! (GB)
Moderate.          The Group hosts socials
and outings for young people (‘20-30
somethings’) looking to make in an
impact on our environment.  During
this monthly outing we’ll do a 4-6 mile
hike different from the one we did last
month.  Meet at 11:00 AM at the
parking area near the Forest Glen Trail
in the Hilton Area of Patapsco State
Park.  We should finish by 4:00 PM.
Angela 410-783-0680.

Rock Creek Park in D.C (HC). Moderate
8 mile circuit hike through woods by
the creek, with a quick visit to the
National Zoo, where unusual and
endangered animals may be seen.
Bring lunch and water. Depart at 9:00
from the west lot of the park & ride on
Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32. Call Tim
Ryan before 9:30 PM, 410-248-2974,
timothy_ryan@urscorp.com.

SSSSSaaaaat 22t 22t 22t 22t 22ndndndndnd

Cat Rock, Cunningham Falls (HC).
Moderate 10 mile circuit hike along a
stream, up to Cat Rock and Dave’s Hill,
then to Cunningham Falls. Bring lunch
and water. Depart at 8:00 from the
park & ride just north of I-70 on Rt. 32.
Contact Mike Juskelis at 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSun 23un 23un 23un 23un 23rrrrrddddd

Local Cross Country Skiing Moderate. If
there is not enough snow a hike in
Loch Raven will be held. Observe
winter wildlife. Meet at Loch Raven
High School, Cromwell Bridge Road

and Cowpens Avenue at 11:00AM. Call
Jack at 410-256-3963.

Patapsco – McKeldin (HC). Moderate 5
mile hike along the Patapsco River.
Identify trees in winter. Bring lunch to
eat at McKeldin Falls. Meet at the Bagel
Bin off Rt. 40 in the Enchanted Forest
Shopping Center, for a 10:00 departure.
Call Kolman, 443-394-7814.

MMMMMon 24thon 24thon 24thon 24thon 24th
Montgomery Group Environmental
Seminar. 7:30 p.m. at Bethesda Library.
Contact Anne Ambler301-946-5599.

SSSSSaaaaat 29t 29t 29t 29t 29ththththth

White Oak Canyon, Shenandoah NP
(HC). Strenuous 9 mile hike, featuring
several ice-covered waterfalls. Bring
lunch, water, and good hiking shoes.
Depart at 7:30 from the west lot of the
park & ride on Broken Land Parkway at
Rt. 32. Sign up in advance, Ken Clark,
301-725-3306, kenclark7@comcast.net.

               F               F               F               F               Febrebrebrebrebruaruaruaruaruaryyyyy

SSSSSaaaaat 5t 5t 5t 5t 5ththththth

Gunpowder Falls, Mingo Branch (HC).
Moderate 7.5 mile circuit hike utilizing
the Mingo Branch, Gunpowder South
and Highland and Bunker Hill trails.
Bring lunch and water. Depart at 9:00
from the west lot of the park & ride on
Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32. Contact
Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSaaaaat 12t 12t 12t 12t 12ththththth

Young Sierrans Group Hike! (GB)
Moderate.          The Group hosts socials
and outings for young people (‘20-30
somethings’) looking to make in an
impact on our environment.  During
this monthly outing we’ll do a 4-6 mile
hike different from the one we did last
month.  Meet at 11:00 AM at the

parking area near the Forest Glen Trail
in the Hilton Area of Patapsco State
Park.  We should finish by 4:00 PM.
Angela 410-783-0680.

Gunpowder Falls State Park, Central
Area (HC). Moderate 5 or 10 mile hike,
starting with a 5 mile circuit in the
Wildlands section, followed by an
optional 5 mile circuit to Pot Rocks.
Bring lunch and water. Depart
Columbia at 9:00 from Long Gate
Parkway park & ride, off Rt. 100, just
east of Rt. 29. Or call to meet at the
trailhead. Call Tim Ryan before 9:30 PM,
410-248-2974,
timothy_ryan@urscorp.com.

Sun 13Sun 13Sun 13Sun 13Sun 13ththththth

Moderate. Great Baltimore Fire Walk
(GB) Walking tour of the area burned
in 1904.  We will walk around and
through the burned area and talk
about the causes and benefits of the
fire, the history and architecture of the
area, and some juicy gossip as well.
Should take between 2-3 hours.
Suggest wearing comfortable
sneakers and bringing water.  No
lunch stop is planned but there are
plenty of places to eat afterwards if
anyone would like to stay.  Meet near
Port Discovery on President Street just
south of Baltimore St at 9:30 AM.
Plenty of street parking (no meters on
Sunday) or garages nearby.  Leader:
Joyce, 410-254-7240 (before 9 pm).

SSSSSaaaaat19t19t19t19t19ththththth

Gunpowder Falls, Panther Branch (HC).
Moderate 7 mile hike past historic old
mill ruins, along the river and on the
Panther Branch Trail. Lunch at Raven
Rocks. Bring lunch and water. Depart at
9:00 from the west lot of the park &
ride on Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32.
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

Outings & Events (January, February)
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SSSSSaaaaat 26t 26t 26t 26t 26ththththth

Jerusalem Mill Hike (GB) Moderate A 5-
mile hike at a relaxed pace, checking
for the earliest signs of spring. We’ll
hike along Little Gunpowder Falls from
historic Jerusalem Mill through
covered bridge to Rt. 1 and back, with
an optional after-lunch walk to a
covered bridge. Bring lunch and water.
Expect mud; ice is possible. Meet at
Jerusalem Mill (park headquarters) lot
on north side of Jerusalem Road at
10:00. Call Betsy for details: 410-569-
5202.

Patuxent River State Park (HC).
Moderate 8 mile hike, west of Howard
Chapel Rd., through woods and across
scenic farm fields that used to belong
to the Howard Family. See family grave
sites and homes. Bring lunch and
water, and boots for muddy trails.
Depart at 9:30 from the park & ride just
north of I-70 on Rt. 32. Call Kolman,
443-394-7814.

                March

SSSSSaaaaat 5t 5t 5t 5t 5ththththth

North Point State Park / Black Marsh
Walk  GB Moderate.  About four flat
miles through woodlands and marsh,
and along the Patapsco shore, in what
was the old “Bay Shore Amusement
Park”.  As we walk, we will talk about
the history of the area, and the wildlife
that has resettled here.  And, for those
who want to add a little more to their
outing, we will drive to Fort Howard
Park, after we have completed the
North Point circuit and explore this
abandoned fortification.  This outing is
appropriate for children.  Meet at the
first parking lot, just beyond the North
Point entrance station, at 11:00 AM.
Nominal entrance fee.  For more
information, or directions, call John;
410-752-0104 (between 4 & 8 PM).

SSSSSaaaaat 12t 12t 12t 12t 12ththththth

Young Sierrans Group Hike! GB
Moderate.   The Group hosts socials
and outings for young people (‘20-30
somethings’) looking to make in an
impact on our environment.  During
this monthly outing we’ll do a 4-6 mile
hike different from the one we did last
month.  Meet at 11:00 AM at the
parking area near the Forest Glen Trail
in the Hilton Area of Patapsco State
Park.  We should finish by 4:00 PM.
Angela 410-783-0680.

SSSSSaaaaat 26tht 26tht 26tht 26tht 26th
Gunpowder River Hike GB – Moderate.
Moderate 7 to 8 miles below Prettyboy
Dam. Learn about importance of land
preservation in protecting watersheds
for drinking water and wildlife. Expect
some hills and a rocky area. Meet at Mt.
Carmel P&R at noon. Call Jack at 410-
256-3963.

                   April

SSSSSaaaaat 9tht 9tht 9tht 9tht 9th
Kelly Run and Pinnacle (GB)Moderate.
Hike 7 to 8 miles with a good view of
the Susquehanna River. Good chance
of seeing bald eagles. Will talk about
the eagles decline and recovery into
this area. Meet at K-Mart on Belair
Road (Rt.1) just north of the Beltway
Exit 32 at 10:00 a.m.  Jack: 410-256-
3963

SSSSSaaaaat  23tht  23tht  23tht  23tht  23th
Harford Glen (GB) Moderate     A 7-mile
hike at a relaxed pace, looking at
wildflowers and migrating songbirds.
We’ll hike around Harford County’s
Atkinson Reservoir. Mud is likely in
spots. Bring lunch and water. Meet at
10:00 at Harford Glen (first lot, on right,
by pond) at the west end of Wheel
Road. For details, call Betsy at 410-569-
5202.

Outings & Events (Feb, Mar, Apr)

December
SSSSSaaaaat 4t 4t 4t 4t 4
DHH – Community service with Rec &
Parks & ice skating
LI – Orienteering in Canton & ice
skating (11**)
SSSSSaaaaat 11t 11t 11t 11t 11
CGCC – Audubon Society at Patterson
Park and holiday party at CGCC
TBATBATBATBATBA
Choice – National Aquarium

January  ‘05
SSSSSaaaaat 8t 8t 8t 8t 8
LI – Marian Koshland Science Museum, D.C. (22**)
DHH – Smithsonian Institution museums
MMMMMon 10on 10on 10on 10on 10
BICO meeting
TBATBATBATBATBA
Choice & CGCC (pls. check www.sierraclub.org/ico/baltimore)

February
SSSSSaaaaat 25-Mt 25-Mt 25-Mt 25-Mt 25-Mon 27on 27on 27on 27on 27
DHH - Cabin camping: PATC’s Blackburn
TBATBATBATBATBA
 Choice, CGCC & LI

March
Sun 26Sun 26Sun 26Sun 26Sun 26
DHH – Hike tba
TBATBATBATBATBA
Choice, CGCC & LI

BICBICBICBICBICO O O O O TTTTTeams:eams:eams:eams:eams:
Choice = the UMBC Shriver Center’s Choice program
DHH = Digital Harbor High School
LI = Learning, Inc.
CG CC = College Gardens

** rain date
For additional information on BICO (Baltimore Inner City Outings),
see www.sierraclub.org/ico/baltimore, or call Bob Burchard at
410 744-0510.  Please contact BICO for information on rain delays.

BICO Outings

BICO Outings



CCCCChesaphesaphesaphesaphesapeakeakeakeakeakeeeee 2727272727 WWWWWinininininttttter 2004er 2004er 2004er 2004er 2004_____20052005200520052005

Maryland Chapter Executive Committee Election Ballot

EEEEExplorxplorxplorxplorxploreeeee,,,,, enjo enjo enjo enjo enjoy and pry and pry and pry and pry and protototototececececect the planett the planett the planett the planett the planet

Year 2005.  Resolve to Make a Difference!

YYYYYou cou cou cou cou can makan makan makan makan make a diffe a diffe a diffe a diffe a diffe re re re re rencencencencence! Ge! Ge! Ge! Ge! Gi vi vi vi vi ve some of ye some of ye some of ye some of ye some of your time and talenour time and talenour time and talenour time and talenour time and talents tts tts tts tts to help sao help sao help sao help sao help savvvvve our eare our eare our eare our eare our earth - fth - fth - fth - fth - for our childror our childror our childror our childror our children and our futuren and our futuren and our futuren and our futuren and our future !e !e !e !e !

TTTTThe She She She She Sie rie rie rie rie rrrrrra Ca Ca Ca Ca Club is a grlub is a grlub is a grlub is a grlub is a grassrassrassrassrassroooooots vots vots vots vots volunolunolunolunolunttttteer oreer oreer oreer oreer organizaganizaganizaganizaganization which offtion which offtion which offtion which offtion which offers maners maners maners maners many oppy oppy oppy oppy oppo ro ro ro ro rtunities ttunities ttunities ttunities ttunities to use yo use yo use yo use yo use your talenour talenour talenour talenour talent st st st st s,,,,, sk sk sk sk skillsil lsil lsil lsil ls,,,,, and  e and  e and  e and  e and  ex px px px px pe re re re re rienciencienciencience te te te te to pro pro pro pro pro to to to to te ce ce ce ce ct ourt ourt ourt ourt our
e ne ne ne ne nvi rv i rv i rv i rv i ronmenonmenonmenonmenonmenttttt .....          WWWWWe are are are are are ine ine ine ine invvvvvolvo lvo lvo lvo lved in ced in ced in ced in ced in conseronseronseronseronservvvvvaaaaation wtion wtion wtion wtion wo ro ro ro ro rk ,k ,k ,k ,k , en en en en envi rv i rv i rv i rv i ronmenonmenonmenonmenonmental eductal eductal eductal eductal educaaaaation,t ion,t ion,t ion,t ion, lobb lobb lobb lobb lobbying on bying on bying on bying on bying on behalf of impehalf of impehalf of impehalf of impehalf of impo ro ro ro ro rt a nt a nt a nt a nt a nt legislat legislat legislat legislat legislat ion,t ion,t ion,t ion,t ion,
fundrfundrfundrfundrfundraisingaisingaisingaisingaising,,,,, c c c c communicommunicommunicommunicommunicaaaaation,t ion,t ion,t ion,t ion, and y and y and y and y and ye se se se se s,,,,, enjo enjo enjo enjo enjoy m e ny m e ny m e ny m e ny m e nt of the outt of the outt of the outt of the outt of the outd od od od od oorsorsorsorsors.....          TTTTTrrrrr y something  ney something  ney something  ney something  ney something  new!  Jw!  Jw!  Jw!  Jw!  Join a coin a coin a coin a coin a committommittommittommittommitte e !e e !e e !e e !e e !
BBBBB e ce ce ce ce come a leader—wome a leader—wome a leader—wome a leader—wome a leader—weeeee’’’’’ll  trll trll trll trll train yain yain yain yain you!ou!ou!ou!ou!

TTTTThis is yhis is yhis is yhis is yhis is your clubour clubour clubour clubour club,,,,, w w w w wo ro ro ro ro rkkkkking ting ting ting ting to pro pro pro pro pro to to to to tececececect yt yt yt yt your planetour planetour planetour planetour planet.....  P  P  P  P  Pleaseleaseleaseleaselease,,,,, w w w w wo ro ro ro ro rk with usk with usk with usk with usk with us.....
FFFFFind an issue thaind an issue thaind an issue thaind an issue thaind an issue that int int int int inttttte re re re re rests yests yests yests yests yo uo uo uo uo u,,,,, then giv then giv then giv then giv then give us a ce us a ce us a ce us a ce us a call .al l .al l .al l .al l .

Agriculture ◆ Air Quality ◆ Aquatic Resources ◆ Biodiversity ◆ Invasive Species ◆ Clean Water ◆ Endangered Species
Habitat Preservation ◆ Energy ◆ Environmental Justice ◆ Forests ◆ Land Management ◆ Marine Environment
Population Growth ◆ Transportation ◆ Urban Sprawl ◆ Waste  Recycling  ◆ Wetlands  ◆ Wilderness, Parks, & Refuges

Betsy Johnson,  Chair,  301-656-4948;  Dan Boone , Conservation Chair, 301-704-5632 ; Laurel Imlay,  Chapter Office,  301-277-7111;  or  your local group contact.

2.  Clip the ballot and mail to:
Election Committee
Maryland Chapter/Sierra Club
Room 101A
7338 Baltimore Avenue
College Park, MD  20740

Ballots must be received by January 5, 2005.

Leaders of the Sierra Club are chosen democratically from candidates
who volunteer their time and talent to protect our Earth.  Please honor
this democratic tradition by voting.

Joint Member Only1.Vote for no more than three (3) candidates:

Volunteer Opportunities and Excom Ballot

EEEEEllen Fllen Fllen Fllen Fllen F..... P P P P Pepinepinepinepinepin

CCCCCharharharharharlie Glie Glie Glie Glie Garararararlololololowwwww

Bonnie BickBonnie BickBonnie BickBonnie BickBonnie Bick

JJJJJon Ron Ron Ron Ron Robinsonobinsonobinsonobinsonobinson

MMMMMarararararc Scc Scc Scc Scc Scottottottottott
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The Chesapeake is published quarterly by the Maryland Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club.  Annual Sierra Club membership dues pay
for subscription to this publication.  Non-members may sub-
scribe for $20.00 per year.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are in general aligned
with those of the environmental community in Maryland but
are strictly those of the authors and not necessarily official
policy of local, state or national Sierra Club entities.  The Sierra
Club prides itself on being a grassroots volunteer organization.
The concerns and opinions of all its members are welcome in
these pages.

Items for publication are best submitted by email to
<maryland.chapter@sierraclub.org>
or <laurel.imlay@sierraclub.org> with  “For Chesapeake” and
title in subject line.  Items must include the author’s address
and telephone numbers.  Material may be edited for length, con-
tent or clarity at the discretion of the editor.  Photographs, illus-
trations and other works of art are welcome.  Materials cannot
be returned unless accompanied by a stamped, self addressed
envelope.

Change of address: send address changes to the Sierra Club, 85
Second Street (2nd Floor), San Francisco, California 94705-3441.
For fastest service, please include your old and new addresses
along with your 8-digit membership number.  For local mem-
bership information contact the Maryland Chapter Office 301-
277-7111 or write: Maryland Chapter/Sierra Club, 7338 Baltimore
Ave (Suite 101A), College Park, MD 20740.

Advertising: For display and classified advertising rates and in-
formation, contact:
Editor, The Chesapeake
Sierra Club Maryland Chapter
7338 Baltimore Ave, Suite 101
College Park, MD  20740

Credits Action Items
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Maryland Chapter of the Sierra Club                                               Winter 2004-2005

The Maryland Chapter wishes to thank
those who contributed to  this issue of
the Chesapeake:

Writers and Contributors: Betsy
Johnson; Laurel Imlay; Jon Robinson;
Bob DeGroot; Dan Boone; Richard Reis;
Steve Caflisch; Rich Norling; Charlie
Garlow; Joan Zacharias; Elaine Friebele;
Bob Bartlett; Lisa Mayo
Editors: Laurel Imlay; Betsy Johnson;
Janis Oppelt; Annie Rehill; Ed Stennett;
Darla Tewell; Dan Boone
Habitat Preservation Outings Editor:
Laurel Imlay
Outings Editors:  Laurel Imlay; Bob
Burchard
Layout and Typography:  Darla Tewell
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CCCCChapthapthapthapthapter Eer Eer Eer Eer Exxxxxcccccom Eom Eom Eom Eom Elecleclecleclectionstionstionstionstions
FFFFFour Mour Mour Mour Mour Mororororore e e e e YYYYYears:ears:ears:ears:ears:  Our F  Our F  Our F  Our F  Our Fighighighighight ft ft ft ft for theor theor theor theor the
EEEEEnnnnnvirvirvirvirvironmenonmenonmenonmenonment It It It It Is Ms Ms Ms Ms Mororororore Impe Impe Impe Impe Impororororortantantantantant t t t t TTTTThan Ehan Ehan Ehan Ehan Evvvvvererererer
OOOOOld-Gld-Gld-Gld-Gld-Grrrrrooooowth Fwth Fwth Fwth Fwth Forororororest in Mest in Mest in Mest in Mest in Marararararyland:yland:yland:yland:yland:
WWWWWe He He He He Haaaaavvvvve Ie Ie Ie Ie It ;t ;t ;t ;t ; L L L L Letetetetet’’’’’s Ks Ks Ks Ks Keep Ieep Ieep Ieep Ieep It!t!t!t!t!
CCCCCleaner Cleaner Cleaner Cleaner Cleaner Carsarsarsarsars,,,,, C C C C Cleaner Aleaner Aleaner Aleaner Aleaner Air on the Lir on the Lir on the Lir on the Lir on the Legislaegislaegislaegislaegislativtivtivtivtiveeeee
AAAAAgendagendagendagendagenda
MTBE?  SMTBE?  SMTBE?  SMTBE?  SMTBE?  Sounds Nounds Nounds Nounds Nounds Nastastastastastyyyyy.....  I  I  I  I  It It It It It Isssss.....
GGGGGrrrrrass Fass Fass Fass Fass Fed Bed Bed Bed Bed Beef?  Seef?  Seef?  Seef?  Seef?  Sounds Gounds Gounds Gounds Gounds Gooooooooooddddd.....  I  I  I  I  It It It It It Isssss.....
AAAAAnimal-Pnimal-Pnimal-Pnimal-Pnimal-Prrrrroooooof of of of of YYYYYour Dour Dour Dour Dour Drrrrrivingivingivingivingiving

OutingsOutingsOutingsOutingsOutings,,,,, E E E E Evvvvvenenenenentststststs,,,,,
MMMMMuch Much Much Much Much Morororororeeeee

January 5
�Chapter Excom Ballots Due
January 17
�Environmental Summit in Annapolis
Anytime
�maryland.sierraclub.org/action


