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By Edwin Stennett — A century earlier women had
fought for higher education, but in the 1950s young
women went to college to get a husband. Sixty percent
dropped out of college to marry, or because they feared
too much education would be a marriage bar.1  In 1969
Katharine Graham, publisher of The Washington Post,
declared: “In the world today, men are more able than
women at executive work and in certain situations, I
think a man would be better at this job I’m in than a
woman.”2

Young women dropping out of college in droves, a
powerful and accomplished woman selling all women
short – shocking occurrences by today’s standards.

The status of women has much improved since
the ‘50s and ‘60s, and in large measure the improve-
ment was wrought through consciousness-raising.  In
the beginning we may have laughed at “him/her” vs.
“him,” “chairperson” vs. “chairman,” and similar seem-
ingly small things.  But now most Americans flinch at
any statement that even unintentionally discounts the
value of women.   Our consciousness has been raised.
And this has made all the difference.

Today there is an urgent need for consciousness-
raising regarding the link between our worsening envi-
ronment and U.S. population growth.  During the de-
cade of the ‘90s, we added more people to our country
than at any other time in our history.  In the decade I
was born the United States added fewer than 9 million

people; in the decade my daughter was born, we added
about 24 million; and during the decade my grand-
daughter was born, the increase mushroomed to 33
million people!  Our massive population growth is the
central cause of our environmental problems.  Yet few
Americans recognize the connection.

We’ll come back to consciousness-raising and the
population-environment link.  But, first let’s examine
some specifics that illustrate why consciousness-raising
is so urgently needed.   I have chosen the subject of
energy consumption to make the point, but it is only
one example.  The same point could be made with al-
most any environmental concern.

Energy and Personal Consumption
Our appetite for energy is enormous: In 1999, our con-
sumption exceeded 25 percent of the world’s total3 – 25
percent of all the industrialized energy consumed on
the planet!  It’s hard to comprehend; yet our appetite is
far from sated (note Figure 1, page 7).

Our increasing energy consumption is due prima-
rily to our rapidly increasing population.  Without a
concerted effort to reduce population growth or severely
cut per-capita energy consumption, total U.S. energy
consumption will climb dramatically – 30 percent by
2025, 65 percent by 2050.4  When we consider global
warming and the fact that coal, oil, and gas develop-

Let’s Learn from the Women’s Movement
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(continued on page 7)
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 The environmental community
won an important victory for the
state by getting legislation passed
that will protect those lands pur-
chased with Program Open
Space money. Program Open
Space (POS) is a dedicated

source of funding for land conservation.  For the last
three years, however, Governor Ehrlich has raided the
fund and used it to balance the state budget.

We achieved the following:
◆  Restoration of $75 million in diverted POS
funds from past years
◆  Dedication of $120 million to open space
purchase in 2006
◆  Passage of a constitutional amendment that
requires General Assembly approval to sell any
state lands purchased with POS funds.  Mary-
land voters will be asked to ratify this on their
2006 ballot.
◆  Passage of a bill that requires legislative ap-
proval to sell any state lands.

We failed to get passed a bill that would have prevented
the governor from raiding POS funds in the future. That
will be reintroduced next year.

There were more than 100 organizations working
to get this legislation passed, and, therefore, the legisla-
tors got more calls on POS than on any other piece of
legislation, proving that cooperation and focus surely
work.

Unfortunately, two of our other top priority pieces
of legislation did not pass: the Green Ridge Wildlands
Bill, which established the beginnings of a green wild-
life corridor in the Appalachians, and the Crabtree Wild-
lands Bill, which sought protection for one of the last
remaining old-growth areas of our state forests. Sadly,
the wildlands bill passed the House but was never voted
on in the Senate, because they ran out of time on the
last day.

Other disappointments included the Clean Cars
Bill, which would have established standards for reduc-
tions in toxic emissions from cars, and the 4 Pollutants
Bill, which would require dirty power plants to clean
up their emissions. Both were defeated in committee,
thanks to heavy industry lobbying. They will probably

be reintroduced next year.
The Inter-County Connector (ICC)Funding Bill,

another disappointment, overcommits state transpor-
tation funds for building a massively expensive (more
than $3 billion in taxpayer funds), ineffective (accord-
ing to the state’s own study), and environmentally de-
structive project. It also commits $236 million from the
general fund and that will require cuts to many other
programs upon which people have come to rely. This
over-allocation of resources to the ICC ensures that large
transit projects such as the Purple Line will not even be
considered for years.

This summer, you will probably see legislators out
and about raising money for the 2006 election and talk-
ing to their constituents. When you talk to them, thank
them for protecting our open spaces, tell them you’d
like to see more protection for Maryland’s forests, and
let them know that energy conservation, clean air, and
funding for transit are priorities for you.

When legislators hear their constituents talking
about these issues, they respond. If you made calls dur-
ing the session this year, thank you: It helped to raise
the profiles of these important issues.   ■

Mixed Results for Legislative Session

CCCCCl a rl a rl a rl a rl a ri f ici f ici f ici f ici f icaaaaa t i o nt i o nt i o nt i o nt i o n
To some readers, the headline for my column last time may
have implied that wind energy might not be suitable in
Maryland or on the East Coast. As you can see in Dan
Boone’s article on page 3     the Maryland Chapter supports
wind energy development in Maryland—as long as it is
properly sited.

Letter from the Chair
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By Dan Boone — I’m writing this piece about wind
energy to help correct the perception that our Chapter
is opposed to any form of its development. Over the
past three years, I have devoted considerable efforts to
research this topic, carefully pursuing details that branch
along the many lines of inquiry that crisscross the issue.
The industrial form of wind energy development is a
relatively recent, complex, and, as we’ve seen, divisive
environmental concern. As the newsletter has shown in
previous issues, the Chapter is definitely concerned about
placement in our region of utility-scale wind turbines
on ridge tops.   Some of the best remaining tracts of
forest-interior habitat are centered along our Appala-
chian ridges, and these mountains comprise most of our
scarce public lands. About 50 percent of the best qual-
ity upland wind sites occur on public lands in the mid-
Atlantic region. Of course, the downside of industrial
turbines on ridge tops must be weighed against the po-
tential for clean electricity. But, as it turns out, the in-
dustrial wind power potential of Appalachian ridge tops
is negligibly small in comparison with the growing de-
mand in our region. This fact reinforces our concern.

However, the Maryland Chapter supports and en-
courages several options for harnessing wind energy.
Also, there are areas in our region where it may be more
acceptable to site industrial wind turbines.

SSSSSmall Imall Imall Imall Imall Is Bs Bs Bs Bs Beautifuleautifuleautifuleautifuleautiful
E. F. Schumacher’s landmark book provides a basis for
understanding the form of wind energy development
that the Chapter readily supports. Although the energy
yield is relatively small, there are many places in our
state where residential or community-scale turbines can
help offset somewhat the demands for electricity out of
the “grid”—of which more than two-thirds of the power
comes from fossil fuels. These smaller turbines are gen-
erally mounted on towers that are under 100 feet tall
and range in peak power output from a few kilowatts
up to about 100 kilowatts. The power produced can be
stored via batteries or fed directly back into the electric-
ity transmission network. A Maryland law (net-meter-
ing) requires the power company to charge consumers
only for the kilowatt hours consumed in excess of what
the turbine produces—giving credit for all the electric-
ity generated by the wind turbine during the times when
the homeowner does not fully use its output. A residen-
tial wind turbine paired with solar panels has been in-

stalled at the Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge in
Kent County; this “hybrid” system is providing clean,
renewable energy to run the refuge’s office (see
www.energy.state.md.us/programs/renewable/wind/
winddevelopment.htm).

Because there are few environmental concerns with
these types, the Chapter supports residential and com-
munity wind energy development efforts. For example,
the available information indicates that the risk of wild-
life collisions with small wind turbines is much lower
than for their gigantic cousins. Preliminary research re-
sults for the small wind turbine on Eastern Neck sug-
gest that very few native birds were killed, and no bats
were harmed. Most of the concern for wildlife mortal-
ity caused by collisions with utility-scale wind turbines

here in the eastern United States involves nocturnal mi-
grants. Although comparative mortality data is limited,
there is evidence that smaller wind turbines pose much
less risk to night-migrating birds and bats than do the
newer, much larger machines—which are now proposed
to exceed 500 feet in height in Maryland. However, resi-
dential wind turbines do have the potential to harm or
disturb wildlife, and may be a concern to neighbors, so
it would be a good idea to avoid conflicts by adequately
assessing the site prior to erecting any wind turbine.

Recent studies of nocturnal migrants using radar
technology have documented that very large numbers
are passing over sites proposed for wind-energy devel-
opment. For instance, in West Virginia along the Al-
legheny Front, a radar study in fall 2003 estimated that
nearly 300,000 nocturnal migrants flew low enough
through a proposed wind energy facility to collide with
its 200 very tall turbines (125 meters). However, the

risk of collision for nocturnal migrants apparently in-
creases exponentially with height above ground, and at
least one radar study report found that nearly seven times
as many birds and bats were flying between 75 and 125
meters as were detected below 75 meters above ground
level (see  www.magicalliance.org/Windfarms/
Wind%20Charts/Migrant%20Flight%20Heights.htm).

Advances in the design of smaller wind turbines
may provide an opportunity to harness the power of
wind in cities, where buildings can concentrate gusts,
and rooftops can provide access to more powerful
breezes. Check out the exciting prospects of urban wind
turbines displayed on www.aerotecture.com. Also read
about yet another innovative new small turbine design
on www.speakerfactory.net/wind.htm.

While it’s unclear how much of an impact that small
wind turbines will have in reducing demand for “dirty”
power in our region, their proliferation may help pro-
vide a visible reminder of the need for other small-scale
personal actions, such as conservation and more effi-
cient use of electricity.

WherWherWherWherWhere the We the We the We the We the Wind Bind Bind Bind Bind Blololololows Bws Bws Bws Bws Bestestestestest
It makes the most sense to locate large arrays of utility-
scale wind turbines in certain areas of our region, as I
hope to demonstrate. A glance at a recent map of the
best sites for wind-energy development in Maryland
clearly indicates that our uplands offer relatively little
potential compared with the considerable areas in the
Chesapeake Bay, especially along our Atlantic coastline
(see http://www.eere.energy.gov/windandhydro/
w i n d p ow e r i n g a m e r i c a / i m a g e s / w i n d m a p s /
md_50m_800.jpg). However, the Chapter and other
environmental organizations are concerned about the
option of locating industrial wind turbines in the Bay
and near Assateague Island; these areas are well-known
for wildlife concentrations and are highly prized for their
recreational and scenic values. There unquestionably
would be many conflicts if large wind turbines were lo-
cated in these areas. But excluding these sites does not
eliminate the opportunity for utility-scale wind turbines
in our region.

In fact, one of the largest and best quality areas of
potential wind energy in the East has been estimated to
be offshore, from about 6 miles to more than 50 miles
out in the mid-Atlantic region. A recent National Re-
newable Energy Lab report indicates that the potential

Good Wind

Air and Energy

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

Good Wind
for generating clean, renewable energy
from this source dwarfs the likely output
from land-based turbines (see
www.nrel.gov/docs/fy04osti/36313.pdf).
The report outlines a reasoned strategy
for developing the wind energy potential
of the offshore environs. The authors sug-
gest that no huge wind turbines be con-
structed within six miles of the coastline
(thereby minimizing visual and wildlife
impacts). However, from six miles to
about 23 miles out, there could be 5-MW
(megawatt) wind turbines covering about
a third of this zone (spaced about a kilo-
meter apart). From about 23 miles off-
shore out to more than 50, these gargan-
tuan wind turbines could cover approxi-
mately two-thirds of that zone. The re-
port estimates that the electricity-gener-
ating potential of this strategy could
greatly exceed the power demands for
coastal states, at least for several decades.

In any case, thoughtful planning,
considerable data collection, and careful
evaluation must precede offshore wind-
energy development, so that we can avoid
significant environmental or other im-
pacts. In addition, developing this region
will be technically challenging and costly.
Much more research is needed before this
potential can be effectively tapped, and
we are likely more than a decade away
from siting wind turbines in the deeper
waters offshore. But these waters may be
the best source for wind energy and the
best site in the East for industrial wind
turbines.   ■

Dan Boone is the Co-Conservation Chair
of the Maryland Chapter.

Air and Energy

Air and Energy News Digest

The Best “Science” Money Can
Buy

EEEEExxxxxxxxxxonMonMonMonMonMobil ploobil ploobil ploobil ploobil plows millions intows millions intows millions intows millions intows millions into
funding for 40 climate-skepticfunding for 40 climate-skepticfunding for 40 climate-skepticfunding for 40 climate-skepticfunding for 40 climate-skeptic
grgrgrgrgroupsoupsoupsoupsoups

By Charlie Garlow — In 1998, the
American Petroleum Institute outlined a
strategy to sow the seeds of doubt about
global-warming science “with Congress,
the media, and other key audiences.”

“Victory will be achieved,” read an
API memo, “when ... recognition of un-
certainty becomes part of the ‘conven-
tional wisdom.”

Since then, ExxonMobil — one of
API’s leading members — has been work-
ing valiantly in pursuit of that strategy,
even as other oil, energy, and car compa-
nies bow out in the face of overwhelm-
ing scientific consensus or public pressure.
From 2000 to 2003, Exxon funneled
more than $8 million into a network of
think tanks, quasi-journalistic media out-
lets, and civic and religious groups to great
effect. While peer-reviewed scientific
journals contain virtually nothing that
challenges the consensus on anthropo-
genic global warming, a flood of “re-
ports,” press releases, and op-ed columns
has succeeded in creating the illusion of
scientific controversy, seized on by sym-
pathetic lawmakers like Sen. James Inhofe
(R-OK), who calls global warming a
“hoax” and — whaddya know! — also
receives buckets of money from Exxon. ■
(Thanks to Greenwire.)

Editor’s note: The May issue of Mother
Jones magazine has a feature article on this
subject. The article is titled “Some Like It
Hot,” by Chris Mooney, author of  The Re-
publican War on Science and it is pref-
aced by an introduction by Bill McKibben.

Smoggyland Plus

By Jim Fary —On May 12 The Baltimore
Sun ran an article entitled “Smoggyland”
(The Washington Post ran a similar article)
on the report “Dirty Kilowatts,” pro-
duced by the Environmental Integrity
Project. The report identifies the 50 dirti-
est coal-fired power plants, based on their
emissions of sulfur, nitrogen, mercury and
carbon dioxide. Among the worst are
three in Maryland:  Chalk Point in Prince
George’s County, Dickerson in Mont-
gomery County and the Morgantown
plant in southern MD. See the whole re-
port at www.environmentalintegrity.org.

Eric Schaeffer, who heads the Envi-
ronmental Integrity Project, recently
spoke to a Montgomery County Sierra
Club gathering. Eric is a Takoma Park,
MD resident and the former Director of
the Office of Regulatory Enforcement.  In
February he resigned his post in protest
of the administration’s lack of enforce-
ment actions against power companies
that have violated the Clean Air Act.   ■

Oil on Ice

By Charlie Garlow —We are talking
about the Alaska National Wildlife Ref-
uge here. Drilling in the Refuge may be
this decade’s major catastrophe. But we
can still stop it, even though the Con-
gress and President are hell-bent to drill.

National Sierra Club Conservation
Director, Bruce Hamilton, urges us all to
see the Sierra Production’s new film, Oil
on Ice, about the Alaska National Wild-
life Refuge.  Lucky for us, we have a copy
of the film, which will have its Washing-
ton, D.C., premiere at Charlie Garlow’s
house party in Silver Spring on June 25,
Saturday, 7:30 P.M.  The film will be fol-
lowed by a sweet version of oil on ice,
vanilla ice cream covered with chocolate

sauce, and a discussion of energy issues
and wildlands preservation. Call Charlie
at 301-593-9823 or email
charlie.garlow@juno.com to reserve your
seat at the movies.

What can we do to stop despoiling
the earth with oil and coal extraction?
Clean energy!  As Bruce says, “We will
use the coming months to shine a bright
media and public education spotlight” on
two facts:
 1. As the Arctic goes, so goes every other
special place that the oil and gas interests
want to drill. No place is safe or sacred:
They are already targeting the California,
Florida and Atlantic coasts, the Rocky
Mountain Front, Otero Mesa, and the list
goes on.

2. America needs a 21st century energy
policy—one that invests in clean, renew-
able energy like wind and solar power;
encourages the use of existing technolo-
gies that conserve fuel, e.g., hybrid cars;
and that creates jobs of the future instead
of sacrificing special places like the Arc-
tic National Wildlife Refuge.

For more information, see
www.sierraclub.org/oilonice.       ■

(continued on page 5)
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Air and Energy News Digest

Air and Energy

(continued from page 4)

Global Warming Is Greatest
Threat to Wildlife, Says Britain’s
Chief Scientist

By Charlie Garlow — Sir David King,
Chief Scientist of Great Britain, writing
in BIRDS, the magazine of the Royal So-
ciety for the Protection of Birds, asserts
that global warming surpasses the other
major threats to wildlife and biodiversity,
such as habitat destruction, invasion by
non-native species and over-exploitation
[over-fishing, etc].  Sir David says, “The
warming could take place so quickly that
many species will not be able to adapt
quickly enough to leave successor species,
or, trapped in local environments, these
species will be unable to migrate to more
hospitable areas of the planet.” Sir David
has earlier been quoted as saying that glo-
bal warming is more of a threat than ter-
rorism.”    ■

Maryland Engineering Students
to Build a 100% Solar Home for
Solar Decathlon on the Capitol
Mall

By Charlie Garlow  — The University of
Maryland is one of 18 universities and
colleges fielding teams that will construct
solar homes for display in the Solar De-
cathlon in Washington, D.C., October
7-16, on the Capitol Mall. The 10 con-
tests of the decathlon will challenge the
students to construct solar houses that
provide electricity sufficient to run the
whole home (with office); charge up an
all-electric car; heat enough water to
shower and wash dishes; heat and cool
the home; and other contests. When this
contest was held two years ago, every-
one was thrilled with these student
competitors. For more information,see
www.solardecathlon.org.■

Annual Tour of Solar Homes is
October 1 - 2, 2005

By Charlie Garlow — The 15th annual
tour of solar electric, solar hot water, straw
bale, underground, dome, and other nifty
homes will be the first Saturday and Sun-
day in October, right before the Solar
Decathlon. This is going to be a solar Oc-
tober ! The tour includes homes  from
Lorton, VA to Frederick, MD, from An-
napolis to near Baltimore.
Maryland Sierrans have been organizing
this tour in cooperation with other solar
types in the greater DC area for 15 years,
and year by year, it just keeps getting bet-
ter.

Been on the tour before? Come
again. We have new solar homes to show
you. Do you have a solar home you want
to put on the tour? Do you want to vol-
unteer to help? Do you want to buy tick-

ets? Visit www.solartour.org, or call
Charlie at  301-593-9823.    ■

Bill Seeks to Halt Mountaintop
Removal Mining

By Rick Webb— The current controversy
over the proposed wind energy project in
Highland County [see: johnrsweet.com/
Personal/Wind/] presents a dilemma for
Virginia’s conservation-minded citizens.
On the one hand, we clearly need to de-
velop clean, sustainable, and homegrown
sources of energy if we are to solve our
environmental problems and achieve in-
dependence from foreign sources. On the
other hand, modern commercial wind
projects present their own set of environ-
mental problems due to the massive scale
and numbers of the turbines, the high
wind-energy potential of our ecologically
sensitive mountain ridges and coastal
waters, and the absence of any reliable
pre-development assessment process.

Wind energy advocates argue that
the magnitude of the crisis we face is so
great that all other issues are moot. They

A Balanced Approach to Commercial Wind Energy Development in Virginia

cite the significant ecological and human
costs of an economy based on fossil fuel
consumption, including mountain top re-
moval coal mining, air pollution, acid
rain, and global warming. They point to
the sacrifices of our armed forces in the
Middle East. They assert a moral impera-
tive that trumps other concerns.

Wind energy skeptics argue that
wind development is not a real solution
to our energy problems. They cite the
ever-increasing use of electricity in Vir-
ginia, and observe that wind development
cannot even keep pace with the growth
in demand. They point out that wind is
an intermittent resource and that we will
still need the same fossil fuel generation
capacity, up and running, to provide elec-
tricity when the wind isn’t blowing. They
point out that commercial wind energy
requires taxpayer subsidies to be economi-

cally viable.
Wind energy advocates will argue

that we have to do something, that every
little bit helps, and that wind energy de-
velopment should be viewed as part of a
package that includes development of
other renewable energy sources and en-
ergy conservation.

This is quite reasonable, up to a
point. Certainly no one will argue with
the need for conservation. We are simply
not going to produce our way out of our
energy problem—at least not with the
currently available options. And no one
will argue that we shouldn’t seriously ad-
dress the need for clean sources of energy.
But being serious shouldn’t require indis-
criminate support for any and all wind
projects. If wind energy is indeed the
green alternative that its well-meaning
advocates claim, there is no reason not to

require the same level of review and cost-
benefit analysis that we would require for
any other industrial-scale development in
environmentally sensitive areas.

If we are serious about addressing
our energy problem, and serious enough
to invest our own time and energy to find-
ing long-lasting sustainable solutions, we
will find a way to ensure that each pro-
posed wind project can be evaluated on
its own merits. That will require a pro-
cess for ensuring objective site-specific
assessments for each project.

At present, there is no process in
place to ensure that reliable assessment
will occur. The process provided by the
National Environmental Policy Act only
applies when federal decisions are in-
volved. The process whereby the State
Corporation Commission assesses the en-

(continued on page 6)

By Charlie Garlow — From 1992 to
2002, mountaintop removal and associ-
ated valley fills in Appalachia destroyed
1,208 miles of streams and 380,547 acres
of forest, according to government docu-
ments submitted to the Richmond, VA
4th Circuit Court of Appeals by Appala-
chian enviros. If past, present and future
disturbance is combined, strip mining
will impact more than 1.4 million acres
of Appalachia. The Clean Water Protec-
tion Act will be introduced this month
by Reps. Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and Chris-
topher Shays (R-CT). This bill seeks to
prohibit burying our streams with min-
ing waste – which would stop
mountaintop removal coal mining.    ■
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Metro DC Building Environmental
Community Campaign

Sprawl

vironmental effects of power plants has never been ap-
plied to wind projects, and the SCC and other state
agencies do not have the resources to conduct meaning-
ful assessments.  [The SCC is Virginia’s equivalent to
Maryland’s Public Service Commission.]

Yet now that federal tax subsidies for wind devel-
opment have been extended and other states are requir-
ing utilities to purchase renewable energy, we can ex-
pect a wave of wind development in Virginia. Surround-
ing states have already permitted projects involving hun-
dreds of turbines. Wind development on our mountain
ridges and in our coastal waters will happen whether we
are prepared or not. We need, but do not have, a state-
level process to insure that wind energy development
will, in fact, be green energy development.    ■

The author is a University of Virginia research scientist
studying the effects of acid rain on Virginia mountain
streams.  Mr. Webb served on the Environmental Working
Group of the Virginia Wind Energy Collaborative and
helped develop a Landscape Classification System report
and other materials to promote effective environmental re-
view and sensitive siting of utility-scale wind energy devel-
opment.  The report and related materials are now avail-
able online at  www.VAwind.org .

A Balanced Approach to Commercial Wind
Energy Development in Virginia

(continued from page 5)
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By Chris Carney — How many times have you wished
we had more activists? More people working on conser-
vation issues? Well, we’re working on it, and we can use
your help. A major goal of the Building Environmental
Community campaign is increasing the number of our
neighbors who are engaged in conservation issues. Not
just aware, but active. That means we have organizing
to do.

When asked for his secret to organizing, United
Farm Workers leader Cesar Chavez famously said, “First
you talk to one person, then you talk to another person,
then you talk to another
person...”

BBBBBethesdaethesdaethesdaethesdaethesda
The action kicked off in
early April at the Bethesda
Metro Station with help
from MetroWoman. Faster
than creeping traffic! Bet-
ter dressed than highway
lobbyists! MetroWoman
has arrived to fight for con-
venient transportation for
all Washington area com-
munities, and she has one
thing to ask: “No more
waiting around. When do
we get the Purple Line?”

SSSSSilvilvilvilvilver Ser Ser Ser Ser Springpringpringpringpring
Not to be outdone by mys-
terious characters wearing
capes, 10 volunteers—
with a mix of leaders and
first-time activists—met in
downtown Silver Spring, Maryland, at a renovated B&O
railroad station operated by the local historic preserva-
tion society. The weather was great, and our volunteers
were excited. They knocked on doors in the neighbor-
hood, speaking with residents, and getting postcards

signed favoring the Purple Line and opposing the Inter-
county Connector Highway.

OxOxOxOxOxon Hon Hon Hon Hon Hillillillillill
With the leaders of the Campaign to Reinvest in the
Heart of Oxon Hill, we co-sponsored an Earth Day pic-
nic in Oxon Hill, Maryland, and lucked out with an
afternoon of great weather at Fort Foote National Park
on the Potomac River. We had information about the
Purple Line, which would bring a Metro Station to Oxon
Hill, and more than 20 folks enjoyed a great cookout in

the shade of the park’s
trees. Volunteers went to
the nearby shopping plaza
and talked to neighbors
about Metro in Oxon Hill
and collected postcards to
be sent to Prince George’s
County Executive Jack
Johnson.

This is a great start,
and this summer we’ll do
more talking: on door-
steps, at Metro Stations,
and in community meet-
ings. Join us! If you’re new
to DC, or new to the Si-
erra Club, on July 20 at the
College Park Sierra Club
office we’re holding a Si-
erra Club 101 training—
an introduction to activ-
ism. We’ll hold similar
trainings in late June (date
TBA) and on October 26
at Brookside Gardens in

Montgomery County.  For location and more informa-
tion, contact Chris Carney at 202-237-0754 or visit
www.sierraclub.org/dc/sprawl.   ■

Chris Carney is the Conservation Organizer for the Sierra
Club’s Metro DC Challenge to Sprawl Campaign.

Metro Woman promotes the Purple Line in Bethesda.
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Let’s Learn from the Women’s Movement

Population

(continued from page 1)
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Climbing As Our Population Climbs

ment already threaten the few unspoiled places left on
the planet, these are absolutely staggering increases!

When confronted with the realities of our growing con-
sumption, it is natural to think about reducing personal
consumption.  Perhaps the most dramatic way that in-
dividuals can reduce energy consumption is to drive
more fuel-efficient vehicles.  The current national aver-
age fuel economy is 21.9 miles per gallon (MPG).5  Yet
40 MPG is within our reach.  Small lightweight vehicles
are available today that get better than this, and Ford
recently began selling a hybrid SUV that is supposed to
get 35 MPG.6  Thus, anyone with the means can buy a
car with fuel economy essentially twice that of the cur-
rent national average.

Unfortunately even if 10 million7 concerned driv-
ers decided to live their environmental ethic, and im-
mediately switched to a 40 MPG vehicle, the reduction
in our total energy consumption would be a meager
seven-tenths of one percent (0.7 percent).8

Moreover, the 0.7 percent reduction would soon
be erased because our total energy consumption steadily
increases as our population increases.  Less than one
year after 10 million virtuous people switched to a fuel-
efficient vehicle, our total energy consumption would
be back where it was before the switch – and increasing
steadily as our population grows.9

This exposition of the stark insufficiency of per-
sonal conservation may have left you a bit incredulous,
but the limitation is not unknown to leading lights in
the environmental community.  Here’s what Robert
Kennedy,  Jr., a prominent environmental lawyer who
is widely recognized for his passionate and moving
speeches, said in a recent interview.

“It’s important for all of us to practice an environ-
mental ethic in our everyday lives, …[But] industry
wants us reading books that list 50 things we can do to
help the environment because that distracts us from the
things we ought to be doing, ...If your choice is to buy
a hybrid vehicle or go work for a politician who is going
to increase industry-wide fuel economy standards, you
better work for the politician.”10

Let’s examine the benefit of improved industry-
wide fuel economy.  Let us fantasize that the Sierra Club,
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and Congress
have been secretly working with the car manufacturers,
and starting next year every personal vehicle on the road
will be fuel efficient to the extent that the national fuel
economy will jump to 40 MPG.  This would result in
fuel consumption for personal vehicular travel being cut
nearly in half.

In absolute terms, this would be a major reduction
in energy consumption.  But relative to the enormous
amount of energy that our total economy consumes, it
would be only a modest 8 percent reduction.11  And
because our population growth is pushing total energy
consumption steadily upward, the reduction would be
short-lived.  In less than a decade our total energy con-
sumption would be back to where it was before we got
a 40 MPG standard – and continuing its upward growth.

Wind energy to the rescue?  Even under an aggres-
sive growth scenario, perhaps just 6 percent of the
nation’s electricity could be supplied by wind power by
2020.12  This is only a fraction of the incremental growth
in electricity consumption over the 20-year period.13

And if current trends continue, our consumption of elec-
tricity in just the next 10 years will grow to the point
where it exceeds the electricity available from all utility
grade wind in the contiguous 48 states.14  This is a very
sobering revelation – particularly when we remember
that electricity generation accounts for just slightly more
than one-third of the energy consumed in the United
States.

Developing wind energy is a good thing; making a

personal choice to buy a fuel-efficient vehicle is a good
thing; working to legislate 40 MPG as a national stan-
dard is a good thing.  But as long as our population
continues to mushroom, none of these good things will
stop our energy consumption from growing with each
passing year.  None will save us from using even more
fossil and nuclear fuel than we do today.

The lesson from the energy consumption example
applies generally.  In every area of environmental activ-
ism, good things can make our situation better than it
would be otherwise.  But as long as our population con-
tinues to mushroom, these good things cannot stop our
situation from getting worse and worse as time goes by.

Tom Horton, The Baltimore Sun columnist and
author of Turning the Tide, Saving the Chesapeake Bay,
recently delivered the same warning: “… given contin-
ued high rates of population increase, all environmen-
tal victories are temporary.”15

Blinding Misconceptions
Two common misconceptions cause many Americans
to be blind to the population-environment connection:
1) U.S. population growth is inevitable, so what’s the
point of discussing it? And 2) If we slow our population
growth, we will sacrifice our prosperity.

The “inevitability” premise is as absurd as it is
widely held.  Even with a net immigration of 1 million

Figure 1(Source available in endnote 4)

(continued on page 8)

What good is a
house, if you
haven't got
a decent planet
to put it on?

HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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people per year, we could stabilize our population (Fig-
ure 2).16 The key is getting the U.S. total fertility rate
(average number of children per woman) down to about
1.8—that is, back down to where it was in the late ‘70s.17

This emphatically does not mean that we should
tell people how many children to have.  Rather it means
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establishing conditions that are conducive to a lower
fertility rate.  I will mention just one such condition
here: encouraging young people to stay in school.

As we can see from Figure 3, fertility drops dra-
matically with increasing education – regardless of race
and ethnicity.  The shockingly large number of people
in the United States without a high school diploma is a
national embarrassment.  Consequently, encouraging
young people to stay in school longer would be imme-
diately beneficial to the young people and our society,
as well as reduce fertility in the longer run.

The supposed population-prosperity link – the
grow-or-die myth – is due to our culture’s endlessly re-
peated story: “Growth is good.”  We hear this story told
by politicians; we hear it told by business people and
chambers of commerce.  We hear it from government
officials, and even from activists working on behalf of
the environment.  The strength and persistence of this
story flows from the “growth machine”— the moneyed
interests who personally profit from population growth.

It matters little that even a presidential report ex-
plicitly stated that neither the vitality of business nor
the welfare of the average person depends on popula-
tion growth.18  The story is so deeply imbedded in us –
so persistently promoted by those who profit from it – that
we are not even aware of it.  We just act in consonance

with it.  We just block out of our consciousness all the
innumerable pieces of information that should make
the population-environment connection alarmingly
clear.

Taking Action
Consciousness-raising on behalf of slowing U.S. popu-
lation growth is surprisingly compatible with our vari-
ous family, work, and volunteer responsibilities.  It does
not require a highly centralized effort.  It is something
each of us can do independently of any organized ef-
fort.  And we can work on an ad-hoc basis – fitting our
effort into our busy schedules as required.

Consciousness-raising does not require that we
become experts.  It is simply a tool to raise awareness
about a specific problem.  It is not intended to find or
promote specific solutions to the problem; rather it is
intended to prepare the way for specific solutions to
emerge.  Of course, it is helpful to have a general idea
about the solutions.  And, therefore, a few hours of per-

sonal education via a book or two (such as the one noted
at the end of this article) would be beneficial.

So what is our personal role?  When we read or
hear something that promotes population growth, as-
serts that population growth is inevitable, or celebrates
population growth, our job is to contradict the falla-

cious thinking.  Step by step we need to educate the
unaware and call to account those who promote the
“growth is good” story for personal gain.

Once you decide to do this, you will be amazed at
the abundance of opportunities.  Three examples fol-
low.

◆    After listing the ills caused by growth (long com-
mutes, overcrowded schools, water scarcity, dangerous
streets, and disappearing open spaces), the editors of a
major newspaper proclaimed that growth is inevitable
and welcome.19

◆    Even though population growth in the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed is well understood to be the pri-
mary cause of the decline of what was once the world’s
most productive estuary, the leader of the most promi-
nent “save the Bay” organization wrote: We cannot, nor
do we want to stop new growth.20

◆   Radio ads for the mortgage company Fannie
Mae often conclude by nearly singing the phrase “for a
growing America.”

Population

Let’s Learn from the Women’s Movement

Figure 2 (Source available in endnote16)

(continued frompage 7)

(continued on page 9)

Figure 3 (Source available in endnote 21)
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Each of these three examples is egregious and, in
an aware society, would have raised a storm of protest.

Our protests – our consciousness-raising – need
not be eloquent or a major effort.  Involvement could
even be fun.  We might revive the idea of conscious-
ness-raising groups (face to face or via email) so that
protest opportunities, our responses, our sense of pur-
pose, and a few laughs can be shared.

A few decades ago our culture embraced the fal-
lacy that women were quite limited in their abilities to
function in business and political arenas.  Fortunately
for women and their daughters this fallacy has been
largely dispatched through consciousness-raising.  To-
day, the environmental legacy for future daughters and
sons hinges on our willingness to use consciousness-rais-
ing to dispatch the false notion that U.S. population
growth is inevitable and good.  When this fallacy is ul-
timately discredited, Americans will be able to acknowl-
edge the link between our worsening environmental
problems and our population growth.  It is then that
America will finally be able to enjoy lasting environ-
mental victories.    ■

In his New Year’s Eve 2004 Baltimore Sun column, Tom
Horton named Ed Stennett “as one of the bay region’s most
unsung and important environmental heroes.” Ed is the
author of In Growth We Trust, Sprawl, Smart Growth,
and Rapid Population Growth.  Carl Pope, the Executive
Director of the Sierra Club, has said the book contains “some
of the most creative thinking on fertility and the American
future in the last decade.”  To learn more about the book,
visit www.growtheducation.org.
     This article is supported by 21 notes, which are avail-
able upon request.

Population

(continued from page 8)
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Pol Watching

Our Maryland Congressional Representatives have recently cast votes for and against
environmental protection.   Please take a minute to remind your Representative to vote in
favor of bills protecting our health and heritage.  And when votes are cast in favor of
environmental protection, remember to say thanks!    You can contact your Representative
online at www.house.gov/writerep/.

HR 6, Energy Bill, passed 249 to 183.
Big tax breaks for big oil. At least $8 billion over 10 years in tax breaks for oil and gas
exploration, coal extraction and nuclear energy, compared with under $500 million in
incentives for energy efficiency and renewable energy. Also opens the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas drilling and gives MTBE manufacturers immunity from suits
alleging that the additive has polluted groundwater. Fuel Economy Standards would not
change under this bill (and there’s more bad stuff too).

Voting for this bill:   Wynn.

Voting against this bill:   Bartlett, Ca rdin, Cummings, Gilchrest, Hoyer,
Ruppersberger, Van Hollen.

Fuel Efficiency Standards, amendment to HR 6:  177 for, 254 against.
Would raise fuel efficiency standards for automobiles, SUVs and light trucks to an average
of 33 mpg by 2015.

Voting against the amendment:   Cummings, Hoyer, Ruppersberger, Wynn.

Voting for the amendment:   Ba rtlett, Cardin, Gilchrest, Van Hollen.

Contamination Liability, amendment to HR 6: 213 for, 219 against.
Would allow suits against manufacturers of MTBE, a gasoline additive, in instances where it
escapes from underground storage tanks and contaminates groundwater.

Voting against the amendment: Bartlett.

Voting for the amendment:  Ca rdin, Cummings, Gilchrest, Hoyer,
Ruppersberger, Van Hollen, Wynn.

Arctic Refuge Drilling, amendment to HR 6:  200 for, 219 against.
A yes vote was to keep ANWR off-limits to drilling.

Voting for the amendment:  all Ma ryland Congressmen.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

How Did Your Representative Vote?
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By Gregor Becker —  I wish I could slide into the brain
of 6th District Congressman Roscoe Bartlett, but I haven’t
been able to find the opening. Even without that access,
though, I’m going to try to shed some light on this
enigma. Perhaps ten years ago, Congressman Bartlett’s
office called me to request a one-on-one meeting about
the C & O Canal Park. I was a fairly recent Sierra Group
Chair for Catoctin then, so I asked Guy Guzzone, the
Maryland Chapter Director at that time, to join me.
We met Representative Bartlett at a diner, as I recall.
The congressman wanted Sierra Club support for sell-
ing inholdings back to the families that had originally
owned them. A number of families had lease-for-life
agreements for campsites in the park, but wanted to be
able to pass these sites on to family or to sell them. This
would have seriously fragmented the park, but in Con-
gressman Bartlett’s mind, it would restore ownership to
the original and rightful owners. This was my first
wakeup call regarding concerns about individual rights
over the community good.

Over the years, I have met Bartlett a few times in
his office and attended one of his constituent meetings.
Many bitter, disenfranchised individuals vented about
taxation or how big government had intruded in their
lives. Congressman Bartlett has the answer. He carries a
pocket copy of the Constitution, sort of like the Bible
in that he can read from it as sacred text, then interpret
it to assuage the listener’s wounded psyche. The art of
this interpretation is quite impressive. The framers’ words
illustrate the errors of Bartlett’s opponents’ ways, show
how his opponents have strayed from the original in-
tent, and suggest—not so subtly—that the motivation
is profit and policies that take advantage of the little
guy. The Constitution offers a reassuring certitude to
suffering citizens.

Many readers may have been shocked by Congress-
man Bartlett’s recent speeches on the House floor em-
phasizing that we are on the downside of peak oil sup-
ply, while he urged a transition to clean energy sources
such as solar, wind, geothermal and bio-energy resources.
But I was not surprised. Congressman Bartlett is an in-
telligent man and a scientist-inventor. He built solar

homes as a businessman, and he drives a hybrid car. He
even advocates addressing greenhouse gases through
these and other clean technologies and through energy
efficiency. Funding invasive plant control also has his
support. Sounds like he’s pro-environment,  right?

Hold your applause! What motivates these green
positions? As I said, Bartlett is a scientist. He sees the
writing on the wall . . . and he recognizes that most
people care about the environment and public health,
whether they are sportsmen or armchair eco-warriors or
parents concerned about their children’s health and heri-
tage. In all these concerns, his voice is certainly wel-
come. I, for one, don’t expect him to turn into some
environmental champion, as many Sierrans might hope.

He recently voted for the budget bill that includes
a “reconciliation” to allow drilling in ANWR. He did
vote against including drilling in ANWR as an amend-
ment to the budget bill and he did vote against HR 6, a
horrendous energy bill with extensive support for coal
and natural gas drilling. This might even garner him a
positive mark on his current 0% environmental voting
record.

Bartlett is a member of the Seventh Day Adventist

Church.  He has been a staunch supporter of keeping
God and the Bible in the public view. He supports keep-
ing “under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance and allow-
ing monuments to the Ten Commandments on public
property. Some may admire this devotion. But, it seems,
protecting God’s creation does not evoke in his brain
the same zeal. Congressman Bartlett has ten children,
but preserving a public lands heritage or protecting pub-
lic health does not seem to stir him as much as protect-
ing business.

The Republican philosophy of safeguarding indi-
vidual rights and free enterprise (business) rights will
often trump any environmental leanings that he might
have. Most conservatives find targets or incentives to be
repugnant restrictions, and yet Bartlett voted for the cor-
porate average fuel economy (CAFE) standards.

Can we wait for manufacturers to volunteer to
make more efficient appliances or SUVs?  If one recog-
nizes that people are often motivated by style (advertis-
ing) and convenience (cheap oil), allowing the free-mar-
ket rule is a frightening option. I say, God bless Roscoe
Bartlett for the inspiring environmental views that he
does have!

My look inside Congressman Bartlett’s brain would
reveal no environmental friend, but a potentially strong
conservative ally who can be depended on when his in-
stincts about science and conservation are not over-
whelmed by his strong conservative principles. These
include a Libertarian free-enterprise worldview, unim-
peded individual property rights and self-interest, and a
personal interpretation of Christian faith and the Con-
stitution.

In short, when an important environmental issue
is up for a vote, there are many reasons to expect that
Bartlett might vote against it. And yet there is that al-
most quirky support for alternative energy. Thanks to
Bartlett, a new rest stop will be built on Route 70 in
Frederick County showcasing green building techniques.
Maybe there is a promising green glimmer that will
slowly overtake his colleagues as they realize the oil is
running out.     ■

Gregor Becker represents the Catoctin Group on the Mary-
land Chapter executive committee.

Inside Bartlett’s Brain

Congressman Roscoe Bartlett.  Photo by Larry Glenn.

Congressman Roscoe Bartlett Surprised Constituents by Speaking Out about the Need to Move Beyond Oil.  Has He Signaled
a Change in Philosophy?

Pol Watching
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Why Grow Native Plants?
By Ann Lundy—Native plants are the ones that tell us
where we are; what the soil is like; how hot the sum-
mer/how cold the winter; when the area was last dis-
turbed and what kinds of birds, mammals, reptiles and
insects we are likely to see in that place. They are the
plants that were here when the European settlers arrived.
They give us a sense of place. They make the Low Coun-
try of South Carolina and Georgia distinctive, the moun-
tains of North Carolina and Tennessee special, the roll-
ing hills of Maryland and Virginia idyllic, the coast of
Maine austere. Unlike McDonald’s hamburgers they are
not the same everywhere. Each region exhibits its own
unique palette of natives, which are adapted to the con-
ditions they encounter in their native habitat. Native
plants are the ones we should be looking for when our
gardening conditions are similar to their habitat—
whether it is a dry, south facing slope, a spring-fed
meadow or a shady woodland.

In the wild, native plants control erosion along
streams and around large bodies of water. They purify
the air by their respiration and help filter our water as it
seeps through the ground. They are also the best means
of support for the many creatures below us on the food
chain, visible and invisible, because these species evolved
with and are adapted to eating the local foods. And,
although they will eat the leaves and fruits of non-na-
tive plants, they often do not get the same nourishment
from exotic plants as they do from a native plant. With-
out all of these smaller creatures eating our native plants’
leaves, pollens, fruits—and each other–our ecological
diversity would decline tremendously.

Our native plants are also adapted to the local
climate–they are seldom “winter-killed” or affected by
late frosts. Only when we try to grow a plant from an-
other place do we find it affected by the weather–either
too hot or too cold, too dry or too wet.  Hardiness zones
often influence our decisions in the garden, but growing
regionally native plants makes the question irrelevant.

Native plants also produce their pollens, nectars,
fruits and seeds at the times when native birds and ani-
mals most need the particular fats, sugars and proteins
offered.  The nectar rich coral honeysuckle (Lonicera

sempervirens) comes into bloom just before the April
arrival of the ruby-throated hummingbird (the aphids
that appear are just an added source of protein!). The
shadblow/juneberry (Amelanchier spp.) blooms early in
the spring and sets fruit in June, just in time to feed
birds who have started their families. And the red fruits
of the native flowering dogwood (Cornus florida), which
are full of fat, ripen just in time to feed birds, which
need to store up nourishment for migration.

In my small suburban garden, I anticipate spring
when flocks of cedar waxwings arrive in late February
to strip the hollies (Ilex opaca) of their berries and the
Amelanchiers open their frothy panicles of bloom in
early April. I know that things have warmed up for good
when the ruby-throated hummingbird shows up to sip
from the  honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) climbing
the back fence and the dogwood (Cornus florida) offers
up its showy white bracts in the shady area in front of

the house. In May, when the perfumed fringe tree
(Chionanthus virginicus) is in bloom, I just want to weed
nearby. I love to watch the hum of activity in my border
as the tiny flower flies, solitary bees and butterflies feed
on my purple coneflowers (Echinacea), heleniums, great
blue lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica), goldenrods (Solidago)
and joe-pye weed (Eupatorium maculatum) in July and
August and September. And when brilliant yellow gold-
finches flit in to feed on the ornamental seed-heads of
the purple coneflowers, I know that it’s time to think
seriously about fall chores in the garden. I tolerate the
neighborhood rabbits because they are fun to watch,

and I am fascinated by the sharp-shinned hawk who
occasionally stops by in the winter and makes the gar-
den suddenly quiet by his presence, as all of the smaller
birds take refuge in the Arborvitae (Thuja spp.) and ce-
dar (Juniperus virginiana).

As an added benefit, native plants, once established
in your garden, require little maintenance, because they
need no fertilizer other than an organic mulch, no spray-
ing with chemicals to kill insects (most of them are harm-
less), and no extra water. And weeds, which thrive on
excess nitrogen and soil disturbance, are less likely to
find a home in your garden. So which native plants
should you be growing? The real answer depends on what
kind of growing conditions you have, or want to create.

 The more variety you have, the more interesting
your garden will be. Use the shade of an oak to grow
foamflower (Tiarella cordifolia), golden star
(Chrysogonum virginianum), and blue-stem goldenrod
(Solidago caesia) rather than vinca or ivy, or use the area
near a downspout to grow winterberry holly (Ilex
verticilatta), sneezeweed (Helenium autumnale), and
swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata–a butterfly mag-
net). Plant a sweetbay magnolia (Magnolia virginiana)
in a moist area near the patio and enjoy its scent all
summer. Try growing bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica)
near the end of the driveway, where everything else dies
from the road salt of winter. Spread Aster oblongifolius,
goldenrods (Solidago spp.), and little bluestem grass
(Schizachyrium scoparium) over the dry, gritty mound
of spoil left by the builder. If in doubt, most nursery
labels will give information on a plant’s preferred grow-
ing conditions, or you can check out the lists of native
plants for particular growing conditions on the web sites
of the local native plant societies or ask a native plant
nursery for recommendations. By taking advantage of
your growing conditions and learning to appreciate the
beauty of your own regionally native plants, you can
have a beautiful garden, attract birds and butterflies,
save water, and reduce garden maintenance as well.     ■

Invasive Species and Habitat Restoration

Native plants, once established,
require little maintenance,
because they need no fertilizer
other than an organic mulch,
no spraying with chemicals to
kill insects (most of them are
harmless), and no extra water.

Reprinted by permission of Chesapeake Home magazine.
For more information on the Maryland Native Plant Soci-
ety, see www.mdflora.org.
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By Annie Rehill —Ah, golf. A refreshing stroll among
clusters of pines and oaks, across acres and acres of soft
hills. Close-cropped grass hides no mosses, no anthills,
no ugly brown patches. Just waves of green rolling along
under the trees—and oozing pesticides and fertilizers
into the soil, lakes, rivers, oceans, and water table.

Still, why try to deny the aesthetic appeal of a golf
course? The sheer beauty is an integral part of the expe-
rience, of throwing oneself into the exercise, the air, the
game. The economic benefits are equally irrefutable. The
golf economy is significant, accounting for more than
$62 billion worth of goods and services in the year 2000,
according to SRI International, an independent research
institute.

I’m not a golf player, so I’m on shaky turf in asking
this question, but I’ve often wondered why the game
must be played on what might as well be Astroturf.
Wouldn’t the presence of bumps, brown spots, and
mosses enhance the outdoorsy joy of it all?

Maybe it’s related to the American penchant for
perfect lawns, if “perfect” means devoid of insect life
and wilderness. Compared with the American dream,
our yard, a mowed field, does not measure up. Dande-
lions cheerfully dot the mole-burrowed quarter-acre in
front of our house, where we’ve staked out areas under
the white oak to remind us not to mow down the vol-
unteer baby cedars. I notice dry patches out there and
lots of bulges. A light green chickweed creeps toward
darker green grass. If you wanted to play golf, you’d run
into plenty of obstacles. That must be it—minimize the
impediments. You want your graceful swing to send your
ball clear across the shaved grounds, straight at that pen-
nant beckoning your shot home.

If we accept that golf must be played on the exist-
ing type of courses, a question to be further explored
among conservation-minded aficionados, the next is-
sue has to be how to better protect the land. Increasing
the number of organically maintained golf courses is
one way to achieve this; another is teaching the concept
of integrated pest management (IPM).

Even the U.S. Golf Association admits: “The push
to eliminate or reduce the use of synthetic fertilizer and
pesticides in golf course management has risen in many
communities across North America, including Seattle,
San Francisco, Long Island, Quebec, and others.”1 The
article makes an important concession: “Would the game
of golf survive if only organic maintenance practices
could be employed? The answer would have to be a

qualified ‘yes.’ If, for argument’s sake, the game of golf
is 500 years old, then it has been totally organic for about
400 of those years.”

This is powerful ammunition for groups such as
the Neighborhood Network Organic Golf Project, whose
mission is “to prove that golf courses can be maintained
organically, and thereby demonstrate that all turf can
be maintained without chemical pesticides.”2 In a ma-
jor victory, the Network won a lawsuit against Suffolk
County, Long Island, as a result of which there will soon
be two organically maintained golf courses in Yaphank.
The Neighborhood Network was invigorated.

Moving on to Stony Point, Rockland County, the
Network joined forces with locals to work for 295 acres
marked for golf-course development. The town’s initial
assessment had concluded there would be “no signifi-
cant environmental impact,” and thus no full environ-

mental impact study had been required. But the nature
lovers pressed on—and in 2002 won an appeal in which
the court found that “the Town Board’s determination
was not made in accordance with lawful procedure and
was arbitrary, capricious, and irrational.”

As organically maintained golf courses continue to
sprout, the movement will pick up speed and strength.
Another line of attack is in the schools. As it happens,
my scientist husband, Brian, taught turfgrass entomol-
ogy at Penn State University while pursuing his Ph.D.
in biology. The subject is an essential element of the
popular Turfgrass Management Program, which sends
its graduates worldwide to vacation and luxury destina-
tions.

Brian found that students overwhelmingly craved
knowledge only about how best to kill insects, mosses,
and fungi. The possibility of instead controlling these
life forms through IPM was so radical that Brian spent
a large percentage of his teaching hours just trying to

sell the concept.
So much easier to spray, then go lounge at the pool

or hit a few yourself. Undeterred, Brian explained, again
and again. He conceded: Yes, it’s more work. He ca-
joled: But see the value. See how you can help save the
planet. He appealed: Think of your future grandchil-
dren; do you want them drinking poison or good, fresh,
clean water? Think of yourself. Your dog.

IPM involves taking samples, at regular times, of
insects and places throughout the terrain. Detailed
records must be kept. And it means studying, learning
which natural enemies may be introduced without dis-
rupting the natural balance or giving rise to new prob-
lems. Milky spore disease kills Japanese beetles, for in-
stance, and predators such as wasps feast on grubs.

IPM doesn’t mean no pesticides, only a more judi-
cious use of them. Students learn when applications may
be required, and the minimum effective dose of these
oil-based toxins. “The incentive for IPM will increase
as oil prices increase,” Brian notes, “because pesticide
prices will rise accordingly.” A hopeful thought.

Nearly all of his students held jobs at golf courses.
One informed him, “My superintendent doesn’t believe
in these new methods of population control. He relies
on the traditional methods of pesticide application.”

Ever the professional, Brian calmly pointed out that
populations have been controlled for millions of years
by “these so-called new methods. Pesticides have only
been around for a very short time, and in that time they
have often been misused and overused.”

Just as in other environmental efforts, changing
the habits of those who manage golf courses demands
patience. A multi-pronged strategy seems wise, taking
into account not only nature’s (including people’s) needs
but also economic realities and self-interest. Talking
about all of the considerations can only help. Do you
know where your golf-course manager is this evening?

And we should talk more about private yards, too.
Most people don’t play golf there, so I still don’t grasp
the need for a perfectly level outdoor carpet.    ■
Notes:
1  1. Matt Nelson, “Is Inorganic or Organic In?”  Green
Section Record, Jan.-Feb.2005, http://www.usga.org/turf/
green_section_record/2005/jan_feb/Inorganic.html.
2 “Organic Golf,” Getting It Done for Long Island, http://
neighborhood-network.org/golf/. Neighborhood Network,
Farmingdale, NY. For more information on the group’s
environmental stewardship efforts, call 631-963-5454.

Golf! Putting It Green

The Sporting Life



CCCCChesaphesaphesaphesaphesapeakeakeakeakeakeeeee 1313131313 Summer  2005Summer  2005Summer  2005Summer  2005Summer  2005

Annapolis
Anne Arundel County Farmers Market
Riva Road and Harry S. Truman Pkwy.
Contact:  Bobi Crispens
(410) 987-6034
Open-Air/Seasonal
April-September
Saturday, 7:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
June-October
Tuesday, 7:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
July-September
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
October-December
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Downtown Annapolis Farmers Market
Calvert and Clay Street,
across from the Arundel Center
Contact:  Bobi Crispens
(410) 987-6034
July-September
Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Baltimore
32d Street Farmers Market (Waverly)
E 32d and Barclay Street
Contact:  Marc Rey
(410) 889-6388
http://www.32ndstreetmarket.org
Open-Air/Year-Round
Saturday, 7:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Baltimore Farmers Market
Downtown, Saratoga Street, between
Holliday and Gay Streets
Contact:  Carole Simon
(410) 752-8632/(443) 263-4316
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-December
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Eastpoint Farmers Market
Eastpoint Mall
7839 Eastern Avenue
Contact:  Customer Service
(410) 284-6695
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Farmers Market at the Avenue
The Avenue at Whitemarsh
Parking lot behind Barnes and Noble
Contact:  Kathleen McLaren
(410) 931-0411, ext. 100
Open-Air/Seasonal
July-October
Friday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Highlandtown Farmers Market
3500 block of Bank Street, at the corner
of South Conkling and Bank Streets
Contact:  Katie McKenna
(410) 342-3234
July-October
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Howard Park Farmers Market
Liberty Heights and Woodbine Avenue
Contact:  David Carroll
(443) 286-9867
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-December
Saturday, 6:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Village of Cross Keys
Farmers Market
Parking lot, Village of Cross Keys
5100 Falls Road
Contact:  Beverly Burton
(410) 592-6095
June-October
Tuesday, 10:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Bel Air
Bel Air Farmers Market
Mary Risteau Building
Parking lot, 2 South Bond Street
Contact:  Ron McCarty
(410) 836-6346
http://www.belairfarmersmarket.org
Open-Air/Seasonal
April-October
Tuesday, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Saturday, 7:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Twilight Farmers Market at Rockfield
Manor
501 Churchville Road

Contact:  John Sullivan
(410) 638-3059
May-September
Last Friday of the month,
5:00 p.m.-dusk

Beltsville
USDA Beltsville Farmers Market
5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Parking Lot B
Contact:  Ed Hicks
(301) 504-1776
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Berlin
Berlin “Shore Fresh” Farmers Market
North Main Street
Downtown Historic Berlin
Contact:  Sue Beaman
(410) 641-4775
Open-Air/Seasonal
July-November
Wednesday, 12:00 noon-6:00 p.m.
April-December
Friday, 12:00 noon-6:00 p.m.

Bethesda
Bethesda Farmers Market
Veterans Park
Norfolk and Woodmont Avenues
Contact:  Jeremy Criss/Jeff Burton
(301) 590-2830/215-6660 ext. 23
Seasonal
May-October
Tuesday, 10:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Montgomery Farm Women’s Co-op
Market
7155 Wisconsin Avenue
Contact:  Barbara Johnson
(301) 652-2291
Year-Round
Wednesday & Saturday,
7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Spring-Fall
Friday, 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Bowie
Bowie Main Street Farmers Market
Gallant Fox Lane and Maryland Route
197
Contact:  Matt Reno
(301) 809-3076
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

California
St. Mary’s County California Farmers
Market
Route 235 and Town Creek Drive
(In BAE Parking lot)
Contact:  Donna Sasscer
(301) 475-4200, ext.1402
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Cambridge
Dorchester County Farmers Market and
Watermen’s Market
Corner of Hayward and Byrn Streets
Contact:  Dennis Ewell
(410) 228-8671
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Tuesday & Friday, 8:00 a.m.-sellout

Catonsville
Catonsville Farmers Market
Bloomsbury Community Center
106 Bloomsbury Avenue
Contact:  Bruce VanDervort
(410) 719-9609
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-November
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Centreville
Centreville Farmers Market
100 Court House Square on
North Commerce Street
Contact:  Ed Parry
(410) 758-1291
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-November

Buy Local!  Maryland Farmers Markets

(contunued on page 14)
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Wednesday & Saturday,
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Charlotte Hall
North St. Mary’s Farmers Market
Charlotte Hall Library Parking lot
at the Intersection of Routes 5 & 6
Contact:  Donna Sasscer
(301) 475-4200, ext. 1402
Seasonal
May-October
Monday-Saturday, Daylight hours

Chesapeake City
Cecil County Farmers Market
2728 Augustine Herman Highway at
Chesapeake Wine and Spirits
Contact:  Joanne Richart-Young
(410) 996-6292/(800) 232-4595
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Friday, 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.

Chestertown
Chestertown Farmers Market
Park Row at the Fountain Park
Contact:  Owen McCoy
(410) 639-7217
Open-Air/Seasonal
March-December
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

College Park
College Park Farmers Market
5211 Paint Branch Parkway,
on parking lot of Herbert Wells Ice
Rink/Ellen Linson Swimming Pool
Contact:  Phil Miller
(301) 297-9370
Seasonal
May-November
Saturday, 7:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Cumberland
Downtown Cumberland Farmers Market
Downtown Pedestrian Mall
Contact:  Jack Miltenberger
(304) 738-1093
Seasonal

June-October
Thursday & Saturday,
9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Columbia
Howard County Farmers Market
Mt. Pisgah AME Church
5901 Cedar Fern Court
Contact:  Dave Shaw
(410) 531-9577
Seasonal
May-October
Tuesday, 2:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Howard County Farmers Market
Behind East Columbia Library
6600 Cradlerock Way
Contact:  Lana Edelen
(301) 934-9004
Seasonal
May-November
Thursday, 2:30
p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Cooksville
Howard County
Farmers Market at
Glenwood Library
2350 Route 97
Contact:  Linda Brown
(410) 489-4460
Seasonal
June-October
Saturday, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Deale
Deale Farmers Market
Cedar Grove United Methodist Church
parking lot
5965 Deale-Churchton Road
Contact:  Connie Hirschman
(410) 867-3979
Open-Air/Seasonal
Early July- Mid October
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Denton
Denton Farmers Market
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church

Franklin Street and 5th Avenue
Contact:  Leanne Allen
(410) 479-2050
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Tuesday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Dundalk
Dundalk Village Farmers Market
Veterans Park, behind post office
Contact:  Jerry Bukovsky
(410) 285-3476
Open-Air/Seasonal
July-October
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Easton
Easton Farmers Market

Parking lot off Harrison
Street

Contact:  Carolyn Jaffe
(410) 820-8822
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-August
Wednesday, 1:00
p.m.-6:00 p.m.

May-December
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00

p.m.

Edgewood
Edgewood Farmers Market
Edgewood, across from MARC
Rail station
Contact:  Alan Doran
(443) 372-0080
Seasonal
May-October
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Elkton
Cecil County Farmers Market at Elkton
129 E. Main Street (Courthouse)
Contact:  Joanne Richart-Young
(410) 996-6292/(800) 232-4595
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Emmitsburg
Emmitsburg Farmers Market
Across the street from 130th South Se-
ton Avenue
Contact:  Jen Staiger
(410) 925-8056
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Friday, 3:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Frederick
Downtown Frederick Farmers Market
Carroll Street, between Patrick & All
Saints Streets
Contact:  Heather Galbraith
(240) 629-6360
Open-Air/Seasonal
July-September
Second Friday of the Month,
5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Everedy Square & Shab Row Farmers
Market
Downtown, East and East Church Streets
Contact:  Wendy Barth
(301) 898-3183
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

The Great Frederick Fair Farmers’
Market
Fairgrounds
797 East Patrick Street
Contact:  Bob Fogle
(301) 663-5895
Year-Round
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Fort Detrick Farmers Market
In front of Building 549, library and caf-
eteria
Contact:  Market Master
(301) 846-1956
Seasonal
June-October
Tuesday, 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Buy Local!  Maryland Farmers Markets
(contunued from page 13)
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West Frederick Farmers Market
Behind Medical Center
110 Baughman’s Lane
Contact:  Wendy Barth
(301) 898-3183
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-November
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Frostburg
Frostburg Farmers Market
Downtown, Main Street
Contact:  Jack Miltenberger
(304) 738-1093
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Friday, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Gaithersburg
Gaithersburg Farmers Market
Fulks Corner Avenue and
Maryland Route 355
Contact:  Jeremy Criss
(301) 590-2830
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Thursday, 2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Gaithersburg Main Street Pavilion
Farmers Market
Kentland, corner of Main and
Hart Streets
Contact:  Nansie Heimer Wilde
(301) 258-6350
Seasonal
June-October
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Glen Burnie
Glen Burnie Town Center Farmers
Market
Central Avenue and Platzer Lane
Anne Arundel County Parking Lot
Contact:  Lisa Barge
(410) 222-7410
Open-Air/Seasonal
July-October
Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Hagerstown
Hagerstown City Farmers Market
25 West Church Street
Contact:  Susie Salvagni
(301) 739-8577, ext. 183
Year-Round
Saturday, 5:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Washington County Farmers Market
Prime Outlets Boulevard, off Sharpsburg
Pike
Contact:  Pearl Martin
(301) 733-4551
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
June-September
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Havre de Grace
Havre de Grace Farmers Market
Pennington Avenue at North Washing-
ton Street
Contact:  Cathy Vincenti
(410) 939-3303
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Hyattsville
Hyattsville Farmers Market at Queens
Chapel Town Center
Corner of Queens Chapel Road and
Hamilton Street
Contact:  Peggy Campanella
(301) 627-0977
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Tuesday, 2:00 p.m.-
6:00 p.m.

Kensington
Kensington Farmers
Market
Train station lot,
Howard Avenue
Contact:  Shirley Watson
(301) 949-2424

Open-Air/Seasonal
April-November
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

LaPlata
LaPlata Farmers Market
Court house parking lot
Charles Street and Washington Avenue
Contact:  Joe Harrison
(301) 934-8721/870-3377
Open-Air/Seasonal
April-November
Wednesday, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Laurel
Laurel Farmers Market
300 block of Main Street
Contact:  Francis Gosman
(301) 854-2917
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Thursday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

LaVale
LaVale Farmers Market
Country Club Mall, center court
Contact:  Jack Miltenberger
(304) 738-1093
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Tuesday, 9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

McHenry
Mountain Fresh Farmers Market

Garrett County Fairgrounds
off Route 219

Contact:  Cathy Sand-
ers
(301) 334-4580/334-
6960
Seasonal
June-September

Thursday, 10:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m.

Middletown
Middletown Farmers Market
South Church Street, across from
the firehouse
Contact:  Leslie Deavers
(301) 371-7223
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Oakland
Mountain Fresh Farmers Market
Town Parking Lot
Contact:  Cathy Sanders
(301) 334-6960/334-4580
Seasonal
June-October
Wednesday & Saturday,
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Ocean City
Ocean City Farmers Market
Phillips Restaurant parking lot
142d Street and Coastal Highway
Contact:  Paul Wood
(410) 548-2884
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
June-September
Tuesday & Thursday,
8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
July-September
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Odenton
Piney Orchard Farmers Market
Stream Valley Drive
Off Route 170
Piney Orchard Community Center
Contact:  Bill Morris
(410) 974-8313
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Wednesday, 2:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Thanksgiving Special,
November 24th
12:00 noon-4:00 p.m.

Buy Local!  Maryland Farmers Markets
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Pikesville
Pikesville Farmers Market
Walker Avenue near Reistertown Road
Contact:  Gabe Rosenbush
(410) 653-5019
Open-Air/Seasonal
July-October
Tuesday, 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Pocomoke City
Pocomoke City Farmers Market
Downtown Market Street at Front Street
Contact:  Russell Blake
(410) 957-1333
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Saturday, 7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Potomac
Potomac Presbyterian Church Farmers
Market
Behind church in parking lot
10301 River Road
Contact:  Jeremy Criss
(301) 590-2830
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Thursday, 1:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Prince Frederick
Calvert County Farmers Market
Prince Frederick Shopping Center
98 South Solomons Island Road
Indoor Market
Contact:  Market Master
(410) 414-9669/(443) 532-1681
May-December
Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Princess Anne
Princess Anne Farmers Market
Manokin river Park near Somerset &
Broad Streets
Contact:  Jay Parker
(410) 651-1818
Seasonal
June-October
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Riverdale
Riverdale Farmers Market
MARC Rail station parking lot,
off Queensbury Road
Contact:  Patricia Gladding
(301) 927-1362
Seasonal
May-October
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.
October 27-November 17
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Rockville
Rockville Farmers Market
Contact:  Andrew Klee
(240) 314-8604
Open-Air/Seasonal
May-October
Corner of Route 28 and
Monroe Street in the parking lot
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
June-September
E. Montgomery at Maryland
Avenue in front of Regal Theatre
Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

St. Michaels
St. Michaels “Freshfarm” Market
Muskrat Park on the St. Michaels Har-
bor
Corner of Willow and Green Streets
Contact:  Elizabeth Beggins
(410) 745-3457
Open-Air/Seasonal
April-October
Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 noon

Salisbury
Salisbury “Shore Fresh” Farmers Market
Courthouse Parking Lot, at the intersec-
tion of Business
Routes 13 &50
Contact:  Jim Kelly
(410) 713-2022
Open-Air/Seasonal
April-December
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
May-October

Wednesday, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Severna Park
Severna Park Farmers Market
Ritchie Highway
Route 2 and Jones Station Road
Contact:  Anita Robertson
(410) 827-9192
Open-Air/Seasonal
April-October
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Silver Spring
Silver Spring Farmers Market
Ellsworth Drive between Fenton & Ce-
dar
Contact:  Susan Hoffmann
(301) 565-7300
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Saturday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Takoma Park
Takoma Park Farmers Market
Old Town section on Laurel Avenue,
between Eastern and Carroll Avenues
Contact:  Melanie Dietrich Cochran
(717) 423-6758
Open-Air/Year-Round
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Taneytown
Taneytown Farmers Market
222 E. Baltimore Street
Contact:  Vonny Dickinson
(410) 756-2586
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-September
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon

Towson
Towson Farmers Market
Allegheny Avenue, between Washington
Avenue and York Road
Contact:  Suzan F. Doordan
(410) 825-1144
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-November

Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

 Westminster
Carroll County Farmers Market
Smith Avenue
Carroll County Agriculture Center
Contact:  Anita Bullock
(410) 848-7748
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-September
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
November-December
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Downtown Westminster Farmers Market
Conaway parking lot, corner of
Railroad Avenue (Route 27) and Emer-
ald Hill Lane
Contact:  Stanley Ruchlewicz
(410) 848-5294
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Saturday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Wheaton
Wheaton Farmers Market
Reedie Drive, between Veirs Mill Road
and Georgia Avenue
Contact:  Margie Satterlee
(410) 215-7173
Open-Air/Seasonal
June-October
Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Buy Local!  Maryland Farmers Markets
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By Jon Robinson—This is a double book review for the
very good reason that the first book, The Red Queen,
provides the context within which to understand the
second book, Collapse. The environmental movement
has many members who were attracted by the aesthetic
appeal of our natural heritage; unfortunately, they have
little understanding of underlying biologic, ecological,
or evolutionary processes that have created and molded
that natural heritage and their own human nature. For
those who would like a one-stop introduction to mod-
ern evolutionary and ecological studies, I strongly rec-
ommend Matt Ridley’s book. He introduces the reader
to some of the principal ecological and evolutionary
questions raised in the twentieth century and describes
the circuitous and interesting path taken by biologists
as they uncovered answers. The description of the path
includes many natural history studies that a person who
enjoys natural ecosystems should find both entertain-
ing and educational. Although the book is written in a
way that non-biologists can easily grasp, the author never
talks down to the reader, but rather draws the reader in
with his own enthusiasm for the subject.

For example, one of the key questions of evolu-
tionary theory is why there is sex.  Clearly a population
that was all female would produce more offspring than
a population in which some fraction was male. In fact,
there are animal populations that are all female.  It was
by studying two closely related species of fish in the arid
areas of northern Mexico that the current theory was
confirmed. One species had only females, and the other
species reproduced sexually. Ridley describes this like
the detective story that it was, right up to the final ex-
periment that confirmed the theory.

Of particular relevance  to the subject of Collapse,
the book also discusses animal mating systems.  It com-
pares and contrasts those of humans with other animals.
It shows how the predictions of evolutionary theory ap-
ply equally to the infidelity of Purple Martins living in
apartments built for them by humans as to the infidel-
ity of humans who live in apartment blocks. Tracing
the role and variety of human mating systems from our
earliest known ancestors through the development of
agriculture up to the modern day, The Red Queen allows
us to understand how the “irrational” choices made by
societies that collapsed—as described in Jared Diamond’s
book—make perfect sense from an evolutionary per-

spective.  It also becomes clear why 99 percent of the
species that ever existed have gone extinct.

There were cases in which prudent actions were
taken, such as by the shogun in Japan or the Incas in the
Andes Mountains. Collapse  readers can easily imagine
how the shogun would have had the power to bring
about a complete change in forest care, but how did the
Incas? We need only to reflect on the Inca mating sys-
tem that Ridley describes. The king had a huge harem,
and each level of administrator below had appropriately
smaller harems, until you got to the common man, who
had no legitimate access to sex at all. This mating sys-
tem was enforced by vigorous use of capital punishment.
Given this level of authority, it is no wonder that collec-
tion of firewood or wood for other uses could be con-
trolled in a top-down manner by the Inca kings.

Each reader will take different lessons from Col-
lapse, but Diamond makes clear that one of the key ele-
ments in the collapse of past societies has been their
inability to identify and respond in a timely manner to
threats to their survival. In addition, the societies that
collapsed also tended to cling to values that decreased
their ability to survive.  Beyond this, one of the side
notes is how scholars all too often tend to romanticize
their subjects of study. For example, as the book shows,
among the scholars of the Anasazi and Mayans, some
refuse to believe that as these societies collapsed, they
reverted to cannibalism and horrific intra-ethnic slaugh-
ter. This in spite of the fact that human proteins were
extracted by well-preserved human fecal material ana-
lyzed from Anasazi sites. We also have documentation
and evidence left by the Mayans.

My main criticism of Collapse is that Professor Dia-
mond tends to repeat some of his points more than I
found necessary; however, he is the professor, and so
perhaps there are good pedagogical reasons for this rep-
etition. It is certainly true that many leaders in the envi-
ronmental movement tend to reject the conclusions that
come so obviously, at least to me, from the case studies
presented in this book. In spite of this complaint, I
strongly recommend that everyone interested in the fu-
ture of the world read this book closely. It clearly delin-
eates the choices available to us as we confront the threats
we have created to our own future here on Earth.

Of particular note is that in a number of cases, the
societies that “succeeded” did so while doing the oppo-

site of what liberals might consider “social justice” when
it came to developing a sustainable (at least for the time
being) lifestyle. This ranged from killing and sometimes
eating members of the neighboring clan or kin group
before laying down an environmental ethic that per-
mitted them to survive for many more generations
(Tikopia islanders), to moving the poor and landless—
along with a few of the rich—out of areas set aside for
forest reserves (Dominican Republic). In this latter case,
it is notable that historically, Haiti was the richer part
of the island than the Dominican Republic, but because
of slight differences in physiography and a major differ-
ence in culture and political history, the tables have been
reversed. The only question is whether the Dominicans
will protect their environment without the strong hand
of a ruthless political leader who understood the im-
portance of environmental protection.

The value systems that protect the environment—
and those that ensure its exhaustion—are particularly
relevant when the environmental community fails to
acknowledge the dire consequences of U.S. population
growth. We all know that adverse environmental conse-
quences flow from both population growth and per
capita consumption. A value system that emphasizes the
latter and downplays the former virtually predicts ulti-
mate failure. This illustrates in a very immediate way
one of Diamond’s main points. In example after example,
the societies that failed were ones that clung to values
that were inappropriate for their circumstances, while
those that persisted were those willing to discard values
that militated against their survival. The survivors de-
veloped alternative values that allowed or enhanced their
ability to persist.

I recommend both books to our political and busi-
ness leaders as well as to lay readers. Perhaps after read-
ing these, they might actually become leaders who look
beyond the next 90 days. You have to read Collapse to
understand this last reference to ninety days–hint, it
explains why there was no post-“victory” plan for Iraq.■

Natural Selection:  Books and Writers

 A Review of  The Red Queen: Sex and the Evolution of Human Nature, by Matt Ridley, and Collapse: How Societies Choose to
Fail or Succeed, by Jared Diamond

Choices We Make, and Why We Make Them
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By Janis Oppelt—“Voluntary simplicity
is a growing grassroots movement spread-
ing throughout America today. People are
simplifying all aspects of their lives to find
a way of life that is outwardly simple and
inwardly rich. The tenets of voluntary
simplicity are frugal consumption, eco-
logical awareness, and personal growth.
As people transform themselves, they also
change the values of society.”

These words, from the web site of
the Maryland-
based Simplicity
Matters Earth In-
stitute (SMEI),
provide the basic
mission of a vol-
unteer organiza-
tion that connects
individuals with
small discussion
groups whose aim
is to meet and ex-
amine personal values and habits in a sup-
portive setting. Through readings and
discussion, participants find encourage-
ment for making life changes that have a
positive effect on the environment.

Topics vary widely depending on the
group, but the following are examples of
the types of offerings.
◆   Exploring deep ecology addresses core
values and how they affect the way people
view and treat the Earth.
◆   Voluntary simplicity explores the dis-
tractions of modern society that keep us
from caring for ourselves, our relation-
ships, and our environment.
◆   Choices for sustainable living links the
ties between lifestyle choices with their
impacts on the Earth.

SSSSSimplicitimplicitimplicitimplicitimplicity My My My My Maaaaatttttttttters Eers Eers Eers Eers Earararararth Institutth Institutth Institutth Institutth Institute:e:e:e:e:
BBBBBrrrrr inging inging inging inging inging “““““ VVVVVolunolunolunolunoluntartartartartary Sy Sy Sy Sy Simplicitimplicitimplicitimplicitimplicityyyyy ””””” t t t t to Mo Mo Mo Mo Marararararylandylandylandylandyland

◆   Discovering a sense of place helps mem-
bers to get to know, and protect, their
places.
◆   Globalization and its critics focuses on
how global trade affects the environment,
local economies, and social and cultural
customs throughout the world.

Most groups meet weekly for eight
or nine weeks to discuss how members
live, how they would like to live, and steps
they would like to take to achieve their

goals.
In addition

to connecting
people with dis-
cussion groups of
interest to them,
SMEI distributes
a monthly email
announcement to
support the edu-
cational work of
the discussion

circles. Most people who finish a circle
are looking for ways to put what they have
learned into action, and the announce-
ments help them do that through out-
ward connections that build communi-
ties. The announcements include a broad
range of events, such as invasive weed
pulls, nature walks, vegetarian dinners,
energy-efficient homes, green building,
composting, solstice/equinox celebra-
tions, and much more.

More comprehensive information
about the discussion groups, monthly
Sunday forums, and email announce-
ments can be found at SMEI’s web site:
www.simplicity-matters.org.    ■

Voluntary Simplicity

Registrations are coming in! The Sierra
Summit will be the largest gathering held
by the Sierra Club in its 113-year history,
and will serve as an important milestone
in the environmental movement. This
four-day event, which is taking place from
September 8–11 in San Francisco, will be
a huge opportunity for attendees to ex-
plore, enjoy, and protect the planet
through a fun and rich learning experi-
ence.

This is also a unique opportunity to
energize the environmental movement at
a critical time, and a chance for all people
who enjoy the planet and are concerned
about its protection to support visioning
the future.

“This will be a rich experience for
all of us,” says Executive Director Carl
Pope. “Good things happen when so
many come together to shape the fu-
ture. Through it, we will further build

Energize the Movement at our Largest Gathering in History:
Sierra Summit 2005

community and articulate hope and our
values.”

There will be a myriad of workshops
on everything from “Backyard Organics”
and “Eating Smart” to “Photography &
Nature” and “Restoring the Wild.” There
will also be an exhibit hall filled with the
latest environmentally sensitive technolo-
gies and products, and Sierra Showcase
will display the accomplishments of our
chapters, groups, and committees. Speak-
ers will include Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.—
one of the country’s environmental cham-
pions and one of Time magazine’s “He-
roes for the Planet” for fighting to restore
the Hudson River. Other speakers include
former Poet Laureate Robert Hass, chef
Alice Waters, and professor George
Lakoff.

The Summit will include the Sierra
Club Strategic Direction Setting process,
which will be the most inclusive and ex-
tensive direction-setting process the Club
has ever had with 1,000 delegates from
across the country. And, as part of the
pre-Summit preparation, all members are
invited to participate in online discussions
at www.sierraclub.org/summitforum.
Click on the “register” link at the top to
get your password emailed to you and join
in!

And, of course, no Sierra Club event
would be the same without outdoor ac-
tivities, and there will be a number of
hikes and other fun opportunities to get
outdoors and socialize. It will be a great
chance to network and learn with other
Sierra members and leaders from around
the country.

Everyone is welcome to attend, have
fun and learn about the exciting ways to
enjoy and protect the planet. To register,
go to www.sierrasummit2005.org to
complete the form online or mail or fax
it in. You can also send e-mail to
scs051.attendee@expoexchange.com,
or call (301) 694-5243.    ■

Sierra Summit 2005
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Maryland Chapter Leaders

EEEEExxxxxecutivecutivecutivecutivecutive Ce Ce Ce Ce Committeeommitteeommitteeommitteeommittee
Betsy Johnson, At-Large Del.,
Chair
301-656-4948
betsy.johnson@maryland.sierraclub.org
Jon Robinson, At-Large Del.,
Vice Chair
301-422-0064
Jon.Robinson@sierraclub.org
Dan Boone, At-Large Del.,
Conservation Co-Chair
301-704-5632
danboone@maryland.sierraclub.org
Bob DeGroot, At-Large Del.
301-340-8348
Ellen Pepin, At-Large Del.,
Membership Chair, Conservation
Co-Chair
410-674-6127
ellen.pepin@maryland.sierraclub.org
Marc Scott, At-Large Del.,
Secretary
301-928-1458
marc.scott@maryland.sierraclub.org
Earl Bradley, Anne Arundel Del.,
ACE Representative
410-267-9357
Earl.Bradley@maryland.sierraclub.org
Gregor Becker, Catoctin Del.
410-876-2182
gregor.becker@maryland.sierraclub.org
Matt Webb, Eastern Shore Del.
302-831-8163
mctavern@udel.edu
Cliff Terry,Greater Balt.  Del.  (Alt)
410-944-9477
cliff.terry@maryland.sierraclub.org
Glenda Kruger, Howard Del., Co-
Treasurer
410-995-1940
glenda.kruger@maryland.sierraclub.org
Ginny Barnes, Montgomery Del.
301-762-WATR
 ginny.barnes@maryland.sierraclub.org
Mike Martin, Prince Georges Del.
michael.martin@maryland.sierraclub.org
Bonnie Bick, Southern MD Del.
301-839-7403
bonnie.bick@maryland.sierraclub.org

Sam White, Western MD Del.
301-264-4162
sam.white@maryland.sierraclub.org

IIIIIssues Cssues Cssues Cssues Cssues Contactsontactsontactsontactsontacts
Sam White, Agriculture  and
CAFO Chair
301-264-4162
sam.white@maryland.sierraclub.org
Charlie Garlow,Air and Energy
Chair
301-593-9823
charlie.garlow@maryland.sierraclub.org
Marc Imlay, Biodiversity, Invasive
Species, and Habitat Stewardship
Chair
301-283-0808
marc.imlay@maryland.sierraclub.org
Cliff Terry, Campaign Finance
Reform Chair
410-944-9477
cliff.terry@maryland.sierraclub.org
Chris Carney, D.C. Metro Region
Challenge to Sprawl Campaign,
Building Environmental Commu-
nities Campaign
202-237-0754
chris.carney@sierraclub.org
Bonnie Bick, Environmental
Justice Chair
301-839-7403
bonnie.bick@maryland.sierraclub.org
Bob DeGroot, Forests Chair
301-340-8348
Rich Norling, Groundwater Chair
410-734-7720
rich.norling@maryland.sierraclub.org
Kim Birnbaum, Pesticides Chair
410-379-1075
Kim.Birnbaum@maryland.sierraclub.org
Ed Stennett, Population Chair
301-948-0168
bev-ed.stennett@worldnet.att.net
Joan Willey, Public Lands Chair
410-267-0716
joan.willey@maryland.sierraclub.org
Steve Caflisch, Transportation
Chair
301-654-3288
steve.caflisch@maryland.sierraclub.org

Ed Merrifield, Water Chair
202-222-0707
ed@potomacriverkeeper.org
Jon Robinson, Wildlife Chair
301-422-0064
Jon.Robinson@sierraclub.org

OOOOOther Cther Cther Cther Cther Contactsontactsontactsontactsontacts
Walter Jones, BICO Chair
443-394-8192
Walter.Jones@maryland.sierraclub.org
Joan Willey,  Fundraising Chair
410-267-0716
joan.willey@maryland.sierraclub.org
Jan Graham, Legislative Chair
410-648-5476
jan.graham@maryland.sierraclub.org
Daniel Soeder, Outings Chair
410-969-9465
djsoeder@yahoo.com
John Fay, PAC  Treasurer
301-946-5599
john.fay@maryland.sierraclub.org
Eric Luedtke, Political Chair
301-847-0461
ericluedtke@yahoo.com
Clay Burkett, Postmaster
postmaster@maryland.sierraclub.org
Adrienne Nash, Student Sierra
Coalition Liaison
adrienne.nash@ssc.org
484-223-8399
Sherry Dixon, Co-Treasurer
s.dixon@maryland.sierraclub.org
Rick Andrews, Webmaster
Andrews4art@yahoo.com

Chapter SChapter SChapter SChapter SChapter Stafftafftafftafftaff
Laurel Imlay
301-277-7111
laurel.imlay@sierraclub.org

OOOOOffice Addrffice Addrffice Addrffice Addrffice Addressessessessess
7338 Baltimore Avenue #1A
College Park, MD 20740
Tel:  301-277-7111; Fax:  301-277-6699

EEEEExplorxplorxplorxplorxploreeeee,,,,, enjo enjo enjo enjo enjoy and pry and pry and pry and pry and protototototececececect the planett the planett the planett the planett the planet

Planning now may make
your gift more meaningful
and reduce taxes on your
estate.  We have many gift
options available.  We can
even help you plan a gift for
your local Chapter.  For more
information and confidential
assistance, contact:

John Calaway
Director, Gift Planning
85 Second Street, 2nd Floor
San Francisco, CA  94105
415-977-5639 or e-mail
planned.giving@sierraclub.org

Create  an
Environmental
Legacy

equests have
played a key role
in the
Sierra Club’s
environmental
successes over
the years.

B
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Maryland Chapter

Catoctin National Park, Thurmont, MD
Events:  Bird walk, auction, Saturday night dance band, speakers, and workshops.  Have fun, explore the mountains,
and meet others from your local Sierra Club!
Accommodations:  Rustic dormitory  accommodations are included with registration.  Private accommodations are
available at nearby hotels and campgrounds.
Meals:  All meals are included.
Travel:  Approximately one and a half hours drive from Washington or Baltimore.
Price:   $60 per person, $40 for students/seniors/limited income.  Children ages five and under are free.  We will need
a limited number of cooks and cleanup helpers, who may sign up for $30 until all spaces are filled.   Register by
September 1 and get a  $10 early bird discount.

MMMMMa ra ra ra ra ryland Cyland Cyland Cyland Cyland Chapthapthapthapthapter Jer Jer Jer Jer Ja m ba m ba m ba m ba m bo ro ro ro ro ree Ree Ree Ree Ree Registregistregistregistregistraaaaation Ftion Ftion Ftion Ftion Fo ro ro ro ro rmmmmm

Name:______________________________________

e-mail:______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

City:___________________State:______Zip:_________

Phone: (H)_____________(W)____________________

_____I am willing to give someone a ride.

_____I need a ride.

Will your party be joining us at dinner on Friday?____

Names in your party, including ages of any children:

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Are you vegetarian, vegan, or allergic to any food?  Anything else we

should know?________________________________

Please check appropriate registration levels for yourself and anyone

you’re bringing.   We will reimburse you if the level is full and we

cannot  accommodate you.

Children ages five and under are free.

_____x $60 regular=                                                     $_______

_____x $40 student/senior/low income=               $_______

_____x $30 worker (kitchen/setup/cleanup)=      $_______

Discount:   (Before September 1, deduct $10 per

paying participant.)                                                           $_______

                                                          TOTAL PAYMENT:        $_______

Mail checks and registration to
Sierra Club Maryland Chapter
Attn:  2005 Jamboree
7338 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 101A
College Park, MD  20740
For information call the Club office at
301 277-7111

Information and registration also available at
http://maryland.sierraclub.org.

boreeJa

WWWWWe had a gre had a gre had a gre had a gre had a greaeaeaeaeat time in 2003.t time in 2003.t time in 2003.t time in 2003.t time in 2003.  D  D  D  D  Dononononon’’’’’t miss the fun this yt miss the fun this yt miss the fun this yt miss the fun this yt miss the fun this year!  ear!  ear!  ear!  ear!  TTTTThe Jhe Jhe Jhe Jhe Jambambambambamborororororee is back!ee is back!ee is back!ee is back!ee is back!

in the mountains

October 14-16, 2005

Jamboree
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Outings (June)

Sierra Club outings are open to everyone,
and normally go, “rain or shine.”  Reser-
vations are not required, unless noted in
the announcement.

Each outing is intended to be a
wholesome, safe, and enjoyable experi-
ence in the out of doors.  For that to hap-
pen, each participant must have the cloth-
ing, equipment, and stamina suitable to
the event.  Inexperienced/new partici-
pants are encouraged to first join trips that
are rated “easy” or “moderate”, to evalu-
ate their own individual suitability for
more difficult adventures.

If you have questions about the ter-
rain, the duration of the trip, or about
recommended clothing or equipment,
please contact the outing leader.

Each outing participant should carry
an adequate supply of food (lunch, snacks
or more), a personal first aid kit, any per-
sonal medications that may be needed
during the event, and at least one quart
of water for every two hours that he or
she expects to participate in the event.  On
hot days or on more strenuous outings,
more water is likely to be needed.

Unless noted in the announcement,
Club outings are intended for adults.  Be-
fore bringing a minor to an outing that is
not specifically designated for children,
please consult the leader to determine if
it is appropriate.

Minors (under 18 years of age) must
be accompanied by a parent or a legal
guardian, or they must have both 1) a
signed permission slip, and 2) the leader’s
prior consent, to participate in the Club
outing.

All outdoor adventure activities
carry some risk.  Participants should be
aware that Club outings are often to
places where professional emergency
medical aid may be two or more hours
away.  All participants should consider the
implications of this fact.  People with
health concerns should consult their doc-
tor to determine the advisability of par-
ticipating in these activities.

Sierra Club outings normally begin
and end at the trailhead, canoe put-in/
take-out point, or some other similar
starting/ending point.  Travel from the
advertised meeting place to the starting
point and back, is the sole responsibility
of each participant.  While the Club en-
courages car-pooling, such arrangements
are strictly between the riders and the
drivers, and are not a part of the outing.
Participants must assume full responsi-
bility and liability for all risks associated
with such travel.

All participants on Sierra Club out-
ings are required to sign a standard liabil-
ity waiver.  If you would like to read the
waiver before you choose to participate
on an outing, it is available on the Sierra
Club website, at
http://www.sierraclub.org/outings/chap-
ter/forms/index.asp   .

The following outings are planned
and managed by volunteers from the
Chapter’s local groups, and the Metro-
politan Washington Regional Outings
Program (MWROP).  Each organization
is identified in the announcement by the
following abbreviation:

AA = Anne Arundel Co. Grp.
CA = Catoctin Group
ES = Eastern Shore Group
GB = Greater Balto. Group
HC = Howard Co. Group
MC = Montgomery Co. Grp.
MW = M.W.R.O. Program
PG = Pr. George’s Co. Grp.
SM = Southern Md. Group
WM = Western Md. Group
Sierra Club outings are free of

charge, unless specified in the announce-
ment.  However, the Club may ask for a
donation to help defray the expenses as-
sociated with the outingsprogram.

Take only pictures, leave only foot-
prints, and have fun out there.   ■

John Railey – Outings Coordinator
410-752-0104 – jrailey7007@aol.com

MWROP’S HIKE RATING SYSTEM
One point is assigned to each mile & each 400 feet in elevation change
(up and down) - the higher the points, the more difficult a hike. For
example, a 5 mile hike with 1,200 feet of elevation change (400 feet up
plus 800 ft. down), is given a total of 8 points and rated “B”; an 8 mile hike
with an elevation change of 3,600 feet is assigned a total of 17 points and
rated “E”.

HIKE RATINGS
Rating Points Rating Points

A (Easy) 7 or less E (Moderate) 17 - 19

B (Easy) 8 - 10 F (Hard) 20 - 22

C (Moderate) 11 - 13 G (Hard) 23 - 25

D (Moderate) 14 - 16 H (Hard) more than 25

June

SSSSSaaaaattttt.....  J  J  J  J  June 4une 4une 4une 4une 4
HC – Moderate: Mudhole Gap / Bear
Wallow, VA
10 mile circuit on some under-utilized
trails on Massanutten Mt. Learn about
nineteenth century logging and iron
industries. Bring lunch and water.
Depart at 8:00 AM from the west lot of
the park & ride on Broken Land
Parkway at Rt. 32.
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

GB – Moderate:  Soldiers Delight
Five miles. Easy to moderate figure-8
hike covering both the east side and
west side trails. Will discuss unique
serpentine geology and efforts to
remove invasive pines. Meet at Visitor
Center parking lot, off of Deer Park
Road, at 1:00 PM.
Alan: 443-334-2190 (weekdays)

1st S1st S1st S1st S1st Sundaundaundaundaunday/Ey/Ey/Ey/Ey/Evvvvvererererery My My My My Monononononththththth
SM – Easy:  Invasive Plant Removal
Remove invasive growth to uncover
rare natives at Swann Park and
Chapman Forest State Park, in
Southern Maryland.  Volunteers will
work from 10:00 a.m. to about 4:00
p.m.  This is a wonderful opportunity
to learn to identify Maryland’s native
plants, as well as introduced species,
and to help protect native habitats.
Bring a bag lunch with a drink.  Gloves,
long-sleeved shirts and pants are
recommended.  Contact Marc Imlay,
301-283-0808 or ialm@erols.com

Sun. June 5Sun. June 5Sun. June 5Sun. June 5Sun. June 5
HC – Moderate: Weverton Cliffs
12 mile up and back hike along the
Appalachian Trail from Gathland State
Park to Weverton Cliffs and return. Visit
the unique Ed Garvey Shelter and
enjoy a sweeping view of
the Potomac River valley. Bring lunch
and water. Depart at 8:30 AM from the
park & ride just north of I-70 on Rt. 32.
Call Ron Arnold, 410-767-0106.
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Outings (June)

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-S.-S.-S.-S.-Sun.un.un.un.un. J J J J June 11-12une 11-12une 11-12une 11-12une 11-12
HC – Moderate: Dolly Sods Backpack,
WV
14 mile Backpack with sweeping
views, vistas, streams and waterfalls.
Find flora typical of the Canadian
plateaus in this seemingly prehistoric
but actually severely man-altered
environment. Will try to hike 7 miles
each day.  FFFFFull,ull,ull,ull,ull, but sign up f but sign up f but sign up f but sign up f but sign up for theor theor theor theor the
wwwwwaiting listaiting listaiting listaiting listaiting list.....
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J June 11une 11une 11une 11une 11
HC – Moderate:  Jug Bay, Patuxent
River Park
Explore this tidal marsh by canoe, then
hike a mile for a different perspective.
Bring lunch and water. Depart at 8:30
AM from the west lot of the park & ride
at Rt. 32 and Broken Land Parkway.
Sign up early to reserve a $15 canoe or
kayak, or bring your own.
Call Ken Clark, 301-725-3306,
kenclark7@comcast.net

AA – Moderate:  Paddle Blackwater
Wildlife Refuge
Explore water trails on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore.  Observe spring grasses
and fledgling birds.  If time permits, we
may also tour the 5 mile wildlife drive,
at the refuge.  For more information,
and for reservations, contact  Judy
Mauriello 410-647-9641,
jmauriello@toadmail.com  or Sandy &
Lee Curry 410-267-0324

Sun. June 12. 9am-noonSun. June 12. 9am-noonSun. June 12. 9am-noonSun. June 12. 9am-noonSun. June 12. 9am-noon
MC – Easy:  Rachel Carson
Conservation Park in Sunshine, MD.
In September 1980, Rachel Carson
Conservation Park was nominated as a
National Natural Landmark. The
nomination report stated that “the site
contains the best known examples of
mature chestnut oak forest in the
Middle Atlantic States and contains

rare orchids and other unusual plants
in the herb ground layer.” We will walk
about 3 miles to observe the natural
beauty of this little-known park and
discuss County plans for its
recreational uses.
Leader: Ron LaCoss 301/946-1106
before 9pm or: ronenviroed@aol.com

GB – Easy: Gunpowder Tubing Trip
Tube the chilly Gunpowder for one or
more bridges. The river is not very
deep or wide but it is very cold. Climb
up a slippery slope and walk back on
the NCR trail to warm up again. Bring a
tube or rent one at the trailhead. Wear
plenty of sunscreen, old sneakers or
water shoes, and attach keys and other
valuables. We will talk about the
importance of adequate riparian
buffers and their role in erosion
control. You will see and feel the
dynamics of flowing water, why and
how rivers can shift course over time.
Meet at the north end of the Deerco
Road Park and Ride at 10:00 AM OR OR OR OR OR at
Monkton Station on Monkton Road at
10:30. Call Joyce at 410 254-7240.

TTTTThu / hu / hu / hu / hu / TTTTTuesuesuesuesues,,,,, J J J J Jun.un.un.un.un. 16 – 21 16 – 21 16 – 21 16 – 21 16 – 21
AA – Moderate: Patuxent Sojourn
Children & families are welcome on
this five day journey down the
Patuxent River.  Come for a day or for
the whole five days.  The trip will
follow the river from the 4H Center in
Prince George’s County, to Benedict, in
Calvert County. The theme will be
10,000 Years of History on the
Patuxent, with the possibility of
participating in some archaeology and
wetlands exploration, as well as
learning a little about the Native
American and African-American
experience on the river.  See eagles,
osprey, herons, turtles, and a variety of
birds an waterfowl, in their natural
habitat. Kayaks, canoes and non-
motorized boats are welcome

Contact Liz at 410-267-9009 or
liz2vh@olg.com  for more information
and reservations.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J June 18une 18une 18une 18une 18
HC Moderate: Green Ridge Forest
(North).
8 mile circuit hike featuring pretty
streams, pleasant views, and a
swimming hole.  Find a wide variety of
flowers and ferns in the stream valleys.
Bring lunch and water. Depart at 8:00
from the park & ride just north of I-70
on Rt. 32. Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-
439-4964, mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-M.-M.-M.-M.-Mon.on.on.on.on. J J J J June 25-27une 25-27une 25-27une 25-27une 25-27
HC – Moderate: Rohrbaugh Plains
Camping, MNF, WV
Camp at modern Seneca Shadows
with all facilities. Day 1: Set up camp
and hike to the top of Seneca Rocks.
Day 2: Moderate 10 mile shuttle hike in
Dolly Sods featuring spectacular views,
waterfalls and a few challenging creek
crossings. Study the wide variety of
environments, including Red Spruce
and deciduous forests, creeks, heath
thickets and bogs! Day 3: Break camp
and head home. Reservations
recommended.

Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J June 25une 25une 25une 25une 25
HC – Moderate: Hosack Run, Michaux
Forest, PA
7.5 mile circuit hike featuring towering
hemlocks and mountain streams
bordered by rhododendron. Includes
parts of Locust Gap Trail and the
Quarry Gap portion of Appalachian
Trail, 800 ft. elevation change. Bring
lunch and water. Depart at 8:30 AM
from the park & ride just north of I-70
on Rt. 32. Call Ron Arnold, 410-767-
0106.

 GB – Easy: Gunpowder Tubing Trip.
Bring a tube or rent one, wear old
shoes or water shoes and have a way
to keep keys from falling out of your
pocket. Water can sometimes be very
cold. Meet at Monkton Station at l:00
PM. Jack: 410-256-3963

Sun. June 26Sun. June 26Sun. June 26Sun. June 26Sun. June 26
MWROP Moderate to difficult:
Gunpowder Falls, Hereford Area, Hike.
A 12-mile circuit hike with 3,000 feet of
elevation change, from York Road to
Prettyboy Dam, along both banks of
wild and beautiful Gunpowder Falls.
Discover and learn about the ecology
of this Chesapeake Bay tributary and
its importance to Baltimore’s water
supply. Bring water, bag lunch, good
footwear, and rain gear if needed. No
kids or pets. Meet 9:30 AM at the Mt
Carmel Rd Park & Ride, just off I-83 Exit
27; call leaders for DC-area car-pooling
location. Call Mike at 301-593-4551 or
Christine at 703-425-6899.

HC – Easy: Flag Ponds Nature Park
4 mile hike down to the beach on the
Chesapeake Bay, where we will hunt
for shark teeth and other fossils
eroded from Calvert Cliffs. Optional
trip to Solomons for a restaurant lunch,
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Outings (June, July)

July

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-M.-M.-M.-M.-Mon.on.on.on.on.  J  J  J  J  July 2-4uly 2-4uly 2-4uly 2-4uly 2-4
MC – Strenuous:  Roaring Plains –
Canyon Rim Backpack.
Explore and witness spectacular,
remote, rocky and rarely visited high
elevation country.  Be prepared for
cool temps and weather extremes.
Despite high elevation, climbs are
gradual. ~16-18 miles plus some
exploring/water gathering mileage.
Experienced backpackers only please.
See photos at http://
www.jonathanjessup.com/rpset1.html
Limit, 10 people.
Contact Eric at backpacker@1st.net,
(740)676-4468 for more info or to
reserve your spot.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J July 2uly 2uly 2uly 2uly 2
HC – Strenuous: Pond Run / Racer
Camp Hollow, VA/WV
9 mile circuit hike with multiple
stream crossings and a visit to White
Rocks vista. Bring lunch and water.
Depart at 8:00 from the west lot of the
park & ride on Broken Land Parkway at
Rt. 32. Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-
4964, mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

GB – Easy: Gunpowder Tubing Trip.
Bring a tube or rent one, wear old
shoes or water shoes and have a way
to keep keys from falling out of your
pocket. Water can sometimes be very
cold. Meet at Monkton Station at l:00
PM.
Jack: 410-256-3963

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-M.-M.-M.-M.-Mon.on.on.on.on.  J  J  J  J  July 9-11uly 9-11uly 9-11uly 9-11uly 9-11
HC – Strenuous: Otter Creek
Wilderness Backpack, MNF, WV
14+ mile backpack with several wide
stream crossings. Camp near beautiful
waterfalls and swimming holes. Limit
of 10 participants.
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J July 9uly 9uly 9uly 9uly 9
HC – Moderate:  Loch Raven
Watershed.
10 mile hike, keeping a moderately fast
pace. Explore the wooded trails of the
watershed and enjoy water views.
Bring lunch and water. Depart at 9:00
from Long Gate Parkway park & ride,
off Rt. 100, just east of Rt. 29. Contact
Mary Starr before 9:00 PM, 410-889-
6323, starrways@cs.com.

Sun. July 10Sun. July 10Sun. July 10Sun. July 10Sun. July 10
     GB – Easy: Gunpowder Tubing Trip
Tube the chilly Gunpowder for one or
more bridges. The river is not very
deep or wide but it is very cold. Climb
up a slippery slope and walk back on
the NCR trail to warm up again. Bring a
tube or rent one at the trailhead. Wear
plenty of sunscreen, old sneakers or
water shoes, and attach keys and other
valuables. We will talk about the
importance of adequate riparian
buffers and their role in erosion
control. You will see and feel the
dynamics of flowing water, why and
how rivers can shift course over time.
Meet at the north end of the Deerco
Road Park and Ride at 10:00 AM Or     at
Monkton Station on Monkton Road at
10:30. Call Joyce at 410 254-7240

HC –Easy: Splash in the Middle
Patuxent, in Columbia.....
Cool down with a leisurely 2 hour walk
in the middle of the river, through the
Middle Patuxent Environmental Area.
Learn how this area was protected

from development when Columbia
was formed. Wear old sneakers, and be
prepared to get wet. Optional
restaurant lunch afterwards, so bring a
change of clothes. Meet at 10:00, 0.8
mile south of Rt. 108 on Trotter Road,
at the gravel parking lot on the left
(east). Call Ken Clark, 301-725-3306,
kenclark7@comcast.net.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J July 16uly 16uly 16uly 16uly 16
AA – Moderate: Walk & Stretch at Quiet
Waters
Observe and learn the beauty and
power of nature in land and water. 5+
mile hike, mostly flat. Tai Chi stretch
overlooking South River - no Tai Chi
experience required.
Call Young Lee-410 849-2720 (leave
message) for information and meeting
time & place.

HC –Moderate: Great Falls Billy Goat
Trail.
8 mile hike over the rocks by the
Potomac River. Observe a variety of
birds, reptiles, and amphibians.
Includes some short steep rock
scrambles. Bring lunch and water.
Depart at 8:30 from the west lot of the
park & ride on Broken Land Parkway at
Rt. 32.

then visit the Maritime Museum. Or
bring lunch to eat on the beach.
Depart at 8:00 AM from the west lot of
the park & ride on Broken Land
Parkway at Rt. 32.
Call Ken Clark, 301-725-3306,
kenclark7@comcast.net

Call Ken Clark, 301-725-3306,
kenclark7@comcast.net.

TTTTThuhuhuhuhu.-S.-S.-S.-S.-Sun.un.un.un.un. J J J J July 21-24uly 21-24uly 21-24uly 21-24uly 21-24
HC – Moderate: Tea Creek Back
Country Car Camping, MNF, WV
Primitive car camping at the junction
of the Williams River and Tea Creek.
Hike 2 moderate 10 mile circuits with
beautiful streams and at least one
vista. Visit beaver ponds, where you
can observe how beaver alter their
environment.
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J July 23uly 23uly 23uly 23uly 23
GB –Easy: Daniels Trail
6 mile out-and-back hike along the
south side of the Patapsco River, with
one climb to the top of the ridge. Will
examine remnants of the B&O railroad
track and visit the Davis Tunnel. Expect
some muddy spots. Meet at the
trailhead by the small lot near the end
of Daniels Road, at 1:00 PM. Additional
parking is around the corner by the
dam. Alan: 443-334-2190 (weekdays)

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J July 23uly 23uly 23uly 23uly 23
HC –Easy: Splash in the Middle
Patuxent, in Savage Park.
Cool down with a leisurely 3 hour walk
in the middle of the river, from Murray
Hill Road to Savage Park. Discover
clams and other wildlife. Wear old
sneakers, and be prepared to get wet.
Due to hidden slippery rocks in the
river, this hike is not appropriate for
people with bad ankles/knees/backs.
Bring a snack and water, and a change
of clothes for an optional restaurant
lunch after the hike. Meet at 9:30 at
the Savage Park Wincopin Trail parking
lot, off Vollmerhausen Road, a quarter
mile east of the bridge over I-95.
Call Ken Clark, 301-725-3306,
kenclark7@comcast.net.
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August

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... J J J J July 30uly 30uly 30uly 30uly 30
HC – Strenuous:  Green Ridge Forest
(South).
9 mile shuttle hike featuring hemlocks
and cliffs. Visit swimming holes and
partake in some brief “waterwhacking”.
Search for unique flora and fauna
along Fifteen Mile Creek.  Bring
appropriate footwear for the water
sports as well as food and water.
Depart at 8:00 from the park & ride just
north of I-70 on Rt. 32. Contact Mike
Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

FFFFFrrrrr i.-Si.-Si.-Si.-Si.-Sun.un.un.un.un. A A A A Augugugugug..... 5-7 5-7 5-7 5-7 5-7
HC – Strenuous:  North River Gorge Car
Camping, GWNF, VA
Primitive car camping along the New
River. Strenuous 10 mile circuit hike
featuring wooded paths and over 10
challenging crossings of this beautiful
trout stream (degree of difficulty
depends on water level). Contact Mike
Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

FFFFFrrrrr i.-Si.-Si.-Si.-Si.-Sun.un.un.un.un. AAAAAugugugugug..... 12-14 12-14 12-14 12-14 12-14
MC – Strenuous:  Mount Rogers High
Country Backpack
Enjoy a 21-mile backpack with
spectacular views of open highlands
and surrounding mountains.  Open
areas are similar to a hilly Dolly Sods
but with better views and a more
remote feel.  Hike is mostly above
4000’ elevation and about half
exposed meadows. Please bring
appropriate rain gear and equipment.
Trails can be rocky and wet and
weather can be unpredictable at
times.  Prior backpacking experience
required. Hopefully, the Highbush
Blueberries will be ripe.  Limit, 10
people.

Contact Eric at backpacker@1st.net ,
(740) 676-4468 for more info and
reservation.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... A A A A Aug 13 ug 13 ug 13 ug 13 ug 13 
GB – Moderate:  Great Falls Dinner and
Hike
First we’ll stop at a moderately-priced
restaurant in Rockville on the way to
Great Falls, MD.  Then we will hike
approximately 4 moderate miles on
the C&O Canal Towpath and in
adjoining woods with a stop at the
Great Falls Overlook.  Meet at Rolling
Road Park & Ride at 3:30.  Call Bill &

Cecilia Diggs, 410-574-1453 before
9pm for information.

SSSSSun.un.un.un.un. A A A A Augugugugug..... 14 14 14 14 14
GB – Easy: Gunpowder Tubing Trip
Tube the chilly Gunpowder for one or
more bridges. The river is not very
deep or wide but it is very cold. Climb
up a slippery slope and walk back on
the NCR trail to warm up again. Bring a
tube or rent one at the trailhead. Wear
plenty of sunscreen, old sneakers or
water shoes, and attach keys and other
valuables. We will talk about the
importance of adequate riparian
buffers and their role in erosion

control. You will see and feel the
dynamics of flowing water, why and
how rivers can shift course over time.
Meet at the north end of the Deerco
Road Park and Ride at 10:00 AM OR OR OR OR OR at
Monkton Station on Monkton Road at
10:30. Call Joyce at 410 254-7240.

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-S.-S.-S.-S.-Sun.un.un.un.un. A A A A Augugugugug..... 20-21 20-21 20-21 20-21 20-21
HC – Strenuous: Ramsey’s Draft
Backpack, GWNF, VA
14+ mile backpack with several stream
crossings (challenging if the water is
high). Visit some of the oldest, most
majestic hemlocks before they are no
more!

Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... A A A A Augugugugug..... 20 20 20 20 20
HC — Moderate: Patuxent River Park -
Jug Bay.
7 mile hike in P.G. County.  Observe a
large variety of plants and animals in
the forest and wetlands.  Bring lunch
and water. Depart at 8:30 from the
west lot of the park & ride on Broken
Land Parkway at Rt. 32. Call Ken Clark,
301-725-3306, kenclark7@comcast.net.

FFFFFrrrrr i .i .i .i .i . A A A A Augugugugug..... 26 26 26 26 26
AA – Moderate:  Mataponi Creek
Canoe & Kayak Trip
For information and reservations call
Sandy & Lee Curry at 410-267-0324

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... A A A A Augugugugug..... 27 27 27 27 27
HC — Moderate: Catoctin Mountain
Park, Wolf and Chimney Rocks.
9 mile hike, to the falls and rock
outcrops. Learn a little about the
history of these mountains. Bring
lunch and water. Meet at the Bagel Bin
off Rt. 40 in the Enchanted Forest
Shopping Center, for an 8:30
departure. Call Ken Clark, 301-725-
3306, kenclark7@comcast.net.

September

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-M.-M.-M.-M.-Mon.on.on.on.on. S S S S Sepepepepep..... 3-5 3-5 3-5 3-5 3-5
HC – Strenuous:  Roaring Plains/
Hidden Passage/Canyon Rim Backpack
13+ miles with packs plus an optional
side trip w/o packs along Long Run
Canyon. Night #2 may be dry. Loads of
fantastic views!
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-M.-M.-M.-M.-Mon.on.on.on.on. S S S S Sepepepepep..... 10-12 10-12 10-12 10-12 10-12
HC – Strenuous:  Black Forest Trail
Backpack, PA.
Backpack scouting trip, hiking 23 miles
over 3 days (6+10+7). Experienced
backpackers only. Limit of 10
participants. Contact Mike Juskelis,
410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... S S S S Sepepepepep..... 10 10 10 10 10
HC — Moderate: Sunset Rocks,
Michaux Forest, PA.
9 mile circuit hike with a scenic
overlook, rock scrambling on the
Sunset Rocks Trail and rambling along
Toms Run on the Appalachian Trail.
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October
600 ft. elevation change. Bring lunch
and water. Depart at 8:30 from the
park & ride just north of I-70 on Rt. 32.
Call Ron Arnold, 410-767-0106.

SSSSSun.un.un.un.un. S S S S Sepepepepep..... 11 11 11 11 11
HC — Moderate: Blockhouse Point.
7 mile hike, starting flat at Pennyfield
Lock on the historic C&O canal, then
over hilly terrain leading to a great
view of the Potomac River from the
cliffs over the canal. Look for paw paw
fruit. Bring lunch and water. Depart at
8:30 from the west lot of the park &
ride on Broken Land Parkway at Rt. 32.
Call Ken Clark, 301-725-3306,
kenclark7@comcast.net.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... S S S S Sepepepepep..... 17 17 17 17 17
HC – Moderate:  Little North Mountain,
GWNF, VA.
7.5 mile circuit hike with a half mile of
bushwhacking and one mile of road
walking. Grand views of the
Shenandoah Valley and Massanutten
Mountain. Wear long pants for the
bushwhack. Bring food and water.
Leave the Rt. 32/ Broken Land Parkway
Park and Ride (Bus side) at 8:00.
Contact Mike Juskelis at 410-439-4964
or Email at mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

FFFFFrrrrr i.-Si.-Si.-Si.-Si.-Sun.un.un.un.un. S S S S Sepepepepep..... 23-25 23-25 23-25 23-25 23-25
HC – Difficult:   High Meadows /
Seneca Creek Backpack, MNF, WV.
Car Camp at primitive Spruce Knob
Campground on Friday night.
Backpack 13 miles from Spruce Knob
to the headwaters of Seneca Creek on
Saturday/Sunday. Contact Mike
Juskelis, 410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSun.un.un.un.un. O O O O Occcccttttt..... 2 2 2 2 2
HC –Moderate:   Susquehanna State
Park.
8 mile hike beginning at the historic
Rock Run Grist Mill by the
Susquehanna River. Hike through tall
stands of deciduous and pine trees,
including a stop at one of oldest white
oak trees in Maryland. Bring lunch and
water. Depart at 8:30 from Long Gate
Parkway park & ride, off Rt. 100, just
east of Rt. 29. Call Ron Arnold, 410-767-
0106.

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-M.-M.-M.-M.-Mon.on.on.on.on. O O O O Occcccttttt..... 8-10 8-10 8-10 8-10 8-10
HC – Strenuous.  Great North
Mountain Backpack, GWNF, VA/WV.
Strenuous 21+ mile backpack
featuring four fantastic overlooks. Hike
7 miles on day 1, 10 miles on day 2 and
5 miles on day 3. Contact Mike Juskelis,
410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-M.-M.-M.-M.-Mon.on.on.on.on. O O O O Occcccttttt..... 15-17 15-17 15-17 15-17 15-17
HC – Difficult:  Cranberry Wilderness
Backpack, MNF, WV.
Backpack 24 miles over 3 days
(7+10+7). Enjoy fall colors on this
circuit along the North Fork of
Cranberry River, Cranberry River,
Beechlog Run, Laurelly Run and Middle
Fork of Williams River. Experienced
backpackers only. Limit of 10
participants. Contact Mike Juskelis,
410-439-4964,
mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... O O O O Occcccttttt..... 29 29 29 29 29
GB – Moderate: Sweet Air.
Approximately 6 miles of hilly terrain.
Mud is likely in places. Bring lunch and
water. Will discuss the ecology of this
area. Meet at the small shopping
center on the southeast corner of the
intersection of 152 and Baldwin Mill

Road at 10:00. Call Betsy for details at
410-569-5202.

SSSSSaaaaattttt.-S.-S.-S.-S.-Sun.un.un.un.un. O O O O Occcccttttt..... 29 & 30 29 & 30 29 & 30 29 & 30 29 & 30
GB – Moderate:  Michaux Forest
Camping at Caledonia State Park.
Day hiking along lakes and streams
with good mountain views. Will
discuss the history of this area. For
details call Jack at 410-256-3963.

November

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... N N N N Nooooovvvvv..... 5 5 5 5 5
GB – Moderate. Kelly’s Run & Pinnacle
Overlook.
7-8 miles with great views of the
Susquehanna River. Good chance of
seeing bald eagles. Will also see hawks
and water fowl as they migrate down
the Susquehanna River. Meet at K-Mart
on Belair Road (Rt. 1) just north of
Beltway exit 32 at 10:00 AM. For details
call Jack at 410-256-3963.

SSSSSun.un.un.un.un. N N N N Nooooovvvvv..... 12 12 12 12 12
GB – Moderate. Muddy Creek Hike
7-8 miles on Mason Dixon Trail
through a very scenic steam valley. Will

discuss the geology of the area. Meet
at K-Mart on Belair Road (Rt. 1) just
north of Beltway exit 32 at 10:00 AM.
For details call Jack at 410-256-3963.

December

SSSSSaaaaattttt..... D D D D Dececececec..... 3 3 3 3 3
GB – Moderate. Gunpowder Falls State
Park
6 to 8 miles below Prettyboy Dam.
Meet at Mt.Carmel Park & Ride at 11:00
AM. For details call Jack at 410-256-
3963

www.mdflora.org/restorations/restorations.html

I nI nI nI nI nvvvvvasivasivasivasivasive plane plane plane plane plants destrts destrts destrts destrts destroooooy habitay habitay habitay habitay habitat st st st st s.....
WWWWWeed eed eed eed eed WWWWWa ra ra ra ra rrrrrr iors riors riors riors riors res tes tes tes tes to ro ro ro ro re them.e them.e them.e them.e them.
VVVVVolunolunolunolunolunttttteer feer feer feer feer for a ror a ror a ror a ror a re s te s te s te s te s to ro ro ro ro raaaaation prtion prtion prtion prtion projecojecojecojecoject .t .t .t .t .
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B I C O
BICO Outings

SSSSSierierierierierrrrrra Ca Ca Ca Ca Club Inner Club Inner Club Inner Club Inner Club Inner Cititititity Outings is a cy Outings is a cy Outings is a cy Outings is a cy Outings is a communitommunitommunitommunitommunity outry outry outry outry outreacheacheacheacheach
prprprprprooooogrgrgrgrgram pram pram pram pram proooooviding oppviding oppviding oppviding oppviding oppororororortunities ftunities ftunities ftunities ftunities for urban yor urban yor urban yor urban yor urban youth and adultsouth and adultsouth and adultsouth and adultsouth and adults
ttttto eo eo eo eo explorxplorxplorxplorxploreeeee,,,,, enjo enjo enjo enjo enjoy and pry and pry and pry and pry and protototototececececect the nat the nat the nat the nat the naturturturturtural wal wal wal wal worororororldldldldld.....

JuneJuneJuneJuneJune
Sun 12Sun 12Sun 12Sun 12Sun 12
CGCC Fishing, Patuxent National Wildlife Center

July
MMMMMon 11on 11on 11on 11on 11
BICO Meeting All
SSSSSaaaaat 23t 23t 23t 23t 23
CGCC Mountain biking on NCR trail or service project
Sun 24Sun 24Sun 24Sun 24Sun 24
Choice  Canoeing, location TBD
SSSSSaaaaat-St-St-St-St-Sun 30-31un 30-31un 30-31un 30-31un 30-31
TBD Camping, Cape Henlopen State Park, Delaware

August
TBDTBDTBDTBDTBD
TBD Leave No Trace Principles & Tubing on the Gunpowder River
TBDTBDTBDTBDTBD
Choice  Caving in PA
SSSSSaaaaat 27t 27t 27t 27t 27
CGCC TBD

September
TBDTBDTBDTBDTBD
Choice  Star gazing

October
SSSSSaaaaat 15t 15t 15t 15t 15
DHH, CGCC & TBD  Living Classrooms shipboard program

BICBICBICBICBICO O O O O TTTTTeams:eams:eams:eams:eams:
Choice = the UMBC Shriver Center’s Choice program
DHH = Digital Harbor High School
LI = Learning, Inc.
CG CC = College Gardens

For additional information on BICO (Baltimore Inner City Outings),
see www.sierraclub.org/ico/baltimore.  Call Walter Jones at 443-
394-8192., or by e-mail at wjones@icmarc.org for information on
rain delays.

Yes, I want to help the Sierra Club meet the conservation challenges of the year ahead.   To enable the
Maryland Chapter to deal effectively with the anti-environmental Ehrlich and Bush Administrations in
2005,  I have enclosed a check made out to SSSSSierrierrierrierrierra Ca Ca Ca Ca Club Mlub Mlub Mlub Mlub Ma ra ra ra ra ryland Cyland Cyland Cyland Cyland Chapthapthapthapthapte re re re re r, in the amount of:
—$50   —$100   —$250   —$500                     Other

I would like to hear more about:    (please circle)
Donating stocks             Including Sierra Club Maryland in my will

Our success depends on our ability to get our message out.
It takes time, commitment, and money.  Can you help?

Contributions to the Sierra Club are not tax deductible; they support our effective, citizen-based
advocacy and lobbying efforts. If you require that your contribution be tax deductible, please make
your check out to: Sierra Club Foundation / Maryland Chapter.  Thank you!

Please send donations to:
Sierra Club Maryland Chapter
7338 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 101A
College Park, MD 20740

Name
Phone/email

Street
City, State

Zip

�

YYYYYou arou arou arou arou are ine ine ine ine invitvitvitvitvited ted ted ted ted tooooo

CCCCChapman Fhapman Fhapman Fhapman Fhapman Forororororest Cest Cest Cest Cest Celebrelebrelebrelebrelebraaaaation Dtion Dtion Dtion Dtion Daaaaayyyyy

SSSSSundaundaundaundaundayyyyy,,,,, J J J J June 26,une 26,une 26,une 26,une 26, 1pm til 5pm 1pm til 5pm 1pm til 5pm 1pm til 5pm 1pm til 5pm

Help us celebrate new successes in the continued preservation of
Chapman Forest!

Enjoy refreshments, nature walks,  a history lecture and

music performed by Greentree

DIRECTIONS:
Take the Washington Capital Beltway to Indian Head Highway (MD 210) south toward Indian Head
(from VA Exit 2; from MD Exit 3A). At 14 miles, continue straight through on MD 210 through the traffic
light at MD 227 (this crossroads is the center of the community known as Bryans Road). At about 1.1
miles past the light, veer to the right onto Chapmans Landing Road. Follow for 1.6 miles to the gated
entrance of Mount Aventine and Chapman State Park, at Chapman Forest.

For further information contact Bonnie Bick at bonniebick@verizon.net or 301 839-7403.

A request, and an invitation
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Today, most of us are too preoccupied with the demands
of day-to-day living to consider the direction in which
we, as a society, are heading. Living in manmade co-
coons—air-conditioned homes with ready access to do-
mestic water, electricity, and gas supplies; internet ser-
vice; postal deliveries; supermarkets; sewage systems and
trash pickup—we take pride in our apparent self-suffi-
ciency. We forget that our survival would be impossible
without the air, food, and water lavished on us by a
healthy environment.

Most of us are also oblivious of the potentially ir-
reparable harm we are causing the natural environment
and that our actions risk bringing about the collapse of
society as we know it. Even among those aware of im-
pending problems, many seem confident that mankind’s
ingenuity, reflected in technological innovations, will
save the day by discovering conclusive “fixes” as needed.

But this has often not been the case.  Some tech-
nological fixes have proved inadequate.  Others have
been conceptually flawed.  And still others have exacer-
bated rather that resolved environmental problems.  An
example of each follows.

Planting trees to sequester carbon dioxide (CO2)
To counter the trend toward global warming, several
organizations manage forests and solicit financial dona-
tions in exchange for their planting and maintaining a
few trees per donor. The idea is to remove the CO

2
 pro-

duced by the donor’s car from the atmosphere by con-
verting it to wood (biomass). Unfortunately, planting a
few trees has virtually no impact. Sequestering the CO

2

produced by just one car in the United States requires
somewhat more than one acre of trees.

Furthermore, this forest has to be maintained for-
ever, even after this car is withdrawn from circulation.
Otherwise, as soon as the forest matures and starts de-
caying or is burned, all the CO

2
 that has been seques-

tered in the biomass is re-emitted back into the atmo-
sphere. Not only is planting a few trees ineffective, but
promoting this fix leaves one with the false impression
that the adverse environmental impact of the family car
is negligible.

Replacing fossil-fuel-based generation with solar
cells
Using solar cells to generate energy into the local elec-
tricity grid is seen as an alternative to relying on pollut-
ing power plants. But since we demand uninterrupted
electric service even when the sun is not shining, these
power plants are still required. Moreover, solar cells re-
main expensive. In Maryland, a domestic solar electric
system that meets the needs of a typical consumer (1,000
kilowatt-hours monthly) costs roughly $100,000. Costs
must be reduced significantly before the “free” energy
from the sun can be cost-effectively harnessed.

Finally, depending on the source of grid power, cells
must be used for up to about 10 years before yielding a
net benefit. This is the time required for cells to gener-
ate emissions-free electricity simply to make up for the
CO

2
 emitted in their original manufacture.

Pumping groundwater to increase food supply
To feed an ever-increasing population, pumping irriga-
tion water from underground aquifers is often seen as
an attractive fix. But when the rate of extraction exceeds
replenishment, this fix becomes temporary. A decreas-
ing water table forces land to be withdrawn from culti-
vation (e.g., Ogallala aquifer in the Great Plains). In
other parts of the world, such as India, poor farmers—
the intended beneficiaries of development programs—
get dry wells and failed crops. Only wealthy farmers can

afford the deep wells and powerful pumps to reach drop-
ping water levels.

In addition, rather than encouraging confronta-
tion of the problem of a burgeoning global population,
pump irrigation relieves the pressure for increased food
supply associated with this growth and conceals the prob-
lem. But as the volume of water in aquifers declines, the
situation again worsens. Not only does agricultural yield
decrease toward its previous levels, but in the interim,
the number of mouths has continued to increase. Soci-
ety is now even closer to collapse, because both food
and water are no longer sufficient.

With environmental degradation already apparent,
we should be identifying what substantive actions must
be taken to reverse this trend. Recycling aluminum cans,
installing a wind turbine on the roof, planting trees, or
driving a Prius may all be beneficial activities. However,
if such specific actions—no matter how green—are in-
sufficient to reverse global trends, further promoting
them would squander valuable time and resources.

We need to focus our efforts and resources on in-
terventions that can result in the significant change that
is required. In so doing, we must be wary of technologi-
cal fixes (e.g., fuel cells, genetically modified crops, major
diversions of rivers, etc.), as many environmental prob-
lems today were created by technological fixes to earlier
problems.

Solutions need not be technically sophisticated.
Curtailing excessive and frivolous consumption and re-
ducing global population could have major impacts. We
would have to learn to be happy with fewer material
goods. We would have to recognize the adverse impli-
cations of an ever-increasing population on the welfare
of both ourselves as well as that of the world and ensure
that all families can plan accordingly. These are “simple”
solutions but ones requiring a willingness to accept major
changes in how we conduct our daily business.

We can be lulled into complacency by claims that
any action to reverse environmental degradation can be
costly to the economy. We can wait until events force us
to act, but then it will be too late. If we don’t take the
necessary actions and make the needed sacrifices today,
nature will resolve the problem in its own way tomor-
row, when it will be costlier to the economy and uglier
for mankind.

—Allen Inversin
Riverdale, MD

I commend Bob DeGroot for insisting that environ-
mental damage be considered in regards to wind power.
Serious attention to his concerns will help to reduce those
impacts.

But the negative aspects of wind energy must be
weighed against the drawbacks of the other ways that
we get our electricity. He says that it is wrong to export
our environmental impacts to Appalachian ridges by
putting turbines there. But note that we are already do-
ing so with strip mining and mountain top removal for
coal. Coal also damages animals and habitat through
climate change, acid rain, smog, and mercury emissions.
Finally, coal is finite and hence unsustainable even with-
out regard to its environmental harm.

Yes, wind power only works when it’s windy. But
solar doesn’t work at night and coal works only one time
since you can’t burn coal twice. Every energy form has
limitations and drawbacks. Ultimately, we need to greatly
reduce our energy demand, and nothing will solve the
problem if we don’t stop our population growth.

—Carl Henn
Rockville, MD

On Energy

Time for Thoughtful Action

Letters to the Editor



CCCCChesaphesaphesaphesaphesapeakeakeakeakeakeeeee 2828282828 Summer  2005Summer  2005Summer  2005Summer  2005Summer  2005

The Chesapeake is published quarterly by the Maryland Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club.  Annual Sierra Club membership dues pay
for subscription to this publication.  Non-members may sub-
scribe for $20.00 per year.

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are in general aligned
with those of the environmental community in Maryland but
are strictly those of the authors and not necessarily official
policy of local, state or national Sierra Club entities.  The Sierra
Club prides itself on being a grassroots volunteer organization.
The concerns and opinions of all its members are welcome in
these pages.

Items for publication are best submitted by email to
<maryland.chapter@sierraclub.org>
or <laurel.imlay@sierraclub.org> with  “For Chesapeake” and
title in subject line.  Items must include the author’s address
and telephone numbers.  Material may be edited for length, con-
tent or clarity at the discretion of the editor.  Photographs, illus-
trations and other works of art are welcome.  Materials cannot
be returned unless accompanied by a stamped, self addressed
envelope.

Change of address: send address changes to the Sierra Club, 85
Second Street (2nd Floor), San Francisco, California 94705-3441.
For fastest service, please include your old and new addresses
along with your 8-digit membership number.  For local mem-
bership information contact the Maryland Chapter Office 301-
277-7111 or write: Maryland Chapter/Sierra Club, 7338 Baltimore
Ave (Suite 101A), College Park, MD 20740.

Advertising: For display and classified advertising rates and in-
formation, contact:
Editor, The Chesapeake
Sierra Club Maryland Chapter
7338 Baltimore Ave, Suite 101
College Park, MD  20740
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Now:
Reserve your spot at Charlie Garlow’s Oil on Ice viewing
party on June 25. See page 4 for more information.

June 26:  Celebrate the preservation of  Chapman Forest.
See page 26 for more information.

By September 1:  Register for the 2005 Jamboree and get
an early bird discount. See page 20 for more information.

Anytime:
maryland.sierraclub.org/action


