
The Sierra Conservationist 
Placer Group Sierra Club Newsletter, Spring, 2016 

Annual Awards Banquet 
SATURDAY MAY 7, 2016 

Social Hour at 5 pm - Dinner at 6 pm 

 Raffle & Silent Auction 

No-host bar available during the event -  

Dante Club, 2330 Fair Oaks Blvd.  

Sacramento, CA 95825    

            Join us! At our Annual Awards Banquet to 
honor our dedicated environmental heroes and, 
this year, pay tribute to our departing Chapter Di-
rector, Terry Davis. In his 16 year career with the 
chapter, Terry has been our fierce defender and 
treasured friend. It is with a heavy-heart that we 
will wish him farewell at 
our May banquet.  We 
roast people that we care 
about. The humor will be 
good-natured fun. If you 
are interested in roasting 
or celebrating Terry, 
please contact Barb Wil-
liams (BarbWill @ comcast 

dot net).  For reservation  in-
formation and map, visit 

www.sierraclub.org/mother-lode.               
                                       (continued on page 4 ) 

Local Food in a Time of Global Warming  

By A.G. Edwards 

Human caused global warming is high-
profile news.  Clearly our culture must reduce our 
greenhouse emissions, and eventually eliminate 
them, in order to prevent global disaster.  Last fall, 
nations of the world gathered in Paris to organize an 
effort to arrest the warming.  Our government and 
others around the world have promised action.  But 
this problem is too important to leave entirely to the 
whims of national politics. 

We as individuals can take actions that, col-
lectively, will help arrest global warming.  Food – 
its production, processing, and distribution, is re-
sponsible for up to one third of all greenhouse gas 
emissions.  There are local farmers in our commu-
nity who are interested in producing and selling 
greenhouse-gas neutral foods.  But current market 
prices won’t cover the increased time and costs re-
quired to do this. 

And so we are surveying our local commu-
nity, looking for people who want to make an imme-
diate and real difference in the fight against global 
warming – people who, as a start, are willing to pay 
more for greenhouse-gas neutral foods. 

                                    (continued on page 4) 
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2016 Placer Group Service Award 

            The Placer Group is pleased to honor 
Marilyn Jasper with our Placer Group Service 
Award for all the incredible work she has done and 
continues to do for the Sierra Club, our Placer 
Group, and Placer County.  She will be given the 
award at the upcoming Mother Lode Chapter 
Awards Banquet on May 7, 2016.   

            Marilyn has stepped down after an amazing 
16 years as Chair of the Placer Group, but is still on 
our ExCom (governing body) and still has too much 
“on her plate”!   
            She continues her diligent work trying to  
                                         (continued on page 4 ) 



Earth Day 2016 
           This year Earth Day is on April 22, but 
activities to celebrate it are often the weekend 
before, during the week, or the weekend after.   
Hopefully, you and your family or friends will 
be able to participate in some of the activities 
that have been planned to help bring awareness 
and action to help us sustain and protect our ex-
istence on this planet.  You might be interested 
in the following: 

Celebrate the Earth Festival is a free 
family event with lots of activities, booths etc. 
on Saturday, April 16 from 10 a.m. to 3p.m. at 
Mahany  Regional  Park, 1545 Pleasant Grove 
Blvd., Roseville, CA 95747 (call 916 – 772-
7529 for info.) 

Earth Day American River Cleanup 
sponsored by PARC (Protect American River 
Canyons) on Saturday, April 16 from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. at the Confluence near Highway 49 in 
Auburn, CA (call 530-885-4527 for info.) 
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From the Chair 

By Carol Love 
            I am the new Chair of the Placer Group Sierra 
Club.  Marilyn Jasper has stepped down after 16 years 
as our chair, leaving huge shoes to fill!  We are 
pleased to be able to give her the 2016 Placer Group 
Service Award as a small token of our gratitude for 
such amazing and dedicated work.  Please see the arti-
cle about the award in this newsletter.  
            I have been a member of the Sierra Club for 
more than 40 years and secretary of the Placer Group 
for a number of years.  I continue to be impressed with 
the organization of the Sierra Club and the important 
role that it plays as a strong advocate for our environ-
ment.  Following the Paris Summit, we have several 
members who are interested in what we can do on a 
local level to combat the consequences of climate 
change.  I have been impressed with how Californians 
have been able to change old habits in order to con-
serve water in the face of our drought and hope that 
with some good direction and leadership, we might 
also be able to make some changes that will improve 
our ability to handle climate change issues.  If you are 
interested in climate change (or other) issues, we can 
connect you with individuals and/or committees work-
ing on that. 
            We would love to have more volunteers!  
There are many ways you can help us.  Contact infor-
mation is included in this newsletter.  Thank you for 
your support! 

Alert:  Water Issues 
            The Placer Group is engaged in or track-
ing multiple conservation issues.  Two of the 
most recent include two proposals from the Ne-
vada Irrigation District (NID).   

The Lincoln “Regional Water Supply 
Project” is the first one that almost got past our 
radar.  This ambitious and costly project ($250 
million) is planned to run a 16-mile pipeline to 
move 50 million gallons of water per day from 
Lake Combie to a new water treatment facility 
on Big Ben Road outside of Lincoln.   

This water will support the planned 
mega-growth of Lincoln from 42,000 in 2010 to 
132,000 by 2050.  The plans call for wide swaths 
of native oak clearance across Big Hill and Hid-
dens Falls Regional Park as well as tunnel drill-
ing with all the associated significant environ-
mental impacts.   

Our plates were full, but fortunately a 
Placer Group Sierra Club (PGSC) couple 
stepped up.  They not only recognized the de-
structive impacts, but also they realized less-
damaging alternate routes for the pipeline 
needed to be considered.  They went to work  

                                    (continued on page 4)     

Placer Group’s Terry Davis  

Retiring from Mother Lode Chapter!   
Join us, especially Placer Group members, in 

honoring Terry Davis’s 16+ years of diligent work for 
the environment as Director for the Mother Lode 
Chapter (MLC) which includes the Placer Group.  
Terry was Chair of the Placer Group for many years 
before moving on to the MLC position and has re-
mained active with Placer County issues.   

Instead of a “Keynote Speaker” for the gala, 
Terry will be honored at the May 7, 2016, MLC An-
nual Awards/Fundraising Banquet to be held at the 
Dante Club in Sacramento.  He will be honored for his 
remarkable dedication to environment issues, diplo-
macy in contentious issues, and conservation efforts 
on behalf of our natural resources.   

If you’ve never been to a MLC Awards Ban-
quet, or even if you have, with Group and Chapter  

                                    (continued on page 4) 



View Amazing Wildflowers of Chan-

nel Islands National Park in April 

By Meg Gunderson 

            Join Sierra Club California members 
and supporters for a 3-day, 3-island, live-
aboard tour of the enchanting Channel Islands 
April 3 through 5 to view wildflowers at their 
best. 

            There will also be lots of opportuni-
ties to watch bird and whale migrations, and 
the waters will be teeming with seal and sea 
lion activity. Hikers will experience the wind-
swept trails, and everyone will have a chance 
to explore the coastline by kayak. 

            Participating in the tour benefits the 
political work of Sierra Club California, the 
environment's strongest voice in the State 
Capitol. A portion of the trip revenue goes to 
Sierra Club California’s coffers. 

            The cruise departs from Santa Bar-
bara, California. The cost, $650, includes an 
assigned bunk, all meals, snacks, and bever-
ages plus the services of a ranger/naturalist 
who will travel with us to help lead hikes, 
point out items of interest and give evening 
programs. 

            To reserve space, send a $100 check, 
written to Sierra Club, to leader Joan Jones 
Holtz, 11826 The Wye St., El Monte, CA 
91732. For more information contact her 
at: 626-443-0706 or jholtzhln@aol.com  

Williamson Act Undone 

Farm and Ranch Open Space Now at Risk 
By Michael Garabedian 
            Farm & ranch open space protection was undone 
by a waiver of property taxes for farmers/developers.  A 
landowner who had agreed in a 2012 10-year contract 
with the county to not develop before January 1, 2023, 
was given an immediate cancellation by the Board of Su-
pervisors on January 5, 2016.   
            When the Williamson Act contract to not develop 
until 2022 was cancelled, County Agricultural Commis-
sioner John Huntsinger told the Board that this would be 
the first time for the county to experience an immediate 
cancellation.  (A cancellation was approved about eight 
years ago but  was not completed.) 
            In spite of a unanimous recommendation from the 
County Agricultural Commission to not cancel the con-
tract and to maintain the integrity of the Williamson Act, 
four supervisors voted to cancel (Uhler, Weygant, Duran 
and  Holmes).  Supervisor Montgomery abstained from 
voting.  
            Passed by the state legislature in 1965, the Wil-
liamson Act creates the authority for the contracts.  They 
are an enforceable restriction under article XIII section 8 
of the state constitution that permits contracted lands to be 
taxed at agricultural value instead of development value.    
            The law's intended and near universal procedure 
to terminate these contracts is to "non-renew" them when 
they would otherwise automatically renew at the begin-
ning of each year.  After non-renewal, the previous year's 
renewal continues for 10 years during which time prop-
erty taxes are increased step by step each year up to the 
appraised development value. 
            Owners Aaron Rickey and Terry Reese requested can-
cellation of 37.7 acres of  contracted property that is immedi-
ately south of the Saint Joseph Morello Catholic Church on 
Auburn Folsom Road south of Cavitt Stallman Roads in Super-
visor Kirk Uhler's district.  The area has a strawberry patch, 
irrigated pasture, a large bee colony and very good potential for 
additional agricultural development.  
              The Farmer, Aaron Rickey, told the Board that he 
needed this cancellation in order to remain in farming.  The 
Board also approved a four-lot land division that the assessor 
said changed the land value to $1,250.000.  The property had 
been paying around $400 in property taxes recently, and the 
Board action turned this process into a tax haven.   
              In order to help a farmer who said he needed help, 
Board action has the potential to undermine and make insecure 

many if not most Placer County farm and ranch families and 
operations. 

            To read the full account of this debacle, go to:  
www.sierraclub.org/mother-lode/placer    
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(Continued from page 1)   

...Annual Awards Banquet... 

TO BECOME A SPONSOR, you can sign 
up on the Mother Lode Chapter’s reserva-
tion page. For more information email 
Dyane Osorio, dyaneosoria@sierraclub.org,  
or call 916 557-1100 ext. 108.  

RESERVATIONS: Reservations are avail-
able online or by mail. The cost per person 
is $45 and helps sustain our chapter pro-
grams. 

DONATE ITEMS for our silent auction 

and raffle: Artwork, cabin stays, guided 
hikes, gift baskets, paintings, handmade 
items, new books, wine etc. are all wel-
come.  

FOR GENERAL BANQUET INFOR-

MATION or to donate an item email 
info@MLC.sierraclub.org or call 916 557-
1100 ext. 108. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Local Food in Time of Global Warming 

This is a crucial first step to building a local, 
emission-free food system.  Please join us in 
this effort.  All we ask for now is that you 
express your interest.  You are also wel-
come to offer your thoughts on the subject. 

Express your interest by contacting 
us at highlandfarmer43@gmail.com, or vis-

iting www.climateunderground.net. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Placer Group Service Award 

“Save Clover Valley” as well as preserve and pro-
tect other areas of Placer County.  She is currently 
the co-chair of the Conservation Committee, puts 
together the quarterly newsletter, and maintains 
our website.  She has done a fantastic job of get-
ting the website up and running and I feel, with a 
little training from her, one of you could take over 
the job of keeping the website current.   
            Please email Marilyn at marilyn.
jasper@mlc.sierraclub.org to see if that is some-
thing that would work for you so that we can 
lighten her load and keep Marilyn Jasper working 
with us for many years to come!  

(Continued from page 2) 

Terry Davis’s RETIREMENT 

awards, a silent auction, raffle, and now 
Terry’s departure (maybe with a “roast” or 
two?), this is one event not to be missed. 

For more information regarding the 
banquet and/or ticket purchase or sponsor-
ships, see “Annual Awards Banquet” article 

in this issue or at:  www.sierraclub.org/
mother-lode.       

(Continued from page 2) 

Alert:  Water Issues 

finding and putting together funding to pay for 
the law firm of Shute, Mihaly, and Weinberger 
to submit compelling arguments on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on behalf 
of the PGSC.  The next step is for NID to re-
spond to all the comments on the EIR. 

A second and just as, if not more, egre-
gious proposed NID project is the Centennial 
Reservoir (aka “Parker Dam”) on the Bear 
River.  This project started its California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act (CEQA) process with a 
“Notice of Preparation.”  The Sierra Club signed 
on to the initial comment letter along with other 
organizations—the next stage will be NID’s cir-
culation of an EIR for public comment.   

If allowed to proceed, the reservoir and 
dam will submerge acres of precious, pristine 
oak woodlands, destroy a public campground 
and public road crossing, and devastate the Bear 
River.  Again, the Sierra Club is thankful to 
members in both the Sierra Nevada Group in 
Nevada County as well as the Placer Group for 
stepping up, organizing, and speaking out at 
meetings, and submitting the comments. 

To follow this project, visit:  www.
savebearriver.com or www.facebook.com/
SaveBearRiver .  To watch a very informative 
video from a meeting held at Sierra College in 

February, visit: https://vimeo.com/155988231. 
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2016 Creek Week Activities 

Traylor Ranch Bird Walk— Saturday April 9th 9:00 am – 11am 
Take a walk through West Placer’s 90 acre bird sanctuary at the headwaters of Antelope Creek with 
longtime, Audubon Society member Bill Covington and friends to view the many bird species that 
call this location home. 

Meet at Humphrey Road entrance of Traylor Ranch Park, off of English Colony Road in Pen-

ryn 
RSVP to Bill (916) 645-0727, billcovington5@gmail.com  or cammiev1@hotmail.com . 
   

Kaseberg Creek Restoration Project, Mahany Park, Roseville—Saturday, April 16th, 9am – 
10am 
Volunteers will be weeding native tree grove and trash pickup. 

For the first 25 volunteers, receive an Earth Day T-Shirt and free voucher for food at Celebrate 

the Earth Day, Mahany Park 4/16, 10am-3pm 
Meet at the footbridge behind Martha Riley Library at 1545 Pleasant Grove Blvd in Roseville 

@9am.  
Sturdy shoes, gloves, long pants, and a hat are suggested.    
Please RSVP with Matt Ocko at mocko@roseville.ca.us. 
   

Secret Ravine Restoration Project, Roseville—Saturday, April 16th, 9am – 10am 
Maintain riparian plantings of this complete restoration project near the mouth of Secret Ravine.  
For the first 25 volunteers, receive an Earth Day T-Shirt and free voucher for food at the Cele-

brate the Earth Day at Mahany Park 4/16, 10am-3pm 
Meet at the UA Theaters parking lot off of Eureka Road, 520 N. Sunrise in Roseville 
Sturdy shoes, long pants, and a hat are suggested, as well as water.  Gloves will be provided. 
Please RSVP with Dry Creek Conservancy at dcc@surewest.net or at 773-6575. 
   

Earth Fest, City of Rocklin—Saturday, April 23rd, 8am-Noon 
Johnson-Springville Park 
Come join the fun at Johnson-Springville Park and enjoy Demonstrations, Vendors, Entertainment 
and Hands on Activities. 
Visit the City of Rocklin’s website at www.rocklin.ca.us or call (916)625-5200 for more information. 
   

Miners Ravine Nature Reserve Restoration—Saturday, April 23rd, 9am to noon 
Care for more than 550 native plantings at this major restoration project including weeding, adding 
mulch, and marking tree locations.  

Meet at Miners Ravine Nature Reserve parking lot 7530 Auburn Folsom Road, Granite Bay, 

CA 95746, 
approximately eight-tenths of a mile north of Douglas Blvd on Auburn-Folsom Road.   
Sturdy shoes, long pants, and a hat are suggested, as well as water and snacks.  Gloves will be pro-
vided. 
Please RSVP with Dry Creek Conservancy at dcc@surewest.net or at 773-6575. 
   

Lincoln Doty Ravine- Tour of Beaver Project—Saturday April 30th, 9 to 11:00am.   
3341-3399 Gladding Road, Lincoln 
Join us on a tour of Doty Ravine lead by Placer Land Trust. We will be exploring the encouragement 
of Beaver Dam Construction to bring the channel back to the natural floodplain.  While learning 
about this restoration technique, also enjoy the wildflower display on this 40 acre parcel of land. 

Meet on Gladding Road just north of Wise Road in Lincoln. 
Wear shoes to hike in, bring water and binoculars if you have them. 
Please RSVP with Cammie Morales at cammiev1@hotmail.com or call (916)343-2380. 
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Executive Committee 

   Chair                 Carol Love 
                             carolelovely@yahoo.com 
   Vice Chair        Michael Garabedian 
                             michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net 
   Secretary           Marilyn Jasper 
                             marilyn.jasper@mlc.sierraclub.org 
   Treasurer          Tony Rakocija 
                             amrakoc@pacbell.net  
   ExCom Members            Tom Beattie 
                                           Casey Mills 

Other Issues/Contacts 

 
Website                              Marilyn Jasper 
Conservation Co-Chairs:   Terry Davis 
                                           Marilyn Jasper 
Renewable Energy             Carroll Nast 
                                           canast@wizwire.com 
Agriculture                        Sean Booth 
Outings Chair                    Carroll Nast 
Air Quality                        Open 
Fundraising                        Open 

The Sierra Conservationist is published quarterly:  
January, April, July online, and printed in October 
by Placer Group Sierra Club, a nonprofit organi-
zation.  Letters, comments and input are welcome.  
Submission deadline is 15 days prior to publica-
tion, which is the first day of each quarter of the 
year.  The newsletter can also be accessed on our 
website.   
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Spring Has Sprung in Placer County! 


