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Sierra Conservationist

From the Chair
By Marilyn Jasper

It’s been an exciting 16 years of serving as chair of the Placer Group
Executive Committee (ExCom), but the time has come for me to “retire.” 
For the Placer Group to continue, other members will have to step up.  
Could that be you? 

As a Sierra Club member, you probably have an interest in
environmental protection issues.  Discussions and policy decisions 
are made by Sierra Club members who live within the Placer Group’s 
area and elect six members to the ExCom.  All members can voice their 
opinions, but only the six elected ExCom members may vote on issues.  

If you have time for one meeting a month, ten months of the year, and 
can serve a two-year term, please consider being on the Placer Group’s 
ExCom.  Nominations are open, must be received by September 15, 
and elections will be in Oct/Nov (watch for ballots in your annual hard 
copy newsletter).  If you need more information, please contact any of 
us on the ExCom, or me at marilyn.jasper@mlc.sierraclub.org 
or (916) 652-7005. 

Native perennials signaling 
spring in the American River 
Canyon.
Photo: Cat Raymond 
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Public Relations/Newsletter: We invite your
letters, comments and input. Our deadline is 15 
days prior to publication, the first day of each
quarter during the year. Our newsletter can also be
accessed on our website.

The Sierra Conservationist is published quarterly: 
January, April, July online and printed in October 
by Placer Group Sierra Club, a nonprofit
organization.

YOUR Placer Group of the
Sierra Club Needs YOU… NOW!
Three seats are up for grabs to serve on the
elected, six-member Placer Group Executive
Committee (ExCom) that votes on positions,
projects, and programs.  If you are interested in
air, water, land-use, wildlife issues, and more in
Placer County, this is your opportunity to raise
your hand.  Expertise is not a requirement; it’s
helpful, of course, but a desire to protect our
environment is a good start.  For the Placer Group to have any kind
of a future environmental protection role in the county, we need
members to step up—now!  Ex Com election ballots will be prepared 
in late September.  Won’t you consider being a nominee and serving?  

ExCom terms are for two years, and there are ten monthly meetings 
(first Wednesday of the month, except for January or July) for
members only. If an urgent ExCom vote is needed on an issue, tele- 
conference calls or email votes are also options.  To see how the
meetings are conducted, please attend the next ExCom meeting on 
August 5 and/or September 2 (Denny’s, off I-80 at Foresthill exit, at 7:00 
p.m.) and consider being a nominee for Placer Group.

Your Placer Group works only if its members can help out.  For more 
information, please contact any one of the current ExCom.  Names and 
contact info can be found in this newsletter; we’d love to talk to you.   
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PLACER GROUP NEWS

Summer is here! With more daylight to burn, 
rooftop solar panels around the country are 
generating lots of clean energy and powering 
thousands of homes.

The Placer Group and the Mother Lode Chapter 
benefit from every new Sierra Club Solar Home 
in our state.  In addition to the clear benefits 
to you and the planet, your home’s new solar 
installation will provide our chapter and Placer 
Group crucial funding for our work to protect 
wild lands, keep our air and water clean, and 
promote a clean energy future.

Getting started with solar is quick and easy. 
It takes less than three minutes. Request an 
iQuote from Sungevity to get started today at 
www.sierraclub.org/solarhomes  or call (855) 
438-7860 for more information.

GO SOLAR and help our 
Sierra Club—both our 
Mother Lode Chapter 
and your Placer Group 

Save the date:  October 1, 2015
California environmental legislation is a huge area with special 
interests pressing decision makers to vote their way.  Do you 
wonder who is keeping track—watching the bills, their
amendments, “gut and amends,” and “spot” bills—and
lobbying on behalf of the environment?  One person who 
keeps tabs on thousands of bills each year in the CA state
legislature that might impact our environment is Katherine 
Phillips, Director of Sierra Club California.

Katherine will speak at a joint meeting of the Sierra Club Placer 
Group and the Auburn Area Democratic Club to discuss how 
the environment fared in the 2015 CA legislative session,
including, but not limited to, the Delta Tunnels, Climate 
Change, and other noteworthy outcomes.  Don’t miss this one.  
The presentation is free to the public and takes place on
Thursday, October 1, 2015, at the Auburn Library, 350 Nevada 
Street in Auburn at 7:00 p.m.  For more info, check the Placer 
Group website, http://www.sierraclub.org/mother-lode/placer, 
closer to the event or contact Marilyn at (916) 652-7005 or 
marilyn.jasper@mlc.sierraclub.org.  

To read more about Sierra Club California and its wonderful 
work, visit www.sierraclubcalifornia.org

Leash laws keep dogs, wildlife, 
and public safe
Many of us are devout, long-time dog lovers.  We love to take 
our dog(s) with us to enjoy outings, hikes, camping, and other 
activities.  However, we’re quite aware that often dogs and 
wildlife do not mix and that others who are outdoors enjoying 
nature may not share our exuberant affection.  

Most counties and cities have “leash laws,” which means that if 
a dog is off its owner’s property, it must be on a leash or in an 
enclosure.  No longer can a dog owner claim the dog is under 
voice control.  As stated on the Placer County’s website, this 
law is meant to keep both dogs, owners, and the public safe.  
In addition to altercations with equestrians, hikers, or bicyclists, 
unleashed dogs can create undue stress on many wildlife 
species--forced to flee at the scent of a dog, let alone a chase, 
abandon nests, or worse.    

Dog owners who allow their dogs to run loose can be cited 
for violations of leash laws.  Please do your part:  On any out-
ing, nature or otherwise, keep your hopefully socialized and 
well-behaved dog on a leash and set a good example.  For 
a more detailed description of the County’s leash law, go to: 
http://www.placer.ca.gov/news/2015/may/leash%20laws%20
keeps%20dogs%20wildlife%20and%20the%20public%20safe.   

GO   SOLAR
GET A SPECIAL $750 DISCOUNT

THROUGH SIERRA CLUB 
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PLACER GROUP NEWS

2015 SCHEDULE
July 19-21

August 23-25

September 27-29

October 25-27

Island
Hopping  in
Channel Islands
National Park

Join us for a 3-day, 3-island, live-aboard tour of the
enchanting Channel Islands! Hike wild, windswept trails bordered with blazing wildflowers.  Kayak rugged 
coastlines. Marvel at pristine waters teeming with frolicking seals and sea lions. Train your binoculars on 
unusual sea and land birds—and an occasional whale. Watch for the highly
endangered island fox. Look for reminders of the Chumash people who lived on these islands for thousands 
of years. Or, just relax at sea. All cruises depart from Santa Barbara, California. The cost, $615, includes an 
assigned bunk, all meals, snacks and beverages plus the services of a ranger/naturalist who will travel with us 
to help lead hikes, point out items of interest and give evening programs.

To reserve space, send a $100 check written to Sierra Club,
and mail to leader Joan Jones Holtz, 11826 The Wye Street, 
El Monte, CA 91732. For more information contact
Joan (626) 443-0706 jholtzhln@aol.com 

For wonderful outings in nature and other gatherings, 
check out these websites:

Mother Lode Chapter:
http://www.sierraclub.org/mother-lode/outingsschedule

Placer Land Trust:
http://www.placerlandtrust.org/calendar-2 

Auburn State Recreation Area Canyon Keepers:
http://www.canyonkeepers.org  

And don’t forget your own Placer Group Sierra Club’s 
upcoming member Executive Committee meetings on the 
first Wednesday in August (the 5th), September (the 2nd), 
and October (7th) at Denny’s (west side of I-80 at Foresthill 
exit) at 7:00 p.m.  To confirm time and place, check the 
Placer Group website, www.sierraclub.org/mother-lode/
placer, or contact Marilyn at (916) 652-7005.

On October 1 there will be a presentation by Kathryn
Phillips, Sierra Club California Director, who will provide an 
update on California’s legislative environmental press-
ing issues at a joint meeting with the AADC at 7:00 p.m., 
Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, CA.

The Placer Calendar Tracks across the Sierra 
September 27, 3:00 p.m. – October 4, 12:00 p.m. 

Explore the annals of travel across the Sierra as we 
retrace historic routes by train, van, and foot. We'll 
examine archaeological evidence, speak with local 
historians, and learn about epic efforts to connect 
California to the East via overland routes. Our
explorations will take us from Sacramento to Reno, 
with stops at historic sites including Truckee, Donner 
Pass, Lake Tahoe, and more. 

For more information on these trips and to
register, visit www.sierraclub.org/outings and click 
on “lodges” or go directly to: http://content.sierra-
club.org/outings/national/brochure/tracks-across-
sierra-tahoe-national-forest-california . 

Interested in leading a trip yourself? Visit
www.sierraclub.org/outings/volunteer to learn more.
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PLACER GROUP NEWS

Projects keep
Placer Group SC busy
A couple of volunteers are kept
extremely busy focusing on
conservation issues—examining new 
project proposals for environmental 
impacts, researching laws, and
responding, both by writing and
testifying before boards and
commissions. Unfortunately, there are 
always more egregious proposals that 
we simply don’t have the bandwidth
to address. 

Here are some current projects on
our radar:
• Clover Valley’s “Phase I” construction
 (Rocklin) which circumvents
 conditions of approval 

• Creekview which impacts wetlands 
• Sierra College Blvd apartments
 (Rocklin) impacting wildlife corridors 

• Property line adjustments with
 potential negative impacts to the
 Bear River

• Squaw Valley’s Olympic Village
 incorporation proposals

• Placer County’s Winery
 Ordinance revisions

• Placer County’s Conservation Plan
• After hours night bike riding in
 wildlife-sensitive recreation areas 

• Placer Parkway’s air quality and
 greenhouse gas impacts

As volunteers, we all have jobs,
families, and other responsibilities.  If 
we need legal advice, we spend our 
resources to engage the services of 
environmental law firms, which creates 
a need for fundraising activities (such 
as calendar sales).  Not everyone has 
time or inclination to evaluate project 
proposals for environmental impacts, 
but there are many other areas where 
you can help lighten the Placer Group’s 
work load.  We urge you to come to 
our Member/ExCom meetings to see 
where you can make a difference.

If it acts, looks, and advertises
as a restaurant…
About three years ago, applications were submitted to Placer 
County for two properties in rural residential/ag and farm 
zones to become private “Community Center” operations.  
These were not traditional Grange Halls, Memorial Halls, or 
Community Centers that are rented by the public at
reasonable costs for gatherings (meetings, weddings,
reunions, celebrations, etc.), but rather they were large,
private entertainment and event venues.  

These rented venues operate in areas where such activities 
normally would not be allowed on a regular basis and provide 
tax write offs.  Because of the County’s vague language,
loopholes allowed the two Community Centers to be
approved before a moratorium was put in place.  (As an aside, 
a new “Community Center Zoning Text Amendment” was
subsequently approved by the Board of Supervisors last year.) 

One of the two “grandfathered” Community Centers that was 
approved before the moratorium is a winery.  The hearings 
were controversial as neighbors objected to having events in 
their residential/ag and farm neighborhoods.  As a condition 
of its 2013 approval, a review in two years was required.  If 
noncompliance or complaints were found, the permit to
continue as a Community Center could be revoked.

On June 11, 2015, at a Placer County Planning Commission 
hearing (can be watched online) on that condition, three 
groups and one neighbor testified that the community center/
winery in question had violated that last condition—both via 
a complaint and a non-permitted use.  It was operating as a 
drop-in restaurant, advertised as a “Bistro,” and offered 3- and 
7-course dinners.  The opposing groups contended that was 
an illegal land use because restaurants are not allowed in resi-
dential ag or farm zones.  Compelling evidence was submitted 
to support claims that the operation was a defacto restaurant.   

Unfortunately, in a split vote, the Planning Commission
decided that the restaurant use was “subservient” to the 
winery use, and therefore it did not meet the definition of a 
“restaurant.”  Because the County’s definition of a restaurant 
(also online) has one sentence stating that if the restaurant 
operation is secondary to the primary activity, then it’s not 
a restaurant operation.  If it’s not a restaurant, then it’s not 
violating the code.  As long as a property owner can claim that 
their primary use is _____ (fill in the blank), then based on the 
County’s definition of restaurant, a restaurant is not operating 
as a restaurant if it’s not the primary use. 

It’s this kind of loophole language that makes a mockery of 
orderly planning, creates incompatible land uses, impacts 
neighbors, and eventually changes agricultural communities 
into industrial or commercial operations.   
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SPONSORS

At the crest of the Sierra Nevadas

Hiking • Fishing • Horseback Riding • Swimming • Boating Photog-
raphy • Meals and Lodging Provided

530-836-2350 • GoldLakeLodge.com

Gold Lake Lodge
We wish to thank these Placer Group sponsors
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Canyon Dudleya
Dudleya cymosa

This California native perennial sprouts from 
rocks along the American River Canyon trails, 
as well as much of California in the Sierra Ne-
vada and coast ranges, starting in late April. Part 
of the Stonecrop family, of which there are about 
900 species, this succulent is also called “Canyon 
Live Forever” and “Rock Lettuce” are favorites of 
hummingbirds. 

FIELD
NOTES


