
Club Rocky Mountain Chapter (RMC) $1,000 to protect 
local wildlife and wild lands, keep our air and water clean, 
and move us toward a clean energy future.
 Over the course of  their lifetime, Sierra Club solar 
homes will generate 190,374,422 kWh of  solar power and 
offset the same amount of  dirty carbon as taking 1,273 

cars off  the road for 20 years, or planting 7,488 acres of  
trees!
 RMC Director Joshua Ruschhaupt encourages Sierra 
Club members and friends to add solar panels to their 
homes this year through the Sungevity program—doing 
it in October to get the special $1,000 discount is an espe-
cially good time.
 “If  a Sierra Club member or supporter wants to make a 
tangible difference to make the world a better place, install-

ing solar panels for electricity use is one of  the best ways,” 
Ruschhaupt said, adding that he likes to consider the posi-
tive impact of  large numbers of  Colorado homeowners 
switching to 100 percent renewable this fall.
 Getting started with solar is quick and easy. It takes less 
than three minutes. Request an iQuote from Sungevity 
by going to (www.sierraclub.org/solarhomes) or calling 
415-977-5668 to speak with the Sierra Club Solar Homes 
coordinator.                                                               ❦
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By Carol Carpenter
RMC Communications Team

 
 If  there is one thing Tiffny Shanaughy would like to do 
as a Sierra Club volunteer—and for activists there is never 
just ONE thing—is to “get people a bit fired up” to help 
protect the environment. Rocky Mountain Chapter’s tal-
ented Convio administrator who designs and lays out our 
monthly Peak & Prairie, Tiffny astutely comments: “We’ve 
got a lot to be fired up about!”
 One of  Tiffny’s top suggestions to improve the planet 
and reduce one’s carbon footprint is this: Be a more 
thoughtful consumer by considering where things come 
from and where they will go before buying them. “These 
are items that end up in landfills, floating in ocean garbage 
patches, or worse, in an animal’s stomach. I’m not a big fan 
of  consumerism and believe we could all live with a heck 
of  a lot less stuff ” she states with conviction.
 A fan of  social media and a member of  RMC’s Com-
munications Team, Tiffny gets particular satisfaction from 
posting articles on RMC’s Facebook and Twitter pages—
topics can start discussions or get people excited. Among 
them: human population control, the decreasing potable 
water supply around the world, GMO foods, fracking, 
climate change, factory farms and polluted oceans. “The 
list goes on and on. I don’t think we can stand idly by and 
wait until governments figure stuff  out,” she notes.
 Particularly upsetting to her is the breakdown of  
governmental political systems that serve the interests of  
only a select few who control the purse strings. “This is 
definitely a hot topic for me,” Tiffny emphasizes. “It is 
very disheartening when a back-room deal takes prece-
dence over what is best for the bigger picture. It’s frustrat-
ing to see politicians cave to big money, especially since it’s 
so hard to find those who have an agenda outside of  their 
own interests. We have scientists around the world agree-

ing on climate change, yet many representatives in our 
government won’t even acknowledge it.”

 Something ‘extra’ to do
 Volunteering is not something this relatively new Den-
ver resident has been doing for a long time. Moving here 
from the Philadelphia area more than three years ago with 
her husband and young son, she soon decided she needed 
something extra to do part-time. Seeing a Sierra Club ad 
on craigslist seeking a Communications Team volunteer, 
she responded.
 “Now I can share with others environmental articles I 
find interesting and informative,” she says, adding that she 
chose Sierra Club because of  its long and well-respected 
history to preserve the environment. “Grassroots efforts 
can still work and more and more people are joining the 
cause(s).”
 Inspired by other RMC volunteers, she is pleased to 
have seen, for example, successful efforts that led to mora-
toriums on fracking in Longmont and Broomfield. More 
recently she has felt dismayed that the oil and gas industry 
“is much stronger than the morals and integrity of  our 
politicians and that those bans were lifted.” 
 One favorite volunteer task has been learning how to 
use the Convio communications system. “As I become 
more familiar with the system, I hope to help out more 
with action alerts, and soon I’m going to be working on an 
electronic ballot for the upcoming fall Chapter elections. 
This will make it easier for our members to cast their votes 
via e-mail.”
 Looking ahead, Tiffny would like to become involved 
more socially with other Club members. For example, 
she is considering taking part in hiking outings, such as 
Denver Metro Network’s popular Hike & Writes. “Getting 
out, meeting other members, hiking the trails and seeing 
beautiful scenery sounds wonderful,” she says. “Everything 
about Colorado has exceeded my expectations. After what 
I’ve seen so far, I can’t wait to see more.”                        ❦ 

 ~ Volunteer of the Month ~

Activist seeks to ‘get people fired up’ 

Your Chapter Needs Volunteers!
Would you believe that the Sierra Club runs more from volunteer leadership than staff leadership?

It’s true! Some of the critically important volunteer opportunities you can sign up for are:
Webmaster with experience in HTML and Drupal, fund-raising volunteers

unafraid to “make the ask,” reporters, oil and gas leaders, and many, many more.
You can fill out, cut out and mail us the form on page 13

along with your ballot on page 15 or you can fill out the volunteer form on the
RMC Website at: http://rmc.sierraclub.org/volunteer.shtml.

Tiffny Shanaughy
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