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Large photo:  James H. Baker Small photo:  Scott Dye 
 

Top Photo:  Wolf River Harbor is a slack water harbor that receives its recharge from the 
influx of the Mississippi River at its open southern terminus and from storm water 
discharges from its four square mile watershed. 
 
Bottom Photo:  Warning sign at Wolf River Harbor. 
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NOTE:  The following information in the following file audits is based strictly on the 
information in the public record files located at the Memphis office of the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation. These audits were conducted from 
February to March 2003. 
 
20 – The total number of industrial facilities identified as discharging storm water into the Wolf 
River Harbor. 
Facility Name Address & TMSP # If Known 
1) Bunge Corporation Grain Elevator 1079 N. Second St. File could not be located 
2) Buzzard Used Auto Parts 78 Looney Ave. File could not be located 
3) Cargill Grain Elevator 1387 N. Second St. File could not be located 
4) Classic American Hardwood 1245 N. Seventh St. File could not be located 
5) Conwood Company L.P. 46 Keel Ave. – TNR054448 
6) Dunlap St.Used Auto Parts 431 N.Dunlap St. File could not be located 
7) Hawkins Machinery (Hawkins Equip. 1489 Thomas St.) – TNR051064 
8) Iskiwitz Metals 604 Marble Ave. – TNR054012 
9) Jorgensen Bennett Mfg. 1230 N. Seventh St. – TNR051863 
10) Lane Auto Salvage & Parts ( 
a.k.a.McKenzie Lane Auto Parts ) 

433 N.Waldran Blvd. – TNR050557 

11) Levee Auto Parts & Salvage 1336 N. Second St. File could not be located 
12) Lone Star Industries 6 Poplar Ave. – TNR050703 
13) Memphis Recyclery 1245 Morehead – TNR053454 
14) Metal Management (Perlco) 540 Weakley Ave. – TNR053315 
15) Owens Laminated Flooring 1240 N. Seventh St. – TNR053990 
16) Patton Tully Transportation 1242 N. Second St. – TNR051611 
17) Ponderosa of Tennessee 1531 N.Thomas St. – TNR051116 File could not be 

located 
18) River City Chrome 600 Monroe Ave. – TNR051020 
19) Westway Terminal Co. Inc. 1315 N. Second St. – TNR053167 
20) Yarbrough Cable 850 N.Main St. – TNR054311 File could not be 

located 
 
8 – The number of facilities where TDEC’s clerical personnel could not locate the respective 
public record file.  These facilities are: 
1) Bunge Corporation Grain Elevator 
2) Buzzard Used Auto Parts 
3) Cargill Grain Elevator 
4) Classic American Hardwood 
6) Dunlap St.Used Auto Parts 
11) Levee Auto Parts & Salvage 
17) Ponderosa of Tennessee-appears to be out of 
business 
20) Yarbrough Cable 
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9 – The number of facilities that have TMSP’s requiring storm water sampling and reporting in 
the first 5-year permit cycle, yet, no data during that permitting period was present in the public 
record files.  These facilities are: 
7) Hawkins Machinery 
8) Iskiwitz Metals 
9) Jorgensen Bennett Mfg. 
10) Lane Auto Salvage & Parts (a.k.a.McKenzie 
Lane Auto Parts) 
12) Lone Star Industries 
13) Memphis Recyclery-appears to be out of 
business 
14) Metal Management (Perlco) 
15) Owens Laminated Flooring-appears to be 
out of business 
16) Patton Tully Transportation 
 
10 – The number of facilities that operated for 3 to 5 years without a TMSP in the first 5-year 
permit cycle.  These facilities are: 
1) Bunge Corporation Grain Elevator 
2) Buzzard Used Auto Parts 
3) Cargill Grain Elevator 
4) Classic American Hardwood 
5) Conwood Company L.P. 
6) Dunlap St.Used Auto Parts 
8) Iskiwitz Metals 
10) Lane Auto Salvage & Parts (a.k.a.McKenzie 
Lane Auto Parts 
11) Levee Auto Parts & Salvage 
15) Owens Laminated Flooring-appears to be 
out of business 
 
2 – The number of TDEC’s Notices of Violation (NOV) found in all the files audited for these 20 
facilities. 
7) Hawkins Machinery TDEC letter-NOV – 9/11/96-No sampling for 

Monitoring Year 1994-1995. 
10) Lane Auto Salvage & Parts (a.k.a.McKenzie 
Lane Auto Parts) 

TDEC letter-NOV – 1/10/94-Facility inspection, 
complaint of waste oil leaving facility. 

 
3 – The number of facilities that appear to be out of business.  One of these facilities was one 
where no file was found.  These facilities are: 
13) Memphis Recyclery-appears to be out of 
business 
15) Owens Laminated Flooring-appears to be 
out of business 
17) Ponderosa of Tennessee-appears to be out of 
business 
 
From the file audits, of the 20 industrial facilities identified, only one, River City Chrome, 
appeared to have complied with the TMSP and its predecessor, the Tennessee Baseline General 
Permit. 
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Points to be made – Questions to be asked: 
 
1)  In regards to the eight (8) facilities where the clerical personnel could not find the files: 
Question:  The entire first 5-year Permit cycle came and went and it is now 14 months into the 
second 5-Year Permit cycle and eight (8) industrial facilities that should be covered under the 
Tennessee Multi-Sector Storm Water Permit are still lacking Permits.  Why were those facilities 
not covered in the first 5-Year cycle and why are they still not covered?  Or have the files on 
eight of the facilities just been mislaid?  Will any enforcement actions for violations of the Clean 
Water Act commence as a result of these facilities having no Permits yet discharging storm 
water?  In addition, four (4) facilities obtained TMSP’s in the Year 2000 and 2001.  As a result, 
they discharged storm water for 3 to 4 years without a Permit.  Will any enforcement actions for 
violations of the Clean Water Act commence as a result of these facilities having no Permits yet 
discharging storm water? 
 
2)  In regards to no self-monitoring sampling data being present in the files of nine (9) facilities 
as required by the TMSP’s. 
Question:  Where is all the data?  Will any enforcement actions for violations of the Permit 
commence as a result of these facilities lack of submittal of data or submittal of data that is 
incomplete? 
 
3)  Question:  Does TDEC believe that once-per-year storm water runoff sampling of those 
sectors that require it will show that the quality of the receiving waters are being protected?  The 
information of pollutants entering the Wolf River Harbor is very sparse and the self-monitoring 
data is quite dated.  Much of the data is five (5) or more years old and the latest data was 
collected in 2001.  The data collected by the Chickasaw Group’s Water Sentinels Program for the 
two Permitted facilities shows substantial amounts of pollutants washing off of these sites.  Yet, 
there is data missing from nine (9) facility Public Record files as well as no files to be found for 
the additional eight (8) facilities. 
 
4)  Question:  Does TDEC believe that “quarterly visual monitoring” will show that the quality 
of the receiving waters is being protected? 
 
5)  Question:  In light of the sampling data collected at the Metal Management and Levee Auto 
Parts facilities, what actions will the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation be 
taking in regards of these two facilities? 
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Sampling results: 
 
On Tuesday, March 18, 2003, representatives of the Sierra Club’s Water Sentinels Program 
conducted storm water sampling from two discharge points that conveys storm runoff from the 
property of Metal Management at 540 Weakley Ave., TMSP # TNR053315.  See map below for 
sampling locations.  These locations were chosen so as to remain on the public street and collect a 
representative sample as possible. 
The samples were collected in accordance with the requirements for sampling under the 
Tennessee Multi-Sector Permit for Storm Water Discharges. 
Location #1: is pipes discharging from a “headwall” on the west side of North 7th St. at Weakley 
Ave.  This location does appear to have some off-site water that would dilute the discharge from 
Metal Management.  However, to avoid trespassing onto the site, and to collect the most 
representative sample of the runoff from the north and south side of Weakley, this site was 
chosen. 
Location #2: is at the facility’s fence-line in a ditch on the easternmost side of North 7th that 
conveys storm water off the Metal Management site.  The nearest address is 1270 North 7th St.  
This location is unaffected by off-site water. 
There may be other outfalls from this facility, but they would have been impossible to sample due 
to access and/or trespass issues.  The results are in the following tables.  All analytical results 
exceeded the “cut-off concentration.” 

 
Map of site and sample locations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Private section of Weakley, owned by Metal Management 

Locked gate 

Sample 
Location 
#1 

Sample 
Location 
#2

Metal Management 
Property 

Metal Management Property 

North 7th 
Street 

NORTH 

Life Ave. 

Flow 
direction

Flow direction 

Flow direction Storm drain 
inlets flow to 
location #1 
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Metal Management at 540 Weakley Ave. TNR053315, Sector N. 
Location #1 
Chemical Analyses and “Cut-off Concentration” Result – mgs/L 
Total Suspended Solids – 200mgs/L 1,860 
Chemical Oxygen Demand – 120mgs/L 984 
Total Recoverable Aluminum – 0.75mgs/L 60.3 
Total Recoverable Copper – 0.0636mgs/L 2.13 
Total Recoverable Iron – 5.00mgs/L 222 
Total Recoverable Lead – 0.156mgs/L 3.16 
Total Recoverable Zinc – 0.395mgs/L 14.0 
Visual Analyses Result 
Color Dark brown-gray 
Odor Odor of oil 
Clarity Opaque 
Floating Solids Present 
Settled Solids Present:  Some reacted to a magnet 
Suspended Solids Present 
Foam None observed 
Oil Sheen Present 
Other storm water pollution indicators None observed 

 
Metal Management at 540 Weakley Ave. TNR053315, Sector N. 
Location #2 
Chemical Analyses and “Cut-off Concentration” Result – mgs/L 
Total Suspended Solids – 200mgs/L 728 
Chemical Oxygen Demand – 120mgs/L 803 
Total Recoverable Aluminum – 0.75mgs/L 22.0 
Total Recoverable Copper – 0.0636mgs/L 6.33 
Total Recoverable Iron – 5.00mgs/L 57.2 
Total Recoverable Lead – 0.156mgs/L 4.29 
Total Recoverable Zinc – 0.395mgs/L 3.58 
Visual Analyses Result 
Color Brown-gray-slightly lighter in color than #1 

above 
Odor Odor of oil 
Clarity Opaque 
Floating Solids None observed 
Settled Solids Present:  Some reacted to a magnet 
Suspended Solids Present 
Foam None observed 
Oil Sheen Present 
Other storm water pollution indicators None observed 
 
Rain event information: 
Rainfall estimated to begin at site at 10:30-11:00 PM.  Based on web-site radar and rain 
beginning at Water Sentinel Project Director’s home at 11:00PM. 
Arrived at site at 11:35PM, runoff strong at both selected outfalls. 
Sampled Location #1 at 11:40PM. 
Sampled Location #2 at 11:45PM. 
Only rain for March 18, 2003 occurred from about 10:30-12:00 Midnight.  Rainfall at National 
Weather Service for 3/18/03 was 0.67”. 
Previous rainfall of greater than 0.1” (at National Weather Service) was 3/13/03 = 0.21”. 
 
No site inspection from the public street was made at sampling time due to poor visibility. 
Daylight photos made to show sample locations and for site inspection purposes. 
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A site inspection from the street was made on March 23, 2003: 
 
Metal Management:  On the privately owned section of Weakley, silt fence and hay bales have 
been installed.  However, it appears that the installation and maintenance of these Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) are ineffective.  In a majority of the silt fence sags and gaps can 
be seen.  Mud was observed in the easternmost part of the private section of Weakley.  Junk metal 
parts and large piles of various metals are on the property on both sides of Weakley.  Any 
pollutants from this section of the property will migrate to Sample Location #1 in the stormwater 
runoff.  On the Metal Management property near 1270 North 7th St., there were no BMPs visible.  
Large piles of various metals are on site, including a large pile of car and truck radiators.  Any 
pollutants from this section will migrate to Sample Location #2 in the stormwater runoff. 
 
On Tuesday, March 25, 2003, a representative of the Sierra Club’s Water Sentinels Program 
conducted storm water sampling from a discharge point that conveys storm runoff from the 
property of Levee Auto Parts and Salvage at 1336 North Second St.  This location is at the edge 
of the public street.  Two other outfalls next to North Second St. had no flow at the time of the 
above sample was collected.  See map below for sampling location. 
The samples were collected in accordance with the requirements for sampling under the 
Tennessee Multi-Sector Permit for Storm Water Discharges. 
There may be other outfalls from this facility, but they would have been impossible to sample due 
to access and/or trespass issues.  The results are in the following table.  All analytical results 
exceeded the “cut-off concentration.” 

 
 
Map of site and sample locations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levee Auto Parts 
Property 

Levee Auto Parts 
Property 

Levee Auto 
Parts 
Property 

Locked 
gate with 
car parts 
storage 

Sample 
Location 

No flow, this 
location

North 2nd  
Street 

NORTH

No flow, this 
location

Flow direction 
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Levee Auto Parts and Salvage at 1336 North Second Street.  No file was located at TDEC on 
this facility. 
Chemical Analyses and “Cut-off Concentration” Result – mgs/L 
Total Suspended Solids – 200mgs/L 204 
Total Recoverable Aluminum – 0.75mgs/L 4.01 
Total Recoverable Iron – 5.00mgs/L 8.44 
Total Recoverable Lead – 0.156mgs/L 0.363 
Visual Analyses Result 
Color Tan 
Odor Odor of oil 
Clarity Moderate Clarity 
Floating Solids None observed 
Settled Solids Present-Few:  Some reacted to a magnet 
Suspended Solids Present 
Foam None observed 
Oil Sheen Present 
Other storm water pollution indicators None observed 

 
Rain event information: 
Rainfall estimated to begin at site at 6:25PM.  Water Sentinels representative was en-route to site 
when rain began. 
Arrived at site at 6:35PM, runoff began at 6:40PM. 
Sample taken at 6:55PM, with moderate runoff. 
Only rain for March 25, 2003 occurred from about 6:20PM to 12:00 Midnight.  Rainfall at 
National Weather Service for 3/25/03 was 1.28”. 
Previous rainfall of greater than 0.1” (at National Weather Service) was 3/20/03 = 0.13”. 
 
No site inspection from the public street was made at sampling time due to poor visibility. 
Daylight photos made to show sample location and for site inspection purposes. 
 
A site inspection from the street was made on March 30, 2003. 
 
Levee Auto Parts and Salvage:  In area that is serviced by the outfall sampled, cars and car parts 
are on racks and the ground.  There are no BMPs visible.  A solid metal fence prevents 
observation for BMPs at the other two outfalls near North Second St. 
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Facility Photos: 
 
These facilities were the ones that were sampled.  Their data is on pages 6 & 8 above. 
 
Metal Management at 540 Weakley Ave. TNR053315, Sector N. 
Sample Location #1 
(Top) Location #1 is red square.  Pipes discharge from a “headwall” on the westernmost side of 
North Seventh St. at Weakley Ave. 
 

 
(Bottom Left) Close up photograph of this headwall with storm water runoff from Metal 
Management facility.  Note the oil sheen on the water (orange arrow). 
(Bottom Right) Sample of this runoff. 

 
Photos:  James H. Baker 
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Metal Management at 540 Weakley Ave. TNR053315, Sector N. 
Sample Location #2 
(Top left) Location #2 is red square at the facility’s fence-line in a ditch on the easternmost side 
of North Seventh that conveys storm water off the Metal Management site.  The nearest address 
is 1270 North Seventh St. 
Note:  No Best Management Practices (BMPs) are visible.  Note debris in ditch. 
(Top right) Sample of this runoff. 

 
(Bottom) Metal Management:  A view of Best Management Practices (BMPs):  Photo from 
public section of Weakley.  One can see sagging silt fence (the BMP) and dirt in the street 
(orange arrows).  Stormwater from this section flows to Sample Location #1. 

 
Photos:  James H. Baker 
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Levee Auto Parts and Salvage at 1336 North Second Street.  No file was located at TDEC on 
this facility. 
Note:  No Best Management Practices visible. 
Sample location is red square at edge of North Second St. 
 

 
Photos:  James H. Baker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chickasaw Group of the Tennessee Chapter 12

Letter that accompanied the Wolf River Harbor Report: 
 

Chickasaw Group, Sierra Club 
P.O. Box 111094, Memphis, TN 38111 

 
April 22, 2003 
 
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
21st Floor, L&C Tower 
401 Church St. 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Attn.: Commissioner Betsy Child 
 
RE:  Investigation Report-Industrial facilities that discharge storm water into the Wolf River Harbor 
(part of the Mississippi River) in Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee.  (Waterbody I.D.# 
TN08010100001-1000) 
 
Dear Commissioner Child; 
 

On various dates in February and March 2003, the public record files were audited at the 
Memphis’ office of the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) on the 
facilities listed in the tables in the accompanying report.  This was done in keeping with the Sierra 
Club’s National Priority Campaign on improving water quality in the United States.  This report 
is also the first involving a new national Sierra Club program – Water Sentinels. 

The Mississippi River is listed on the Draft 2002, 303(d) list of impaired waterbodies that 
is published by your department.  The Wolf River Harbor is connected with the Mississippi.  
People have been observed fishing in the Wolf River Harbor.  The Wolf River Harbor has a 
fishing advisory posted as per this same 303(d) list. 

Representatives of the Chickasaw Group checked to see if the facilities had either a 
Tennessee Multi-Sector General Permit (TMSP) for Storm Water discharges or an individual 
NPDES Permit for storm water discharges.  The self-monitoring data that was in the files was 
audited as well. 

Representatives of the Water Sentinels from the Chickasaw Group collected storm water 
runoff samples from two of the facilities (Metal Management & Levee Auto Parts and Salvage) 
that are in the sampling and analyses section of this report.  We request that representatives from 
the Memphis EAC follow-up these samples with their own.  This would be to confirm or refute 
our results that showed levels of pollutants being discharged to the Wolf River Harbor by these 
facilities are for the most part far in excess of the “cut-off concentration”, for each analyte that is 
required to be analyzed under each facility’s respective sector of the TMSP. 

The Chickasaw Group of the Sierra Club is deeply concerned with the lack of recent 
information and data on the twenty facilities identified as discharging storm water into the Wolf 
River Harbor. 

The Riverfront Development Corporation’s Master Plan calls for a land bridge to be 
constructed and the existing Wolf River Harbor to become a major new amenity in the form of a 
recreational lake for new riverfront development.  The Chickasaw Group of the Sierra Club is 
concerned that due to the apparent lack of enforcement of the Clean Water Act and the lack of 
sufficient water quality data, then the decision to construct this proposed lake is premature and ill-
advised. 

A written response to each of these points listed in the attached report is respectfully 
requested. 
 
Sincerely; 
Charles A.Rond; Chair, Chickasaw Group 
 
c. Copy to the U.S.EPA Region 4, Water Management Division 
 Copy to the TDEC office in Memphis 
 Copy to the City of Memphis 
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The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation’s Response: 
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No written responses received from the U.S. EPA or the City of Memphis. 
 
To view what TDEC has done since their response, please see the follow-up report: 
“Fouling the Father of Waters, 2003 in Review-Industrial Storm Water Pollution and the Failure 
to Regulate” at the website: 
 
http://www.sierraclub.org/watersentinels/tennessee/fouling.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

### 


