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This beaver lives with 
its mate and two 
offspring on a small 
stream in Wexford 
County. Beavers are 
nature’s architects, 
and a wide variety of 
wildlife benefits from 
their handiwork.  
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wildlife, and he has 
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all the beautiful 
nature photos in this 
issue of The Mackinac. 
See more of Chuck’s 
work, and how to 
contact him, at www.
natureofthewild.com.
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Read on . . .

•	 The Great Lakes Charter Annex, strengthened and 
approved by Great Lakes governors and the pre-
miers of Ontario and Quebec, sets standards for 
water diversions with the opportunity for states 
to adopt stricter laws. See p. 4 for the Sierra Club’s 
position on how Michigan lawmakers should 
implement the Charter Annex.

•	 The Michigan legislature is in the middle of ex-
amining a package of laws they claim will address 
water diversion. This is your opportunity to sup-
port the enactment of good, strong laws. See p. 6 
for how.

FromtheChair
Water is for Fighting
Your Days Of Taking Water  
For Granted Are Over 

by Sue Kelly

T he West has known for a long time something that 
many Michiganders are just now realizing: “Whis-

key is for drinking and water is for fighting.” We’ve always 
thought, mistakenly, that there is an unlimited supply of 
Michigan water. (And, unfortunately, many decisionmakers 
in our state still think this way.) Globally almost two billion 
people lack access to fresh water; by 2025 the demand for 
fresh water will be 56% beyond the water supply currently 
available. 

The time to act to protect Great Lakes water is long past 
due.

Who gets to use or remove Great Lakes water? Who 
controls the rules and regulations? Several extensive efforts 
have been made to address these questions. The final deci-
sions have yet to be made on the details, but the Great Lakes 
Charter Annex and a package of bills in the Michigan Legis-
lature can still use your support. If you care about the future 
of the water you see as you look about you, about the water 
you swim in, cook with, and, yes, drink, then don’t put this 
issue of The Mackinac down until you’ve made a decision to 
do something to help.

Sue Kelly lives in Brighton with her husband 
Mike and two dogs, Maggie and Oscar. 
She can be reached at sue.kelly@michigan.
sierraclub.org.

Do you want to be lumped in with 
the generation that let them sell 
our Great Lakes? If you haven’t 
contacted your state legislators and 
Governor Granholm, you could find 
yourself saying, “I should have done 
something when I had the chance.” 
Now’s the time. This is your chance. 
Make your voice heard!

Fast-flowing water captures slowly drifting leaves in this beautiful 
northern Michigan river.
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IntheSpotlight
Who Decides How Our Water is Used? You Do!

Water Laws Need Your Input
Michigan at heart of negotiations about water use

by Rita Jack

G reat Lakes Basin water use, a hot 
topic of late, has received even more 

attention with the December release of 
the Annex 2001 documents. The docu-
ments set a framework for how to deal 
with water at the regional level. Michigan, 
at the heart of the discussions and nego-

tiations, is one of only a few states in the 
basin working on new, state-level laws to 
govern the use of water. 

We at the Sierra Club know that the 
different approaches for water manage-
ment can be confusing, but it is essential 
that the public participate in this impor-

tant process. This issue of The Mackinac 
covers several new aspects of water use 
management and offers suggestions for 
how you can help.

Fast Facts
•	 The Great Lakes Compact 

and Annex Agreement are 
the result of four years of 
work by the Great Lakes 
governors and interest 
groups representing indus-
try, agriculture and the envi-
ronment.

•	 They comprise documents 
that set a regulatory floor 
and allow each state to 
adopt more protective re-
quirements.

•	 They establish standards 
to govern the Great Lakes 
governors’ approval or veto 
over any diversions of water 
from the Great Lakes Basin.

•	 For the first time, they es-
tablish a uniform standard 
to apply to in-basin uses 
of water, but allow each 
jurisdiction to set the with-
drawal level at which this 
standard will apply.

More information
•	G reat Lakes Charter:  

cglg.org/pub/charter
•	G reat Lakes Charter Annex 

2001: michigan.gov/deq
•	I nternational Joint 

Commission: www.ijc.org

Governors & Canadian Premiers Strengthen Great Lakes Charter

Sierra Club Applauds Annex Agreement
Calls on States to Adopt Stronger Laws

T he Great Lakes Compact, signed 
in December 2005, is a critical 

step toward responsible management of 
the Great Lakes. “We applaud the Great 
Lakes governors and the premiers of 
Ontario and Quebec for their leadership 
in protecting the Great Lakes,” says Em-
ily Green, director of Sierra Club’s Great 
Lakes Program. “Their commitment has 
given us the opportunity to ensure our 
Great Lakes will not be sold to the highest 
bidder.” 

Green hopes that state legislatures will 
go one step further. States should adopt 
strong laws to implement the compact, 
thus protecting the Lakes for the future. 
Sierra Club is urging each state to pass 
stronger laws in five key areas:

•	 Require measurable water conserva-
tion programs, including water recy-
cling and reuse, prior to any applica-
tion for a diversion of Great Lakes 
water.

•	 Require water conservation mea-
sures for all withdrawals of water in 
amounts at or above 100,000 gallons 
per day.

•	 Close and oppose diversion loopholes 
based on container size.

•	 Require return of diverted Great 

Lakes waters, after appropriate treat-
ment, to the point of initial with-
drawal.

•	 Establish set political boundaries for 
“straddling communities” and com-
munities within “straddling coun-
ties” (communities or counties that 
straddle the Great Lakes Basin) that 
seek to divert water as of the date of 
the law’s enactment.

Water management 
can be confusing, but 
it is essential that the 
public participate in this 
important process.
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A male Loon drying out after diving for a 
fish in Lake County, MI.
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Welcome to  
the MICHIGAN 
Chapter!

M ichigan Sierra Club 
members have voted 

overwhelmingly to change 
the name of the Mackinac 
Chapter to the Michigan 
Chapter. We will continue 
to call the newsletter The 
Mackinac as a tie to the first 
38 years of Michigan Sierra 
Club history. 

Resources

•	C ircuit Court Judge Law-
rence Root, ruling in Michi-
gan Citizens for Water Con-
servation v. Nestle Waters 
North America, Inc., Cir. Ct. 
No. 01-14563-CE, Nov. 25, 
2003.

•	U niversity of Toledo  
Law School:  
law.utoledo.edu/LIGL/ 
public_trust_doctrine.htm

•	O lson, Bzdoc & Howard:  
envlaw.com

•	 Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources:  
michigan.gov/dnr (search 
“Value to Michigan”)

•	 Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality: 
michigan.gov/deq (search 
“bottomland conveyances”)

Michigan’s Public Trust Doctrine
by Rita Jack, with gratitude to Jim Olson of Olson, Bzdoc, and Howard

T he concept of public trust doctrine 
comes from ancient common law 

that states that the air, water, and earth 
are held in common. The United States 
held the waters of navigable rivers and 
lakes and the soil under them in trust for 
the people, and this trust passed to a state 
when it was granted statehood. Accord-
ingly, the bottomlands of the Great Lakes 
“are held in trust by the State of Michigan 
for use and enjoyment by its citizens....” 
So it says on the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality’s website:

The State, as the owner and trustee, 
has a perpetual responsibility to the 
public to manage these bottomlands 
and waters for the prevention of pollu-
tion, for the protection of the natural 

Rita Jack, the Michigan 
Chapter’s Water Sentinels 
Project Coordinator, can 
be contacted at rita.jack@
sierraclub.org or 517-484-
2372.

“The bottomlands of 
the Great Lakes are 
held in trust by the 
State of Michigan for 
use and enjoyment by 
its citizens...”
     – MDEQ website
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resources and to maintain the public’s 
rights of hunting, fishing, navigation, 
commerce, etc. The State of Michigan’s 
authority to protect the public’s interest 
in the bottomlands of the Great Lakes 
is based on both ownership and state 
regulation. The Public Trust Doctrine 
gives a state authority to manage and to 
protect the public’s fundamental rights 
to use the property.

James Olson, lead attorney for the 
Michigan Citizens for Water Conserva-
tion, stated in his June 16, 2004 letter to 
Governor Granholm that a private diver-
sion of water out of a watershed for the 
purpose of sale elsewhere was prohibited 
under Michigan common law where it 
would diminish the flow or level of a lake 
or stream. This would mean that any 
standard that was more liberal or relaxed 
would undermine the property rights of 
riparians and citizens under the public 
trust doctrine from the headwaters of 
streams down to and including the Great 
Lakes. 

Trumpeter swans at the Seney Wildlife 
Refuge in Schoolcraft County, MI.
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Citizens&Democracy
Capitol Watch
by Gayle Miller

Glancing Backward,  
Charging Forward
Last year was exciting for the Sierra Club’s 
top legislative priority: putting a stop to 
dangerous pollution from concentrated 
animal feeding operations (CAFO). The 
Sierra Club played key roles in the devel-
opment of an excellent package of bills 
to address the problem, and hundreds 
of citizen lobbyists pushed hard for the 
bills’ introduction. Prior to introduction, 
however, House leadership disappointed 
the Sierra Club by not releasing the bills. 
Thus, the pollution continues unabated.

The Sierra Club remains undaunted 
and will move forward aggressively with a 
campaign to raise public awareness about 
CAFO pollution and put ever-increasing 
pressure on the Legislature. 

Water, Water, Water!
In the last weeks of the 2005 legislative 
session, environmental groups worked 
hard to improve a package of water with-
drawal bills introduced by Sen. Patty Birk-
holz (R-Saugatuck). As originally drafted, 
the bills would have actually weakened 
existing protections against unwise water 
withdrawals from the Great Lakes, in-
land lakes and streams, and groundwater. 
Amendments added in committee, how-
ever, strengthened the bills so that the 
environmental community, including the 
Sierra Club, supported their moving out 
of the Senate and on to the House. 

There is still much to be done to 
strengthen the bills. Amendments will be 
sought in the House to require water con-
servation; prevent out-of-basin diversions 
of Great Lakes water; and protect water 
dependent resources on private property 
(such as ponds and wetlands) from being 
damaged by excessive water withdrawals. 
The greatlakesgreatmichigan.org website 
provides details on the progress of this col-
laborative campaign. 

Gayle Miller, the Michigan 
Chapter’s Conservation 
Program Coordinator, 
can be reached at 517-
484-2372 or gayle.miller@
sierraclub.org. 

The Next Big Thing:  
Clean, Sustainable Energy
In 2006 the Sierra Club will step up its 
efforts to push the legislature to establish 
clean, sustainable energy in Michigan. 
The state is already seriously talking about 
agricultural based energy technologies, 
including ethanol and biodiesel. The Si-
erra Club will be working hard to make 
sure that the state’s investments result in 
clean, sustainable energy solutions, and 
not “sound good, do nothing” corporate 
giveaways. Members can look forward to 
workshops and other events designed to 
increase our knowledge of clean energy 
issues and push for real solutions. 

Want Monthly Info 
On How You Can Help?

Subscribe to  
The Watchdog!
Updates Delivered  
to Your Inbox

T he Michigan Sierra Club Leg-
islative Program now publishes 

a monthly e-newsletter. This is our 
way to keep you informed about 
important legislative initiatives that 
affect the environment. Sierra Club 
members and citizen lobbyists receive 
short, educational articles as well as 
opportunities for action. 

To become a Citizen Watchdog, 
sign up for the Mackinac Action 
Network at http://mackinac.
sierraclubaction.org.

Mark Your Calendar

Play Your Part  
in the Democratic 
Process
Spring Lobby Day  
Scheduled for April 26

T he Sierra Club’s Spring Lobby 
Day will take place on April 26. 

Last fall over 100 citizen lobbyists 
descended upon the Capitol to talk 
to lawmakers about factory farms and 
water withdrawal legislation. Lobby 
Day is a great opportunity to learn 
from experienced citizen lobbyists 
while playing an important role in 
democracy. Join us this year and we 
guarantee that you’ll learn, have fun 
and feel great for having put your val-
ues to work for the environment.

For more information on any of 
the Sierra Club’s legislative programs, 
contact Gayle Miller at 517-484-2372 
or gayle.miller@sierraclub.org.
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EnviRUNment Schedule
•	 9:00 a.m.: Registration    
•	 10:00 a.m.: Walk    
•	 10:15 a.m.: Run
•	 Awards and picnic to follow

Location

Kensington Metro Park, East Boat Launch

Cost
•	 $18 before April 14 (t-shirt included)
•	 $25 after April 14 (t-shirt on first-come basis)

Park admission included. U.S. funds only. NO 
REFUNDS. Please do not send cash by mail.

Checks, payable to Sierra Club, must be received no 
later than April 10 at:

Sierra Club EnviRUNment 
100 N Crooks, Suite 105 
Clawson, MI 48017

More information
•	P acket pick-up on race day only
•	 www.sierraclub.org/community/oakland/run
•	P hone: 248-435-5277

E njoy an invigorating morning of running, walking, playing, 
and socializing with friends, families, and community mem-

bers at the 2nd Annual EnviRUNment! All proceeds go towards 
environmental education in Oakland County.

The run will begin at the East Boat Launch and will follow 
the bike path to the West Boat Launch where runners will turn 
back and end back at the East Boat Launch. The walk will follow 
the bike path in the opposite direction to a one-mile marker and 
then follow that path to return. 

We will also be participating in a cleanup effort to keep Kens-
ington looking beautiful! 

Thanks to our 2006 Sponsors!

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________ State:_______________________________ ZIP:_____________________

Phone:_ _____________________________ Date of birth:_ _______________________ Race day age:____________

Email:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Gender:  	 Male   	 Female		

T-shirt size:	S mall	 Medium	L arge	 X Large	

Run/Walk:	 4-Mile Run  	2 -Mile Walk   

	I  would like to help in the cleanup effort following the run event. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature (of guardian if under 18 years)

All participants will be required to sign a form the day of the event releasing the Sierra Club from liability.

Saturday, April 22, 2006

2nd Annual EnviRUNment
4-Mile Fun Run and 2-Mile Walk

•	Free kid relay
•	Entertainment 
•	Free picnic lunch
•	Awards and raffle prizes for finishers
•	Awesome t-shirt!

ONE FORM PER PERSON, PLEASE2nd Annual EnviRUNment registration form
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Clean&HealthyGreatLakes
Do You Know What You’re Diving Into?

Dangerous Bacteria Contaminate Michigan’s Water
Study Shows CAFO Water Permit Fails to Prevent Pollution

by Gayle Miller

Living A Nightmare: Animal Factories in Michigan

Hudson-Area CAFO Victims Tell Story in Sierra Club Film

J ohn and Peggy Zachel had lived on their family farm in 
Lenawee County for fifty years before 8,000 hogs moved in 

across the street.  The story of the Zachels and hundreds of rural 
residents whose lives have been changed by concentrated animal 
feeding operations (CAFOs) is told in “Living a Nightmare: 
Animal Factories in Michigan,”a video recently released by the 
Michigan Chapter of the Sierra Club.

Twelve animal factories in and around Hudson, Michigan, 
pollute water supplies, destroy rural economies and make people 
sick. “Living a Nightmare” provides Michigan’s first look at the 
real impact of CAFOs on the health and well-being of our state’s 
family farmers and their neighbors.  

We want to extend thanks to Future Media Corporation 
(FMC) of Okemos, Michigan, for their major contribution to 

the Sierra Club’s fight against polluting CAFOs. Future Media 
has won numerous awards for their world-class production of 
television, video and media products (futuremediafmc.com). 
President of Future Media Corporation Bob Bishop, along with 
his staff, delivered the powerful 22-minute documentary-style 
program, which will be used to educate the public and elected 
officials throughout Michigan.  “Many of us grew up in rural 
Michigan and would not stand for that kind of degrading treat-
ment of our neighbors—or of the watersheds,” says Bishop. 
“Lacking the power of law, I decided to make the video because 
it’s the right thing to do.” Gayle Miller, legislative director for the 
Michigan Chapter, produced the film.

If you have an audience that would benefit from viewing the 
video, please contact the Chapter office.

M ichigan’s water permit for concen-
trated animal feeding operations 

(CAFOs) is allowing dangerous levels of 
bacteria to contaminate Michigan’s lakes 
and streams. That is the conclusion of 
a Sierra Club analysis of early, raw data 
from a state-sponsored study to test the 
effectiveness of the permit. Despite strong 
evidence of a serious public health threat 
and violation of the law, four months after 
receiving the data the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) 
had taken no enforcement action against 
the CAFO studied and has yet to com-
plete its analysis.

“The early data support Sierra Club’s 
findings: Michigan CAFO permits let 
deadly waste contaminate the lakes and 
streams we swim in, fish in and use for 
drinking water,” said state director Anne 
Woiwode. “Unless the CAFO industry 
can prove they will operate in compliance 
with our water pollution laws, they need 
to be shut down and no new or expanded 

CAFOs should be built in Michigan.”
More than 90% of water samples col-

lected by MDEQ consultants from two 
streams around the Hartford Dairy CAFO 
during a 12-week period last summer ex-
ceeded Michigan’s standards for full body 
contact for E.coli bacteria. The worst 
samples were well above 1000 times the 
state standards. Sierra Club obtained the 
water sampling data through a Freedom 
of Information Act request after represen-
tatives for the Van Buren County CAFO 
publicly criticized the state over the study, 
claiming that no violations were found. A 
summary and analysis of the data is on the 
Michigan Chapter webpage.

The Hartford CAFO was issued an 
individual water quality permit in June 
2004, despite overwhelming opposition 
from local residents and environmental 
organizations. The MDEQ study is a 
“comprehensive water quality monitoring 
project to help evaluate the effectiveness” 
of water quality permits for CAFOs in 

Michigan. In addition to E.coli, the wa-
ter samples were tested for phosphorous, 
ammonia, nitrate/nitrites, and suspended 
solids, which Sierra Club did not analyze. 
The Hartford CAFO is the first of at least 
two CAFOs to be studied.
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Fall sunrise burns off the morning mist on a 
pond in Wexford County, MI.
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Sierra Club Challenge to CAFO Permit in Court February 15
Water Sentinel Lynn Henning Documents Pollution or Design Flaws  
in Over 100 Michigan Industrial Livestock Operations

Your Water, Your Responsibility

Last Year’s Water Work Continues
2006 Shaping Up To Be a Busy Year For Water Sentinels

by Rita Jack

W ater Sentinels believe it is our re-
sponsibility to watch our waters, 

to guard them from harm and to report 
pollution when we find it. This year more 
than ever we need you to volunteer your 
time and energy. 

A typical monitoring day begins early, 
when we meet to go over the day’s objec-
tives, review maps and discuss pressures 
facing the river. Experts provide you 
with training for the equipment and data 
forms, and then stream leaders are as-
signed for each site. When teams return, 

Water Sentinels Schedule for Spring 2006

River Activity Time

Pine River, Gratiot County Monitoring TBD, early May

Pine River, Gratiot County Trash Cleanup TBD, early June

Pinnebog River, Huron County Monitoring TBD, May

Menominee River, Menominee Co. (New!) Monitoring TBD, May

Salmon-Trout & Yellow Dog Rivers, & Cedar Creek, Marquette County Monitoring Monthly, starting in May

we discuss our findings and share pizza 
while we finish paperwork. We often wrap 
up the outing early to mid-afternoon. 

Being a Water Sentinel is fun and inter-
esting. We gather necessary information 
about the waters we’re watching. During 
2005 the Sentinel volunteers gathered 
stream health information and performed 
habitat assessments at 34 sites on six riv-
ers. They cleaned up dozens of sites at 
the first Pine River Trash Cleanup. In 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Sentinels 
tested water for dissolved oxygen, pH, 

P rotecting Michigan’s waters from industrial livestock waste 
takes a step forward on February 15. That’s when Sierra 

Club gets its day in court. 
Attorney Scott Jerger will argue that concentrated animal feed-

ing operations (CAFOs) asking for water permits in Michigan 
must disclose their plans to both state officials and the public 
before any permit is considered or approved. The Michigan De-
partment of Environmental Quality’s CAFO-permitting program 
violates the Clean Water Act by keeping critical information 

about design and function of proposed or existing CAFOs out of 
the public eye until a permit is issued. 

Michigan CAFO Water Sentinel Lynn Henning has docu-
mented pollution or design flaws from more than 100 of Mich-
igan’s industrial livestock operations, which adequate review and 
consideration of public input could have prevented. Also, a study 
of permit effectiveness at the Hartford Dairy CAFO (see facing 
page) supports Sierra Club’s claim. The case is in Judge Beverly 
Nettles-Nickerson’s court in Ingham County.

and measured specific conductivity. The 
Sierra Club’s CAFO Water Sentinel, Lynn 
Henning, investigated over 100 Michigan 
factory farms, and volunteers and staff col-
lected dozens of water samples to test for 
fecal bacteria and E. coli. The Michigan 
Chapter used that information to describe 
pollution patterns associated with factory 
farming in the report “Michigan’s Dirty 
Rural Secret” (see Chapter website). Part 
two of this report is in production now. 

Come join us!
You can find locations and tentative moni-
toring times below. Contact me, Rita Jack, 
if you want to help. Dates should be con-
firmed soon, and we’ll schedule workshops 
for monitoring bacteria. Visit the Chapter 
website for schedules and information. 
Remember, at the end of a Sentinel out-
ing, everyone gets a free t-shirt.
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GreatForests,NaturalHeritage

Toxic Fish and Unsafe Water?

Hunters and Anglers Protect Michigan’s Precious Places
First-Round Victory Achieved in Battle to Stop Mason Tract Drilling

Thanks to Those Doing Their Part in Protecting Michigan’s Environment

SC Members Attend Mining Rules Workshop, Hearings
Many Testify in Favor of Strengthening Proposed Rules

by Marvin Roberson

T he culmination of two years of work drafting a statute and 
rules to regulate nonferrous metallic minerals mining came 

in December with hearings on the proposed rules. Hundreds of 
Club members attended hearings in the Upper Peninsula and 
Lansing, with many testifying in favor of strengthening those 
rules over what had been proposed. The Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) adopted most of the chang-
es, which included stronger isolation of reactive materials from 
land and water, better analysis of complex interactions of toxic 
substances, and analysis of potential transportation impacts.

Prior to the hearings, the Sierra Club, along with the Michigan 
Environmental Council and the National Wildlife Federation, 
held workshops on the content of the proposed rules, as well 
as outlining the opportunities for public comment, and how 
to comment effectively. These workshops were funded by the 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation.

In Marquette, Grand Rapids and Ann Arbor, over 100 Club 

M ore than 1,000 people took action 
to fight the threat to the Au Sable 

River and the pristine Mason Tract dur-
ing last year’s Outdoorama. Sierra Club is 
happy to report that we’ve won the first 
round. The court battle is ongoing, how-
ever, and proposed oil and gas drilling on 
Huron Manistee National Forest lands is 
still a threat. 

Sierra Club will continue working with 
anglers and hunters to protect precious 
places in Michigan’s wild lands. “Clean 
Water and Safe Fish” is Sierra Club’s mes-
sage for thousands of hunters, anglers 
and outdoor enthusiasts attending this 
year’s 2006 Outdoorama. Volunteers will 
talk with these natural allies about our 
shared fight to protect the Great Lakes, 
streams and waters throughout Michigan. 
Airborne mercury, toxic discharges and 

industrial agriculture are just some of the 
threats we will cover. Our partnerships 
often begin with one-on-one conversa-
tions, and Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs’ Outdoorama affords us the oppor-
tunity to have those conversations.

Join us at Outdoorama 2006, 
February 22–26!
•	W ill be held at the new Rock 

Financial Showplace, 46100 
Grand River Avenue in Novi.

•	 Find details, including price 
of tickets, hours and the 
location of the Sierra Club 
booth at the Michigan 
Chapter website. 

•	 Find a place in your sched-
ule for February 24 at 4 p.m. 
Sierra Club leaders will pres-
ent a workshop about how 
partnerships with anglers 
are helping protect Michi-
gan’s natural heritage.

members attended these workshops. One of the attendees was 
Ann Arbor Mayor John Heiftje, who successfully requested the 
Ann Arbor City Council pass a resolution supporting our com-
ments on the rules.

The mining rules and statute are the strongest in the nation, in 
large part due to the fantastic turnout by Sierra Club members at 
the hearings and in written comments. That’s why we’re a mem-
bership, grassroots organization, and every person’s contribution 
counts. Without you, we wouldn’t have the strongest mining 
rules in the nation!

Visitors to Michigan’s 2005 Outdoorama 
learn how they can help protect the Au 
Sable River from oil and gas drilling.

The mining rules and statute are 
the strongest in the nation, in large 
part due to the fantastic turnout by 
Sierra Club members.



The Mackinac  •  February-April 2006          11

Burt Barnes, Environmental Hero, Retires
Pioneer in the study of Forested Systems Steps Down

by Marvin Roberson

Oil and Gas Drilling 
Thwarted, At least For Now

Judge Rejects 
Savoy Energy 
Company’s 
Argument
Anglers of the Au 
Sable, Tim Mason and 
Sierra Club Granted 
Preliminary Injunction

by Marvin Roberson

M arianne Dugan couldn’t recall 
a judge granting a preliminary 

injunction to protect a threatened 
wild place, without even a hearing. 
Until now. 

Dugan represents the Anglers of the 
Au Sable, the Sierra Club and Tim 
Mason in their lawsuit to block oil 
and gas drilling on National Forest 
land adjacent to the Mason Tract on 
the Au Sable River. 

Judge David Lawton rejected the 
Bush administration argument that 
the Savoy Energy Company would 
suffer economic harm if it could not 
move ahead immediately with clearing 
the site and building a road to it. In 
his opinion, Judge Lawton cited the 
conservationists’ experts Dr. Burton 
V. Barnes and Charles Guenther at 
length, noting that Dugan and her 
clients made a strong case that irrepa-
rable harm would occur if the pro-
posed site preparation proceeded. 

The case now proceeds to full brief-
ing. Arguments are expected later this 
year. 

F or the past 50 years Burton V. Barnes 
has been changing the way science 

has studied forests. He has also inspired 
thousands of students, many of whom 
have gone on to distinguished careers in 
academia, nonprofits, and private prac-
tice. Last year the Sierra Club Mackinac 
Chapter named an award after him, the 
Burton V. Barnes Award for Excellence in 
Academia.

Dr. Barnes began his undergraduate 
career at the University of Michigan in 
1948 and received his PhD in Forest 
Ecology from the school in 1959. During 
postdoctoral studies in Germany he began 
his thinking about what an ecosystem is. 
Dr. Barnes was one of the primary indi-
viduals who recognized the connection 
between the living and nonliving portions 
of ecosystems, developing an innovative 
ecosystem-mapping program. He has 
published over 75 papers that move these 
ideas forward, as well as Forest Ecology, a 
widely used college textbook, and  Michi-
gan Trees (with Herb Wagner), the defini-
tive Michigan tree identification book.

When asked to comment about his 

career, Dr. Barnes had the following to 
say. “My career in field teaching and re-
search in forest ecology has been and is 
incredibly exciting and rewarding. I was 
fortunate early on, while studying forestry 
in Germany, to discover landscape eco-
systems as living segments of Earth space 
and a simple idea, the ecocentric concept. 
Finding ways to illustrate, explain and 
demonstrate this ecosystem approach for 
conservation and management has shaped 
my teaching, research and writing—even 
what I had to unlearn.” 

Barnes says that above all he’s “learned 
the most from Michigan students—un-
dergrads and grads, women and men—
who were ready to learn and to share; 
physically and mentally prepared for rig-
orous, rain-or-shine labs; and ready to ask 
questions and speak their minds.”

Dr. Barnes has done more than anyone 
else to further our understanding of how 
forested systems work and to educate 
thousands in that same understanding. 
He retires this year after an outstanding 
50-year career. Dr. Burton V. Barnes, we 
salute and thank you.

For more information,  
contact Marvin 
Roberson at  
marvin.roberson@
sierraclub.org.
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Fog forms as the last snow of the year melts in Wexford County, MI.
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MembersInAction
Sierra Student Coaltion  
Protects the Planet
If You’re a High School  
or College Student, Join Now!

by Melissa Damaschke

T he Sierra Student Coalition is the 
most powerful student-led environ-

mental group in the country. A student-
run arm of the Sierra Club, the coalition is 
a network of high school and college stu-
dents from around America dedicated to 
protecting the planet at the local, regional, 
national, and even international levels.

So how do you start a Sierra Student 
Coalition in your school? The first thing 
to do is check out your state’s SSC web-
page (ssc.org). Then you should encourage 
your friends to join. Finally, drop me an 
email or give me a call. It’s that easy.

What Can You Focus On?
•	 Re-energize America (incorporate 

renewable energies on your campus)
•	 Encourage Victoria’s Secret and 

others to use recycled paper for  
their catalogues

•	 Convince your local coffee shop  
to buy fair trade coffee

•	 Start a recycling program
•	 Incorporate organic food into  

your cafeteria entrees
•	 Convince your school to stop  

using pesticides

Besides Saving the Planet,  
What Do You Get to Do?

•	 Host Movie Nights (Wal-Mart: The 
High Cost of Low Price, Affluenza, 
Fern Gully, A Civil Action, etc.)

•	 Discuss issues at organized Coffee 
Nights (such as “Add some justice  
to your cup: Let’s talk about fair 
trade coffee”)

•	 Show off a hybrid vehicle (you  
could title this event “Saving the 
World from Under the Hood”)

•	 Participate in nationwide days of 
action: Fossil Fool’s Day (April 1), 
Earth Day (April 22), National 
Recycles Day (November 15),  
and so on.

•	 Host a Recycled Fashion Show
•	 Put together organic/vegetarian/

vegan potlucks or cooking 
demonstrations

•	 Table with Sierra Club materials
•	 Organize a campus beautification day
•	 Host recycling workshops for other 

clubs, fraternities, sororities, etc.

Welcome Your New Excom

Election Results

T he four newly elected or reelected At-Large members of 
the Michigan Chapter Executive Committee are Michael 

Sklar, Sue Kelly, Alfred M. Beeton and David Holtz. 
Dave Llewellyn, who has served as chapter vice chair this 

past year, is leaving the Michigan Sierra Club as he moves to 
Indiana. We will miss his humor and hard work and wish him 
well!

Sierra Student Coalition News
New Sierra Student Coalition Groups
Congratulations to Wayne State University, Roeper Upper 
School and DaVinche High School for starting Sierra Student 
Coalition Groups at their schools.

Crossroads Group Lends Support
Kudos to the Crossroads Group for awarding two $1,000 
grants to students at Hamburg Elementary and Hartland Con-
solidated Schools.

Students at Wayne State  University table to 
get more people involved at their “Student 
Organizational Fair.”

Contact Melissa 
Damaschke, Sierra Club 
Student/Conservation 
Organizer, at melissa.
damaschke@sierraclub.org 
or 248-435-5277.

What can you do? Start 
a recycling program.
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Your World, Your City, Your Home, Your Lawn, Your Health 

Campaigns Kick Off To Protect Michigan
Building Environmental Communities ready for 2006

by Leigh Fifelski

Leigh Fifelski is Community 
Organizer for the  
Building Environmental 
Communities Program in 
Oakland County. She can 
be reached at leigh.fifelski@
sierraclub.org.

T he Oakland County Building En-
vironmental Communities (BEC) 

team will focus on two separate campaigns 
in 2006. Both will create safe and healthy 
communities as well as save you money.

Healthy Lawns
In the central eastern portion of Oakland 
County, activists continue their work to 
build communities that take an active role 
in protecting the Great Lakes. They do 
this by using only phosphorus-free fertil-
izers and no pesticides on their lawns. Not 
only does this help protect Michigan’s 
lakes and streams, as well as the Great 
Lakes, but it also saves consumers money. 
Activists also approach their condomin-
ium and homeowner’s associations and 
encourage them to create a rule banning 
the use of phosphorus-containing fertil-
izers. The BEC team continues to work 
with local mayors who have already signed 
onto the Great Lakes Cities Initiative.

Re-Energizing Michigan Cities
In Southeast Oakland County, volunteers 
have started spreading the word about lo-
cal leaders around the nation who’ve taken 
innovative actions to reduce global warm-
ing emissions. These leaders are helping 
reduce taxpayer spending as well as im-
proving the overall health of their commu-
nity. BEC activists also encourage fellow 
community members to help re-energize 
their city. What is a re-energized city? One 
working toward reducing its global warm-
ing carbon dioxide pollution to 7 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2012. To be listed as 

one of these re-energized cities, the mayor 
must sign the U.S. Mayors Climate Pro-
tection Agreement and then take steps to 
meet the reduction by 2012. 

To learn more, please contact Leigh 
or Melissa at 248-435-5722. You can 
also learn more about BEC events at 
sierraclub.org/community/oakland.
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SierraClub’sMichiganLegacy

First Great Lakes & Great Forests Donors
Kalamazoo Couple Pledges $45,000

by Gayle Miller

Have you Read This Issue of The Mackinac? you care, don’t you?

Join Sierra Club’s Michigan Legacy Council
Do It Today!

S ierra Club’s priorities focus on the legacy that every Michi-
gan child should inherit—water you can drink, air you can 

breathe, lakes safe for swimming, and communities free from 
poisonous waste; active participation in a democracy that ensures 
our elected officials fairly represent their voters, not special in-
terests; and wild places that provide clean rivers, wildlife habitat, 
and opportunities to fish, hunt, hike, and learn about the natural 
world. 

This is the legacy that you are invited to invest in, to celebrate, 
as part of Sierra Club’s Michigan Legacy Council. This year we 
plan to spend more than $500,000 in Michigan. With your help, 
Sierra Club can keep our Great Lakes healthy, strengthen citizen 
involvement in democracy and protect Michigan’s wild heritage.

You can join Sierra Club’s Michigan Legacy Council with 
an annual gift (or multiple gifts throughout the year) at one of 
these levels: 

•	 Fens & Saplings $500-999 
•	 Streams & White Pines $1,000-2,499
•	 Rivers & Groves $2,500-4,999
•	 Great Lakes & Great Forests $5,000+ 

Your membership in our Michigan Legacy Council will grow 
and sustain Sierra Club’s strength. You will help prepare Michi-
gan for critical elections in 2006 and 2008 and for our Michi-
gan Chapter’s 40th Anniversary Celebration in 2007. Please in-
vest in our shared legacy today, for our families and our future.

2005 Gifts in Honor of. . .
•	C arol & James Deigton,  

from Jacob Driker
•	K athleen Kelley,  

from Jason Lindauer
•	 Max Louks,  

from Darrell Louks
•	 James H. Sage,  

from Janet E. Sage

Earth Share of Michigan 
Special thanks to these 2005 
supporters who designated 
a specific gift to Sierra Club’s 
Michigan Chapter through 
Earth Share of Michigan, a 
workplace giving program: 
•	L aurie Barnhart
•	L isa Clark
•	 John Donati
•	C harles MacCluer
•	 Janet Mocadlo
•	 Mark Mozola
•	 Julie Parthum
•	W illiam Pierce
•	 John Scudder
•	S ally & Deward Walker

T he Sierra Club kicked off the new 
year with great news. Your Chap-

ter received a major financial gift from 
a Kalamazoo couple with strong ties to 
Michigan’s natural areas and environment. 
Their $45,000 contribution (pledged over 
three years) will allow the Sierra Club 
to continue critical efforts such as stop-
ping pollution from concentrated animal 
feeding operations, increasing citizen 
engagement in democracy, and protect-
ing Michigan’s natural heritage for future 
generations.

The donors, who wish to remain 
anonymous, found that the Sierra Club 
ranked at the top of Charity Navigator 
(charitynavigator.org). Sierra Club’s high 
score indicates that the Club is both effec-
tive and lean, putting the vast majority of 
financial gifts directly towards achieving 
its conservation goals. 

Longtime residents of Michigan, the 
donors are deeply and personally con-
nected to environmental protection, both 

in relation to their own interests and to 
those of their children and grandchil-
dren. In addition to their Sierra Club 
support, the donors are committed to 
environmental education programs for 
children. “The exposure of children to 
nature is critical,” they told us. “Kids 
don’t learn to love the environment by 
sitting in front of a TV or computer.”

Their generous gift makes these Ka-
lamazoo donors our first members at 
the “Great Lakes & Great Forests” level 
of Sierra Club’s new Michigan Legacy 
Council. We hope their generosity and 
commitment to Michigan’s future is an 
inspiration to you all.  

We hope their generos-
ity and commitment to 
Michigan’s future is an 
inspiration to you all.
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$49 and under 
Anonymous Donors 
Barbara Abela
Dr. Joel Ager, Jr.
Elaine Alexander
Charles & Carol Allen
Heidi Allen
Martha Alston
David Anderson
Erin Anderson
Hugh Anderson
Maria Anderson
Marvin & Karen 

Anderson
Robert Anderson
Wendell Anderson
Dennis Arvanitis
Dianne Baker-Hale
Leon Bakke
Joyce Bartels
Shirley Batchelder
Bruce Bates
Patrick Bauer
T. Beauvais
Jim Beaver
Margaret Beck
Alan Beckwith
Donald Bedard
J. Bedolla
Terry Bertolino
Tim Bertsos
Marjorie Best
Christine Biederman
George Bird
Elizabeth Bishop
Bill Black
Donald Blades
Marilyn Blomfield
Wanda Bloomquist
Phyllis Boal
David Bolig
Lesley Bookout
William Boonstra
Paul Borucki
William Bradford
Paul Brandenburg
Joanne Braund
Pauline Brockington
Leslie Brown
Lorna Brown
Nancy Brucken
Andrew Brumm
J. Brundage
Stanley Brunette

The Michigan Chapter’s 2005 Supporters
Thank You For Your Generosity

T he Michigan Chapter gratefully acknowledges the individuals that partnered with 
us in 2005 to make our work possible:

Elaine Bryant
Janet Bryant
Jennifer Burke
Jennifer Burke
Don Burton, II
Sharon Butler
William Callahan
B. Cameron
Joseph Casey
Mary Caspers
Sara Cassel
J. Charbonneau
Donald Charters
Candice Chatfield
Carol & Fredrick 

Chidester
Deborah Cimock
Betty & Bob Clason
Suzan Cobertt
Ruth Cole
Michael Connolly
Ada Beth &  

George Cook
Robert Copeland
Jacqueline Costa
David Cowan
Bonnie Cowles
Bill Crafton
Paula Tobocman 

Creed
David Cywinski
Barbara & Kenneth 

Dahlberg
Elaine Danas
Richard Daniels
Christine Danner
Linda Darga
Cameron Dasch
Doug Davies
Leslie Davis
Bernadette De Hut
John Deikis
Gary Dekock
Clair Demull
Bonita Di Gennaro
Melvin Dickerson
Victoria & Harold 

Dickieson
Gloria Downing
Lulu Downing
Norma Drew
Joseph Droste
George Duncan
Patricia Dupont

Judith &  
Jerome Duran

Brian Edwards
David Eggerding
Nancy Emblom
Jeremy Emmi
Dave Estrada
John Faccio
Dodi Felger
Sherry Fent
Darlene Field
Richard Filipiak
Fred Fink
Nancy & Burton Fink
Keith Fischer
Lannie Fisher
L. Flake
Charlotte Foote
Dr. & Mrs. Ken Fox
Ruth & Stephen Fox
Lee Franklin
William Frey
Candace Friedman
Stan Gagacki
James Gajewski
Alicia Galka
Albert Gaylor
William Gibson
Mr. & Mrs.  

Robert Gilbert
Joellen Gilchrist
Anita Gilleo
Dr. Gerald Glencer
Debra Goldman
Kenneth Gollbach
Linda Goodman
Suzanne Goodrich
Barb & Mitch 

Goodsitt
Peter Goulding
Stephanie &  

David Greer
Frank Gudan
Bruce Gulliver
Robert Guston
Mary Hagel
Laura Hager
Alice Hagerman
Ed Hagopian
Steve Hakola

Kay & Robert 
Hammond

Art Hanson
Carolyn &  

Scott Hanson
Sue Hanson
Dorthy Harpham
Shirley Harrison
Philip Hart
Karl Hartwig
Sandra Haslam
Haven Hauser
Linda Hayes
Mr. & Mrs.  

L. Hegstrand
Cindy Heister
William Henne
Jill & Richard Henry
Janyth Hess
Dr. Ruth Heyn
Virginia Hieber
Amanda Hightree
Julie Hintz
Denise Hoeksema
June & Leland 

Holmes
Roger Hopkins
Rose Hopkins
Isabelle &  

William Horn
Rosethel Howe
Judith Hudson
Mark Hughes
Trudi Huizenga
Aaron Hula
Franklin Hull
Judy Ignash
Holly Ingram
Karen & Paul 

Izenberg
James Jackson
Lee Jackson
Kenneth Jados
Ronald James
Kris Johanson
Paul Johnson
Julie Johnston
Matt Johnstone
Steven Jonas
Judith Ungvary & 

Margaret Jones
Jane Joyaux
James Jurewicz
David Justin

Brian Kaczmarek
Margaret Kaminski
Jacqueline & Gil 

Kanat
Aloysius Kanka
Patricia Kann
Gaylord Kast
Tom Keegan
William Kelly
Pamela & James Key
Michelle King
Lee Ann &  

Arlie Kinnee
Jacquline Kinsman
Debra Kish
Leah Knapp
Peter Koda
Lois Koltunowicz
Sophia Koziatek
Mrs. Kenneth Kraft
Gloria Kroes
Robert Kruch
Barbara &  

Max Krumrey
Kay & Stanley Kujawa
Heidi Kumao
Gayle Kusch
Linnea &  

Richard Kuszmar
Barbara & Gary 

Laajala
Brooks Lamb-Budny
Gayle Larson
Deborah Laurich
Edward Lean
Gerald Lee
Harold Leeman
Karen &  

William Leichner
Rolande Lemieux
R. Lewandowski
Arnold Lipson
Paul Matthew Locher
Daniel Logsdon
Julie & David Ludwig
Eleanor Luecke
Donald Lunsford
Irma Majer
Leslie Malcolmson
Timothy Maloney
Ann Mandelbaum-

Mann
Chuck Marshall
Roger Marshall
Sarah Martens
Philip Mason
Virginia Maturen
Linda Mc Pherson
Andria Mcbride
Kathleen 

McClanaghan
Kristin Mcdonough
Anne Mcgibbon

Timothy Mckay
Elizabeth Mclernon
Lila McMechan
Tom Mead
Joan & Gary Melvin
John Merewether
Lucy Merritt
Jean Meske
Elizabeth Meyers
Leonard Michaels
Susanna Michaels
Mr. & Mrs.  

Charles Millar
Elaine Miller
Beverly & Edward 

Mills
Carol Milner
Carmella Mingucci
Michelle Mirasola
Patricia Mogk
Sharon Monod
Candace &  

Mike Monroe
Irene & Franklin 

Montry
Esther Morss
Alicia & David 

Morton
Janette Mraz
Kristen Mueller
Sue Murphy
Joyce Nesbitt
Shaun Nethercott
Thom Neveu
Sue Nicholson
Susan Nieman
Greg Noah
Dr. Sandra Nordmark
William Norris
Brone Ogilvis
Barbara O’Kelly
Claire O’Leary
Carol Opria
Norma & James Orgill
Thelma Ormsbee
Rebecca Owsley
Connie Page
James Palmer
Patricia Parsekian
Mary Ann Parsons
Lisa Pasciak
Kathy Paulson
Phyllis & Harold 

Penny
Anita Phillips
Irene Piccone
Anthony Pierefelice
Lorna Pierre
John Plummer
Burt Poland
Roger Post
Thomas Post
Don Prediger
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Joyce Preston
Martha Price
Sallee Prieto
Linda Prostko
Shirley Pyle
Sarah & John Quin
Darlene Racz
Alexis Ray
Brian Redmond
Susan Reithel
Dr. Maurice Reizen
Simon Ren
Julie Renner
Roberta Renstrom
David Richards
Denise Rickey
Mary Ricks
Jacquelin Riley
Constance Riopelle
William Rittenberg
Marvin Roberson, Jr.
Dr. David Roberts
A. Rogers
Sam Rosewig
E. Rumbaugh
James Ryan
John Schmidt
Jack Schulman
Roger Schultz
Dr. Caroline Scott
Richard Serwatka
Mary Sexton
Diane Sherman
Barbara Sherwood
Susan Shink
Ronald Shortz
James Siegel
Harold Simonton
Julie Simonton
Georgia &  

Robert Simpson
Betty Singer
Robert Skoff
Virginia Slaight
Stephan Slavik
April Smith
Betty Smith
Lisa Smith
Mark &  

Kathleen Smith
Mrs. Robert Smith
Andrew Smydra
Karel Solc
Hilda Sonenklar
Harvey Sparks
Antoinette &  

Ken Spears
Kathie & Larry 

Spitzley
Jean-Ann Springer
Hans Stahl
Gary Staniszewski
M. Stewart

Robert Stewart
Jim Stone
Roger Stuart
Robert Sweeten
Fred Swinehart
Larry Swinkey
Anne Symington
Larry Syndergaard
Deanna Tachna
Glenn Taylor
James Theisen
Doris Thiede
Diane Thoen
Tracy Thompson
Kathleen Thomson
Don Tinson
Jean Treadway
Lewis Tripp
Livia Turgeon
Judith Ungvary
Peter Unick
Carl Van Aartsen
Virginia Vanden 

Broek
Mark Vanderhill
Jessica Vandyke
Betty Vargo
Janet Vezner
Yolanda Visser
Richard Vogt
Ursula Voigt
Jane Vomsteeg
Norma Wade
Ruth Wade
Annamary Waldon
Pauline Walker
Jack Wallace
Harry Walters
Mary & Tom 

Walworth
Michael Washenko
Mary Ellen &  

James Weeks
N. Weiss
Marianna Wells
Carolyn Wemple
Curt Whitcomb
Julia White
M. Wilhelm
Debra Wolf
Ann Wondero
Mark Woodbury
Susan Wright
Barbara Wygart
Hugh Wygmans
Jeffery Yaroch
Margaret DePriest  

& George Yurek
Jon Zalewski
Charles Zampich
Robert Zbiciak
William Zick
Rick Ziegler

Howard Zimmerman
Raymond 

Zimmerman

$50-$99 
Anonymous Donors 
Karen &  

Robert Agacinski
Kathryn Alguire
Heather &  

Michael Allen
Dean Armstrong
Eugene &  

Charlene Axelrod
Daniel Bach, Jr.
Jeffrey Baker
Paula Bakker-Arkema
Gail Barber
Colleen Barkham
Mr. & Mrs.  

Bob Barnhart
Melvin Batch
Linda Bayliss
Peggy Behrendt
Janel Belding
James Bizer
Cathy Blake
Rosemary &  

John Blase
Norma Boersma
Pamela & Bill 

Borquez
Kenneth Boyer
Kevin & Theresa 

Breen
Ellen Briggs
Judith Brightrall
Ruthan &  

Bernard Brodsky
Mike Broughman
Patricia Brown
George Brueck
Helga Bryant
Gerald Buchanan
Margaret &  

Kim Buckley
Roseellen Burkart
William Burmeister
John Bush
John Caldwell
Christine Callahan
John Carney
Susan Carpenter
Chris Chadderdon
Eva Chastain
Mary Christian
Anne Cleaver
Faye Clifton
Robert Collins
William Collins
John Collis

Margaret Comfort
Kathy Comstock
Mr. & Mrs.  

Arthur Cone
Robert Cooley
Patricia &  

Bernard Cooney
Alison Cooper
Emily & Rudy Cooper
John Covert
Walter Cox
Dale Crandall
Pamela Crawford
Georgia Curry
Richard Curtis
Gary Cynowa
Gail & Daniel 

Dall’Olmo
Glenn Davis
Eileen DeBurton
James Doane
Charles Donaldson
Diane &  

Roland Drayson
Tracie &  

Martin Draznin
Cindy & Wayne Drier
Jim Dulzo
Vicky Eaves
Joyce Elzinga
Joan Emerick
John Engelgau
Valerie & Ira Engeltjes
Peter Every
Kathy Falconello
Daniel Farough
Robert Ferguson
Betsy Foote
S. Forman
Sara Forsdyke
Lenore Forsythe
Alexandria Fricano
Kathryn Galazin
Jennifer &  

Timothy Gatz
Sarah & Joe Gatzek
Jacqueline Gauvin
Jesse Goodwin
William Graham
David Greenbaum
Helen Gregory
Marilyn Grosteffon
Laurel Grotzinger
Richard Grzeskowiak
George Haberer
Margaret &  

Richard Hagelberg
H. Haines
Ernest Hall
Joan Hall
Frances & Roland 

Hamburg
Jacqueline Hand

Keith Hanna
James Harlin
Mary Harmon
Paul Hartlieb
Margaret Hasler
Gail Haynes
Ruth & Edward 

Heinig
Rankin Henry
Freda Herseth
Joseph Hess
Richard Hevelhorst
Christina Hodges
Ann Holmes
Dria Howlett
Chad Hughson
Marilyn &  

Theodore Hysen
Julie Hyzy
Ken Jacobsen, Jr.
Phyllis Jansma
Mark Johnson
Peggy Johnson
C. Johnston
Pamela Johnston
John Jones
Anthony Joseph
J. Judd
Mary Junttonen
James Kampmann
Rudolph Kapichak
Stan Kaplowitz
Steven Kauffman
Pat Kirschner
Margaret Kite
Donna Kleiner
Debra & Randy 

Knapp
Anne & John Knott
Steven Kopitz
Kathleen &  

James Kortge
Cindy Krupp
Bert Kruse
Robert Kyes
Frank Lahr
Jeannine Laprad
Catherine Legalley
Sherry Letavis
Philip Lett
Michelle Leveque
Mary Linck
L. & M. Lockhart
Mike Long
Jayne Mann
Phyllis Martens
Frederick Marzke
Alice &  

Chalmer Mastin
J. Matle
Marjorie May
Lesley Mayer
David Mc Elroy

James Mc Intosh
Sheri & John  

McLelland
Ann Mcbride
Connie Mccausland
Gordon McCoy
Ian Mcdowell
M Mcfarlane
Nancy &  

Stephen McKown
M. Jean McManus
Catherine & Nelson 

Meade
Katherine Melmoth
Douglas Krieger & 

Gayle Miller
Jack Minore
Jean & Allen Moberly
Elaine Mogerman
Cecil Moix
John Monnier
Dan Morrill
Shirlee & Frank 

Musick
Kent Newman
Nick Newman
Ritchey Newman
Joan Nnewbherry
Lynn & Frank 

Ochberg
Donna Parr
Marilyn &  

Gary Pearson
David Pennes, MD
George Piner
D. Platte
Edward Poindexter
Ralph Powell
Eugene Radtke
Brynn Raupagh
John Rebers
J. Reinhardt
Herbert Rice
Thomas Ridgway
Margaret Roberts
Richard Robinson
Cheryl Rogers
Lee Rome
Joan & Robert Rose
Edna Roush
Victor Rust
Grant Ruttinger
Joan & Habib Salehi
Jessie Mae 

Sanderson
Orlando Sarnelle
Mildred &  

James Saylor
Mason Schafer
Barbara Schlaud
F. Schneiderman
Peter Schroeder
Howard Schultz

SierraClub’sMichiganLegacy
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Elizabeth & Harry 
Schwarzweller

Kathleen Schwegel
William Secrest
Barb & Steve Selinger
Jeanne Servis
Cynthia Sevilla
Marty Shaw
David Shepherd
Daniel Simkin
Lou Sist
Robert Skabic
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Smith
Sandra Smith
Richard Soble
Michael Spitz
Kerry Sprigg
Karen &  

Donald Stearns
Richard Stock
Richard Strader
Kathryn Straith
Elizabeth Strassmann
Dr. & Mrs. Scott 

Street
Susan Sturrus
Christin & Eugene Su
Suzanne Tainter
Terry Taylor
Charles Tazzia
Marlen Thomas
Carrie Thorn
Geraldine & Robert 

Torp-Smith
Barbara &  

Gerald Toshalis
Marana Tost
Marsha Traxler
Herm Triezenberg
Ann Usakowski
Marc Vadnais
Aldo Vagnozzi
Frans Van Liere
David Van Vliet
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GroupInfo,Meetings&Outings
Outings, political and conservation activities 

and general meetings are hosted regularly 

by groups throughout the state. There are nu-

merous ways to get involved in your local group. 

Meetings are open to the public and everyone is 

welcome. If you live in an area that does not have 

a local group and you would like to start one, 

please call 517-484-2372 for more information.

In the Outings listings below, [E] = educational 

content, [C] = conservation focus, [T] = trail main-

tenance, [S] = service. Trips begin at the trail-

head. Fees are a suggested donation. Outings are 

open to everyone. All participants on Sierra Club 

outings are required to sign a standard liability 

waiver. If you would like to read the liability waiv-

er before you choose to participate in an outing, 

please visit www.sierraclub.org/outings/chap-

ter/forms, or contact the Outings Department at 

415-977-5528 for a printed version.

Up-to-the-minute outings and activities may 

be found on group websites or on the Mackinac 

Chapter website at michigan.sierraclub.org.

CMG: Central 	
Michigan Group 
Clinton, Eaton, Hillsdale, Ingham, Ionia,  

Jackson & Shiawassee Counties

Group Chair: Ann Marie Rachman,  

517-336-7871 or annmarie.rachman@michigan.

sierraclub.org.

General Meetings: 3rd Mon each month, 

East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbott Rd. East 

Lansing, MI. 5:30pm supper (small donation 

requested), 6:15 meeting.

Conservation committee: Maria 

Lapinski-Lafaive, 517-374-4444 or mlapinsk@

wmich.edu.

HELP WANTED: Webmaster, publicity, outings 

leaders, information/merchandise tables. Pete 

Pasterz, 517-676-3339 or pasterz@msu.edu.

Outings: Jerry Schuur, 517-351-7796.

CUPG: Central Upper 	
Peninsula Group 
Alger, Baraga, Delta, Dickinson, Gogebic, 

Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw, Marquette,  

Menominee & Ontonagon Counties

Group Chair: John Rebers, jrebers@nmu.edu 

or 906-228-3617.

General & excom Meetings: 7pm, Peter 

White Library Community Room, 217 N. Front 

Street, Marquette.

2/22 Trekking in Tibet. Bill Thompson of Down-

wind Sports will present a slide show of his 

recent visit to Tibet, mountaineering in the Hima-

layas & visits to Tibetan communities.

3/29 The Recovery & Management of Wolves 

in Michigan. Dean Beyers, PhD, Michigan DNR. 

A brief history of wolves in Michigan, chronicling 

the species recovery in the Upper Peninsula, & 

discussing the process being used to update the 

state’s wolf management plan.

4/26 Waterfalls & Other Scenic Wonders of the 

Upper Peninsula. Sierra Club member Wayne 

Premo will share his photographs of the Upper 

Peninsula, concentrating on the Yellow Dog River 

& Salmon-Trout watersheds. 

HELP WANTED: webmaster, newsletter, Little 

Presque Isle Cleanup, publicity. John Rebers, 

jrebers@nmu.edu.

Outings: Michael Neiger, mneiger@hotmail.

com. Join us for a Little Presque Isle cleanup or 

one of our other outings.

2/18 Echo Lake Ski. 10am. Backcountry ski trip to 

Echo Lake. Meet at junction of old 550 & new 550. 

Ski two-tracks, beaver ponds & knobs. Pack lunch. 

Touring or backcountry ski gear recommended. 

Will Hamilton, 906-259-4484 or wilhamilton@

excite.com.

2/18-26 19th Annual Canadian Snowshoe Ex-

pedition. West-to-east traverse of Lake Superior 

Provincial Park. Long-range, extremely remote 

snowshoe trek pulling 100lb cargo sledges. Un-

supported, no resupply. Suitable for the hardcore 

expeditioner in peak physical condition who 

is accustomed to 6ft of snow & -50˚ standing 

temps. More at http://therucksack.tripod.com. 

Michael Neiger mneiger@hotmail.com. 

3/5-11 Winter Camping & Caving. West-to-east 

traverse of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, 

Miners Basin to Beaver Basin. Long-range, remote 

snowshoe trek pulling 100lb cargo sledges. 

Suitable for the hardcore winter camper in peak 

physical condition who is accustomed to 4ft of 

snow, -20˚ standing temps, & exposure to high 

winds. More at http://therucksack.tripod.com. 

Michael Neiger, mneiger@hotmail.com. 

3/18 McCormick Tract Backcountry Ski. 10am. 

Meet at south entrance of McCormick tract on 

Peshekee Grade Rd (Rte 607). Touring/backcoun-

try ski gear recommended. Will Hamilton, 906-

259-4484 or wilhamilton@excite.com.

4/7-10 Backpacking: Pigeon River Country State 

Forest, Vanderbilt. Cross-country hike for very 

fit, equipped, intermediate level, foul weather, 

on/off-trail trekker. More at http://therucksack.

tripod.com. Michael Neiger, mneiger@hotmail.

com.

5/5-8 Backpacking: Hiawatha National For-

est, Eastern U.P. Cross-country hike for very fit, 

equipped, intermediate level, foul weather, on/

off-trail trekker. More at http://therucksack.tri-

pod.com. Michael Neiger, mneiger@hotmail.com. 

5/14-20 Women’s Northwoods Service Week. 

Plant native shrubs, prepare remote camp sites 

for summer, remove alien invasives from native 

forest ecosystems. Indoor beds, showers, kitchen 

& dining hall. Work 4 days, then explore area 

hiking trails, rivers & waterfalls. Limit 8. $165. For 

application: Sherry Zoars, 906-358-1110 or the-

zoars@excite.com; Kate Cunningham, 502-339-

1381 or kate.cunningham@juno.com. Include 

contact info & where you read about the trip.

5/26-6/4 20th Annual Canadian Backpacking 

& Canyoneering Expedition: Agawa Canyon, 

Algoma District, Ontario. Off-trail expedition. 

Multiple swift-water, deep-water river cross-

ings; recon for Agawa Canyon overlook; recon 

of seldom visited Dugout Creek Canyon & Falls; 

Kwagama Mountain bivouac; Wizzard Creek 

Mountain; recon of seldom visited 11-mile Creek 

Canyon, Falls & extremely remote side canyons; 

Shannon Creek Falls; Raindrop Falls; horrendous 

bugs; moose, wolves, bear, loons, & brook trout; 

& ACR bush train ride. Extremely strenuous & 

remote, long range expedition suitable for fully 

equipped, expert, foul weather, off-trail expedi-

tioner who in peak physical condition. More at 

http://therucksack.tripod.com. Michael Neiger, 

mneiger@hotmail.com. 

CG: Crossroads Group
Livingston, southern Genesee  

& western Oakland Counties

Web: michigan.sierraclub.org/xroads

Chair: Rick Pearsall, 810-227-6298 or rick.

pearsall@michigan.sierraclub.org.

General meetings: 7pm on 3rd Wed, odd 

number months. Brighton Library, 200 Orndorff 

Drive. 

1/18 Hunting, Fishing & the Environment.

2/15 Making Maple Syrup.
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3/15 Get Your Yard Ready for Spring. Gretchen 

Voyle presenting.

5/17 Animal Magic. Mark Rosenthal at Hamburg 

Elementary.

9/TBA Live animals show. 

HELP WANTED: Conservation chair, outings 

leaders. Rick Pearsall, 810-227-6298 or rick.pears-

all@michigan.sierraclub.org.

Outings: Cheryl McConnell, 517-552-1464 or 

cheryl.mcconnell@michigan.sierraclub.org.

2/12 Winter Paddle. Paddle the Huron River just 

downstream from Kent Lake to Paceway Picnic 

Area. Dress for weather, bring extras in water-

proof bag. Meet at Kent Lake Beach parking lot, 

Island Lake State Rec Area. Reserve rentals in 

advance: Heavner Canoe Rental, 248-685-2379. 

Picnic after, nonpaddlers welcome. Ron Smith, 

734-878-3689.

HVG: Huron Valley Group
Lenawee, Monroe & Washtenaw Counties

Web: michigan.sierraclub.org/huron

HVG Hotline: 734-480-7751

Co-Chairs: Doug Cowherd, dmcowherd3@

comcast.net; Mike Sklar, mssklar@comcast.net.

General Meetings: 3rd Tue each month, 

7:30pm. U-M Matthaei Botanical Gardens, 1800 N 

Dixboro Rd, Ann Arbor. Free & open to public.

2/21 Michigan’s Dirty Rural Secret: How Fac-

tory Farms are Polluting our Air & Water. Gayle 

Miller, Sierra Club, presenting. 

3/21 Aliens Among Us: Invasive Species & the 

Future of the Great Lakes. John Gannon, Inter-

national Joint Commission, presenting.

4/18 TBA 

Conservation Committee: Nancy Shif-

fler, 734-971-1157; Bill Rodgers, 734-769-0163.

Book Club: 2nd Tue each month, 7:30pm. 

Nicola’s Books, Westgate Shopping Center, Ann 

Arbor. Read book about nature/environment & 

discuss in small group. David Brooks, dhbrooks@

umich.edu.

Inner City Outings: 7pm, 2nd Sun each 

month. Room 320, Halle Library, EMU campus. In-

ner City Outings introduces urban Washtenaw Co 

children to outdoor/environmental experiences 

that might not otherwise be available to them. 

Chaperones, sponsors, planners & contributors 

KVG: Kalamazoo Valley Group
Allegan, Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, 

Kalamazoo, St. Joseph & Van Buren Counties

Chair: Paul Haas, 269-664-5417 or  

paulhs@aol.com.

General Meetings: 7pm monthly 3rd Wed 

except May. Kalamazoo Public Library, Oshtemo 

Branch, 7265 W Main. Verne Mills, 269-344-4279 

(eve), 269-488-4268 (days) or vmills@kvcc.edu.

Outings: Verne Mills,  269-344-4279 or vmills@

kvcc.edu.

NG: Nepessing Group 
Genesee, Lapeer & northern Oakland Counties

Web: michigan.sierraclub.org/nepessing

Chair: Linda Berker, 810-653-8242.

General Meetings: 2nd Wed each month 

(except Jul & Dec). Mott Community College, 

Genesee room, Prahl Center (New Student Build-

ing), E Court St, Flint, Michigan. 7pm committee 

reports, followed by environmentally themed 

program. Light snacks provided. Public always 

welcome! 

Outings: Dave Mansfield, 810-658-0406 or 

mansfieldd@chartermi.net. Please check our 

website for outings listings.

SEMG: Southeast 	
Michigan Group
Macomb, Oakland, St. Clair & Wayne Counties

Web: michigan.sierraclub.org/semg

Chair: Carol Izant, 248-352-6137 or carol.izant@

michigan.sierraclub.org.

General Meetings: 6:30/7pm, 1st Thu each 

month Sep-Jun. Northwest Unitarian-Universalist 

Church, 23925 Northwestern Hwy, Southfield. 

Social time 7pm. Business meeting 7:30pm. Pro-

gram 8-9pm. Carol Izant, cogknot@yahoo.com or 

248-352-6137.

2/15 Activist Night. 6-8pm. Join Sierrans & con-

cerned citizens at the Clawson Building Environ-

mental Communities office to work on projects. 

Mingle, nibble & work on stuffing envelopes, 

making photocopies, labeling envelopes, inform-

ing concerned citizens about upcoming educa-

tional opportunities, making posters. 100 North 

Crooks, Ste 105, NE corner at 14 Mile (park across 

Crooks). Melissa, 248-435-5277. 
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Mackinac Chapter
Group boundaries

always welcome. washtenawico@yahoo.com, 

www.ico.sierraclub.org/washtenaw.com.

Outings: Kathy Guerreso, 734-677-0823.

2/26 Waterloo Recreation Area Hike. Winter day 

hike/camraderie. Snow or shine; cancelled if rain. 

Ann Arbor City Hall, 1pm. Jay Schlegel, 734-477-

5715.

3/12 Crooked Trail Hike. Late winter 5mi hike. 

Canceled if rain. Ann Arbor City Hall, 12:30pm. 

Kathy Guerreso, 734-677-0823.

3/19 Stinchfield Woods Ski or Hike. 1pm. If 

snow, bring skis if you have them. All levels wel-

come. Meet in front of City Hall. Nancy Shiffler, 

734-971-1157.

3/25 Silver Lake Hike. 10am. Leisurely 2mi hike. 

Snow/shine; canceled if rain. Meet at old Maple 

Village Theater. John Schumacher, 734-662-8007.

4/1 Sat Family Hike. 10am. Bird Hills Park, New-

port Rd. Wear hiking boots. Steady pace, brief 

stops for points of interest. Under 4mi. Kathy 

Guerreso, 734-677-0823.

4/ 8 Sat Family Hike. Meet at County Farm Park 

parking lot off Washtenaw Ave, Platt Rd. 10am. 

Wear hiking boots. Steady pace 1.1mi. Kathy 

Guerreso, 734-677-0823.

4/9 Waterloo Rec Area Hike. Spring day hike, 

about 6mi, snow/shine. Canceled if rain. Meet at 

Ann Arbor City Hall 1pm. Jay Schlegel, 734-477-

5715.

4/23 Annual Potawatomi Trail Hike. 17mi of 

winding trail. Bring sack lunch, water. Ann Arbor 

City Hall, 8am. Canceled if snow/ rain. Rain date 

Apr 30, 8am. Ruth Graves, 734-483-0058.
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Conservation Committee: 3rd Thu each 

month. Sierra Club BEC office, Tri-Centre Business 

Complex,100 N Crooks Rd, Ste 105, Clawson, MI. 

Ed McArdle, 313-388-6645 or ecoed@netzero.net.

Political Committee: 6:30pm, last Thurs-

day each month (no Oct). Jimi’s Restaurant, 

Washington, Royal Oak. All welcome! Tim Killeen, 

Chair, 313-526-4052 or timk@bikerider.com.

Outings: Chair Phil Crookshank, 313-562-1873 

or wanderphil3@netzero.net. Coordinator Joanne 

Cantoni, 248-932-5370. Please visit our website 

for outings listings.

3/11 Outings Committee Meeting. 5pm. If 

you’re interested in leading/learning about 

leading outings, come to our quarterly planning 

meeting/potluck. Non-committee members 

welcome. 5pm potluck, then next quarter’s plan-

ning meeting. Liz Allingham’s house in Dearborn, 

313-581-7579.

2/12 Stony Creek X-C Ski/Hike. 11:30am. Ski 

rentals may be available (call park, 586-781-

4242). If no snow, hike 5mi, mod pace. Meet in 

Sterling Hts, Metro-Pkway & Van Dyke SMART lot. 

Opt restaurant stop after. Joanne Cantoni, 248-

932-5370. 

2/19 [E] Wolcott Mill Walk. Noon. Historic 1857 

mill & outbuildings & views of Clinton River. Med 

pace, 5mi walk, snow/shine. Meet in Sterling Hts, 

Metro-Pkway & Van Dyke SMART lot. Restaurant 

stop after. JoEllen Lane, 586-773-3104.

2/26 [E] 15th Annual Ice Hike-Pointe Pelee 

(Ont). 9:30am. Dress warmly. 2-3hrs outdoor fun. 

Meet in Windsor, Ont Info Center, Route 3, 3/4mi 

south of Ambassador Bridge. Bring passport, pic-

ture ID, trail snacks, water. Restaurant stop after. 

Cindy Gunnip, 248-336-2984.

3/4 Addison Oaks Hike. Noon. 5mi mod-pace 

hike by 2 lakes & spring-fed ponds. Meet at park 

entrance, Romeo Rd. Restaurant stop after. Sudha 

Chhaya, 248-219-3326.

3/5 [E] Hepatica Hike at Maybury. Noon. Check 

for first spring flowers: Hepatica. 5mi mod pace. 

Dress for weather, lug soles for wet. Meet at 

Maybury SP concession bldg, 8 Mile Rd. entrance. 

Restaurant stop after. Phil Crookshank, 313-562-

1873.

3/12 Heron Rookery Walk. 1pm. 3 hilly miles of 

highland nature trails, then W. Bloomfield Heron 

Rookery overlook. Bring binoculars, water bottle. 

Meet in Bloomfield Twp Costco parking lot on 

Telegraph. Restaurant stop after. Cindy Gunnip, 

248-336-2984.

3/19 Highland Rec Area Hike. 11am. See 

early signs of spring on 4-5mi easy hike. Meet in 

Bloomfield Twp Costco parking lot on Telegraph. 

Call if weather is? Optional restaurant stop after. 

Lee Becke, 586-294-7789.

3/25 Holly Rec Area Hike. 9:30am. Look for 

spring blooms popping through leaves. 4-5mi 

mod pace, varied terrain. Meet in Bloomfield Hills 

behind CVS, SE corner of Woodward & Square 

Lake Rd. Optional Restaurant stop after. Mary 

Powell, 810-732-3884.

3/26 Brighton Rec Area Hike. Noon. Look for He-

patica on moderate-brisk 5mi hike. Sturdy boots 

& water needed. Meet in Southfield at Tel-12 

Mall, SE corner of Telegraph & 12 Mile Rd. Restau-

rant stop after. Michael Scanlon, 313-884-2214.

4/2 Proud Lake Day Hike. 11am. Mod pace 5mi 

hike. Look for wildflowers. Snow, no-go! Meet in 

Southfield at Tel-12 Mall, SE corner of Telegraph 

& 12 Mile Rd. Restaurant stop after. Liz Allingham, 

313-581-7579. 

4/8 Pontiac Lake Hike. Noon. 5mi walk through 

rich woods & beautiful rolling terrain. Park 

entrance on Gale Rd. Meet at beach & bike trail-

head. Restaurant stop after. Sudha Chhaya, 248-

219-3326.

4/9 Independence Oaks Hike. 11am. Mod/brisk, 

5-6mi, 2hrs in hilly, wooded area. Meet in Roch-

ester Hills Sears lot, Rochester Rd SW corner. 

Optional restaurant stop after. Mary George, 248-

652-2998; Joanne Cantoni, 248-932-5370.

4/15 Morning Hike Maybury SP. 11am. Dress in 

layers. Mod pace 3mi. Wooded & meadow trails. 

Meet at park concession bldg, 8 Mile Rd entrance. 

Rain or shine. Optional restaurant & ice cream 

stop after. Tom Griebe, 248-349-8782.

4/22 Flint River Walk. 9:30am. 4-5mi, mod pace 

along scenic section of river. Bring picnic lunch if 

nice weather; restaurant stop afterward if <60˚, 

rainy, windy. Meet in Bloomfield Hills behind CVS 

pharmacy, SE corner Woodward & Square Lake 

Rd. Mary Powell, powell_mm@hotmail.com or 

810-732-3884.

4/23 [E] Earth Day Huron Meadows Walk. 

11:30am. Honor John Muir by looking for spring 

wildflowers & early birds on 4mi walk. Meet in 

Southfield, Tel-12 Mall, SE corner of Telegraph 

& 12 Mile Rd. Restaurant stop after. Lee Becker, 

586-294-7789.

4/29 [T] Kensington Metro Park Service Project. 

9:15am. Fight the garlic mustard war. Work 2-

2.5hrs under park staff direction. Work gloves, 

work clothes & sturdy shoes advised. Bring picnic 

lunch if fair weather. Meet in Southfield, Tel-12 

Mall, SE corner of Telegraph & 12 Mile Rd or in 

Nature Center parking lot by 10:15. Rain or shine. 

Joanne Cantoni, 248-932-5370. 

4/30 Holly State Park Hike. 11am. 8-10mi mod 

pace, hilly terrain. Look for spring wildflowers. 

Rain or shine. Meet in Bloomfield Hills behind 

CVS pharmacy, SE corner of Woodward & Square 

Lake Rd. Restaurant stop after. Cindy Gunnip, 

248-336-2984. 

5/6 Howell Nature Center Walk. Noon. 2-3mi, 

slow pace with ex-volunteer Pat at center for 

nonreleasable birds of prey. $2 fee; reservations 

by May 3. Meet in Southfield, Tel-12 Mall, SE cor-

ner of Telegraph & 12 Mile Rd. or 1pm at Nature 

Center. Pat & Tom Skinner, 517-552-9121. 

5/7 Paint Creek Trail Hike. 10am. 10mi mod-brisk 

following winding Paint Creek. Restaurant stop 

halfway in Lake Orion. Water, sunscreen, good 

walkers a must. Meet in Troy behind LaSalle Bank 

on 14 Mile Rd. Mike Scanlon 313-884-2214.

 5/14 [E] Maybury Mothers Day Wildflower 

Walk. 9:30am. Slow-pace 4mi walk to usher in 

Spring & honor Mother Earth & Earthly Mothers! 

17 species of blooming wildflowers guaranteed. 

Bring cameras, magnifiers, field guides. Meet at 

Maybury SP concession bldg, Eight Mile Rd en-

trance. Phil Crookshank, 313-562-1873. 

5/19-21 [E] South Manitou Island Beginner’s 

Backpack. Young people 12 & older (accompa-

nied by adult) welcome. Camp in campground 

& day-hike to explore island. Gull rookery, early 

spring wildflowers, old growth cedars, dunes, 

shipwreck & evidence of early settlements. Pre-

GroupInfo,Meetings&Outings
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First snow of the year, Wexford County, MI.
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registration required by 5/1. Mary Powell,  

powell_mm@hotmail.com or 810-732-3884.

5/21 Hike Bald Mountain. 11am. 5-6mi mod 

pace hike over rolling terrain. Rain or shine. Meet 

Bloomfield Twp Costco parking lot, Telegraph Rd. 

Bring water, picnic lunch. Gary Simon, 248-561-

9066; JoEllen Lane, 586-773-3104.

5/28 Metro Beach Metropark Hike. Noon. Brisk 

5mi through nature area. Dress for May weather. 

Call if weather is? Meet Clinton Twp, Metro Beach 

Metropark Nature Center, 16 Mile Rd. Restaurant 

stop after. JoEllen Lane, 586-773-3104.

TLG: Three Lakes Group 
Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac & Schoolcraft Counties

Chair: Roger Blanchard, 906-253-9316 or 

rblanchard@lssu.edu.

General Meetings: 7pm Thu, each month, 

Sep-May. Crawford Hall, Lake Superior State 

University.

Outings: Roger Blanchard, 906-253-9316 or 

rblanchard@lssu.edu. Monthly hiking, snowshoe-

ing, skiing, etc 9am 1st Sat each month, Oct-Apr, 

Michigan Welcome Center.

5/8-19 TLG North Country UP Trail Maintenance 

Trip. Work from Soldier Lake Campground (US 

28) to Grand Marais. Participants can work for 

shorter periods. Roger Blanchard, rblanchard@

LSSU.edu or 906 253-9316. 

HELP WANTED: Webmaster, publicity, monitor 

environmental alerts. Roger Blanchard, 906-253-

9316 or rblanchard@lssu.edu.

TG: Traverse Group 
Manistee, Wexford, Missaukee, Benzie,  

Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau, Antrim  

& Otsego Counties

Web: michigan.sierraclub.org/traverse

Chair: Monica Evans, 231-325-6812 or  

imagine@betsievalley.net.

General Meetings: 4th Tue each month, 

Sep-May. Traverse Area District Library. Special 

summer outdoor activities Jun-Aug. Community 

forums, informational meetings concerning lo-

cal environmental issues & special educational 

events. Monica Evans, 231-325-6812 or check our 

website. 

Conservation Committee: Monica, 231-

325-6812 or imagine@betsievalley.net.

Political Committee: Jim Stricko, 231-

275-7596; Peggy Fry, 231-218-2587.

HELP WANTED: Outings leaders, fundraising, 

monthly meeting program coordinator. Monica 

Evans, 231-325-6812 or imagine@betsievalley.

net.

Outings: Andrea Dean, 231-231-947-9344.

2/28 Old Indian Trail Snowshoe Hike. Easy-mod, 

3mi. 11am, trailhead parking lot off M-22 north of 

Sutter Road, near southern end of Sleeping Bear 

Dunes National Lakeshore. Priscilla Walmsley, 

priscilla@walmsley.com or 231-929-1658.

3/11 Grand Traverse Commons. 11am. 300 

acres, once home of state mental hospital.  Park-

like grounds with century-old European-style 

buildings, stands of old-growth pines, abundant 

wildlife. Views of city & Grand Traverse Bay. 

Minutes from downtown Traverse City, trailhead 

behind campus of old state hospital, 1200 West 

Eleventh Street by Blue Water Tower. Peggy, 

231-941-8626.

3/25 Seven Bridges Property Hike. 10am. “Jewel 

of Kalkaska County.” Area saved from develop-

ment through efforts of Grand Traverse Regional 

Land Conservancy. Meet at Tom’s Market–Acme, 

6353 US31 North. Car pool to property. Dave, 

616-669-6355.

4/8 Boardman River Valley. 2pm. 1.5hrs. Varying 

terrains along Boardman River. Significant to the 

SC because we helped save it from a bridge & 

bypass. Meet behind YMCA. Andrea Dean, 231-

947-9344 or andreadean113@msn.com.

4/22 Ransom Lake. 2pm. Hike around lake 

near Lake Ann Lovely. Area recently protected 

by group of Almira Twp citizens. Hikers should 

wear boots. Andrea Dean, 231-947-9344 or 

andreadean113@msn.com.

5/6 Alligator Hill Hike. 10am. 5-8mi trail, hilly; 

intermed & adv. Beach-maple forest, fields, pine 

plantation. Views of Lake Michigan & Glen Lake. 

Out of Glen Arbor take M109 East to Stocking 

Rd, turn left to the trailhead parking area. Peggy, 

231-941-8626.

6/3 North Country Trail Hike. 11am. Easy-mod. 

4mi from High Bridge Trailhead along Manistee 

River. Priscilla Walmsley, priscilla@walmsley.com 

or 231-929-1658.

6/10 Skegemog Swamp Pathway Walk. 10am. 

Walk the boardwalk into heart of lush, wet cedar 

swamp. Herons, egrets, otter, beaver & other wet-

land wildlife–maybe a Massasauga rattlesnake. 

Area owned by MI DNR covers 2,700 acres. Meet 

at Tom’s Market–Acme, 6353 US31 N. Car pool to 

property. RSVP Dave, 616-669-6355.

WMG: West Michigan Group
Kent, Lake, Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo,  

Oceana, Osceola & Ottawa Counties

Web: michigan.sierraclub.org/westmichigan

Chair: Craig Ressler, 616-891-9055 or  

craig_ressler@yahoo.com.

General Meetings: Generally held once per 

month. Everyone welcome. Craig Ressler, 616-

891-9055 or craig.ressler@michigan.sierraclub.

org.

Help Wanted: 2006 is an election year. We 

would very much like help from someone in or 

around Muskegon who pays attention to politics. 

We would like to use this person as a resource 

in determining who to endorse for State level 

offices. Occassional trips to Grand Rapids will be 

necessary.

Inner City Outings: Sierra Club members 

provide outdoor experiences for non-members 

who might not otherwise have them. Most par-

ticipants are young people from urban communi-

ties. Increase the environmental awareness, inter-

personal skills & self-esteem of the participants 

through active involvement with nature. Inter-

ested volunteers welcome to attend meetings or 

email us suggestions. John Pulver, 616-457-5999 

(days), 616-453-2480 (eve); Paula Ballast, 231-

861-6548 or logcabinballast@aol.com. 

Outings: Lisa Symons, 616-942-6549 or 

greensymons@yahoo.com.

THANK YOU, EARTH SHARE 

DONORS! We wish to thank 

the all the individuals who 

support our work each 

year through payroll de-

duction via Earth Share of 

Michigan. If you have just 

completed your annual 

payroll deduction campaign at work, and Earth 

Share of Michigan was not listed as an option, 

please call 800-386-3326 to discuss how you and 

your fellow employees can support Sierra Club 

Foundation–Mackinac Chapter  and other earth-

friendly organizations at work. For more informa-

tion, visit www.earthsharemichigan.org.



“We donated
$140 last year to
prevent sprawl

and protect
wildlife. It was
easy, and didn’t
cost us anything

extra.”
--Gwen Nystuen

Shop to Stop Sprawl!
Living creatures need space to live.  Over
the past decade, Shopping for the Earth
has helped generate $110 million to
preserve natural areas and farmland.

You can help us do more by buying
EarthCash vouchers for the stores where
you already shop.

For every $20 of vouchers you buy, you get
$20 in store credit and earn $1 for the local
Sierra Club.

Complete details are available at
http://michigan.sierraclub.org/huron/sfte.htm

Help preserve nature at no cost to you!

Shopping for the Earth Order Form
Indicate the number of EarthCash vouchers you want by dollar amount for each store below, and enclose your check payable to

"Sierra Club-Huron Valley Group." Total order ($500 maximum): $ _______.

$5 $10 $20 $25 $50 $100

Ann Arbor People’s Food Co-op

Arbor Brewing Company

Arbor Farms

Borders Books & Music

Busch’s* -- Limit 1

Farmer Jack (and affiliated stores)

Hiller’s Markets

Holiday Market (Royal Oak)

Kroger* (and affiliated stores) – Limit 1

Whole Foods (and affiliated stores)

* Reloadable electronic cash cards
Please contact us if you want to contribute through the Meijer Community Rewards program.

Your Name: _________________________________ Mail to:

Your Address: _________________________________ Kristine Denzin

_________________________________ 5122 Doral Court

Your Phone number: _________________________________ Ann Arbor, MI 43103

Your email address: _________________________________ (Your data will not be shared)

"Thank you for
turning my

weekly shopping
into little
victories

for nature!"
- Kris Denzin
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Explore, enjoy and protect the planet.

postmaster: Send address changes to SIERRA CLUB, 109 East Grand River Ave, Lansing, MI 48906. 

The Sierra Club’s mem-
bers are 700,000 of your 
friends and neighbors. 
Inspired by nature, we 
work together to protect 

our communities and the planet. The 
Club is America’s oldest, largest and 
most influential grassroots environ-
mental organization. 

Do You Love Michigan’s Lakes and Rivers? Maryann Borden Does

Sierra Club Member Pledges to Protect Water
by Rita Jack

A bottled-water factory was coming 
to Evart, Michigan. At least, that 

was the rumor going around in 1999. 
So Maryann Borden, Sierra Club mem-
ber, lifelong Michigan resident and car 
carrier for the auto industry, got on the 
phone. She found out from the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, 
Trout Unlimited and the National Spring 
Water Association, among others, that 
any diversion of spring water would harm 
Twin Creek.

Twin Creek runs behind Borden’s 
home. She cherishes the creek. In fact, her 
family has protected Twin Creek through 
four generations. They enjoy the babbling 
of the water and the blue herons that fly 
there. With her grandchildren, Borden 
often explores the banks for wildflowers 
and, in the spring, they pick pussywillows.

Borden has vowed that she will not 
let Twin Creek turn into another Dead 
Stream. Mecosta County’s Dead Stream, 
a once-vibrant ecosystem, developed into 
a partial mudflat in 2003. The water level 
fell as Nestlé Waters North America began 
pumping water from the springs feeding 
Dead Stream.

Borden, who is also a member of 

Michigan Citizens for Water Conserva-
tion, feels that the region’s water is in 
serious jeopardy. Diverting water, she says, 
will be the ruin of the Great Lakes and 
their tributaries. In 1999 Borden made 
it her mission to protect the Great Lakes, 
tributaries, wetlands and aquifers from all 
harm.

In her travels, Borden sees streams in 
other states and compares them to the 
Muskegon River in Evart. “Years ago, 
Evert held log races on the Muskegon. 

InTheSpotlight

But over the last 10 to 15 years the river 
has been too shallow for the race,” she 
says. “The Muskegon River is an old 
friend. It greets me when I arrive home 
after a long week on the road.” 

Borden wants to continue canoeing 
in the Muskegon River with family and 
friends. She wants to watch the eagles soar 
over the water. We hope that she and oth-
er Michigan citizens will always be able to 
canoe and to watch the eagles fly.
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A great blue heron waits patiently for lunch to swim or hop closer at the Seney Wildlife 
Refuge in Schoolcraft County, MI.


