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I’d like to pause and celebrate the mid-term elections.  

As a career environmentalist, I am asked regularly, “what’s preventing us from fixing (fill in 

the blank) environmental problem?”. Routinely the answer has been, for my entire life, “we 

don’t have the right people in elected office at the state.” This is no longer the case. There 

has been an immense flurry of conversations amongst the environmental and social activist 

groups working to identify key priority work over the coming two years. I am excited!  

We all know our work is built on the backs of giants. In this case, we should all thank the 

massive efforts by the voter reform initiatives as well as the women's rights (Proposal 3) ad-

vocates. These folks ensured that we have (more) equity in voting and turnout was strong. 

While not the only reason we won Michigan, it would not be such without their efforts. So 

thanks! 

I also want to celebrate some local wins. Namely 4 millages that passed in Washtenaw Coun-

ty, 3 of which are land acquisition and farmland protection millages. Dexter and Northfield 

Townships passed new millages and Scio renewed theirs. The 30x30 and 50x50 land preser-

vation goals are as lofty as any we are attempting. But with strong local support we might 

just get there.  

Lastly, and closest to my heart, I’m delighted that the City of Ann Arbor Climate Millage 

passed. While on City Council, I helped to set the stage for the Office of Sustainability and 

Innovation. Ensuring that the climate plan has long term funding, with a strong eye on equi-

ty, is hands-down my proudest achievement. And again, all of these successes are because of 

partnerships that spanned outside of the traditional group of environmentalists.  

Celebrations are great and we have a right to do so. And now we have much work to do. The 

presidential elections will come around all too soon. Please reach out if you would like to be 

involved in HVG’s political work! 

Jason Frenzel, HVG Executive Committee Chair 

Thoughts from the Chair 
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Executive Committee Election 

The Sierra Club is the largest democratically run envi-
ronmental organization in the world, with direct elec-

tion of leaders at the national, state and local level 
each year. The Executive Committee (ExCom) of the 

Sierra Club Huron Valley Group (HVG) is responsible for 
the administration and operation of the group (our 

leadership team comprises numerous non-elected indi-
viduals also). HVG members will be electing four ExCom 
members this fall, for two-year terms beginning in Jan-

uary 2023.  

HVG Executive Committee Election 

About the Executive Committee 

The HVG ExCom consists of 7 people from the HVG 
membership who are elected to two-year terms by the 

local  membership. They help define rules for the group, 
administer the group activities, and craft position state-
ments. There are monthly committee meetings, gener-
ally on the first Thursday of the month. ExCom mem-

bers are also required to participate in at least one sub-
committees (e.g. Membership, Communications, Con-
servation, etc.). The time commitment for ExCom par-

ticipation is roughly 10-12 hours a month.  

VOTING 
Vote by clicking this LINK. 

Or copy/paste into your browser: 

 https://tinyurl.com/yrud7u82 

Voting Deadline 
Votes must be submitted by: 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefSqewCAdrcjg_BycUUf4HR1cT0-iL8bLxkAcFMrtHVElAFg/viewform
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Kyle Martin 

My name is Kyle Martin; I'm an Undergraduate Student at EMU majoring in Environmental Science and double minoring in 
Biology & Zoology. I’m also Secretary for the newly formed EMU Sierra Club chapter. I am interested in joining the HVG Execu-
tive Committee because I want to collaborate with other Michigan natives who are passionate about the environment. In addi-
tion, I would like to expand my knowledge of environmental stewardship and sustainability on a more localized level. 

HVG ExCom Candidates 

Christine Kitchens 

I am an experienced lab specialist at the Cooperative Institute for Great Lakes Research who specializes in freshwater hydrogeo-
chemistry and harmful algal bloom ecology. I’ve also previously worked at the Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority 
analyzing data for changes in yearly and monthly trends, and generating the annual State of the Downtown Report. I’ve volun-
teered with a number of environmental organizations over the years, including the Huron River Watershed Council, the Matthaei 
Botanical Garden, and the Detroit Zoological Society. 

Dan Ezekiel 

HVG members, I ask for your vote to continue on the Huron Valley Group Executive Committee.  I’m a lifelong environmentalist, 
a graduate of the National Outdoor Leadership School (twice) and the U of M School of Natural Resources (now SEAS).  I’m also a 
career science teacher, mostly in the Ann Arbor Public Schools, and I hold a Masters degree in Education Leadership.  I helped 
found Recycle Ann Arbor, led the fight to save the Ann Arbor school district’s Environmental Education Program, chaired the 
city’s Greenbelt Commission, and currently serve on the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission. [cont. on next 
page] 

Jason Frenzel 

Hello fellow HVG members. I’m honored by the potential opportunity to serve on the executive committee for another two 
years, thanks you for taking the time to review all the candidates. For the past 25 years I’ve worked in the Washtenaw/SE Michi-
gan area creating and supporting environmental initiatives. For my first years out of college, as an AmeriCorps worker, I worked 
with local farmers to install measures that protect environmental resources. I worked for 10 years at the City of Ann Arbor’s Nat-
ural Area Preservation, drastically increasing the number of stewardship workdays, Park Stewards, and other volunteer positions. 
[cont. on next page] 

VOTING 
Vote by clicking this LINK, or https://tinyurl.com/yrud7u82 

Vote by Tuesday, December 20, 2022 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefSqewCAdrcjg_BycUUf4HR1cT0-iL8bLxkAcFMrtHVElAFg/viewform


 

T H E  L O O K O U T  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  4  

[Dan Ezekiel, cont.] 

I’ve had the honor to chair the Huron Valley Group’s Executive Committee since being elected two years ago.  My team has 
reinvigorated the Outings program, which should be the base of any Sierra Club group.  We have advocated successfully for 
ambitious climate initiatives by Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County, and the Ann Arbor school district.  Currently we are focused on 
helping elect an environmentalist President, US Congress, and Michigan legislature.  We have moved toward refreshing our 
group into one that reflects our constituency, especially younger folks and people of color.  We recently collaborated with two 
other Sierra Club groups to present a program about Environmental Justice, and we’ve held a series of meetings with opinion 
leaders in eastern Washtenaw County to discuss the ways we can better serve the environmental needs of citizens of color and 
less-affluent citizens. 

I look forward to an Executive Committee that will be 3/7 people of color after this election (up from zero two years ago).  We 
aren’t perfect, and we still have much to do and learn.  I’ll appreciate your support and your feedback.  Onward and upward, 
and let’s keep Exploring, Enjoying, and Protecting the planet! 

HVG ExCom Candidates 

[Jason Frenzel, cont.] 

For the past 10 years I’ve worked at the Huron River Watershed Council. Again, my work has been to increase resident participa-
tion in promoting the health of our shared environment, mostly through citizen science. 

My volunteer work over the years has included founding and serving on the HomeGrown Food Festival and Local Food Summit, 
long-time volunteering with the Jim Toy Community Center, and serving as the president of the national association of volunteer 
managers. 

Over the past 4 years on HVG’s executive committee, I have served as Treasurer, Secretary, Vice-Chair and now Chair. In these 
roles I’ve worked to make the notes and books more transparent and more readily utilized by the leadership team and others. 
Over the past two years I’ve helped to create an Eastern Michigan University Sierra Club group.  

I look forward, with your support, to increasing all of these initiatives – diversity, community voice, transparency, impact, and 
team health – over the next two years. 

VOTING 
Vote by clicking this LINK, or https://tinyurl.com/yrud7u82 

Vote by Tuesday, December 20, 2022 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefSqewCAdrcjg_BycUUf4HR1cT0-iL8bLxkAcFMrtHVElAFg/viewform
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In Memoriam 

John Nystuen 
 

One of the first Michigan Sierra Club members, John Nystuen, 91, died July 2 at the 
home he shared with his wife Gwen in Ann Arbor. The first Sierra Club meeting in 
Michigan was held on a cold February evening in 1962 at John and Gwen’s Pitts-
field Village apartment. Five years later the Mackinac (now Michigan) Chapter was 
formed. John, a geography professor at the University of Michigan, was an enthusi-
astic hiker and camper and good at recruiting members, especially students and 
faculty. 
 
The Sierra Club in its many forms were a happy and fulfilling part of John and 
Gwen’s lives. Over the years John continued his work on local and state issues, 
contributing to the local natural features inventory and supporting Gwen in am-
phibian surveys in local ponds. John also contributed his photography and sketch-
ing skills to many newsletters and slide shows. He will be greatly missed.  

 

Do you have a question you’d like the Sierra Club to address? 

Email us at  

hvgsierraclub@gmail.com  

Part of the  

Sierra Club’s 

mission is to 

explore, enjoy, 

and protect 

the wild   

places of the 

earth. 

Kathy Guerreso 

 
The Huron Valley Group notes with sadness the passing on July 22nd of Kathy 
Guerreso, who served for many years as Outings Chair for our group. She led many 
outings to local parks and nature preserves and introduced many to these local 
treasures. Kathy was always ready with hikes and enthusiasm for being outdoors. 
She was always welcoming and brought a happy, friendly voice. We will miss her 
generosity and her way of encouraging others to explore the nature around us. We 
will miss her. 

 
Visit Kathy's memorial page to share a memory or send condolences to the family 
and read the obituary : 
https://www.rbfhsaline.com/obituaries/Kathy-Guerreso  

 

https://www.rbfhsaline.com/obituaries/Kathy-Guerreso
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Exercise Guide: The Bluffs Nature Area 
John Metzler 

Hike the Bluffs Nature Area, a glacial 
ridge right next to N. Main St. in Ann 
Arbor. You can hike 2-3 miles with lots 
of up and down. The Bluffs are a bit 
more challenging than some of the 
other small local parks. There are 
more hills and trails are unmarked 
with many intersections - the perfect 
recipe for exploring. With luck, you'll 
find the switchbacks and the snowmo-
bile. Take an appetite for adventure 
and a printed copy of our map or the 
city’s updated map. 

If you get too turned around, use your 
cell phone and the City has a nice, GPS
-compatible site with the trails shown. 

Note: the street address is literally 
painted on a utility pole on the west 
side of N. Main St., visible only when 
heading north. The parking lot is just 
north of the Hawkins Auto Body park-
ing lot. Coming south on Main, the lot 
is just south of a "Downtown Ann Ar-
bor" sign. 
Check out this street view before you 
leave home - the gravel lot is your 
goal.  

Clockwise from above: Sunrise at The 

Bluffs, a Cedar waxwing, trails are icy at 

times, deer are somewhat common, Cardi-

nals are quite common, a view of the Hu-

ron River from the south end of The Bluffs 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hzdfrtPjQiV5Pqe36QS4rG9PPJOOHmR_/view?usp=sharing
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-Recreation/parks-places/Documents/Park%20pages/Bluffs/Bluffs%20Trails%202021.pdf
https://a2gov.org/ParkTracker
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.2956162,-83.7466326,3a,75y,288.65h,100.27t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sIXZ3-vhCD2phU18eVkjQpg!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
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The second annual Trash Talk Tour 

took place on Sept. 18, 2022.   It was a 

sparkling late-summer Sunday as Steve 

Brown and I pedaled 32 miles around 

town, leading the bike portion of the Tour.   

Most folks who go on the tour drive it, 

road rally style, but we wanted to make 

sure there was a greener transportation 

option as well. 

As we visited such Zero Waste sites as 

Michigan Stadium, Common Cycle, the 

brand-newly-refurbished Recycle Ann Ar-

bor Materials Recovery Facility, the City’s 

compost center, operated by WeCare Or-

ganics, the old City landfill, and the Kiwa-

nis Sale, it was a great opportunity to see 

how far we’ve come and how far we still 

have to go… 

It was the morning after the Wolver-

ines’ home victory over Western Connecti-

cut when we toured MIchigan Stadium.  

At the Big House, HVG 

member and U of M em-

ployee Anya Dale took us 

for a walk around the 

main concourse and the 

bowl of the stadium itself.  

She informed us about all 

the ways the University of 

Michigan has worked to 

reduce landfill waste from 

the stadium and all the 

ways the waste that is 

generated is sorted to 

make sure recyclables and 

compostables don’t wind up in the landfill.  

We watched hundreds of volunteers from 

Ann Arbor’s Gabriel Richard School as they 

cleaned up and sorted waste left behind in 

the Stadium.  Best of all, for a longtime 

Wolverines fan like me, we got to walk on 

the field after our tour! 

Our next stop was Common Cycle, on 

W. Huron, where we picked up 15 more 

cyclists for the next stage of the Tour.  

Clark McCall, bike recycler extraordinaire 

showed us how the CC volunteers fix up 

hundreds of donated bikes and re-sell 

them or donate them to folks who need a 

bike, often to commute to work, but can’t 

afford one.  Common Cycle is also open on 

Sundays to teach people bike repair skills, 

like mending a flat tire, and how to repair 

their own bikes.  Staff walk customers 

through these procedures in a well-

equipped shop. 

Next we pedaled towards Platt Rd., to 

visit Ann Arbor’s new Materials Recovery 

Facility (MRF),  where recyclables from our 

curbside bins are sorted and sent to mar-

kets.  Along the way, we stopped to look 

at the site of the future Veridian Farm, 

next to County Farm Park, where Matt 

Grocoff and his Thrive Collaborative are 

creating a net-carbon-zero housing devel-

opment, where Zero Waste will be 

planned into the residents’ lifestyle before 

construction has even begun.  Right now, 

Veridian is just a cleared field, but we look 

forward to having a tour stop there once 

Zero Waste: Trash Talk Tour 2.0 
Dan Ezekiel Photos credit: Dan Ezekiel except as noted. 

trashtalktour.org
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it’s up and running, to showcase the Net 

Zero practices there. 

Arriving at the MRF, we rode over the 

truck scales at the newly-refurbished and 

reopened facility, run by our local mission-

driven nonprofit recyclers, Recycle Ann 

Arbor (full disclosure: I helped found RAA 

over four decades ago). 

Inside the MRF, we stared up at a 

mountain of recyclables, as large and tall 

as several two or three-story houses.  This 

represented half a day’s recycling-truck 

pickups, from the previous Friday.  They 

keep a backlog so that the workers will 

have work the next morning, before the 

collection trucks bring in their first loads 

from that day. 

Many of the workers are returning 

citizens, recently released from prison, 

and most have never had a job with bene-

fits before.  We were told about a worker 

who didn’t show up one day.  The office 

called the worker’s home, and the worker 

reported they were too sick to come in.  

The worker was told “You have sick days.  

You need to call and tell us when you are 

sick; you will still get paid.”  The worker 

was amazed and delighted; they had nev-

er been treated this way 

at work before.  RAA ar-

ranges for the workers to 

receive two meals a day 

at work, and the workers 

sometimes ask for extra 

to bring home to their 

kids.   

RAA staff told us that we 

are the ambassadors for 

the new MRF; they esti-

mated 200 folks were 

given the tour that day.  

They also asked us to 

spread the word not to 

throw things in the 

curbcarts that aren’t recy-

clable.  That endangers the workers; “If in 

doubt, keep it out!” we were told.  A fine 

resource to know what you can put in 

your curbcart (and what you can’t) is here. 

Since we were already at the Platt Rd. 

site, we visited two more places there.  

First we rode our bikes on a self-guided 

tour around the Compost Center, where 

we saw the giant rows of organic waste, 

like leaves, sticks, and food scraps, being 

changed into rich-looking, clean-smelling 

compost, to be returned to local gardens 

and landscaping projects. 

Then we climbed the 75-foot hill of 

buried trash at the old city landfill, where 

Fang Wu, of the city staff, showed us 

where the planned 25-megawatt solar 

field will be placed, hopefully in 2023, al-

lowing a place where harmful waste was 

once dumped, mixed in with recyclables 

and organics that could have been com-

posted, to continue its second act, as a 

home for threatened grassland bird spe-

cies like bobolinks, as well as a source for 

clean renewable energy for Ann Arborites.  

Then we headed back to Common 

Cycle.  The time our bike tour had taken 

caused us to have to skip some stops, like 

local zero-waste stores By The Pound and 

BYOC, as well as Maker Works. 

The afternoon portion of our bike tour 

had fewer takers (none, actually), but Ste-

ve and I first moseyed over to Eberwhite 

School, where a delightful pair of students 

introduced us to the worm-composting pit 

where they learned to put the scraps from 

their lunches last year.  Bridget Gruber, an 

A2Zero Ambassador, and Dave Corsa, a 

retired Eberwhite teacher spearheaded 

this project, which reduced lunchroom 

waste by 50% and has continued into this 

year.   

The students had us smell and feel the 

rich compost the worms produced, and 

they also played a fun Q & A game with us 

to test our knowledge of what you can 

and can’t put in the worm pit! 

Photo credit: RAA 

Trash Talk Tour 2.0 con’t 

https://www.recycleannarbor.org/a-z-recycling-guide


 

T H E  L O O K O U T  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  9  

Our last stop of the day was at the 

Kiwanis Sale, on Jackson Rd.  There we 

had the chance to silk-screen re-used t 

shirts with a Trash Talk Tour logo, see 

HouseN2Home, a non-profit that takes 

donated furniture and other household 

items to help formerly-unhoused folks 

make their first house or apartment into a 

true home. 

Kathie Wilder and her dozens of vol-

unteer staff at the Kiwanis Sale process an 

amazing amount and variety of donated 

items.  The sale has been going on in some 

form for almost 100 years!  They have 

sports and exercise equipment to house-

hold furniture, art, office equipment, ap-

pliances, toys, and pet supplies.  Men’s, 

women’s, and children’s clothing items, all 

in good condition.  Records, tapes, and 

CD’s, books, and jewelry are some special-

ties of the Sale. 

Sam Mc Mullen, who took over from 

me as chair of the Tour this year, was 

there, along with his whole family, all 

pitching in to make sure Tour participants 

experienced the “wow factor” of their 

participation.  Samuel’s day job is to run 

the Live Zero Waste Foundation, and he 

has brought an incredible amount of ener-

gy (and youth!) to the Tour.  There were 

drawings and prizes.  Then, at 4 pm, it was 

time for Steve and me to pedal back to 

Ann Arbor. 

Here are a few reflections I had: 

I dreamed up this Tour before the 

pandemic, when I and other zero-waste 

advocates felt we were beating our heads 

against the wall fruitlessly in arguments 

with City of Ann Arbor staff about the way 

forward towards zero waste in our com-

munity. 

Recall that at that time, the city’s MRF 

had been shut down for years over safety 

issues, with no plans to refurbish it.  Our 

city’s recyclables were being sent out of 

state in diesel semi-trucks to a sorting 

facility run by a multinational waste com-

pany, which I once characterized as a 

“worst practice” for handling them.  The 

recycling drop-off station on Ellsworth was 

sliding into dilapidation, again with no 

plan afoot to refurbish it.  City Council had 

refused to join the regional authority that 

was then forming to try to streamline our 

waste-reduction program, and on and 

depressingly on. 

I remembered some other tours that 

had changed perceptions on environmen-

tal issues locally:  The Ecology Center's 

annual Bike-A-Thon, which used to visit 

many sites, the Ann Arbor Greenbelt Bus 

Tour, and its predecessor, the Tour de 

Sprawl.  I know Ann Arborites care a lot 

about zero waste, and I thought if some of 

them had a chance to visit some of the 

local sites that are doing something about 

it, they would form a nucleus of informed, 

concerned citizens to help advance the 

zero waste agenda, even when it encoun-

tered governmental hostility or apathy. 

Fast forward to now:  the MRF is up 

and running again, which among other 

things, allowed Ypsilanti to resume 

curbside recycling pickup, the city of Ann 

Arbor has joined the regional recycling 

authority, there is a plan underway to 

repair/replace the Drop-off station.  The 

city, the University, the county and the 

state are all working hard to decrease 

landfill contributions. These are important 

changes, just in the past few years. 

But we also have so far to go.  Some 

of it is in the area of individual actions.  

I’m dismayed each time I go to the grocery 

store, to see how few customers bring 

durable bags, instead depending on the 

giveaway throwaway bags the stores pro-

vide.  Some of it is in the area of mutual 

action: Washtenaw County moved in 2016 

to place a 10-cent tax on single-use gro-

cery bags, but the state legislature, in its 

wisdom, pre-empted this tax by banning 

such moves statewide.  Regressive laws 

like this can only be changed by group 

action, patient lobbying, educating gov-

ernment representatives, and always VOT-

ING for environmentally-committed candi-

dates. 

I can’t wait to see what changes next 

year’s Trash Talk Tour will highlight!  See 

you there! 

 

 

 

 

Trash Talk Tour 2.0 con’t 
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TTT 2.0, Fun Facts from Michigan Stadium: 

1. The University estimates that 75% of all waste generated within the Big House is either recycled or composted.  

The U works with all the vendors to reduce the amount of non-recyclable waste and packaging they bring in.  For 

example, those little plastic packets of mustard and ketchup for the thousands of hot dogs served at the games 

have been totally replaced by refillable condiment stations.  It’s an educational process that has taken years and, 

since most of the sales force the vendors use at games consists of an ever-changing army of volunteers, it has to 

be ongoing. 

2. Relatively little of the waste the U generates comes from athletic competitions, but the games are considered to 

be U-M’s  “front porch,”  where the public is most often exposed to U-M operations, so the U spends a lot of 

effort to drive down waste at athletic events.  For example, there are no trash cans for landfill-bound waste in 

the areas of the Stadium that are accessible to customers, just recycling and compost bins.  

3. About half the waste generated at a football game is left in the stands. The hundreds of volunteers from Gabriel 

Richard clean this up in a few hours on Sunday morning (before celebrating Mass in the North End Zone!)  Recy-

cling, compost, and landfill waste go into color-coded plastic bags and are taken out to waiting trucks.  This por-

tion of the waste is almost perfectly sorted. The other half, which customers have deposited in the recycling and 

compost bins themselves, is much more contaminated.  As part of its agreement with WeCare Organics, which 

accepts the compost, a dozen or more U of M employees are paid to go to the WeCare site on the Monday after 

home games, to sort contamination out of the compost that customers put in the bins.  

TTT 2.0, Fun Facts from the MRF: 

1.  The recyclables are mostly cardboard.  One of our tour guides, Bryan Ukena, the CEO of RAA, called that the 

“Amazon Effect”.  The composition of recyclables changes with the times; I remember “back in the day” in the 

1970’s and 80’s, the pile would have consisted of more newspaper than anything else. 

2. RAA faces problems with materials coming in that they can’t process.  Their number-one issue is plastic bags.  

Please do not put plastic bags in your recycling curb cart!  When they end up on the sorting line at the MRF, 

they cause big problems, including getting wrapped around the gears, causing the sorting line to have to be 

stopped, causing down time and wasting resources while the jam is fixed.  Many types of plastic bags, like gro-

cery bags, can indeed be recycled, by leaving them at the bins in Kroger, Meijer, Zingerman’s, etc., but an even 

better idea is not to use them in the first place–bring your own bags to the store! 

3. RAA made it clear how much they value their workers, especially the “pickers” who work in the MRF to hand-

sort various materials.  These are unionized jobs that pay a thriving wage.  One of our tour guides told us “RAA 

is a Zero Waste organization, and that includes people.  We aren’t going to get to a circular economy if we 

treat workers in difficult jobs like these as if they are expendable.” 
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John Metzler 

High Summer to Late Fall in SE Michigan 

Skimmer, West Lake Preserve, Chelsea, July, 2022 
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Michigan Lily (Lilium michiganense), Leonard Preserve, Manchester, July, 2022 
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Bee on Wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa), Dominican Meadows, Ann Arbor, July, 2022 
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Nodding wild onion (Allium cernuum), St. Joe Nature Area, Ann Arbor, August, 2022 
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Rough blazing-star (Liatris aspera), Independence Lake County Park, Whitmore Lake, September, 2022 
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Water smartweed (Persicaria amphibian), Independence Lake County Park, Whitmore Lake, August, 2022 
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Great blue lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica), Reichert Preserve, Pinckney, September, 2022 



 

T H E  L O O K O U T  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  1 8  

Bottle gentian (Gentiana andrewsii), Reichert Preserve, Pinckney, September, 2022 



 

T H E  L O O K O U T  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  1 9  

Fringed gentian (Gentianopsis crinita), St. Joe Nature Area, Ann Arbor, taken 6 days apart, late September, 2022 
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Fringed gentian (Gentianopsis crinita), St. Joe Nature Area, Ann Arbor, October, 2022 
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Eastern bluebird, Baker Woods Preserve, Dexter, October, 2022 
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How many species can you identify?  Park Lyndon, Lyndon Township, October, 2022 
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Tamarack (Larix laricina) in Embury Swamp surrounding an oak island, Park Lyndon, Lyndon Township, October, 2022 
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An oak island with Tamarack (Larix laricina) beyond,  Park Lyndon, Lyndon Township, October, 2022 
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An oak island with Tamarack (Larix laricina) beyond,  Park Lyndon, Lyndon Township, October, 2022 
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Oaks,  Park Lyndon, Lyndon Township, October, 2022 



 

T H E  L O O K O U T  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  2 7  

Common milkweed (Asclepias syriaca), Sharon Mills County Park, Sharon Township, October 2022 
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American Beech (Fagus grandifolia), Scio Woods, October 2022 
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Witch hazel (Hamamelis virginiana), Whitmore Lake Preserve, Whitmore Lake, November 2022 
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Miller-Smith Preserve, Dexter, November, 2022 
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Programs 
The Program Committee, with technical wizardry from Oona 
Woodbury, held four hybrid program meetings in the last five 
months:  Richard Andres welcomed us to HoneyBee U Pick 
Farm, Suzette Wanninkopf talked about her 8,000 mile bicycle 
trip, Evan Pratt presented Climate Change and Rainfall, and 
Tajalli Hodge presented Fed Up with Food Insecurity and So 
Much More. 

We will continue the hybrid format for some time to come, 
offering the option of in-person or online attendance. 

Book Club 

The Book club read The Bald Eagle: The Improbable Journey of 
America's Bird by Jack Davis,  Life's Edge: The Search for What It 
Means to Be Alive by Carl Zimmer, and  Our Biggest Experiment: 
An Epic History of the Climate Crisis by Alice Bell.  

Political Committee 

The Political committee held numerous Get Out The Vote letter 
writing events, writing and mailing over 1,500 letters to low-
inclination voters.  

Outings 
HVG hosted 14 outings in the last five months, including a popu-
lar daytime Wednesday Walk series Chris Kosal has created.  We 
also have hosted several successful workdays at various nature 
areas in our region, including St. Joe Nature Area, Oakwoods 
Metropark, and Legacy Land Conservancy’s Sharon Hills pre-
serve.  See our Meetup page for upcoming outings. 

 

HVG Fall Report 

HVG Programs are 

held on the 3rd 

Tuesday of the 

month at 7:30pm. 

Book club meetings 

are held on the 2nd 

Tuesday of the month  

at 7:30pm. 

When do we meet? 

HVG Executive Commit-

tee meetings are held on 

the 1st Thursday of the 

month at 7:00pm. 

Outing times and dates 

vary. Check the MeetUp 

page for more infor-

mation.  All events, in-

cluding meetings, are 

posted there. 

Questions?  

Email hvgsierraclub@gmail.com 

for more info 

https://www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Huron-Valley/


 

T H E  L O O K O U T  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  P A G E  3 2  

Help Wanted: Join Our Team (...please) 
Sierra Club Huron Valley Group is currently seeking volunteers for the following 

positions.  Each job comes with zero income tax impact, a great group of cowork-
ers, and a feeling of accomplishment and reward! 

Please e-mail hvgsierraclub@gmail.com  

Newsletter Production 

The Lookout is looking for 
people interested in writing 
copy, layout, or editing to 
help produce our news-

letter.  Passion for the envi-
ronment and social justice 

are requirements, skillful use 
of language and a sense for 
interesting content are big 
pluses.  Past experience is 

not necessary. 

Digital media                  
opportunities 

Are you a social media mas-
ter? The Huron Valley Group 
is interested in enthusiastic 

environmentalists and social 
justice advocates with digi-
tal media skills and savvy. 
We would like to recruit 

several people to liven-up 
our Facebook and Instagram 

presence. 

Find us on Social Media! 

Icons will take you to the respective pages. 

https://www.facebook.com/SierraClubHuronValleyGroup
https://www.instagram.com/sierraclubhvg/
https://www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Huron-Valley/
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Shopping for the Earth  

Over the past 15 years, 

the Sierra Club Huron 

Valley Group’s Shop-

ping for the Earth has 

been a very successful 

program for sup-

porting our efforts to 

protect parks, natural 

areas, and local farm-

land, and to address 

local and regional en-

vironmental problems.  

When you purchase gift cards from partici-

pating locations like Kroger and Busch’s, you 

can earn up to 23% of your purchase for the 

Huron Valley Group Sierra Club (with no addi-

tional cost). 

Purchased gift cards are great to be used for: 

 Regular purchases like grocery shopping 

 Giving as gifts 

 Planned purchases like appliances 

...and more! Visit our website for more infor-

mation: https://www.sierraclub.org/michigan/

huronvalley/shopping-for-earth 

You can help the earth (and HVG!) at no cost to you — through your regular shopping!  

HVG Executive Com-

mittee 

Jason Frenzel 

Chair 

Anne Brown 

Vice Chair 

Tajalli Hodge 

Secretary 

Dan Ezekiel 

Programs Committee Chair 

Erica Ackerman 

Political Committee Chair 

Jessica Anckley 

Fundraising Committee 

Alyshia Dyer 

Communications and  News-

letter Team 

John Metzler 

Content editor and photos 

Tajalli Hodge 

Design and layout 

Erica Ackerman 

Distribution specialist 

HVG and Community Members 

Content 

Cover Photo: Looking south across Lake Genevieve in 

Park Lyndon South 

https://www.sierraclub.org/michigan/huron%20valley/shopping-for-earth
https://www.sierraclub.org/michigan/huron%20valley/shopping-for-earth

