
Maximizing Impacts

From Advocacy to Lobbying



Agenda
● Advocacy

○ Tips, tricks, and pointers, OH MY!

● Using The Legis System

○ It’s for more than just finding your legislator!

● Lobbying

○ Is it really a dirty word?



Behold! The Power of Numbers!
Coalitions have been at the center of nearly all successful social movements!

Number One Tip:

Don’t Go It Alone!
Research advocacy groups

Nationally
Chapters/state level branches

Locally

Ask multi issue groups
Network Delaware
ACLU

Search recent media
Social media
Statewide and local

Connect with organizers in other social 
justice organizations

Connect with close friends



Using Tools To 
Maximize 

Impact
Signing / Sending letters is just one 

step!

When using the tools online:

● Change the subject line (if you can)
● Personalize the message/reframe 

message (if you can)

After using the tool:

● Spread the good word (aka the tool)
● When sharing tools online tag others 

to get them to use the tool

When talking about an issue/sharing 
articles:

● Tag decision makers
● Share tools in the comments of the 

post



What can you 
do offline?

Advocacy can start online, but we 
must move beyond the virtual! 

● Attend constituent service events 
(e.g. coffees)

● Write LTE’s / Opinion Editorials / 
Blogs

● Testify in Committee
○ How To Draft Effective Testimony 

Presentation
● Plug into organizations/Sign up for 

newsletters
● Utilize resources that are available

■ LWV Government Tab
■ Fact sheets that are available 

from orgs
■ Lobby Day Guide (ACLU)
■ Letter to the Editor Training

https://youtu.be/OV5h1LfwZHg
https://youtu.be/OV5h1LfwZHg
https://my.lwv.org/delaware/government
https://www.aclu-de.org/en/publications/lobby-day-guide
https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/2023-01/Updated%20%E2%80%9CLetters%20to%20the%20Editor%E2%80%9D%20Training.pdf


Using The Legis System
It’s for more than just finding out who your legislators are in Delaware!



Using The Legis System

Watch Live

Review Floor 
Agendas

Review Committee 
Agendas

Find A Bill

Find Your 
Legislator



Using The Legis System

Sign Up For 
Notifications



Using The Legis System

Sign Up For 
Notifications



Using The Legis System

Two Most Important



Reading A Bill

Fiscal Impacts 
Report

Bill Text

Prime Mover in First Chamber

Prime Mover in Second Chamber
Legislators 
Showing 
Support

Where The Bill Is Currently



Reading A Bill



Reading A Bill



Reading A Bill



Lobbying: Is It A Bad Word?
● What is Lobbying?

○ Seeking to influence (a politician or public official) on an issue.
○ “Lobbyist” means any individual who acts to promote, advocate, influence or oppose any matter pending 

before the General Assembly by direct communication with the General Assembly or any matter pending 
before a state agency by direct communication with that state agency, and who in connection therewith 
either:

○ a. Has received or is to receive compensation in whole or in part from any person; or
○ b. Is authorized to act as a representative of any person who has as a substantial purpose the influencing 

of legislative or administrative action; or
○ c. Expends any funds during the calendar year for the type of expenditures listed in § 5835(b) of this title.

● Who Lobbies?
○ Citizens
○ Hired Lobbyists from Organizations

■ Non-Profits
■ Industry
■ Political Organizations

○ Special Interest Groups (good and bad)
● What Is Required To Lobby?

○ It’s Complicated…. Go Back to the Big Three!
■ To Register Or Not To Register? That is the question!

○ If you register DO NOT FORGET TO FILL OUT EXPENSE REPORTS

https://depic.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/48/2020/03/What-is-Lobbying-1996-2019.pdf


Lobbying: Is It A Bad Word?



Setting Up 
Appointments With 
Legislators

Don’t just wing it, or “drop in.”
Be patient, persistent, and creative!

What to do when you get an 
appointment?

● Prepare 
● Dress appropriately
● Go in with a specific ask/purpose
● Prepare any leave behinds
● Assign a note taker
● Follow up after with 

legislator/scheduler



Thank You!


