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Sustainable Agriculture Reading List 

 
“4 Per 1000” Initiative, https://www.4p1000.org/ 
 
Wendell Berry, “For Love of the Land”, Sierra, May/June, 2001 
 
Rick Cruse, “Soil Erosion – What will the future bring?”  Iowa State University, Robert Goodland and Jeff Anhang, 
“Livestock and Climate Change: What if the key actors in climate change are . .  . cows, pigs, and chickens?,” 
www.worldwatch.org, November/December 2009  
 
Adam S. Davis, Jason D. Hill, Craig A. Chase, Ann M. Johanns, Matt Liebman, “Increasing Crop System Diversity 
Balances Productivity, Profitability and Environmental Health,” www.plosone.org, October 10, 20121 
 
“Can organic reduce cancer risk?” Cedar Rapids Gazette, October 26, 2018, reprinted from Los Angeles Times 
 
Daniel Kane, “Carbon Sequestration Potential on Agricultural Lands: A Review of Current Science and Available 
Practices”, National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition and Breakthrough Strategies and Solutions, LLC, November 
2015 
 
Dave Swenson, Selected Measures of the Economic Values 
of Increased Fruit and Vegetable Production and 
Consumption in the Upper Midwest, Leopold Center, Iowa 
State University, March 2010 
 
Dave Swenson, “Research and assistance in support of the 
Foodsheds in the Upper Midwest Initiative to measure the 
economic impacts of increased local food production and 
consumption”, Leopold Center, Iowa State University, 2011 
 
Dave Swenson, “The Economic Contribution of Niman 
Ranch Hog Production in Iowa”, March 2021 
 
Donnelle Eller, “ISU: Small-scale hog production has big 
economic impact”, Des Moines Register, August 29, 2021 
 
Dick Sloan, “Dividends from a new view of soil”, Cedar Rapids Gazette, March 31, 2018 
 
Dennis Anderson, “Reports of species die-offs are scary, but public’s indifference is scarier“, Cedar Rapids Gazette, 
October 28, 2018, reprinted from the Star Tribune 
 
"Eating Animals", Film, director Christopher Dillon Quinn, Based memoir by Jonathan Safran Foer, 2017 
 
Joseph E. Fargione, Steven Bassett, Timothy Boucher, Scott D. Bridgham, Richard T. Conant, Susan C. Cook-Patton, 
Peter W. Ellis, Alessandra Falcucci, James W. Fourqurean, Trisha Gopalakrishna, Huan Gu, Benjamin Henderson, 
Matthew D. Hurteau, Kevin D. Kroeger, Timm Kroeger, Tyler J. Lark, Sara M. Leavitt, Guy Lomax, Robert I. 
McDonald, J. Patrick Megonigal, Daniela A. Miteva1, Curtis J. Richardson, Jonathan Sanderman, David Shoch, Seth 
                                                 
1 This is also referred to as the Marsden study. 

Local produce.  Photo courtesy USDA NRCS, Stephen 
Kirkpatrick 
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A. Spawn, Joseph W. Veldman, Christopher A. Williams, Peter B. Woodbury, Chris Zganjar, Marci Baranski, Patricia 
Elias, Richard A. Houghton, Emily Landis, Emily McGlynn, William H. Schlesinger, Juha V. Siikamaki, Ariana E. 
Sutton-Grier, Bronson W. Griscom, “Natural climate solutions for the United States”, Science Advances, 2018; 
4:eaat1869, November, 2018 
 
Erin Jordan, “Are golf courses contributing to nitrate runoff?  Iowa survey shows courses don’t contribute 
significantly”, Cedar Rapids Gazette, October 21, 2017  
 
Erin Jordan, “Food waste study diverts 1,000 pounds from landfill,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, November 29, 2014  
 
Rob Jordan, “Soil holds potential to slow global warming, Stanford researchers find”, Stanford News, October 5, 
2017 
 
http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/soybean/documents/SoilErosion.pdf 
  
Finian Makepeace, “A Regenerative Secret”, Kiss the Ground, 2018, https://joyce-farms.com/blogs/news/a-
regenerative-secret - regenerative agriculture and carbon capture 
  
Alice Park, “A Mother’s Exposure to Pesticides During Pregnancy May Raise Children’s Autism Risk “, Time, March 
20, 2019 
 
Tom Philpott, “High Steaks – Our power to stop climate change may depend on what’s for dinner”, Mother Jones, 
May/June, 2019 
  
“Food Recovery Hierarchy,” Environmental Protection Agency, http://www.epa.gov/foodrecovery/ 
 
Francis Thicke, A New Vision for Iowa Food and Agriculture, Mulberry Knoll Books, 2010 
 
Fred Magdoff, “Ecological agriculture: Principles, practices, 
and constraints,” Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems, 
January 2007, pages 109-117 
 
Fred Kirschenmann, “Is optimization the answer?,” Leopold 
Letter, Iowa State University, Fall 2014 
 
Grant Gerlock, “Food waste weighing down U.S. food 
system,” Harvest Public Media, September 21, 2014 
 
“Gulf’s ‘dead zone’ is biggest ever: Farm runoff key factor in 
creating algae bloom”, Cedar Rapids Gazette, reprinted from 
Washington Post, August 5, 2017 
 
Georgina Gustin, Neela Banerjee, John H. Cushman Jr., “How 
the Farm Bureau’s Climate Agenda Is Failing Its Farmers”, 
Inside Climate News, October 24, 2018 
 
Iowa Climate Change Advisory Council Final Report, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, December 23, 2008 
 
Jason Johnson, “Cover crops control soil erosion,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, May 4, 2013 
 
Jeff Schahczenski and Holly Hill, “Agriculture, Climate Change and Carbon Sequestration”,  
National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, 2009 
 
John Gilbert, “Water quality: What has changed?,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, September 25, 2016 

Beef cattle in the pasture.  Photo courtesy USDA 
NRCS, Lynn Betts 
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Mark Hertsgaard, Hot: Living Through the Next Fifty Years on Earth, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2011 
 
“Robert B. Jackson, Kate Lajtha, Susan E. Crow, Gustaf Hugelius, Marc G. Kramer, Gervasio Pineiro, The Ecology of 
Soil Carbon: Pools, Vulnerabilities, and Biotic and Abiotic Controls”, Annual Review of Ecology, Evolution, and 
Systematics, 2017 
 
Mark Muller, The World Beneath Your Feet: A Closer Look at Soil and Roots, Living Roadway Trust Fund, 2012 
 
Maryn McKenna, “After Years of Debate, the FDA Finally Curtails Antibiotic Use In Livestock”, Newsweek, 1/13/17 
 
Nicolette Hahn Niman,  Righteous Porkchop: Finding a Life and Good Food Beyond Factory Farm, Harper Collins 
Publishers, 2010 

 
Orlan Love, “Farmers tout benefits of no-till techniques,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, December 5, 2014 
 
Orlan Love, “Conservation officials stress cover crops,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, October 4, 2014 
 
Orlan Love, “Dirt poor,” Cedar Rapids Gazette, April 21, 2011 
 
Ryan Stockwell and Eliav Bitan, Future Friendly Farming: Seven Agricultural Practices to Sustain People and the 
Environment, National Wildlife Federation, August 2011 
 
Tom Philpott, “No, Giant Farms Are Not Feeding the World.  They’re 
Feeding Canada,” Mother Jones, October 5, 2016 
 
Tom Philpott, “The Fault in Our Starch”, Mother Jones, 
January/February, 2020 
 
Tom Philpott, “Oats and Dreams.  How a milk trend could stoke an 
agricultural revolution,” Mother Jones, May+June, 2018 
 
Tom Philpott, “One Weird Trick to Fix Farms Forever.  Does David Brandt hold the secret for turning industrial 
agriculture form global-warming problem to carbon solution?” Mother Jones, September 9, 2013 
 
Chris Jones, ”Iowa’s Real Population”, Blog post on March 14, 2019.  See www.iihr.uiowa.edu/cjones/iowas-real-
population/ 
 
Kate Cox and H. Claire Brown, “Academics across the country say agribusiness has outsize influence on their 
research”, New Food Economy, January 31, 2019 
 
Tom Philpott, “Will California’s Drought Bring about $7 Broccoli?” Mother Jones, May/June, 2014 
 
“Summary Report: 2010 National Resources Inventory,” U.S. Department of Agriculture.  Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Washington, DC, and Center for Survey Statistics and Methodology, Iowa State University, 
Ames, Iowa, 2013 www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1167354.pdf 
 
“The State and Future of U.S. Soils, Framework for a Federal Strategic Plan for Soil Science”, National Science and 
Technology Council Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, and Sustainability, Subcommittee on 
Ecological Sciences, Soil Science Interagency Working Group , December, 2016  
 
Ron Fleming and Marcy Ford, “Human versus Animals – Comparison of Waste Properties”, Ridgetown College, 
University of Guelph, July 4, 2001 
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Evaggelos Vallianatos, “The Spector of Genetic Catastrophe”, October 23, 2018.  See 
http://vallianatos.blogspot.com/2018/10/morally-repugnant-chemical-eugenics.html 
 
Wenonah Hauter, Foodopoly - The Battle Over the Future of Food and Farming in America, New Press, 2012 
 
Wes Jackson and Robert Jensen, “Let’s Get ‘Creaturely’” a New Worldview Can Help Us Face Ecological Crisis”, 
Counterpunch.org, April 8, 2019 
 
Wilbur Wood, “From Dirt to Soil – How carbon farming can reduce emissions, restore ecological balance, and offer 
hope to the rising generation”, The Nation, May 20/27, 2019 
 
Mark Schonbeck, Diana Jerkins, Lauren Snyder, “Soil Health and Organic Farming: Organic Practices for Climate 
Mitigation, Adaptation, and Carbon Sequestration”, Organic Farming Research Foundation, 2018 
 
Tom Philpott, “There’s an amazingly simple, beautiful way to fix Midwestern farmlands”, Mother Jones, April, 2019 
 
Caroline Brooks, “Solving the mystery of fertilizer loss form Midwest cropland”, MSU Today, Michigan State 
University, April 15, 2019 
 
Bruno Basso, Guanyuan Shuai, Jinshui Zhang, G. Philip Robertson, “Yield stability analysis reveals sources of large-
scale nitrogen loss from the US Midwest”, Scientific American 9, Article 5774, 2019 
 
“Protecting Food Animal Gene Pools for Future Generations”, CAST Issue Paper, September, 2019, Number 65 
 
Adam Turtle, “What Is At Risk and What We Can Do Now”, The Progressive Populist, May 1, 2020 
 
David Montgomery, Jennifer Otten, Sarah Collier, “Growing our values – It’s time to rethink the disrupted U. S. 
food system from the ground up”, Cedar Rapids Gazette, June 21, 2020 
 
“The Haney Test for Soil Health”, Ohio State University Extension, https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-
newsletter/2019-07/haney-test-soil-health 
 
John Ikerd, “The Economic Realities of CAFOs”, May, 2020, used for discussion during screenings of “Right to 
Harm” documentary 
 
Nicoletta Batini, James Lomax, and Divya Mehra, “Why Sustainable Food Systems are Needed in a post-COVID 
World”, International Monetary Fund Blog, July 14 2020 
 
Ruth Reichl, “The Changing American Table”, AARP The Magazine, August/September, 2020 
 
Jonathan Foley, “It’s Time to Rethink America’s Corn System”, Scientific American, March 5, 2013 
 
Michael A. Clark, Nina G. G. Domingo, Kimberly Colgan, Sumil K. Thakrar, David Tilman, John Lynch, Inês L. 
Azevedo, Jason D. Hill, “Global food system emissions could preclude achieving the 1.5° and 2°C climate change 
targets”, Science, November 6, 2020 
  
Associated Press, “Fixing the food climate problem”, Cedar Rapids Gazette, November 8, 2020 
 
Erik Stokstad, “Food and farming could stymie climate efforts, researchers say”, Science Magazine, November 5, 
2020 
 
Rob Wallace, “Big Farms Make Big Flu: dispatches on infectious disease, agribusiness, and the nature of science”, 
Monthly Review Press, New York, 2016 
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Michael Pollen, “How Cooking Can Change Your Life”, https://youtu.be/TX7kwfE3cJQ 
 
News Release from Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, “New Research Identifies Four Farmer Types 
with Differing Perspectives on Soil and Water Conservation”, December 11, 2020 
 
Suraj Upadhaya, J. Gordon Arbuckle, Lisa A. Schulte, Land Use Policy, October, 2020 
 
Ted Genoways, “Hog Wild: Factory Farms Are Poisoning Iowa’s Drinking Water”, Mother Jones, March 21, 2014 
 
Alan Guebert, “Farm and Food: ‘Who do we blame for not farming the way we now know we should?’”, Lincoln 
Star Journal, March 13, 2021  
Vernon Klinkenborg, “How the Loss of Soil Is Sacrificing America’s Natural Heritage’”, Yale Environment 360, March 
1, 2021  
 
Julia Rosen, “Humanity is Flushing Away One of Life’s Essential Elements”, The Atlantic, February 8, 2021  
 
Matt J. Helmers, Lara B. Moody, Robert Burns, “Utilization of Manure Nutrients for Soybean Crop Production”, 
Iowa State University Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering, January 20, 2008 
 
Charlie Mitchell and Austin Frerick, “The Hog Barons”, Vox, April 19, 2021 
 
Leo Horrigan, Robert S. Lawrence, Polly Walker, “How Sustainable Agriculture Can Address the Environmental and 
Human Health Harms of Industrial Agriculture”, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, Baltimore, 
Maryland, Environmental Health Perspectives, Volume 10, Number 5, May, 2002 
 
Perry Beeman, “Study: Animal-based foods connected to 15,900 deaths a year”, Iowa Capitol Dispatch, May 11, 
2021  
 
Nina G. G. Domingo, Srinidhi Balasubramanian, Sumil K. Thakrar,  Michael A. Clark, Peter J. Adams, Julian D. 
Marshall, Nicholas Z. Muller, Spyros N. Pandis, Stephen Polasky, Allen L. Robinson, Christopher W. Tessum, David 
Tilman, Peter Tschofen, Jason D. Hill, “Air quality-related health damages of food”, Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the United States of America, May, 2021 
 
Ray Archuleta, “Regenerative Agriculture Healing the Soil”, Carbon Summit, June, 2021, 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNW0ZN0XCpg 
 
Jody Heemstra, “American Farmland Trust shares updated Soil Health Economic Calculator”, DRG News, July 14, 
2021 
 
Ralph Plagman, “There’s a dark side to factory livestock production”, Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 4, 2021 
 
Barbara Quinn, “Will skipping red meat help global warming?” Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 23, 2021, reprinted from 
the Monterey Herald 
 
Laura van der Pol, Dale Manning, Francesca Cotrufo, Megan Machmuller, “Climate farming – To made agriculture 
more climate-friendly, carbon farming needs clear rules”, Cedar Rapids Gazette, July 18, 2021 
 
 “Kiss the Ground”, Narrated by Woody Harrelson, Directed by Directed by Joshua Tickell and Rebecca Harrell 
Tickell, 2020 
 
Art Cullen, “Conservation Agriculture Buoys an Iowa Farmer Through Drought”, The Progressive Populist, October 
15, 2021  
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Tom Philpott, “Field of Trees – The case for bringing foliage back to the Corn Belt”, Mother Jones, November + 
December, 2021 
 
Ian Frazier, “Grim Reapers” New York Review of Books, February 9, 2023 
 
Beth Hoffman, Bet the Farm, Island Press, 2021 
 
Daniel Imhoff, The Farm Bill – A Citizen’s Guide, Island Press, 2019 
 
Donnelle Eller, “Iowa’s legendary soil, the bedrock of its economy, is losing its richness, new research shows”, Des 
Moines Register, September 13, 2023 
 
 
 


