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Raritan River Contamination

Fact Sheet                          


The Raritan River has experienced pollution from industrial facilities toxic dumping for over 100 years. The watershed is also impacted by contaminated sites and sewage treatment systems. The south branch headwaters of the Raritan River begin at Budd Lake in Mt. Olive, which is the largest natural lake in the state. The north branch begins in wetlands of Roxbury. The American Cyanamid site is the location of the current waste water treatment plant in Bridgewater where its discharge is piped downstream past the River’s water supply intakes. The surrounding area is home to over one million people, providing drinking water, transportation and recreation opportunities and important habitat for wildlife. Pollution from contaminated sites leaks into the river and harms the environment and public health. Over 60 sewer plants dump into the river that needs to be upgraded. There are 18 current Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund sites in the Raritan watershed in addition to other former Superfund sites. However not all the sites mentioned here have earned Superfund designation. 
The New Jersey Sierra Club believes just because you have a cleanup plan does not mean the site is clean. Monitoring or capping a site should not be considered a cleanup. Capping a site allows the contamination to sit for decades pushing more toxic chemicals into the environment, water supply, and community around them. Currently, the NJDEP is accepting comments for the proposed $225 million Exxon settlement instead of $8.9 billion the state originally asked for contamination and loss of more than 1,500 acres of wetlands, marshes, meadows, and water impacts. The settlement encompasses natural resource damages from 3 refineries, and 15 additional sites, including the Edison Research Lab and an estimated 800 gas stations. You can submit comments by mail until Friday, June 5, 2015 or visit the NJ Sierra Club to take action electronically.
Cornell-Dubilier Electronics, Inc. -- operated in South Plainfield from 1936 to 1962. The electronics company dumped PCB-contaminated materials, including burying PCB-containing capacitors. It is listed as a Superfund site. Some of the contamination kept spreading after 1962 when the location closed. PCBs are known to cause cancer and can affect the immune, reproductive, nervous and endocrine systems. Other toxins disposed of were polychlorinated biphenyls, a chemical banned by the EPA in 1979. Hundreds of acres of wetlands and stream bottom were contaminated with PCBs and other contaminants. 
American Cyanamid -- operated in Bridgewater Township with pollution dating back to 1915. American Cyanamid manufactured chemicals and disposed of chemical sludge and other wastes on the site. The property is an EPA designated Superfund site located adjacent to the Raritan River and lies above the Brunswick Aquifer. Soil, ground water, and waste disposal areas have been contaminated with volatile organic compounds (VOCs), semi-VOCs, metals, and other harmful chemicals. The company closed the site in 1999.
Federal Creosote Site (Johns Manville Company) – located in Manville, where a wood treatment facility began operation around 1910 until the mid-1950s. The plant treated railroad ties with coal tar creosote and discharged residuals into two unlined canals. Both canal contents entered unlined lagoons near the property. Other residuals were dripped from the treated wood into the ground. In the mid-1960s, the property was developed over much of the untreated contaminated soil. In 1988, the site was designated Superfund by the EPA and since sampling has committed to cleanup and remediate the soil.
Middlesex Sampling Plant – located in Middlesex, on 9.6 acre site of nation’s early atomic energy program operated by the Manhattan Engineer District and Atomic Energy Commission from 1943- 1967.  Radiological and chemical contamination was found on the site in the 1980s including particles in the uranium and radium decay series, various metals (arsenic, chromium, and lead) and volatile organic compounds. Elevated levels of contaminants were found in soils, sediments, groundwater beneath the site, and surface water moving through the site. The site was listed as Superfund in 1999. The DOE is be responsible for long term surveillance, operation and maintenance of the site once the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has completed remediation. 
National Lead Company (NL industries) – operated in Old Bridge, Sayreville, and Perth Amboy. NL contaminated soil and sediment with lead waste that was used to construct a seawall and jetty. In May 2013, the EPA ordered NL Industries to cleanup three areas that were contaminated with lead. These included the Lawrence Harbor seawall, adjacent to Old Bridge at Waterfront Park, the western jetty in Sayreville and the Cheesequake Creek Inlet into Raritan Bay as well as about 50 acres of Margaret’s Creek. This included the removal of lead-contaminated material and its replacement with clean material. NL is also responsible for contamination to wetlands, Bay and fisheries, from their other locations. 
Hercules Chemical (Aqualon Parlin Plant) – located in Parlin, is a 670 acre chemical facility owned by Dupont and originally built by Union Powder Company in the late 1800's. Hercules purchased the plant in 1915. The facility is located near the Borough of Sayreville well field and Perth Amboy well field the south. Three brooks are located on the site, and the South River is west of the facility. In 2006, results from samples of drinking water taken by Sayreville Borough were found to have trace levels of perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), which the facility manufactured. Even low levels of exposure to PFOA are a matter of concern because it doesn't break down and accumulates in the body.  Residents and plant employees who are exposed to extremely low levels over time can end up with levels in their blood many times higher. 

Other contained sites: 
Edgeboro landfill- located in East Brunswick, the landfill was privately owned until its closure and capping in the late 1980s. Then, in the 1990s the area on top and near the site became the state’s largest active waste dump—at one time taking in 700,000 tons a year. The current facility is run by the Middlesex County Utilities Authority and is projected to remain open until 2024. 
Kin-Buck Landfill -- located in Edison, where 70 million gallons of liquid toxic waste and 1 million tons of municipal, industrial, and hazardous waste were dumped from the 1940s to 1976. The site is one of the largest superfund sites in New Jersey and heavily contained with PCBs. This contamination leaked into Edmonds Creek, a tributary of the Raritan River.
For more information on these sites and the Exxon Settlement please visit our website at http://www.sierraclub.org/new-jersey. Please Find Us on Facebook, Twitter, and MeetUp. 
