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The 2023 legislative session in Arizona broke records, lasting over a
month longer than any session before, surpassing the previous record 

of 173 days in 1988.
The League of Women Voters of Arizona is a nonpartisan organization. 

Our review and positions on legislation are guided by our public policy 
positions. You can read all about our public policy positions here. The 
advocacy priorities for 2023 were as follows:

We faced a growing number of legislative proposals demanding our 
defense of democracy. The ongoing assault on democracy and voting rights 
included proposals:
• creating barriers to voting, registering,
• removal of voters from polls,
• preemptive ban on voting methods such as Ranked Choice Voting,
• intrusion of partisan observer interference at the polls and during the

tabulating and signature verification processes,
• legislative override/rejection of court opinion or precedents,
• creating opportunities for partisan observers to interfere in the voting at

polls and during signature verification and tabulation of votes,
• publication of personal voting data before and after an election, make
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Do you receive your water or
electricity from Salt River 

Project (SRP)? Did you know that the 
Arizona Corporation Commission 
(ACC), which sets the utility rates 
for every other utility in the state 
of Arizona, does not set the rates 
for SRP ratepayers? If the ACC 
does not set the rates for SRP 
ratepayers, then who does? Enough 
questions, let’s get some answers!

Well, one more question: Did you 
know that the SRP Board of Directors 
and Council are elected officials? 
SRP is a not-for-profit, community 
based, public utility company. They 
are the largest public power utility 
in the United States by generation 
(kWh produced). The SRP Board of 
Directors have three major roles 
in their duties as elected officials. 

First, they set the rates that SRP 
ratepayers have to pay on their 
bills. Second, they set policies for 
SRP management to implement, for 
example, what sources of fuel that 
SRP should use to generate their 
electricity (renewable energy, fossil 
fuels, coal, nuclear, etc). Third, the 
SRP board approves any bonds that 
SRP issues for capital improvements. 

If you are a SRP ratepayer, 
you might be able to vote in the 
upcoming election for the SRP 
Board of Directors and Council. 
Unfortunately, SRP hasn't updated 
their voting districts since 1937. 
About 49% of SRP ratepayers are 
not eligible to vote in the election 
even though they pay a very large 
bill to SRP every month. Also, to vote 
in the SRP elections you must own 
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Graphic by Ana Gorla

SRP PEP Rally. Photo by Ana Gorla

Advocating for Democracy and the Environment



Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter

http:\\sierraclub.org\arizona

2

Canyon Echo
Winter 2024

Vol. 60 No.1

Canyon Echo © 2024. Canyon Echo (ISSN 0164-
7024) is published quarterly for Sierra Club 

members by Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter,  
514 W. Roosevelt St., Phoenix, AZ 85003. Phone: 

602-253-8633.
Front page banner designed by Erika Gronek.

    Printed on 100% recycled paper with soy ink.

Editor: Toni Malcolm

DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS 

Outings Editor\Mailing Organizer: Jerry Nelson

602-550-0282, peakbagger2@gmail.com

Copyeditor: Kurt Florman

Publications Chair: Gary Beverly
928-309-1003, gbverde99@gmail.com 

Publications Committee:

Sandy Bahr, Stan Bindell,
Gary Beverly, Rebecca Hinton, Ana Gorla, Kurt 

Florman, Chris Gehlker, Toni Malcolm,  Jerry 
Nelson, Stephanie Vazquez, Vivian Kim

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Annual dues to Sierra Club are $39 
(including $1 for Canyon Echo). Subscription rate for 
non-members is $10. Send check payable to Sierra 
Club - Canyon Echo, 514 W. Roosevelt St., Phoenix, AZ 
85003. 
  ADVERTISING: Advertising is sold on a first-come, 
space-available basis. The editor reserves the right 
to refuse any advertisements, and inclusion of 
advertisements does not imply endorsement by 
Sierra Club. All interactions between advertisers and 
consumers are solely the responsibilities of those 
parties. 
  SUBMISSIONS: Send electronic or hard copies to the 
editor (include a self-addressed stamped envelope for 
return of hard copies). Indicate copyright or Creative 
Commons preference. We are not responsible for lost 
or damaged items. Writer’s guidelines can be obtained 
by contacting the editor. All rights to publication 
of articles in this issue are reserved. The deadline 
is the first day of the month preceding the  issue. 
Opinions expressed in Canyon Echo are those of the 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the official 
views or policies of Sierra Club.  
  POSTMASTER: Send address changes and postage 
due to Sierra Club Member Services, c\o Canyon Echo,  
P.O. Box 421041, Palm Coast, FL 32142-6417. Periodicals 
postage paid at Phoenix, AZ. 

Chapter Director 
Sandy Bahr 602-253-8633 sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org 
Conservation Program and Communications Assistant
Vacant
Grand Canyon Conservation Program Manager
Alicyn Gitlin 928-774-6514 alicyn.gitlin@sierraclub.org
Border Program Coordinator 
Erick Meza 520-254-6401 erick.meza@sierraclub.org
Water Sentinels Program Manager
Jennifer Martin 602-254-8362 jennifer.martin@sierraclub.org 
Southwest Local Outdoors Coordinator
Sergio Avila 520-624-7080 sergio.avila@sierraclub.org
Southern AZ Energy Program Coordinator 
Catalina Ross 520-312-2849 catalina.ross@sierraclub.org 
Energy and Public Lands Coordinator
Ana Gorla 602-253-9140 ana.gorla@sierraclub.org
  

  Chapter Staff

   BIPOCC: Black Indigenous
   People of Color Committee 

   CCL: Council of Club Leaders

  Chapter Executive Committee & Chairs

  Table of Contents

Chair/BIPOCC/At large: Oscar Medina 520-903-8005 oscarmedinagomez@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair/ CCL Alternate/At large: Anna Mohr-Almeida
Treasurer: Michelle Lund michelle.m.lund@gmail.com
Secretary/Note Taker: Rotating
Conservation Chair/Mining & �razing: Don Steuter 602-956-5057 dsteuter@hotmail.com
Political Chair/Awards/At-large: Kathy Mohr-Almeida 480-329-8503 kathylynn626@yahoo.com 
Water Chair/Pub Com/At-large: Gary Beverly 928-308-1003 gbverde99@gmail.com
CCL Delegate/PAC Treasurer/At-large: Stephanie Vazquez Salas 623-302-6889 stephanie.vazquez03@gmail.com 
At-large: Cyndi Tuell 520-272-2454 cctuell@gmail.com
Membership Chair/At-large: Rebecca Hinton 602-405-1779 rahinton@hotmail.com
At-large: Amritha Kathikeyan  
Outings Chair: Jenny Cobb 928-925-1320 cobbsrun@msn.com
Wilderness/Pub Com/At large: Jim Vaaler 602-553-8208 jimvaaler@msn.com

Palo Verde Group Rep. Don Steuter 
Flagstaff N. AZ. Group Rep. Vacant
Saguaro Group Rep. Jo Sylvester 
Yavapai Group Rep. Tom Slaback 
Nopales Group Rep. Anakarina Rodriguez

  Group Reperesentatives to the Ex Com

At-large members of the Ex Com are elected by the members statewide.
Group representatives are elected in their group geographic area.
Other positions are appointed by the Ex Com.

1 5

1 6

2 6

3 7

3 8

4 9

Arizona: 2023 legislation & trends for 2024 

SRP Elections - Confusing & Undemocratic 

Chapter Officers

Happenings around Arizona

Chapter Announcements

Volunteer's Picnic

Beyond the Slab 8

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service 

Annual Environmental Day at the Capitol 

Salt River Project Pumped Storage Sites 

Equity Trail Map

On the Trail - Great Bend of the Gila 

Donors

Explore and Enjoy Arizona 10

mailto:peakbagger2%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:gbverde99%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sandy.bahr%40sierraclub.org%20?subject=
mailto:alicyn.gitlin%40sierraclub.org?subject=
mailto:erick.meza%40sierraclub.org%20?subject=
mailto:jennifer.martin%40sierraclub.org?subject=
mailto:sergio.avila%40sierraclub.org?subject=
mailto:catalina.ross%40sierraclub.org?subject=
mailto:ana.gorla%40sierraclub.org?subject=
mailto:omedina%40changemakerhighschool.org?subject=
mailto:michellelund%40cox.net%20?subject=
mailto:dsteuter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:kathylynn626%40yahoo.com%20%20?subject=
mailto:gbverde99%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:stephanie.vazquez03%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:cctuell%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rahinton%40hotmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:cobbsrun%40msn.com%20?subject=
mailto:%20jimvaaler%40msn.com%20?subject=


Canyon Echo

http:\\sierraclub.org\arizona

Winter 2024 3

Chair: Natalia de la Torre
Vice-Chair/Political: Greg Clark 480-734-0926 greg@btllcaz.com
Secretary: Chris Gehlker 602-370-0128 canyonrat@icloud.com
Treasurer: Jerry Nelson 602-550-0282 peakbagger2@gmail.com
Outings/Wilderness: Jim Vaaler 602-553-8208 jimvaaler@msn.com
ICO: Lisa Vaaler  602-468-4158 lvaaler1@gmail.com
Conservation: Don Steuter 602-956-5057 dsteuter@hotmail.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Greg Brooks
Ex-Com (At-Large): Kathy Mohr-Almeida, PhD 480-329-8503 kathylynn626@yahoo.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Lorena Hernandez

Five groups make up the Grand Canyon Chapter. All events and meetings listed 
below are open to those interested in learning more about Sierra Club. You can 
find out more at http://www.sierraclub.org/arizona
Schedules are subject to change.

Palo Verde Group (Phoenix)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/palo-verde

Chair: Jo Sylvester 602-292-6806  stitchinjo@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Ronda Frost 208-743-1006 junefrost@gmail.com
Secretary\Programs: Sally Howland 602-663-2889 sally_howland@yahoo.com
Social Media: Ronda Frost 208-743-1006 junefrost@gmail.com
Membership: Sue Barsky 

Saguaro Group (North Maricopa County)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/saguaro

Yavapai Group (Prescott)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/yavapai

Chair/Web/Treasurer: Gary Beverly 928-308-1003 gbverde@cableone.net
Vice-Chair/Conservation: Tom Slaback 928-778-4233 theprescottkid@mail.com
Secretary/Outings: Jenny Cobb 928-925-1320 cobbsrun@msn.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Stan Bindell 928-636-3903 thebluesmagician@gmail.com
Ex-Com (At-Large): Stephen Cook 575-418-9027 scook@projectworldview.org
Yavapai group programs & Executive Committee meetings are held on the first Wednesday 
of the month. 

Palo Verde Group executive committee meetings are the second Thursday of each month and 
programs are the fourth Thursday of each month.

Currently under reorganization

Chapter Announcements

Flagstaff-Northern AZ Group
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/plateau

Chair:  Vanessa Gallego gallego.vanessa@gmail.com
Vice-Chair:  Linda Robles lindarobles39@gmail.com
Secretary/Note taker:  Vacant
Conservation Chair:  Cyndi Tuell cctuell@gmail.com
Group Rep./ Outings Chair:  Anakarina Rodriguez akrod520@gmail.com
At-Large Member:  Rebecca Hinton rahinton@hotmail.com

Happenings around AZ

Nopales (Tucson)
http://sierraclub.org/arizona/rincon

property within the votable area. If 
you are a renter, unfortunately you 
also do not get a vote even though 
you probably pay the electric/water 
bills. If you manage to meet all of 
the criteria to vote, then the number 
of votes that you get is determined 
by the acres of land that you own. 
If you own 5.25 acres, you get 5.25 
votes. If you own 0.01 acres, you 
get 0.01 votes. What’s even more 
undemocratic about this election is 
that there are Arizona Public Service 
Company (APS) electricity customers 
that are able to vote in the SRP 
elections even though some of SRP’s 
own ratepayers are not eligible to 
vote. This really doesn’t seem to be a 
democratic process! But in order to 
change the voting process we need 
to elect new candidates to the SRP 
Board of Directors and Council. 

SRP’s elections happen every two 
years. There are 10 voting areas and 
4 at-large seats in the SRP district. 
Every other year half of the voting 
areas are up for re-election. In April 
2024, the odd numbered districts 
are up for re-election. Here is a map 
of the voting areas so you can see if 
you’re in an eligible district. In order 
to participate in the SRP elections, 
you can request an early ballot be 
sent to you in the mail so you can 
vote by mail. When you fill in the 
ballot request form make sure to 
select the option to be added to the 
Permanent Early Voting List (PEVL). 

Randy Miller is a Salt River Project Board 
member. The views expressed in this article 

are his individual views and opinions and 
are not on behalf of the SRP Board of 

Directors or Salt River Project Agricultural 
Improvement and Power District.

contd. p1: SRP Elections...

Wildlife Activist Group Virtual Meetings JAN 8, FEB 5, MAR 4 (MON) 6pm. 
Interested in making a difference for wildlife? Want to help protect habitat, 
gather important research data on wildlife, or watchdog the Arizona Game 
and Fish Commission? Please consider joining our Wildlife Activist Group. 
For more information, please contact sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org.  

Renewable Energy & Climate Action Team Virtual Meetings, 
JAN 23, FEB 27, MAR 26 (TUE) 6:30pm. Discussions and programs 
encompass renewable energy and energy efficiency campaigns 
nationally and locally. Everyone is invited to participate, no matter 
how much or how little you know about energy issues. For more 
information, please contact sandy.bahr@sierraclub.org.

Arizona Sierra Club Conservation Virtual Meetings JAN 4, FEB 1, MAR 
7 6:30pm.This is the monthly conservation meeting of the Arizona 
(Grand Canyon) Chapter and Palo Verde Group (Phoenix area), where we 
discuss a broad range of environmental issues. Come learn more about 
issues or bring an issue you care about and share what you know. For 
more information, contact Don Steuter at dsteuter@hotmail.com.

Grand Canyon (Arizona) Chapter Conservation and Executive Committee 
Virtual Meeting JAN 21, 9:00am - 4:00pm. For details and more information, 
contact Don Steuter at dsteuter@hotmail.com (conservation) and Oscar 
Medina at oscarmedinagomez@gmail.com (Executive Committee).

To sign up for the e-newsletter, send an email with your full 
name and membership ID (8-digit number found on your 
mailing label) to CanyonEchoESub@gmail.com. You will 
receive an email when the new issues become available 

online.

mailto:greg%40btllcaz.com?subject=
mailto:canyonrat%40icloud.com?subject=
mailto:peakbagger2%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jimvaaler%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:lvaaler1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dsteuter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:kathylynn626%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/events-activities
mailto:stitchinjo%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:junefrost%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ally_howland%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:junefrost%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gbverde%40cableone.net?subject=
mailto:theprescottkid%40cableone.net?subject=
mailto:cobbsrun%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:thebluesmagician%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:scook%40projectworldview.org?subject=
mailto:gallego.vanessa%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lindarobles39%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cctuel%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:akrod520%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rahinton%40hotmail.com?subject=
https://www.srpnet.com/about/governance-leadership/elections/voting-district-map
https://srpcleanenergy.org/srpballot
mailto:sandy.bahr%40sierraclub.org?subject=
mailto:sandy.bahr%40sierraclub.org?subject=
mailto:dsteuter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:dsteuter%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:oscarmedinagomez%40gmail.com?subject=


Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter

http:\\sierraclub.org\arizona

4

On Sunday, November 12th, Sierra Club’s Grand Canyon (Arizona) Chapter recognized some of our wonderful volunteers, partners, and 
members at our annual picnic in Papago Park in Tempe. 

This year, we recognized the leadership of Vianey Olivarria with Chispa, AZ, the lifetime achievements of both Dale Volz and Jeff Jordan, the 
behind the scenes work of Stephanie Vazquez, the conservation work of Jim Dublinski, the advocacy and research on rivers of Joe Trudeau, 
service projects of the Saguaro Group, and the work of outstanding youth with the Westwood High School Environmental Club. The chapter also 
recognized LoriAnne Barnett for special achievement with environmental education. Shelly Gordon (10), John Jung (25), and Jim and Lynn Vaaler 
(50) were recognized for their continuous membership, and Yuma Audubon Society for its partnership.

Thank you to all of these outstanding volunteers, partners, and leaders, and to all of those who were not recognized specifically this year, but
who continue to contribute to making Arizona a better place for all people and the other species with which we share this beautiful piece of 
planet Earth.

Many Thanks to our Volunteers, Members, Partners, and Supporters!Thank you!

Photos by Ana Gorla
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We send two Chapter 
email updates per 
month, including 

upcoming events & 
activities, action items 

and more 

Borderlands email 
updates are sent 

every month 

Grand Canyon Protection 
Campaign email updates 
are sent once every other 

month 

Wildlife email updates 
are sent once every 

other month 

Arizona Water 
Sentinels email 

updates are sent once 
every other month 

Energy email updates 
are sent once every 

other month 

Legislative updates are 
sent weekly during the 

legislative season 
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https://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/sign-up-for-our-newsletters-

ballot images available including allowing DYI audits by any individual 
prior to certification of election results, (Notwithstanding the claims 
of protecting individual information, the League is firmly opposed 
to the easy availability  of  ballot images to the public prior to official 
certification of the results. We strongly support the voters' right to  
privacy of their ballot;  any such legislation is the opportunity to sow 
chaos in the 2024 elections.) 

• allowing municipal elections to be partisan,
• and reducing time for curing ballots, and/or drop of mail ballots.
By the numbers:

The state advocacy issue teams identified 299  bills of interest during the 
session.

Out of these bills, 103 didn't progress beyond the introduced/assigned 
phase.

Of the balance, 162 were reviewed and analyzed by issue team members.
We provided in-person and/or written testimony on bills in approximately 

60 hearings.  
For a full analysis of each bill, read Legislative Wrap 2023: Analysis and 

Explanation. By law, bills will go into effect on October 30, 90 days after Sine 
Die; bills containing an emergency clause go  into effect immediately upon 
signing.  

Although the Governor vetoed anti-democracy bills, the legislature was 
not easily thwarted and introduced these two concurrent resolutions which 
will be on the 2024 ballot: 

HCR2033 Rep. Smith, (R) primary elections; eligible candidates.  
Constitutional amendment aiming to prevent local jurisdictions from 

adopting different voting systems, like Ranked Choice Voting.
 SCR1015 Sen. Mesnard, (R) initiative; referendum; signatures; legislative 

districts
Constitutional amendment requiring initiatives and referendums to be 

signed by 10% of voters for initiatives and 15% for constitutional amendments 
in EACH legislative district rather than the state as a whole.  

Looking ahead to 2024, we expect ongoing efforts to replace electronic 
tabulation with less reliable hand counting of ballots. The Electoral Count 
Reform Act passed by congress in 2023 will have a significant impact on the 
timeline for certification of the federal races. This timeline could be used to 
pass legislation that negatively impacts availability of poll locations, times for 
polling, deadlines for turning in mail ballots, and reduction of curing times 
or follow up activities to cure ballots. Watch what they say and plan to do at 
the county level. We urge all voters to be vigilant in 2024. Know the changes 
in the laws from 2022, 2023 that impact your vote. Make sure you are aware 
of ballot referrals and initiatives that harm our democracy. As democracy 
defenders fight back against harmful legislation, we anticipate many more 
legislative referrals in 2024. Stay updated on our work through our website  
lwvaz.org and subscribe to our newsletters.  

https://my.lwv.org/arizona/lwvaz-positions-2023-2025

from p1: Arizona Trends.....

“Change will not come if we 
wait for some other person or 

some other time. 
We are the ones we've been 

waiting for. 
We are the change that we 

seek”
Barak Obama

Martin Luther King
day of service

Join us in celebrating the life and service of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. with this day of service in the Rio Salado. We will be 
removing invasive plants and picking up trash. We will provide 
snacks and the City of Phoenix will provide the tools and trash 
bags. Wear comfortable closed-toe shoes, layer for cool morning 
temperatures, and wear a hat for sun. Bring a refillable water 
bottle if you have one.

Monday, January 15, 2024
8:00am - 11:00am

RSVP Here  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O342jj2GnbDCUA1r5U0flaLkFzC-bP6k/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O342jj2GnbDCUA1r5U0flaLkFzC-bP6k/view?usp=drive_link
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/79137
https://apps.azleg.gov/billStatus/BillOverview/78857
https://my.lwv.org/arizona/lwvaz-positions-2023-2025
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7013q000002HtmiAAC
http://bit.ly/SCGCvolunteer
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Join us for our 35th Annual Environmental Day at the Capitol!
Save Water, Save Life.

On January 25th, 2024, Sierra Club, along with a large coalition of other
organizations, will be hosting our 35th Annual Environmental Day at 

the Capitol. It started with a group of 30 people meeting in a room in the 
Arizona Senate and today we have more than 200 participants. If you have 
come before, we hope you will come again and consider being a team leader. 
If you have not participated, please come this year and learn more about the 
process, the people, and the issues.

For 2024, we are focusing the day on water with a theme of Save Water, Save 
Life. While we will focus on water, we will also be advocating for democracy, 
clean energy and addressing climate change, and more open, transparent, 
and welcoming processes at the Capitol. No experience is needed to 
participate. When you register, we will assign you to a team that includes 
other people from your district and each team will have a team leader to help 
them with the process, including getting appointments with legislators.

We will provide a light lunch and some soft drinks, as well as lots of good 
information and friendly faces. Leading up to Environmental Day, we will be 
hosting a series of webinars to inform people about the issues and the bills. 
You can find those and other Sierra Club events on our calendar here.

Environmental Day at the Capitol
Thursday, January 25, 2024

8:30am Registration
9:00am–2:00am– Program and Meetings with Legislators

Register here.

It’s important that you register ahead of time, so we can plan for food 
and connect you with your team. Thank you! See you at the Capitol.

Annual Environmental 
Day at the Capitol!

by Sandy Bahr

Sandy Bahr is the director for the Grand Canyon Chapter.

Pumped storage electrical generation
is a means by which “peaking power” 

for high power demand times of day can be 
obtained by pumping water uphill during off 
peak hours and then releasing it to generate 
power as needed, usually during late 
afternoon and early evening hours during 
summertime.
The Salt River Project held a Salt River 

Pumped Storage Project Stakeholder 
Workshop on Nov. 7th, 2023. The goal was 
to give the interested general public a 
chance to express their opinions on two 
proposed pump storage sites along Apache 
Lake. Only one site will be chosen. The 
upper reservoir for Pumped Storage Site 
number one is located in the middle of the 
Horse Mesa Inventoried Roadless Area (IRA). 
Inventoried Roadless Areas are potential 
wilderness areas located on Forest Service 
lands. Pumped Storage Site number two is 
located in Alchesay Canyon near Theodore 
Roosevelt Dam.
There are three drawbacks for using 

Pumped Storage Site number one: A 
road would need to be built to the upper 
reservoir, transmission lines would also 
need to be constructed, and the north face 
of Horse Mesa has severe topographic 
challenges. Needless to say, the wilderness 
values present in the Horse Mesa IRA would 
be seriously compromised should this site 
be chosen. On the other hand, Pumped 
Storage Site number two already has an 
existing power line to the site as well as a 

road that follows the power 
line corridor. The topography 
should not present any 
serious impediments to 
construction. It seemed 
obvious to me and others 
that Pumped Storage 
Site number two should 
be the clear choice. From 
an economic standpoint 
it would certainly be the 
obvious choice. Hopefully 
SRP will see it the same way.
Assuming that Pumped 

Storage Site number two is 
chosen, there should not be 
any need to construct new 

utility corridors 
as this project 
can be completed 
using existing 
corridors. The 
existing 230 
KV line near 
Roosevelt Lake 
and the 500 KV 
line (option 2) 
southwest of 
Florence Junction 
make the most 
sense.

Salt River Project Pumped Storage Sites

by Jim Vaaler

Environmental Day 2023. Photos by Jordan Gorla

Jim serves on the 
Grand Canyon 

Chapter Executive 
Committee and is the 

Wilderness Chair

Hikers at Horse Mesa, Tonto National Forest, central 
Arizona, in early 1991. Photo by Tom Wright

Hikers at Horse Mesa, Tonto 
National Forest, central Arizona, 

in early 1991. Photo by Tom Wright

https://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/events-activities
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7013q000001rlIlAAI
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Equity Trail Map
by Cyndi Tuell

Our vision and work for our Equity Trail Map. 

We envision a welcoming, just, equitable, and inclusive Grand Canyon 
Chapter. We envision a chapter where people who have been historically and 
perpetually excluded and marginalized from the work of Sierra Club, feel 
welcome, supported and represented, and hold leadership positions within 
the chapter. In particular we lift up young people and Black, Indigenous, 
and People of Color (BIPOC) in our work. We envision volunteers and staff 
of all backgrounds and identities working together effectively to address 
equity, inclusion, and justice in all aspects of our work, both internally and 
externally. We aim to reduce harm to the volunteers, staff, and partners who 
are disproportionately impacted by social- and environmental injustices. We 
know that we can play a pivotal role in supporting effective, collaborative 
campaigning, and movement building as we work towards climate justice. 
Our work as environmentalists is intrinsically linked to life-long learning and 
unlearning around systems of oppression.

The Equity Trail Map is organized around three primary goals, and under 
each goal are a set of projects with progress indicators (“trail markers”), 
timelines, and a responsible team or leader. The goals are:

• To create a welcoming and inclusive chapter that centers around the
communities most impacted by climate and environmental degradation
in Arizona,

• To establish ongoing equity learning and practice for self-
transformation and accountable, just relationships,

• And to  center equity and justice in our campaigns and organizing, and
establish more inclusive and just relationships with our partners.

Why the Equity trail map is important to conservation work and to me–
Cyndi Tuell

Latest version of the Equity Trail Map

Update

contd. p8

https://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/equity-trail-map
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On the Trail–Learning More About Respecting the Great Bend of the Gila
by Ana Gorla

On November 19th we headed
to Gila Bend to learn about 

the history of the Painted Rock 
Petroglyph site and the proposed 
Great Bend of the Gila National 
Monument from Archeology 
Southwest. We started our outing 

by getting to know each other over 
some coffee and pan dulce at the 
picnic area of the campsite. We then 
went on a short and informational 
walk around the painted rock guided 
by Skylar Begay and Bill Doelle to 
learn about the type of rocks at 

the site, the rich 
history behind the 
petroglyphs, and 
how this particular 
site is a small 
representation 
of the culture 
there to preserve 
in the proposed 
monument. We also 
learned about how 
much we don’t know 
and how important 
it is to acknowledge 
that.

We headed to the 
second portion of 
our outing at an undisclosed area 
of the Great Bend of the Gila where 
Skylar led us to amazing geological 
formations, historic trails, geoglyphs, 
petroglyphs, and what seemed like 
untouched parts of the Sonoran 
Desert. It’s rare to see what public 
lands look like when modern society 
doesn’t have its prints all over them. 
It's safe to say we all appreciated our 
afternoon spent out on a nice sunny 
day with new friends. We also gained 
knowledge that we'll be taking with 
us to help spread the word on this 

rich landscape, which 
needs all of our efforts 
to be shielded from 
the ongoing sprawling 
of our cities and other 
threats it faces.

Thank you to our 
partners at the Respect 
Great Bend Coalition, 
Chispa, AZ, HECHO, and 
The Wilderness Society 
for making these 
educational and fun 
outings possible.

You can learn more about the 
Respect Great Bend efforts here.

Ana is Energy and Public Lands Coordinator for Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter

Great Bend of The Gila Outing at Painted Rock Petrogylph Site. Photo by Ana Gorla

Great Bend of The Gila 
Outing. Photo by Ana Gorla
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The Equity Trail Map is a guiding document developed by Grand Canyon 

Chapter volunteers and staff over several years that grew out of the equity, 
justice, diversity, and inclusion work we began in 2015. This guide identifies 
the goals we are striving for that will help us create more just relationships 
and a more inclusive organization, as well as the steps we need to take to 
reach our goals. 

I have been participating in the development and implementation of the 
Trail Map because I believe it is important for the conservation movement 
to bring as many voices together as possible to find solutions to the climate- 
and biodiversity crises we are facing, and to center the voices of those most 
impacted by these crises. We need all hands on deck as we work towards 
protecting our water, air, wildlife, and wildlands. The Equity Trail Map helps 

us work towards creating a more welcoming environment for everyone by 
learning about and acknowledging the oppression and injustices of the past, 
finding ways to move into the future together in just relationships, developing 
systems that will support new members from a wide variety of backgrounds, 
and ensuring we center justice in all of our work. And, just as we are trying to 
bring more voices to the work of conservation, we also need to bring more of 
you to the work of implementing our Trail Map. Please consider joining us for 
our regular Equity Trail Map meetings on the first Monday of each month at 
6:30pm via Zoom. 

Cyndi serves on the Grand Canyon Chapter Executive Committee and is 
the Conservation Chair for the Nopales Group

Update

from. p7

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=697cf54fc13cacc5dca709bb9899b0d8913104df364afe984a83f7648a506725a831b0b80d05602d535d4e153f5edb2ef9e97a73ed04c455
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=697cf54fc13cacc5dca709bb9899b0d8913104df364afe984a83f7648a506725a831b0b80d05602d535d4e153f5edb2ef9e97a73ed04c455
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Hitched to Everything Else in the Universe ($1–49) 

Keep Close to Nature’s Heart ($50–99)

Donors through 12/16/2023

The Grand Canyon 
Chapter is also thankful 

for the generous 
support  from those 
who chose to remain 

anonymous.Make the Mountains Glad ($100–499)

Thank you!

Monthly Donors

PAC Donors

Roger Barthelson Sid Bucher Dean Ellerman Anne Jehle Jerry McCoy David Roberts Anna Sublett
M Bernardi & S Finucane Pamela Burris & William Facinelli Jules Ketcham Cary & Nancy Meister Teresita Santos Fred & Sheryl Vrba
Kathrine Blomquist Juan Gallardo Jeanene Hanley Laura Klass Barbara & Martin Pogioli Tiffany Sprague Sean Yocham
R Boyle Curtis Crum Sandy Hanson Larry Lohman Kathleen Rahn Carol Stone

Dr Christopher Appleton Eric Coons Don Gabrielson John & Catherine Matthews Brit Rosso Elliott L & 
Melanie Beikman Margaret R. Diaz Paul R Gordon & Eve Shapiro Mark McKendry Irwin & Yvonne Sheer Valerie A Stearns
Bruce Billings Anna Felty-Duckworth Rebecca Hinton Jennifer Mitchell Carissa Sipp & Dan Hunt Drs. Tuber & Schechtman
Bruce Brown Mr Mark Ferguson David Lutz Kathy Olmstead Stephanie L Small Verde Valley School

Fannie Allen Christine Carlson Ana Holtey Hollace Lyon Mary Ruth Nagle Abby Spotskey
Nancy Atherton Louise Courtney Bonnie Hughes Toni Malcolm Shane Nicholas Alice & Karl Stambaugh
Sergio Avila & Jenny Neeley Linda Crouse Paul Jehle Gary McCormick Mr Stephen Nunn Mark Stuart
Jennifer Baltz Richard Babin & Jo Eaton Howard Johnson Amy Meyertholen Julie Pindzola Ms Marsha Turkin
Joan Batchelor Mariah Fleming Laurie Jurs & Jennifer Ms Karen Michael Michael J Pope Carmen Velarde
Ms Rebecca Berry John M. Franklin Clarke (Borderlands) Dan Millis & Paul Rawson Margaret "Meg" Weesner
Doug Bland Jerry Gless Laura Key Kate Van Roekel Mrs Lisa Reyes Deborah Weir
Gail Bliss Sarah W Gordon Ms Rosemary Kist Elena Moshinsky Nyssana Reyes Jeff Winkler
Carolyn Bosserman Rebecca Smith Gross Garvin G Larson Mrs Karen Muir Leilani Rothrock Robert Wist
F R & A G Buckner Lars Haarr Joanne Lewis Mark Mulligan & John Seamon Tom Wright
Jan Buckwalter (PAC) Harley Halseth Phillip Long  Toni Ramsey Deborah Sebree K M Wyly & A Stumpf
Chad Campbell Betsy Harter & David Dean Harry Lumley Janice E. Myers Kenneth Smith

Sharon Bale Darlene Hagan Anne Leonard Ruth Rettig & Vaughn Smith & Dana Topping
Peter & Betty Bengston Rebecca Hinton Marianne Mahoney David Dube Mary Hoover Margaret 'Meg'
Jannette Cazares Faye & Steve Huffman James Manshardt Jackie Rich Martha Stampfer Weesner
Catherine Davis Kay Marie King Donna Page Barbara Sherman Shirley Thomas Charles Wright
Ruth Elsesser Merrilyn Kness Raymond Parsons John Smith Dan Tokar
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Chapter  |  Borderlands Campaign  
Grand Canyon Campaign 

Chapter  |  Palo Verde Group 

Chapter  |  Borderlands Campaign
Grand Canyon Campaign  |  AZ Energy

Chapter  |  AZ Water Sentinels  | Borderlands Campaign
Grand Canyon Campaign  |  Flagstaff/N AZ Group
Yavapai Group  |  Saguaro Group

Dr Ernst Bauer Nancy Grant David Lemoine Claudia Salmoni Terry L Vossler
Hollis Brown Don & Robert McDonald Jan Schwartz James & 
Joel Davis & Terrilee Laby Kathy Jorgensen Al Medina, Jr. Deb Sparrow Kathleen Yontz
Paul Golab Eddie Jean Kriedeman Mr Bruce Palmer Doris Thompson Paula Zimmerman
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When you make a donation to the Grand Canyon Chapter, you support Sierra Club’s work 
in your own backyard. You allow us to continue our efforts to protect wilderness and 
wildlife, to improve the quality of life in our cities, to curb global climate change, and to 
promote the enjoyment of nature. If you haven’t already, please also consider signing up to 

become a monthly, recurring donor to support local Chapter efforts!

 Contributions to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible; they support the Sierra Club’s citizen-based 
advocacy and lobbying efforts.

Donate online at:  http://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/donate 
or by mail to: 

Sierra Club – Grand Canyon Chapter
514 W. Roosevelt St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85004

CLEAN 
AIR 

NOW

https://www.instagram.com/sierraclubaz/
https://www.instagram.com/sc_borderlands/
https://www.instagram.com/protectgrandcanyon/
https://www.meetup.com/Sierra-Club-Grand-Canyon-Chapter/
https://www.meetup.com/paloverdegroup/?_cookie-check=7kkJT6JYeONJKg8t
https://twitter.com/SierraClubAZ
https://twitter.com/SC_Borderlands
https://twitter.com/SC_GrandCanyon
https://twitter.com/AZBeyondCoal
https://www.facebook.com/sierraclubaz/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/109000823693/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/42948198581/
https://www.facebook.com/scgrandcanyon
https://www.facebook.com/SierraClubFlagstaff/
https://www.facebook.com/AzSierraSaguaro/
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The Sierra Club is a nationwide organization with active local outings for members 
and non-members. Please join us as we make friends and explore life-enriching 
interests. Simply find an outing by date and contact the leader for directions, 
reservations, time, and additional information. RESTRICTIONS: NO FIREARMS, 
RADIOS, OR PETS (unless noted otherwise). Outings are by reservation. Call early 
(group limit 20)  
Each hike is rated for degree of difficulty and risk by the leader.

         “A”   >16 miles or >3,000 ft. elevation change (EC)             
         “B”   8–16 miles and 1,500–3,000 ft. EC                  RT   Round Trip
         “C”   3–8 miles and 500–1,500 ft. EC                      OW  One Way 

           “D”  <3 miles and 500 ft. EC                                                      
The trip leader has absolute authority to question trip participants as to their 

equipment, conditioning, and experience before and during the trip. All participants 
in Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standard liability waiver. If you would 
like to read the liability waiver before you choose to participate in an outing, please 
go to http://content.sierraclub.org/outings/ local-outdoors/resources or contact 
the National Outings Dept. at 415-977-5528 for a printed version. Sierra Club liability 
covers leaders only. Each person is responsible for his/her own first aid equipment. If 
you are injured, notify the leader immediately. If you leave the trip, with or without 
the leader’s permission, you are considered to be on your own until you rejoin 
the group. Hikers are encouraged to carpool and share the driver’s fuel expense. 
Donations are accepted from all participants at $1 (member) and $3 (nonmember). 
Money is collected by the leader and deposited with the group treasurer. For more 
information, contact the Sierra Club Grand Canyon office at 602-253-8633. Hikes and 
outings are also listed online at https://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/events-activities. 
CST 2087766-40. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the 
State of California.

Hiking Guidelines

Explore and Enjoy Arizona

JAN 6 (SAT) A discussion about the challenges facing Maricopa County Parks with 
Ranger Kevin Smith at 8:15am at The Holland Community Center, 34250 N. 60th 
St. #B, Scottsdale. Following the talk we will drive to Spur Cross Conservation 
Area to hike an easy “D” 2-3 mile trail. Spur Cross has a fee of $3 per person. 
Dress for hiking and please bring water. Please sign up at https://
www.meetup.com/sierra-club-grand-canyon-chapter

JAN 13 (SAT) “D”. EASY Turley Trail Day Hike (< 3 miles RT, EC <200ft) The trail 
on the east side of Prescott starts at an old corral and goes a mile where it joins 
the Prescott Circle Trail in the shadow of “P” Mountain (Badger Mountain). 
Climb a short distance on the Circle Trail for photo ops of the “P,” or continue 
straight above Government Canyon until we want to turn around. The scenic 
trail contours the mountain with many short, steep climbs and descents. Great 
views of Prescott and surrounding mountains. Hike subject to weather conditions. 
For reservations and more information contact outings leaders Jenny Cobb 
cobbsrun@msn.com 928-925-1320, or Jimmy Castro jimmygordo01@gmail.com 
928-499-7396. Please sign up at: https://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/events-
activities

JAN 27 (SAT) Service Project-Trail work 
on the Maricopa Trail at Andy Kunasek at 
Spear S Ranch East Linda Lane, New River, 
AZ at 8:30am. Bring work gloves, hat, 
water. Some hiking will be required. 
Please sign up https://www.meetup.com/
sierra-club-grand-canyon-chapter

FEB 3 (SAT) Enjoy the views and meet 
new friends on the Marcus Landslide Trail 
at Tom Thumb Trailhead 12943 E. Paraiso 
Dr. Scottsdale at 8:30am. We will meet at 
the trailhead sign just below the restrooms. 
“C” hike of 3-4 miles. Dress for the weather 
and bring water. Please sign up https://
www. meetup.com/sierra-club-grand-
canyon-chapter

FEB 10 (SAT) “D” EASY Lynx Ruins Day Hike (1.5 
miles RT, EC 80ft) Short interpretive trail through 
pinon, oak, and juniper woodland to an observation 
platform at a prehistoric ruin where early native 
Americans made their home 1150-1300 AD. Wonderful 
views of the surrounding forest and mountains. Hike 
subject to weather conditions. For reservations 
and more information Outings leaders Jenny 
Cobb cobbsrun@msn.com 928-925-1320, or Jimmy 
Castro jimmygordo01@gmail.com 928-499-7396. 
To register: https://www.sierraclub.org/arizona/
events-activities

Eagle Mountain Wilderness. Photo courtesy 
of Bureau of Land Management 

McDowell Mountain Preserve. Photo courtesy of Rick Cameron

Drangonfly Trail at Spur Cross Ranch. Photo by Wikimedia commons
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